


Vandalised:

- Jan 16th 1913 by an unknown individual, leaving 
three slashes with a knife on the canvas

- May 2018 by a drunk man with a metal bar, 
believing the depiction in the painting to be 
innaccurate

1. Ivan The Terrible and His 
Son Ivan on November 16 1581

By Ilya Repin, 1883-1885, oil on canvas
Displayed in Tretyakov Gallery

Vandalised:

- Jan 16th 1913 by an unknown individual, leaving 
three slashes with a knife on the canvas
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believing the depiction in the painting to be 
innaccurate

1. Ivan The Terrible and His 
Son Ivan on November 16 1581

By Ilya Repin, 1883-1885, oil on canvas
Displayed in Tretyakov Gallery



2. The Fall 
Of The 
Damned

By Peter Paul 
Rubens, est. 1620, 
oil on canvas
Displayed in Alte 
Pinakothek

Vandalised:

- 1959 by an 
unnamed man, 
though he 
claims he did 
not directly 
destroy the art 
as the acid 
‘relieves one 
from the work 
of destruction’
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Vandalised:

- April 23rd 1894, Podkowiński himself, while his art 
was exhibition, slashed the painting with a knife - 
his intentions are still unclear to this day. 
Rumours circulated that the woman depicted was 
an object of his unfulfilled desire. His death soon 
after left no clarification 

3. Frenzy Of Exultations

By Władysław Podkowiński, 1893, oil on canvas
Displayed in Sukiennice Museum

Vandalised:

- April 23rd 1894, Podkowiński himself, while his art 
was exhibition, slashed the painting with a knife - 
his intentions are still unclear to this day. 
Rumours circulated that the woman depicted was 
an object of his unfulfilled desire. His death soon 
after left no clarification 

3. Frenzy Of Exultations

By Władysław Podkowiński, 1893, oil on canvas
Displayed in Sukiennice Museum



4. The Virgin 
and Child with 
Saint Anne and 
Saint John the 
Baptist

By Leonardo da Vinci, 
1499-1500 or 1506-08, 
charcoal and chalk on 
tinted paper
Displayed in the 
National Gallery

Vandalised:

- 1987, Robert 
Cambridge, a 
mentally ill man, 
shot at it with a 
sawn-off shotgun. 
He claimed to 
want to bring 
attention to 
‘political, social 
and economic 
conditions in 
Britain.’
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Vandalised:

- March 10th 1914, Mary Richardson slashed it 8 times with a 
meat cleave, provoked by suffragette Emmeline Pankhurst’s 
arrest. She stated, ‘I have tried to destroy the picture of the 
most beautiful woman in mythological history as a protest 
against the Government for destroying Mrs Pankhurst, the 
most beautiful character of modern history.’

5. Rokeby Venus/ The Mirror♠ 
Venus

By Diego Velázquez, 1647-51, oil on canvas
Displayed in the National Gallery

Vandalised:
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arrest. She stated, ‘I have tried to destroy the picture of the 
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against the Government for destroying Mrs Pankhurst, the 
most beautiful character of modern history.’

5. Rokeby Venus/ The Mirror♠ 
Venus

By Diego Velázquez, 1647-51, oil on canvas
Displayed in the National Gallery



6. Mona Lisa

By Leonardo da Vinci, 1503-6, oil on poplar 
panel
Displayed in the Louvre

Vandalised:

- Leading to bulletproof glass installation, a 
man claimed to be in love with painting and 
attacked it with a razor blade

- December 30th 1956, Ugo Ungaze Villegas, 
a Bolivian man, threw a rock at it and 
chipped some paint from the left elbow of 
the subject

- April 21st 1974, a woman spray painted the 
glass in the Tokyo National Museum to 
protest the places inaccessibility for the 
disabled

- August 2nd 2009, a Russian woman threw a 
porcelain teacup at the glass, upset at being 
denied French citizenship

- May 29th 2022, a climate activist disguised 
as a woman in a wheelchair threw cake at it

- January 28th 2024, two people from Riposte 
Alimentaire threw soup at it
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Vandalised:

- est. 1721, Louis, Duke of Orleans took a knife to 
the painting, finding the imagery to be to 
licentious. In a religious frenzy, he irreparably 
damaged Leda’s face

7. Leda And The Swan

By Antonio da Correggio, 1532, oil on canvas
Displayed in Gemäldegalerie

Vandalised:
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damaged Leda’s face
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By Antonio da Correggio, 1532, oil on canvas
Displayed in Gemäldegalerie



Vandalised:

- 1986, a realist Gerard Jan van Bladeren attacked it 
with a knife. he rejected modern art and used 
Newman’s work as a symbol of that rejection

8. Who♠ Afraid of Red, Yellow and 
Blue III

By Barnet Newman, 1967
Displayed in Stedelijik Museum

Vandalised:

- 1986, a realist Gerard Jan van Bladeren attacked it 
with a knife. he rejected modern art and used 
Newman’s work as a symbol of that rejection
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By Barnet Newman, 1967
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9. The Holy 
Family

By Lorenzo Costa, 
1490-1510, oil on 
panel
Displayed in 
Stedelijik Museum

Vandalised:

- September 
1969, an 
unknown 
person used an 
unknown 
weapon to 
gouge scratchs 
into this art, 
along with four 
other pieces
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Vandalised:

- January 13th 1911, a jobless shoemaker took a knife 
to the painting to protest his inability to find 
work. However, the thick varnish on the painting 
protected it from any damage

- September 14th 1975, an mentally ill, unemployed 
teacher Wilhelmus de Rijk attacked it with a bread 
knife, exclaiming he ‘did it for the Lord’ and he 
‘was ordered to do it.’

- April 6th 1990, an escaped psychiatric patient 
threw acid on the painting, though there was no 
damage beyond the varnish layer

10. The Night Watch/ Militia 
Company of District II under the 
Command of Captain Frans Banninck 
Cocq

By Rembrandt van Rijn, 1642, oil on canvas
Displayed in Rijksmuseum
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Vandalised:

- February 28th 1974, Tony Shafrazi took a can of 
red spray paint to the painting and wrote KILL LIES 
ALL (intended to be LIES KILL ALL) in protest of 
the Vietnam war. He wanted to use the antiwar 
meaning of the original art to enhance his stance.

11. Geurnica

By Pablo Picasso, 1937, oil on canvas
Displayed in Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Reina 
Sofía
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12. Who♠ 
Afraid of 
Red, Yellow 
and Blue IV

By Barnett 
Newman, 1969-70, 
oil on canvas
Displayed in 
Nationalgalerie 
Museum

Vandalised:

- 1982, Josef 
Nikolaus Kleer 
slashed it, 
claimed it 
scared and 
offended him 
as ‘a perversion 
of the Gernan 
flag’
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