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MAID CAFE COSPLAY

MAIDS OF ENGLAND (UK @HOME MAID CAFE (JAPAN)



Whatis a Maid Cafe?
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Maid Ethnography
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We are Maids of
England!

We are Maids of
England!

Goshujin-sama, Ojou-sama! Welcome home!

We are a maid and butler
cafe that will transport you

into the fantasy realm of
2.5D!

Maids of England, or MOE, have been operating

since July 2011, and are currently the longest

running maid & butler cafe in the UK!

We are a fusion English and Japane’e maid cafe,
and have uniquely incorporated the beauty of
poth cultures: our philosophy is 60% Japanese,
40% English.

Whilst we follow most Jopanese maid cafe

customs, such as types of focd, sauce art, magic

spells and idol entertainment, we have diversity

within our staff and have butlers too!

https:/maidsofengland.co.uk/ Established 2011



Maid Khao

n Maid.Khoo W khoo moe @ moe khao

“Duty x Lady”

Head Birthday Age
v et Forever 1/
November

Khao is the younger twin child of a prestigious gang family,
who've raised her strictly and protectively, leading to her lack of
knowledge about what a “commoner’'s” daily life would include.

During her younger years, she was notoriously known as the
strongest yankee, causing havoc within her district, but those

days were long gone when she became a candidate to take

over her family’s gang. She changed ways from her past
actions to undertake a far more elegant and ladylike lifestyle.
However, sparks of her old yankee self are accidentally set off

sometimes, if she gets heated up!

Her reason of being in England is a secret within her family, but

one of her motives is to recruit people for her gang. One day

she got lost in the city and stumbled upon MOE. She became

highly interested in the the serving staff and the customers, and Blood type Soul colour

https:/maidsofengland.co.uk/ Established 2011



FANTASY AGE OF MAID CHARACTERS

Age

Forever 1/

RECRUITMENT REQUIREMENT

REQUIREMENTS:
* 18 years of age or over
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Seottish Maid Cate ‘:S?Jrc’czéﬁk-zg Love and Fappiness since 2003

Maid Himeko was a shut in who spent her
time playing endless amounts of visual
novels and watching anime. Upon
hearing about the opening of Maid in

' Scotland Himeko braced the world

#¥ % outside her room to see if the real life
¥ version could match what she had seen
,> in her shows. When she arrived she could
not brace herself for the sheer amount
cuteness and was so overwhelmed she
fainted. After being taken care of by the
Maids she asked to join there family and
hasn't looked back since.

Age: unknown
Maid Colour: red

Joined M.I.S5:2013

Hobbies: playing video games, watching
anime, baking and reading

Favourite Food: cake

(il M\N\\\»\\\\\\\' -.
{ | \, |

https:/maidinscotlandcafe.wixsite.com/ Established 2013



Meian Maid Cafe is a pop up cafe inspired by those in Japan's
Akihabara district. Our cafe has a twist, which means our
waitresses wear uniforms that have a super sweet or an edgy
theme, out overall are inspired by the concept ot 'kawaii' or
looking cute. The Maid Cafe culture endeavors to make
customers feel at home, by serving delicious tea and cakes,
oerforming dance routines from Japanese pop music, and playing

games ‘o ensure everyone is wellHed and relaxed!

Meian Maid Cafe also occasionally raises money for cherity via
our events, so please check the menu at an event for our chosen
charity, which changes each time. We have no fixed location,
but you can catch us at various Japanese culture events, anime

conventions and at our own standalone events throughout the UK.
Check our events page for details of when our next events will

t~ |(a n|nr~a|

https:/www.meianmaids.com/ Established 2016



Mitsuko

Age: Forever 17
Blood Type: ONegative
Rank: Head Maid
Hobbies & Interests: Playing
Video Games, Programming,
Waitching Streamers, Pixel Art

Mitsuko

Bca Foraver |,

bood Typs: O-Necatve
sark: =eod Maid
Hobbies & Interasts: May ng Videc
Garas, Froqmmming, Waoching

Sraamers, Pesl At

Ume
Age: Foraver /
u:’;d ~)’i-‘9: NSA

Pork: & Renk
Hekb o5 & Interests: Kendo, Autumn,
Frstival:, =0, iesnarch intn humon

bt curs, Fruit snocks, are Mo tea-~

Tomoe
Age: roreser |/
Clood Type: A6
Rark: B Rank
Hetbias & Interests. Mayirg wt e cat
Yoru, Dandng, Tenching Nosramaney

Riais g pecple “om thes decd.

Masami
Age: hcsever 1/
Bloed Type: C-
Rank: B 2ank
Hebb os & lnteests: Snging, danaing,
cute Gaskojirsama nne Ojnu-nman

seachell ccling

Cn one bright, sunny day, the heaven's opened and from tha sky

friend Y, wclcoming and are looking forward to meeting all the

possess magical powess! Their aim is to spread the dislorted side

fell five magical gi'ls, dressed in pink sailor unitorms that
possessed magical powers! With their shiring crace, they set
‘orth to spread kawaii acrcss Planst Earth. They are sweet,

customers

On that same nighr, five mag cal girls raised up from below,
dressec in black sailor uriforms. Bathed in moorlight, they tco

of cute. Intelligent, determined and charming, they bring o
differert edge to our cafe.

Sirce then, more mogical girls haves jcined. Maintaining te

balarce, a rew light maid will always result in a new derk maid.

Togethar, we co-exist as Meian Maic Cafe, the Light and the
Dark logether in one kawaii oackage! @

https:/www.meianmaids.com/

Established 2016



INORDERTO
UNDERSTAND MAID
CAFES, WE NEED TO
UNDERSTAND THE
CONCEPT OF
‘SHOJO' (MEANING
‘GIRL) ($%)




SHOJO
(JAPANESETERM=GIRL)

Developed in the early 20th century as a way of referring to girls who
continued their education, deferring marriage (to delay becoming the ideal
of ‘good wife, wise mother’)

A period of liminality between girlhood and womanhood

A type of manga/anime aimed at girls

A sensibility

A symbol



SHOJO AS A SYMBOL
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MAID
TESTIMONIES
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Maid cafes are weird, but they're not sinister

vy
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“ % When I'm a maid, I feel like I can be cute and
ogoofy, which is such a freeing feeling—to be
able to express myself without the usual
pressures from society to be mature or cool
O Sexy.
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“It helps me feel, like, feminine and beautiful without feeling sexy, if that
makes sense? | ...| I can be feminine and elegant and beautiful without the
need for the edge of sexiness. |...|  want to be quirky in the way that I dress
and the way I express | myself |, so when | have something like the maid café
to come to I can really go, like, crazy with my makeup and ... my

accessories....

“vouthful, pleasing .. childlike but not childlike. Innocence is the right
word. It's not about being “a child”; it's about purity and innocence,

without the puritanical.” . A 4
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In the West, we all focus on the changing of age and
how you need to be a—again it's the sexiness thing—
you need to be an object, you need to be, like, a woman,
an adult and all of that shit—you need to stop wearing
pigtails when you're not seven anymore—any age
before that, fine, any age after that, 1t's a fetish.

We absolutely fetishize everything and I'm not saying
that Japan don't—they do—they just fetishize different
things 1n a different way. They've got room 1n their
culture for adult women to be cute and separately be
sexy. We don't have that at home.
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RESONATION AND INTENTION

iﬂ:* -

N

& 'S

R

J J










FEMININITY WITHOUT CONSEQUENCES






AESTHETIC
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@ THESYMBOL OF THEGIRLIS LIMINAL
& ANDSUBVERSIVE

MAID COSPLAYERS EVOKE THE
SYMBOLIC QUALITIES OF GIRLHOOD

MAID COSPLAY IS GIRL DRAG

v MAID CAFES ARE SPACES WHERE
‘& FEMININITY CAN BEPERFORMED WITH
-7~ LESS FEAR OF OBJECTIFICATION
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THE TRIAD TO UNDERSTANDING MAID CAFES




THE TRIAD TO UNDERSTANDING MAID CAFES




KAWAII
(JAPANESE TERM =CUTE)

e Relates to femininity, the domestic sphere and as a denigrated
form of girls’ culture

e A fashion subculture
e Hasits own form of discipline in academia, “Cute Studies”

¢ Similar to shojo, kawaii can also be subversive, playing between
sweetness and innocence and darkness and evil
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KAWAIIIN
MAID CAFES




THE TRIAD TO UNDERSTANDING MAID CAFES
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EUREKA!













THE TRIAD TO UNDERSTANDING MAID CAFES
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