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An excerpt from 
I LOOKED FOR THE EXIT, FOUND A SLEEVE
by River Halen 

As a queer person born and raised in the deep south, I have frequently felt like an outsider in not only a broader cultural sense, but especially 
within the speci�c context of my family unit. The dining room and the kitchen as domestic repositories are rife with expectations of binary 
gender performance. Through making this work, I am exploring the overtones of stereotypical masculinity and femininity carried through these 
spaces as well as the objects we often �nd inhabiting them. Many of the objects in this show are heirlooms - objects passed down, through and 
across generations of my family. By situating these objects throughout this simulated domestic space, I am seeking to investigate (and 
remediate) the con�ict existing between my gender identity and my upbringing. Utilizing �ber practices associated with femininity such as 
embroidery and sewing contrasted with processes traditionally associated with masculinity like woodworking and metalworking, I further 
complicate the relationship I have to the material. However rich the inheritance, it never comes without consequence.  


