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INTERSECTING SUBCULTURES OF CHINESE

INTERNET CULTURE



Jan 2025, American TikTok refugees
fled to Xiaohongshu and
encountered an internet that had
developed entirely different survival
strategies for existing under
surveillance, platform capitalism, and
state control. 



Meanwhile, on the other side of the
Great Firewall, something different

has been evolving.



GHOST FIRE BOY

TUCOOL

CHINA JIRAIKAI

TINGJU

GUANGDONG VK

YABI

SISTER HONG

TONY LC

TUAN BO

SLOW FEET
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This presentation documents
what became visible in that

breach—and asks what we can
learn from subcultures that have

been navigating algorithmic
oppression longer and more

creatively than we have.



ENTER THE PARALLELINTERNET 

IT'S TIME FOR AREALITY CHECK







These “Ghost Fire Boys” often represent youth who feel
marginalized by China’s rapid modernization, those who
missed development opportunities or can’t see clear paths
for social mobility. 

Caught between disappearing traditional values and
unfulfilled modern promises, their pursuit of immediate thrills,
rule-breaking, and destructive expression becomes a form of
postmodern rebellion against a system that has already
written them off.















Because performing
psychological instability
generates social capital
in communities that
valorize "morbid beauty"
and emotional intensity
as markers of
depth/authenticity







The holy body complex: pure perfection consists of being
born with mental illness. She dreams about overdosing on
antidepressants, blending pink Monster drinks with rice and
gummies. Her face goes pale, her body disintegrates, but
she's hot—and maybe even wanted, loved.







Ghost Fire Boys Jiraikai 



Ghost Fire Boys Jiraikai 

Modified scooters as material agency Performed instability as emotional agency





The appeal lies in borrowed legitimacy: looking stable and
credible, signaling access to power structures, projecting the
coveted “institutional boyfriend” (体制内男友 ) energy that
dominates dating market discourse. 



In an era of disorder, cosplay the Order



In the West, subcultures
have a career. In China,
they have a cycle. One
moves through stages and
dies. The other mutates
infinitely to survive

Western subcultures have
funerals, they die into
nostalgia. Chinese
subcultures have
mutations, they adapt
infinitely. 



Evil doesn't die, it reinvents itself

SHAMATE

TUCOOL

GUANGDONG VK

YABI



GUANGDONG VK



TRANSPARENCY OPACITY

COMPLIANCE

SUBVERSION

Involution (Nei Juan)

996

Bailan/Tang Ping

Tuanbo (Group Streaming)

Livestreaming

Civil Servant Style

Iron Bowl

Da Chang Life

Slow feet

Jiraikei

ShanzhaiTucool

Shamate
Guangdong Visual Kei

Billionhappy

Ghost Fire Boy

DJ 小女孩暗夜社区

Tony LC

Kuaishou

Real G moves in silence like
genomes

Xpiritualism
China Weirdcore

Rural Revitalization

County Literature

Hong Ye 

Dupes

“Clear and Bright” campaign

Yabi

Bloodzboi

Hello Boss Lady
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