text since at !ggst the 1800s, but actual usage has an unknown{_---

start date. In our current generation- Particularly, Gen Z- We

argue that slang has become an integral part of our culture and a
reflection of the state of the world, and where it’s going. %
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Every slang word that gains popularity carries its ownffl
rsonality, attitude, an ‘hefic, influencing not only how
people communicate but also how they express themselves;

throggh fashion, behavior, and culture. These wg[gs act as
cult_ural markers, shaping trends apd reflecting broader societal

shifts.] | 7




For example, “rizz”, meaning charisma and attraction, embodles

AT ,q.-«.w\ '
a confident and effortlessly cool presence. In fashlon ;&,::,,_
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translates to sharp, tailored silhouettes, bold streetwear andidZzz
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statement accessories—outfits that command attention wﬂhouji

_~ W

trying too ha_rd Think of a sleek, monochrome ensemble with a=%
well-f|tted blazer uxury sneekers ora §t:a__t_eAn:|ent piece like tinted

su do‘|lasses The essence of “rizz” is about looking put-togethe
yet effortless exudln 9 charm without appearing overdone.

Similarly, “slay” wh|ch 5|gn|f|es domlnance excellence and
high-impact presence, manlfests in fashlon through exaggerated
maximalism and bold self-expressmn Th|s is seen in drag
culture hlgh glamour ensembles, sequins, metalllc fabrics,
coLSEt*rx!“gpd avant-garde styllrLLWhether |tj§'a_ ,head-to-toe

shlmmerlng outfit, dramatic makeup, or structured couture-like
silhouettes, the “slay” aesthetic is about owning a space W|th

unﬂenlable presence. AIternatlveI}(,I“s';Iay” can also applx to
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minimalist power dressing—clean, sharply tailored suits,
monochromatlg outfits, and high-qualit basms that exude 0 wet %

——— —
confldence oy . 2
%, Your fit slays (B g
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Other slang terms foIIow the same .pattern “NPC” NPC” (non-playable
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character), orlglnally an mternet joke about background figures g

in video games, has evolved into an ironic aesthetic in
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fashlon—normcore techwear and Al- |nsp|red ml_nlmallsm Plain
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oversized hoodles muted tones and uniform-like dressm
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reflect the humor of blending in while making a subtle statement

N NP 7

Your fit slays<{

Even 'a term like “goblin mode”, which describes unapolog_ezic
comfort and chaos, has an aesthetic translation: oversized, cozy

I — . /
ogr_lgewea_r, rAnlsmatched Iayers,. fuz.zy textures, a_nd unEollllsheld \
styling. This look embraces a rejection of perfection, favorin
raw authenticity and ease.
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Popularlargon such as those |dent|f|ed in the prewous sectlon,fl
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judgement, more personal satisfaction, more mteg’ratlon o
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language and personal representation. Who you are is
reresented b)_/ the words ou ut|I|ze a m|rrorbetween you and:__ :
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OUR VALUES:

Self-referential
Algorithmic
Hyper-aware

Curatorial

4
4

Ch0|ce of words and self-rellance on how you want to be
represented is up t_you However, there is an illusion
You’re given choices, but not freedom. Society will feel that
their words must match the|r appearance, their values, thei
clothing. Everything about them as a whglmj§trreflect thei

persona. You can choose this, but but mlxmg values, mixing
words W|th elpthes WI|| be Iooked down _upon outcast
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Yet, there is power in breaking these expectations. When
|nd|V|duaIs embrace contradictions—mixing styles, values, and™=
expresswns—they challenge the narrow definitions of identit
and open the door for something more genuine. A businessman
in streetwear redefines professionalism, a poet speaking in blun
pragmatism makes art more accessible, an activist indulging in
luxury proves that passion and pleasure can coe coeX|st Every act of

TRENRE T DA

self-express!on that defies conventlon expands the ‘space for

R

others to do the same. True freedom ‘may not be handed to us,
but by owning our contradlctlons and standlng confldentl in
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them we create |t for ourselves



Gen Z tomshapem‘ahd assert their identity. More than jus ,"4";:
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words, \s:_lh‘angvcarries the rhythm of their culture, reflectingfZz=
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shared experiences, humor, and values. Phrases like “slay.,”_:"';E
“no cap,” or “it’s giving” aren’t just trends—they’re signals

R A\ 21

of belonging, a way to mark those who are in sync with the
evolving dialogue of the generation. Unlike traditional forms '
of expression tied to appearance or status, slang is fluid,#

e N - A T il

adigtable, and community-driven. It allows Gen Z to remix
language, blending irony, internet culture, and_sgpL
commentary into something uniquely their own. In a world
where authenticity is constantly questioned, slang becomes
awa reclaim it—on their own terms. ' ’
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