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Train ticket
Bratislava, Czechoslovakia, 1945 Gk Mw{f (1/4 Lo

A train ticket purchased by Ludo Besefiovsky in April 1945 from
Bratislava Hlavné Stanica to RuZomberok. He intended to use it to visit
the neighboring town of Besefiova and spend the Easter holiday with his
mother. He was unable to use the ticket because the Soviets invaded and
occupied Czechoslovakia and he fled the country to Austria.



/T 1§ THE THVRSDAY BEFORE

) EASTER AND THE AIR IS ELECTRIC
INSIDE HLAVNA STANICA —

BRATISLAVA'S MAIN TRAIN
STAT/oN.
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CHILOREN ARE SCREAM NG AND

PEOPLE'S CONVERSATIONS HuM ALL
ARoUND ME—BVT | CANNIT
VNDERSTAND A WIRD.

ALL AROVND THE STATION ARE
BLVE A D YELLOW S16NS IV SLOVAK

VKRANIAN, AND [NGLICH WITH

INEORMAT 0N FoR THE FLOOD oF
VKRANIAN RCFV6LES FLELING THE RVSSIAN

INVASION OF THEIR HOMELAND.,
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MY PARTNER, TINATAN, WAITE WITH [S[B[E&@DJU@L%
OVR THINGS AS | STEP INT0 THE [ops - " ®

QUEUL FOR THE ONLY 0PLN TICKET WINDOW, - -

BEHIND THE 5zm A STLRV
WINMAN WHO DOESVT EVEN PRETEND T0
WANT TO UNDLERSTAND ML,

_5_| KOM Puzxwé VYBAVENIE CESTUTVCICH

COMPLEX TICKET SER
KOMPLEXER KUNDSER

| STVITER THE WIRDS 0N M)
GOOGLE TRANSLATE AND THEN
RLPEAT THEM, SLOWLY (N ENGLISH :

| WEED Two TICKETS FOR THE
EXPRLESS TRAIN To Rylom BLERD K

@}_/\

WE Go BAk AND FobTH, SCRIBBLIN G
NyMBLAS ON THE BACK OF
RECEIPT PAPLER T0 HLLTHE ABYSS
BETWELN QvR WIRDS,
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TICKETS FOR PECPLE
FROM VKRAINE
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1L wHAT FELLS
L‘KL AN ’7-\
CTERNITY, 7

| \ F\NALLV GET
™\ OUVR TICKETS,

WE (0 0vT IN SEARCH oF Foop To KilL TIME BEFORE
THE TRAIN. AS WE D0, THE WEIGHT OF THE COMING
JOURNEY STARTS To HIT ML,

WHAT WILL IT BE LIKE T2 TAKE THE TRHN RIDE MY

LRANDFATHER NEVER CouLD? To BE THE FIRST [N

MYy BLOODLINE T0 RETVRV To THIS PLACET TO CLOSE
AN ENERGETIC 00P LEFT AJAR FOR DECADEST




| CAN FEEL MY HEARTBLAT
QUICKEN AS THE TRA (N
CPEED CLIMBS,

| PLACEMY HANDS opN
My LEGS AND CLoSE MY [YES,

AND SILENTLY SPEAK
To MY GRANDFATHER

THE TRAIN (S NICER THAN
| EXPECTED. ONCE WE SETTLE INTO

OVR SEATS, | TELL JONATAN | NEED T0
SPEND SOME TIME IN SILENCE AND HE
NODS BEFORE PYTTING IN HIS AIRPOD S,
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/ AM GOlNG BACK To 8 VLPNT Ho?E

(0 \
P YOV % GoMEHO l’V e,
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[ BLINK DPEN My EYES
AND WIPE THE TEARS THAT HAVE
DRIPPED DOWN MY CHEEKS.

NCROISS THE #ISLE 4 6ROUP 0F
MIDDLE- AGED MEN ARE DaNk/N6
TALL CANS OF ZLATY BAZANT BEER AND

SWAYING |V THEIR SEATS.

BELHND THEM, A Boy SLOVCHES
WHILE SWIPING IS IPAD §LEEWV.
SOMEWHERE IN THE TRAIN (AR,

A BABY Frif LS.

IT IS STRANGE, | THINK TO
MYSELF, THAT ANV EYPERIENCLE CAN BE
S0 MIMENTOUL AND L0 ORDINARY
AT THE SAME TIME.

THE SIGNIFICANLE 0F TiIS JOVRN EY
SENDS ELECTRICITY TheohGit my wholk

BoDY— Bur IT IS #LSo Ju(T
A NORMAL TRAIN RIDE.
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