
Christmas 
Tree Growth 

Commercially Grown

Plantation Grown

Imported  Cut Christmas Tree

Tree is grown on mass for 7-10 years (longer 
for larger trees) depending on species. It is 
given fertiliser and sprayed with pesticides 
periodically

Taller than 3 metres / Cutting from a tree taller 
than 3 metres

These are trees that are often acquired to go 
into town centres / gifts from other countires

From December 2019 require a passport to 
regulate and limit the spread of pests and 
disease

Shorter than 3 metres No current regulation

UK Grown Fresh Cut Tree
Tree is grown on mass for 7-10 years 
depending on species. It is given fertiliser and 
sprayed with pesticides periodically 

Trees are selected and tagged for felling Trees are felled
Trees are left outside to retain moisture for 
needle hold

Trees are organised and displayed for consumer Trees are netted for ease of transport

Tree is placed inside home, decorated for 2-3 
weeks requiring half a litre of water every day. 
That is the maximum time it is recommended to 
keep a living Christmas tree inside a home. It is 
advised that heating be kept off near the tree's 
vicinity and kept away from any log burners or 
fireplaces 

Tree is collected and mulched for compost 

Tree is used for compost at home

Tree is shredded for wood chip

Tree is turned into craft objects

Tree is abandonded / ends up in landfill

Tree is burned

Rented Tree
Tree is dug up from the plantation and potted 
in soil

Deposit is paid for the safeguarding and 
insurance of the tree over the Christmas period. 
Tree is purchased collected / delivered - some 
suppliers suggest the tree should have a 2-3 
day acclimation period outside to adjust to its 
new environment 

Tree is placed inside home, decorated for 2-3 
weeks requiring half a litre of water every day. 
That is the maximum time it is recommended to 
keep a living Christmas tree inside a home. It is 
advised that heating be kept off near the tree's 
vicinity and kept away from any log burners or 
fireplaces 

Tree is collected or dropped off after the 
Christmas period in early January and renters 
are reimbursed deposits for trees.

Tree is replanted in the ground whilst still 
dormant and maintained with fertiliser,  pest 
control and shaping

Potted Tree

Tree is pot grown allowing its roots to 
acclimate to the potted environment

Tree is bare rooted after being grown on a 
plantation and put in a pot to survive longer in 
the house, there is a chance of planting it to 
survive, it is unlikely to survive in a pot

Garden Centre grown

Grown from seed at home

Tree is removed from the interior space of the 
home after the Christmas period, traditionally 

before Twelfth Night. 

Tree is maintained in its pot with additional 
fertilisers and pest control over the course of a 
year

The ongoing interaction of maintaining tree 
cycles and tree health, keeping trees in a 
container environment, pruned to achieve 

certain aesthetic qualities and to maintain a 
small stature. Periodically displaying the tree 

based on a period of time or seasonal 
transition through the year.  

Tree is placed inside home, Tree is placed inside 
home, decorated for 2-3 weeks requiring half a 

litre of water every day. That is the maximum time 
it is recommended to keep a living Christmas tree 

inside a home. It is advised that heating be kept off 
near the tree's vicinity and kept away from any log 

burners or fireplaces.

Tree recovers outside and is periodically repotted / 
pruned to accommodate growth and maintain 

health

The Bonsai-fication of Christmas Tree culture 

Phenological processes can still take place
Phenological processes can still take place


