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After years of controversy, delays, political rancor, costly errors and going over budget, San 
Francisco’s Municipal Transportation Agency on Saturday opened the long-awaited Central 
Subway that will eventually connect Sunnydale to Chinatown on the Muni 3rd Street line in 
what is being hailed as a historic accomplishment for the city.

“It means a lot, because as someone who grew up taking trips to Chinatown with my 
grandparents, it wasn’t an easy trip — having to walk through hills and having to take multiple 
bus rides — and I think this really centralizes it and gives people, like my younger self and 
my grandparents, an opportunity to reach places that they previously had a lot more trouble 
reaching,” said Adrianna Zhang, who serves as the District 7 representative on the San 
Francisco Youth Commission.

The original line will run weekends between Chinatown-Rose Pak Station, and 4th and 
Brannan streets. On Jan. 7, however, the line will run its full course seven days a week, 
direct from Sunnydale, Bayview and Visitacion Valley all the way to SoMa, Union Square and 
Chinatown, extending the Muni Metro T-3rd Street line on 3rd Street.

SFMTA’s Central Subway Project was always expected to be a complex and difficult 
undertaking, going underneath the Union Square area and Chinatown — not only one of the 
densest parts of the city, but one of the densest residential areas in the entire U.S.

Those expectations proved to be well-founded. The project ended up costing $2 billion and 
went significantly over budget due to various construction delays. All in all, it was completed 
four years later than planned.
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“I think this 
sends a 
signal to the 
city and the 
world that 
Chinatown is 
a permanent 
part of 

the fabric 
of San 
Francisco 
and it needs 
to be valued 
as such — 
and is valued  
as such.”
Malcolm Yeung, executive director, Chinatown Community 
Development Center
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After years of controversy, delays, 
political rancor, costly errors 
and going over budget, San 

Francisco’s Municipal Transportation 
Agency on Saturday opened the 
long-awaited Central Subway that 
will eventually connect Sunnydale to 
Chinatown on the Muni 3rd Street line 
in what is being hailed as a historic 
accomplishment for the city.

“It means a lot, because as someone 
who grew up taking trips to Chinatown 
with my grandparents, it wasn’t an easy 
trip — having to walk through hills and 
having to take multiple bus rides — and 
I think this really centralizes it and gives 
people, like my younger self and my 
grandparents, an opportunity to reach 
places that they previously had a lot 
more trouble reaching,” said Adrianna 
Zhang, who serves as the District 7 
representative on the San Francisco 
Youth Commission.

The original line will run weekends 
between Chinatown-Rose Pak Station, 
and 4th and Brannan streets. On Jan. 
7, however, the line will run its full 
course seven days a week, direct from 
Sunnydale, Bayview and Visitacion Valley 
all the way to SoMa, Union Square and 
Chinatown, extending the Muni Metro 
T-3rd Street line on 3rd Street.

SFMTA’s Central Subway Project was 
always expected to be a complex and 
difficult undertaking, going underneath 
the Union Square area and Chinatown — 
not only one of the densest parts of the 
city, but one of the densest residential 
areas in the entire U.S.

Those expectations proved to be well-
founded. The project ended up costing 
$2 billion and went significantly over 
budget due to various construction 
delays. All in all, it was completed four 
years later than planned.

The project finally overcame those 
hurdles with the Nov. 19 opening, 
and is being hailed as a monumental 
accomplishment for San Francisco in 
terms of its commitment to transit over 
fossil-fuel vehicles, its commitment to a 
community where 80% of residents are 
estimated to be transit-dependent, and 
its overall commitment to moving people 
in the least environmentally harmful way 
possible.

CHINATOWN
But the Central Subway has meant a 
great deal for one neighborhood in 
particular, where Saturday’s opening was 
seen and celebrated as a  
victory: Chinatown.
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undertaking, going underneath the Union 
Square area and Chinatown — not only one 
of the densest parts of the city, but one of the 
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The project ended up costing $2 billion and 
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After years of controversy, delays, political 

rancor, costly errors and going over budget, 

San Francisco’s Municipal Transportation 

Agency on Saturday opened the long-await-

ed Central Subway that will eventually connect Sunnydale 

to Chinatown on the Muni 3rd Street line in what is being 

hailed as a historic accomplishment for the city.

“It means a lot, because as someone who grew up taking 

trips to Chinatown with my grandparents, it wasn’t an 

easy trip — having to walk through hills and having to take 

multiple bus rides — and I think this really centralizes it and 

gives people, like my younger self and my grandparents, 

an opportunity to reach places that they previously had 

a lot more trouble reaching,” said Adrianna Zhang, who 

serves as the District 7 representative on the San Francisco 

Youth Commission.

The original line will run weekends between China-

town-Rose Pak Station, and 4th and Brannan streets. On 

Jan. 7, however, the line will run its full course seven days a 

week, direct from Sunnydale, Bayview and Visitacion Val-

ley all the way to SoMa, Union Square and Chinatown, 

extending the Muni Metro T-3rd Street line on 3rd Street.

SFMTA’s Central Subway Project was always expected to 

be a complex and difficult undertaking, going underneath 

the Union Square area and Chinatown — not only one 

of the densest parts of the city, but one of the densest 

residential areas in the entire U.S.

“I THINK THIS 
SENDS A 
SIGNAL TO THE 
CITY AND THE 
WORLD THAT 
CHINATOWN IS 
A PERMANENT 

PART OF THE 
FABRIC OF SAN 
FRANCISCO 
AND IT NEEDS 
TO BE VALUED 
AS SUCH — AND 
IS VALUED  
AS SUCH.”
Malcolm Yeung, executive director, Chinatown 

Community Development Center

Those expectations proved to be well-founded. The proj-

ect ended up costing $2 billion and went significantly over 

budget due to various construction delays. All in all, it was 

completed four years later than planned.

The project finally overcame those hurdles with the Nov. 19 

opening, and is being hailed as a monumental accom-

plishment for San Francisco in terms of its commitment 

to transit over fossil-fuel vehicles, its commitment to a 

community where 80% of residents are estimated to be 

transit-dependent, and its overall commitment to moving 

people in the least environmentally harmful way possible.

Chinatown
But the Central Subway has meant a great deal for one 

neighborhood in particular, where Saturday’s opening 

was seen and celebrated as a victory: Chinatown.

Residents, business owners and community leaders in 

Chinatown fought hard for years to bring the Central 

Subway project to their neighborhood after it was initially 

slated to go to the Financial District, with various local 

organizations lending their weight, including the Chinese 

Chamber of Commerce and the Chinatown Community 

Development Center, among others.

“I think this sends a signal to the city and the world that 

Chinatown is a permanent part of the fabric of San Fran-

cisco and it needs to be valued as such — and is valued 

as such,” said Malcolm Yeung, executive director of the 

Chinatown Community Development Center, adding that 

the Central Subway is an important part of Chinatown 

history and that the opening of this new line is the start of 

a new chapter for the community.
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After years of  controversy, delays, political rancor, costly errors and going over 
budget, San Francisco’s Municipal Transportation Agency on Saturday 

opened the long-awaited Central Subway that will eventually connect Sunnydale to 
Chinatown on the Muni 3rd Street line in what is being hailed as a historic accomplishment 
for the city.

“It means a lot, because as someone who grew up taking trips to Chinatown with my 
grandparents, it wasn’t an easy trip — having to walk through hills and having to take 
multiple bus rides — and I think this really centralizes it and gives people, like my younger 
self  and my grandparents, an opportunity to reach places that they previously had a lot 
more trouble reaching,” said Adrianna Zhang, who serves as the District 7 representative 
on the San Francisco Youth Commission.

The original line will run weekends between Chinatown-Rose Pak Station, and 4th and 
Brannan streets. On Jan. 7, however, the line will run its full course seven days a week, 
direct from Sunnydale, Bayview and Visitacion Valley all the wWay to SoMa, Union 
Square and Chinatown, extending the Muni Metro T-3rd Street line on 3rd Street.

SFMTA’s Central Subway Project was always expected to be a complex and difficult 
undertaking, going underneath the Union Square area and Chinatown — not only one 
of  the densest parts of  the city, but one of  the densest residential areas in the entire U.S.

Those expectations proved to be well-founded. The project ended up costing $2 billion 
and went significantly over budget due to various construction delays. All in all, it was 
completed four years later than planned.

The project finally overcame those hurdles with the Nov. 19 opening, and is being hailed 
as a monumental accomplishment for San Francisco in terms of  its commitment to transit 
over fossil-fuel vehicles, its commitment to a community where 80% of  residents are 
estimated to be transit-dependent, and its overall commitment to moving people in the 
least environmentally harmful way possible. Central
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After years of  controversy, delays, political rancor, costly errors 
and going over budget, San Francisco’s Municipal Transportation 
Agency on Saturday opened the long-awaited Central Subway that 
will eventually connect Sunnydale to Chinatown on the Muni 3rd 
Street line in what is being hailed as a historic accomplishment for 
the city.

“It means a lot, because as someone who grew up taking trips to 
Chinatown with my grandparents, it wasn’t an easy trip — having 
to walk through hills and having to take multiple bus rides — and 
I think this really centralizes it and gives people, like my younger 
self  and my grandparents, an opportunity to reach places that they 
previously had a lot more trouble reaching,” said Adrianna Zhang, 
who serves as the District 7 representative on the San Francisco 
Youth Commission.

The original line will run weekends between Chinatown-Rose Pak 
Station, and 4th and Brannan streets. On Jan. 7, however, the line 
will run its full course seven days a week, direct from Sunnydale, 
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A fter years of  controversy, delays, political rancor, costly errors and going over budget, San Francisco’s 
Municipal Transportation Agency on Saturday opened the long-awaited Central Subway that will 

eventually connect Sunnydale to Chinatown on the Muni 3rd Street line in what is being hailed as a 
historic accomplishment for the city.

“It means a lot, because as someone who grew up taking trips to Chinatown with my grandparents, it 
wasn’t an easy trip — having to walk through hills and having to take multiple bus rides — and I think 
this really centralizes it and gives people, like my younger self  and my grandparents, an opportunity to 
reach places that they previously had a lot more trouble reaching,” said Adrianna Zhang, who serves as 
the District 7 representative on the San Francisco Youth Commission.

The original line will run weekends between Chinatown-Rose Pak Station, and 4th and Brannan streets. 
On Jan. 7, however, the line will run its full course seven days a week, direct from Sunnydale, Bayview and 
Visitacion Valley all the way to SoMa, Union Square and Chinatown, extending the Muni Metro T-3rd 
Street line on 3rd Street.

SFMTA’s Central Subway Project was always expected to be a complex and difficult undertaking, going 
underneath the Union Square area and Chinatown — not only one of  the densest parts of  the city, but 
one of  the densest residential areas in the entire U.S.
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A fter years of  controversy, delays, political 
rancor, costly errors and going over bud-
get, San Francisco’s Municipal Transpor-
tation Agency on Saturday opened the 

long-awaited Central Subway that will eventually con-
nect Sunnydale to Chinatown on the Muni 3rd Street 
line in what is being hailed as a historic accomplishment 
for the city.

“It means a lot, because as someone who grew up tak-
ing trips to Chinatown with my grandparents, it wasn’t 
an easy trip — having to walk through hills and having 
to take multiple bus rides — and I think this really cen-
tralizes it and gives people, like my younger self  and my 
grandparents, an opportunity to reach places that they 
previously had a lot more trouble reaching,” said Adrian-
na Zhang, who serves as the District 7 representative on 
the San Francisco Youth Commission.

The original line will run weekends between China-
town-Rose Pak Station, and 4th and Brannan streets. On 
Jan. 7, however, the line will run its full course seven days 
a week, direct from Sunnydale, Bayview and Visitacion 
Valley all the way to SoMa, Union Square and China-
town, extending the Muni Metro T-3rd Street line on 
3rd Street.

SFMTA’s Central Subway Project was always expected 
to be a complex and difficult undertaking, going under-
neath the Union Square area and Chinatown — not 
only one of  the densest parts of  the city, but one of  the 
densest residential areas in the entire U.S.

Those expectations proved to be well-founded. The proj-
ect ended up costing $2 billion and went significantly 
over budget due to various construction delays. All in all, 
it was completed four years later than planned.

The project finally overcame those hurdles with the Nov. 
19 opening, and is being hailed as a monumental accom-
plishment for San Francisco in terms of  its commitment 
to transit over fossil-fuel vehicles, its commitment to a 
community where 80% of  residents are estimated to be 
transit-dependent, and its overall commitment to mov-
ing people in the least environmentally harmful way pos-
sible.

Chinatown

But the Central Subway has meant a great deal for one 
neighborhood in particular, where Saturday’s opening 
was seen and celebrated as a victory: Chinatown.

Residents, business owners and community leaders in 
Chinatown fought hard for years to bring the Central 
Subway project to their neighborhood after it was ini-
tially slated to go to the Financial District, with various 
local organizations lending their weight, including the 
Chinese Chamber of  Commerce and the Chinatown 
Community Development Center, among others.

“I think this sends a signal to the city and the world that 
Chinatown is a permanent part of  the fabric of  San 
Francisco and it needs to be valued as such — and is 
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After years of  controversy, delays, political rancor, costly errors and going over 
budget, San Francisco’s Municipal Transportation Agency on Saturday 

opened the long-awaited Central Subway that will eventually connect Sunnydale to 
Chinatown on the Muni 3rd Street line in what is being hailed as a historic accomplishment 
for the city.

“It means a lot, because as someone who grew up taking trips to Chinatown with my 
grandparents, it wasn’t an easy trip — having to walk through hills and having to take 
multiple bus rides — and I think this really centralizes it and gives people, like my younger 
self  and my grandparents, an opportunity to reach places that they previously had a lot 
more trouble reaching,” said Adrianna Zhang, who serves as the District 7 representative 
on the San Francisco Youth Commission.

The original line will run weekends between Chinatown-Rose Pak Station, and 4th and 
Brannan streets. On Jan. 7, however, the line will run its full course seven days a week, 
direct from Sunnydale, Bayview and Visitacion Valley all the wWay to SoMa, Union 
Square and Chinatown, extending the Muni Metro T-3rd Street line on 3rd Street.

SFMTA’s Central Subway Project was always expected to be a complex and difficult 
undertaking, going underneath the Union Square area and Chinatown — not only one 
of  the densest parts of  the city, but one of  the densest residential areas in the entire U.S.

Those expectations proved to be well-founded. The project ended up costing $2 billion 
and went significantly over budget due to various construction delays. All in all, it was 
completed four years later than planned.

The project finally overcame those hurdles with the Nov. 19 opening, and is being hailed 
as a monumental accomplishment for San Francisco in terms of  its commitment to transit 
over fossil-fuel vehicles, its commitment to a community where 80% of  residents are Central
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A fter years of  controversy, delays, political rancor, costly errors and going over budget, 
San Francisco’s Municipal Transportation Agency on Saturday opened the long-awaited 
Central Subway that will eventually connect Sunnydale to Chinatown on the Muni 3rd 
Street line in what is being hailed as a historic accomplishment for the city.

“It means a lot, because as someone who grew up taking trips to Chinatown with my grandparents, it 
wasn’t an easy trip — having to walk through hills and having to take multiple bus rides — and I think 
this really centralizes it and gives people, like my younger self  and my grandparents, an opportunity to 
reach places that they previously had a lot more trouble reaching,” said Adrianna Zhang, who serves as 
the District 7 representative on the San Francisco Youth Commission.

The original line will run weekends between Chinatown-Rose Pak Station, and 4th and Brannan streets. 
On Jan. 7, however, the line will run its full course seven days a week, direct from Sunnydale, Bayview and 
Visitacion Valley all the way to SoMa, Union Square and Chinatown, extending the Muni Metro T-3rd 
Street line on 3rd Street.

SFMTA’s Central Subway Project was always expected to be a complex and difficult undertaking, going 
underneath the Union Square area and Chinatown — not only one of  the densest parts of  the city, but 
one of  the densest residential areas in the entire U.S.

Central
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A fter years of controversy, delays, political rancor, costly errors and going over budget, San Francisco’s Municipal 

Transportation Agency on Saturday opened the long-awaited Central Subway that will eventually connect 
Sunnydale to Chinatown on the Muni 3rd Street line in what is being hailed as a historic accomplishment 

for the city.

“It means a lot, because as someone who grew up taking trips to Chinatown with my grandparents, it wasn’t an easy trip — 
having to walk through hills and having to take multiple bus rides — and I think this really centralizes it and gives people, 
like my younger self and my grandparents, an opportunity to reach places that they previously had a lot more trouble 
reaching,” said Adrianna Zhang, who serves as the District 7 representative on the San Francisco Youth Commission.

The original line will run weekends between Chinatown-Rose Pak Station, and 4th and Brannan streets. On Jan. 7, 
however, the line will run its full course seven days a week, direct from Sunnydale, Bayview and Visitacion Valley all the 
way to SoMa, Union Square and Chinatown, extending the Muni Metro T-3rd Street line on 3rd Street.

SFMTA’s Central Subway Project was always expected to be a complex and difficult undertaking, going underneath the 
Union Square area and Chinatown — not only one of the densest parts of the city, but one of the densest residential areas 
in the entire U.S.

Those expectations proved to be well-founded. The project ended up costing $2 billion and went significantly over budget 
due to various construction delays. All in all, it was completed four years later than planned.

The project finally overcame those hurdles with the Nov. 19 opening, and is being hailed as a monumental accomplishment 
for San Francisco in terms of its commitment to transit over fossil-fuel vehicles, its commitment to a community where 
80% of residents are estimated to be transit-dependent, and its overall commitment to moving people in the least 
environmentally harmful way possible.

But the Central Subway has meant a great deal for one neighborhood in particular, where Saturday’s opening was seen 
and celebrated as a victory: Chinatown.

Residents, business owners and community leaders in Chinatown fought hard for years to bring the Central Subway 
project to their neighborhood after it was initially slated to go to the Financial District, with various local organizations 
lending their weight, including the Chinese Chamber of Commerce and the Chinatown Community Development 
Center, among others. 

“I think this sends a signal to the city and the world that Chinatown is a permanent part of the fabric of San Francisco 
and it needs to be valued as such — and is valued as such,” said Malcolm Yeung, executive director of the Chinatown 
Community Development Center, adding that the Central Subway is an important part of Chinatown history and that 
the opening of this new line is the start of a new chapter for the community.
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A fter years of  controversy, delays, political rancor, costly errors and going over budget, 

San Francisco’s Municipal Transportation Agency on Saturday opened the long-
awaited Central Subway that will eventually connect Sunnydale to Chinatown on 

the Muni 3rd Street line in what is being hailed as a historic accomplishment for the city.

“It means a lot, because as someone who grew up taking trips to Chinatown with my grandparents, it 
wasn’t an easy trip — having to walk through hills and having to take multiple bus rides — and I think 
this really centralizes it and gives people, like my younger self  and my grandparents, an opportunity to 
reach places that they previously had a lot more trouble reaching,” said Adrianna Zhang, who serves as 
the District 7 representative on the San Francisco Youth Commission.

The original line will run weekends between Chinatown-Rose Pak Station, and 4th and Brannan streets. 
On Jan. 7, however, the line will run its full course seven days a week, direct from Sunnydale, Bayview and 
Visitacion Valley all the way to SoMa, Union Square and Chinatown, extending the Muni Metro T-3rd 
Street line on 3rd Street.

SFMTA’s Central Subway Project was always expected to be a complex and difficult undertaking, going 
underneath the Union Square area and Chinatown — not only one of  the densest parts of  the city, but 
one of  the densest residential areas in the entire U.S.

Those expectations proved to be well-founded. The project ended up costing $2 billion and went 
significantly over budget due to various construction delays. All in all, it was completed four years later 
than planned.

The project finally overcame those hurdles with the Nov. 19 opening, and is being hailed as a monumental 
accomplishment for San Francisco in terms of  its commitment to transit over fossil-fuel vehicles, its 
commitment to a community where 80% of  residents are estimated to be transit-dependent, and its 
overall commitment to moving people in the least environmentally harmful way possible.

But the Central Subway has meant a great deal for one neighborhood in particular, where Saturday’s 
opening was seen and celebrated as a victory: Chinatown.

Residents, business owners and community leaders in Chinatown fought hard for years to bring the 
Central Subway project to their neighborhood after it was initially slated to go to the Financial District, 
with various local organizations lending their weight, including the Chinese Chamber of  Commerce and 
the Chinatown Community Development Center, among others.

“I think this sends a signal to the city and the world that Chinatown is a permanent part of  the fabric 
of  San Francisco and it needs to be valued as such — and is valued as such,” said Malcolm Yeung, 
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A fter years of controversy, 

delays, political rancor, costly 

errors and going over budget, 

San Francisco’s Municipal 

Transportation Agency on Saturday opened the 

long-awaited Central Subway that will eventually 

connect Sunnydale to Chinatown on the Muni 

3rd Street line in what is being hailed as a historic 

accomplishment for the city.

“It means a lot, because as someone who grew up 

taking trips to Chinatown with my grandparents, it 

wasn’t an easy trip — having to walk through hills 

and having to take multiple bus rides — and I think 

this really centralizes it and gives people, like my 

younger self and my grandparents, an opportunity 

to reach places that they previously had a lot more 

trouble reaching,” said Adrianna Zhang, who 

serves as the District 7 representative on the San 

Francisco Youth Commission.

The original line will run weekends between 

Chinatown-Rose Pak Station, and 4th and 

Brannan streets. On Jan. 7, however, the line will 

run its full course seven days a week, direct from 

Sunnydale, Bayview and Visitacion Valley all the 

way to SoMa, Union Square and Chinatown, 

extending the Muni Metro T-3rd Street line on 3rd 

Street.

SFMTA’s Central Subway Project was always 

expected to be a complex and difficult 

undertaking, going underneath the Union Square 

area and Chinatown — not only one of the densest 

parts of the city, but one of the densest residential 

areas in the entire U.S.

Those expectations proved to be well-founded. 

The project ended up costing $2 billion and 

went significantly over budget due to various 

construction delays. All in all, it was completed 

four years later than planned.

The project finally overcame those hurdles with 

the Nov. 19 opening, and is being hailed as a 

monumental accomplishment for San Francisco in 

terms of its commitment to transit over fossil-fuel 

vehicles, its commitment to a community where 

80% of residents are estimated to be transit-

dependent, and its overall commitment to moving 

people in the least environmentally harmful way 

possible.
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A fter years of controversy, 
delays, political rancor, costly 
errors and going over budget, 
San Francisco’s Municipal 

Transportation Agency on Saturday opened the 
long-awaited Central Subway that will eventually 
connect Sunnydale to Chinatown on the Muni 
3rd Street line in what is being hailed as a historic 
accomplishment for the city.

“It means a lot, because as someone who grew up 
taking trips to Chinatown with my grandparents, it 
wasn’t an easy trip — having to walk through hills 
and having to take multiple bus rides — and I think 
this really centralizes it and gives people, like my 
younger self and my grandparents, an opportunity 
to reach places that they previously had a lot more 
trouble reaching,” said Adrianna Zhang, who 
serves as the District 7 representative on the San 
Francisco Youth Commission.

The original line will run weekends between 
Chinatown-Rose Pak Station, and 4th and 
Brannan streets. On Jan. 7, however, the line will 
run its full course seven days a week, direct from 
Sunnydale, Bayview and Visitacion Valley all the 

way to SoMa, Union Square and Chinatown, 
extending the Muni Metro T-3rd Street line on 3rd 
Street.

SFMTA’s Central Subway Project was always 
expected to be a complex and difficult 
undertaking, going underneath the Union Square 
area and Chinatown — not only one of the densest 
parts of the city, but one of the densest residential 
areas in the entire U.S.

Those expectations proved to be well-founded. 
The project ended up costing $2 billion and 
went significantly over budget due to various 
construction delays. All in all, it was completed 
four years later than planned.

The project finally overcame those hurdles with 
the Nov. 19 opening, and is being hailed as a 
monumental accomplishment for San Francisco in 
terms of its commitment to transit over fossil-fuel 
vehicles, its commitment to a community where 
80% of residents are estimated to be transit-
dependent, and its overall commitment to moving 
people in the least environmentally harmful way 
possible.
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Yumei Hou 

Yangge: Dance of the New Year

2022

Painted Steel 

Traditional Chinese paper cut 

artist Yumei Hou depicts scenes 

from Yangge (Rice Sprout Song), a 

popular folk song from the northern 

provinces of China.
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in SoMa from 3rd Street to 4th Street to better 
address mobility and transit deficiencies in 
northeastern San Francisco. This change was 
eventually adopted.

In 2005 the environmental review process for 
the Central Subway Project began. More than 
100 public meetings were held before the project 
received environmental clearance from the fta in 
November 2008.

Since then, the project has continued to receive 
strong local, state and federal support, and the 
design process has continued to progress. In 2010 
work to relocate utility lines commenced at the 
future site of the Yerba Buena/Moscone Station. 
Similar work began in 2011 to prepare the site 
where the Union Square/Market Street Station will 
be built.

Service for the Central Subway has begun with 
free weekend-only service between Chinatown-
Rose Pak and 4th/Brannan stations, followed by 
revenue service beginning January 7, 2023 seven 
days a week between Sunnydale and Chinatown. 

transit corridors in the City. SFCTA officials 
identified four corridors in need of enhanced 
transit service and prioritized them as follows: 
3rd Street, Chinatown as an extension of the 3rd 
Street Corridor, Geary Boulevard, and Van Ness 
Avenue.

Prioritization of the 3rd Street Corridor was 
influenced by considerations of environmental 
justice and socioeconomic factors. The areas 
along the 3rd Street Corridor are home to lower-
income and more transit-dependent residents than 
Geary and Van Ness. The disruption of access to 
Chinatown resulting from the 1989 Loma Prieta 
earthquake was also a factor in the prioritization 
process.

In 1993 the Bayshore Transit Study reaffirmed 
the need for improved transit in these areas. The 
result, after years of planning, environmental 
review and construction, was Phase 1 of the Third 
Street Light Rail Project, the T Third Line.

Construction on the T Third Line, a surface-
running light-rail line from Visitacion Valley to the 

4th Street Caltrain station, began in 2001. The 
line opened to the public in April 2007, serving as 
a key infrastructure improvement to help support 
the revitalization of communities along the 3rd 
Street corridor. It directly serves Mission Bay, one 
of San Francisco’s largest redevelopment projects, 
and Bayview/Hunters Point, where 10,000 new 
housing units are planned for the old Naval 
Shipyard and the former Schlage Lock Factory 
redevelopment site.

The Central Subway Project has been included 
in local and regional financial plans, as well as 
the Metropolitan Transportation Commission’s 
Regional Transit Expansion Program (RTEP), 
as Phase 2 of the Third Street Light Rail Transit 
Project.

A consensus was reached to support the Central 
Subway as a Bay Area priority for future federal 
New Starts funding. In 2002 the Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA) approved the Central 
Subway Project for preliminary engineering. 
During the preliminary engineering phase, the 
SFMTA proposed shifting the project alignment 

During the final phase, project staff will continue 
to engage their community partners in Bayview, 
SoMA, Union Square and Chinatown and inform 
customers about the service changes to Muni’s 
Metro system.

Project Implementation

There were two phases to the project: the 
construction phase and the testing phase, and 
much was done in both.

 During the construction phase, a launch box 
was built for tunnel boring machines on 4th 
between Harrison and Bryant. Then, beneath San 
Francisco, the tunnels were excavated with the 
tunnel boring machines. Construction advanced 
with the stations, surface tracks, and systems. A 
new track interchange at 4th and King and 4th 
Street surface tracks was installed as well. Major 
excavation was completed for Yerba Buena/
Moscone Station and Union Square/Market 
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Chinatown TRIP lobbied Muni for a new bus line 
catered directly to Chinatown and the people 
who frequented it. Some involved had a direct 
tie to both the community and Muni, like Phil 
Chin, one of the group’s founders. Now in his 
70s, Chin was once a bus driver himself, and his 
experience behind the wheel in his own community 
helped inform the organization’s advocacy at its 
inception.

Even today, Chin wants bus service to improve. 
“It’s great that we have superheroes to inspire us 
as we strive to improve, but superheroes are all 
make-believe,” Chin says. “What we need is for 
the [SFMTA] to provide full-service levels and 
to ensure true safety on every single one of their 
trains and buses.”

Finally, in 1978, two years after trip’s effort began, 
Muni christened the 82-Chinatown, a wholly 
new bus line meant to ease crushing crowds on 
the 30-Stockton for Chinatown commuters. It 
launched with a small ceremony at Washington 
Square Park, replete with acrobatic lion dancers 
and “good luck” fireworks. 

Martial-Arts Muni

Fast-forward 40-plus years, and the 1-California 
bus in Shang-Chi travels the same route the 
82-Chinatown traveled, right through the 
Stockton Street Tunnel. The 82-Chinatown 
traveled this route, advocated for by the 
community, for years, before being folded into 
the expanded service of the 30-Stockton and 
45-Union lines. It should be clarified that the 
1-California’s actual route is far different than the 
one shown in the movie.

Transportation gets taken for granted, Chen says. 
But “it brings you to places for stability or to a 
job. It could bring you economic opportunities 
that you probably won’t have for folks who live in 
lower-income areas, for the kids going to school.” 
Chen adds: “I think when people think of transit, 
they think it’s only going to point A to point B, but 
for me, it’s really about opportunity, right?” It’s 
that ethos that emboldens trip’s advocacy, and 
helps embolden other groups like the Chinatown 
Community Development Center and Self-Help 
for the Elderly. It also brings even more ties to 
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Yumei Hou 

Yangge: Dance of the New Year

2022

Painted Steel 

Traditional Chinese paper cut artist 

Yumei Hou depicted scenes from 

Yangge (Rice Sprout Song),  

a popular folk song from the 

northern provinces of China.
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Clare Rojas 

A Sense of Community

2022

Ceramic tile and textile 

American artist Clare Rojas created 

an integrated tile mural that features 

a variety of unique Silk Road textiles 

patterned in the style of a cathedral 

window quilt.
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I THINK THIS 
SENDS A 
SIGNAL TO THE 
CITY AND THE 
WORLD THAT 
CHINATOWN IS 
A PERMANENT PART OF THE 

FABRIC OF SAN 
FRANCISCO 
AND IT NEEDS 
TO BE VALUED 
AS SUCH — 
AND IS VALUED  
AS SUCH.
Malcolm Yeung, executive director, Chinatown 
Community Development Center

Chinatown

But the Central Subway has meant a great 
deal for one neighborhood in particular, where 
Saturday’s opening was seen and celebrated as  
a victory: Chinatown.

Residents, business owners and community 
leaders in Chinatown fought hard for years to  
bring the Central Subway project to their neigh-
borhood after it was initially slated to go to the 
Financial District, with various local organiza- 
tions lending their weight, including the Chinese 
Chamber of Commerce and the Chinatown 
Community Development Center, among others.

“I think this sends a signal to the city and the world 
that Chinatown is a permanent part of the fabric 
of San Francisco and it needs to be valued as such 

— and is valued as such,” said Malcolm Yeung, 
executive director of the Chinatown Community 
Development Center, adding that the Central 
Subway is an important part of Chinatown history 
and that the opening of this new line is the start of 
a new chapter for the community.

“We can think of Chinatown as a place where we 
can build upon the culture and the anchor that 
this has brought for generations of immigrants 
and San Franciscans,” Yeung said.

Rose Pak

But the political fight to bring the Central Subway 
to Chinatown was actually led by an unlikely and 
controversial figure after whom the Chinatown 
station was eventually renamed on Aug. 20, 2019: 
Rose Pak.

Pak, who died in 2016 at age 68, had a penchant 
for the dramatic and a brusque, unapologetic 
style that won her as many opponents as it did 
supporters. But, love her or hate her, it was Pak’s 
passionate drive that won the day and brought 
the Central Subway to Chinatown.

“We needed another transit corridor, another way 
of connecting to Chinatown, and it was Rose Pak 
who was that visionary leader who led the charge,” 
said Yeung.
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Forty years ago, these projects would have been 
impossible. She recalled a time when the govern-
ment and outside communities were indifferent.

“I was so irritated by the prevailing unfairness, 
prejudice and discrimination against the whole 
community,” Pak said. “Can you imagine, they 
wouldn’t send repairers when Chinatown reported 
road wreckages, and simply ignored our requests.”

Chinese Chamber of Commerce

Pak eventually switched to community work with 
the Chinese Chamber of Commerce. Versed in 
government systems and operations, she believed 
her knowledge and social network would enable 
her to play a bigger and more vital role in the 
community. 

She quickly questioned why there was no one 
single plan in place for rapid public transit in 
Chinatown. In a process that included close 
scrutiny of city-planning proposals, research, 

presentations, fundraising and attendance at  
numerous public hearings, Pak successfully 
worked to convince city council members and city  
planning officers.

“If we choose to be silent on our crucial community 
issues, who else will stand up and fight for us?” 
she said. “I’m not shy about what the community 
needs, and I’ll shout at the top of my lungs if 
necessary.”

The Federal Government eventually allocated $1.7 
billion for the subway extension to Chinatown.
Unlike the Central Subway project, which will be 
financed by the federal government, the Chinese 
Hospital reconstruction relied heavily on public 
donations for its $120 million budget. Pak served 
as head of fundraising for the construction, 
personally raising $5 million in 2013. 

Although the job can involve glamorous fundrais-
ing galas, fame and fortune are only illusions.

“I have no ambitions for myself,” she said. 
“Chinatown represents all my assets.”

Rose Pak in Chinatown, 2003
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Transportation Agency opened a new subway 
after 40 years: the Central Subway. It joined  
the T Third line, and extended the line all the  
way through to Chinatown. However, it does  
not just provide faster service to transit users,  
but it was an imperative move for Chinatown:  
an underserved, but crucial neighborhood of  
San Francisco’s geography. 

Connecting to Chinatown examines the Central 
Subway and its interrelation with the people of 
Chinatown: those who use Muni transit, those 
who championed for it, and those who pioneered 
the fight for transporation in Chinatown, many 
decades ago.



My final cover
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“THIS BOOK TAKES us on a journey 
through all the intricate webs of connections 
between San Francisco’s Central Subway and 
Chinatown. By tracing the history of the project  
and the area, this book paints a vivid picture of 
the importance of transit and community in the 
life and people of this vibrant neighborhood.”

Dana Nguyen

“A FASCINATING exploration of the 
Central Subway project, as it explains what  
the SFMTA laid out for the extension while  
also examining the crucial role Chinatown  
has played in its development.”

Ashley Mills

ON JANUARY 7th, 2023,   
San Francisco Municipal Transportation 
Agency fully opened a new subway after 
40 years: the Central Subway. It joined 
the T Third line, and it had extended the 
line all the way through to Chinatown. 
However, it did not just provide faster 
service to Muni transit users, but it was 
imperative move for Chinatown: an 
underserved, but an incredibly crucial 
neighborhood part of San Francisco’s 
historical geography. 

Connecting to Chinatown examines the 
Central Subway and its interrelation with 
the people of Chinatown: those who use 
Muni transit, those who championed for 
the line, and those who pioneered the 
fight for transporation in Chinatown, 
many decades ago.

HANA NOORY is a graphic 
designer born and currently based in the 
San Francisco Bay Area. Even since her 
childhood, Hana has always had a great 
passion for craft and storytelling. Now, 
she applies those interests to her designs, 
and enjoys playing with typography 
and her own photography to illustrate 
dynamic narratives. 

She is currently attending California 
College of the Arts, pursuing a B.F.A.  
in Graphic Design.

C
O

N
N

E
C

T
IN

G
 T

O
 C

H
IN

A
T

O
W

N
H

A
N

A
 N

O
O

R
Y

CHINATOWN - ROSE PAK

T THIRD LINE

SUNNYDALE

A
rleta

Le C
onte

G
ilm

an/Paul

C
aroll

W
illiam

s

Revere/Shafter

O
akdale/Palou

K
irkw

ood/La Salle

H
udson/Innes

Evans

M
arin St

23rd St

20
th St

U
C

SF M
edical C

enter

U
C

SF/C
hase C

enter

M
ission Rock 4th & King

4th & Brannan

Yerba Buena/Moscone

Union Square/Market St

Metro

A
 

H
A

N
N

O
O

R
Y

C
O

N
N

E
C

T
IN

G
C

H
IN

A
T

O
W

N
to

“THIS BOOK TAKES us on a journey 
through all the intricate webs of connections 
between San Francisco’s Central Subway and 
Chinatown. By tracing the history of the project  
and the area, this book paints a vivid picture of 
the importance of transit and community in the 
life and people of this vibrant neighborhood.”

Dana Nguyen

“A FASCINATING exploration of the 
Central Subway project, as it explains what  
the SFMTA laid out for the extension while  
also examining the crucial role Chinatown  
has played in its development.”

Ashley Mills


