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Rhode Island has the highest percent-
age of heginning farmers in the
country. Both the number of farms
and the percentage of farmland in R
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F ARMS increased support for local agriculture
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The department of environmental management
continues to work across many fronts to benefit
Gattle & UalVB S and strengthen Rhode Island's green economy
and to assist local farmers and fishers in growing
1 074 A R their businesses. There are mare than 1,000 farms
m sprinkled across the state and Rl is home to a
thriving young farmer network. DEM continues
to make investments in critical infrastructure

HOPSB S as well as provide farm incubation Space to new
farmers through its Urban Edge Farm and Snake

D 1 Den Farm propenties. The state's food scene is
577 often cited as an area of economic strength ripe
for innovation and growth. Alrgady, the local food
industry supports 60,000 jobs, and the state's ﬁﬁ il 5 5 8 2 U g 1 5
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