Lindsey Barnett Social Justice Magazine

Typography 3 002 TERRA

[ERRd

TERRA is a young-adult magazine that
focuses on climate change and its direct
threat to humanity. It provides up-to-date
information about the climate crisis, and
the world wide affects of the rising tem-
perature.
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Oliver Whang: A lot has happened in the
past half year or so. How has your work
changed since the coronavirus hit?

Greta Thunberg: Well, we have moved
from lots of physical things, meetings and
strikes and so on, to doing it digitally. But,
I mean, since we are a movement of peo-
ple who don't fly because of the environ-
mental impact, we haven't had to change
that much in the way we work. And then
every country, every local group, differs.
Because we are a very decentralized
movement. We are not run top-down, but
every local group decides on their own
what they're going to do. So it's been dif-
ferent from city to city, from country to
country.

Oliver Whang: Have any of those coun-
tries or cities adapted in a way that's been
really successful?

Oliver Whang: Do you feel like the cli-
mate change crisis has been kind of for-
gotten in the middle of all this other stuff?

Greta Thunberg: Well, that's a very poi-
gnant narrative because, yes, of course,

“The climate crisis has never

once been treated

Greta Thunberg: Yeah. Some do weekly
digital strikes, which have been success-
ful. And many have done symbolic ac-
tions. Some have put up signs or shoes
outside the parliament buildings to sym-
bolize that we should be here, but we are
home. So there are lots of creative ways
people have adapted.

as a crisis.

as have all other issues. In an emergen-
cy like this, you have to expect that other
things are going to be put on hold, as they
have been.

Oliver Whang: One thing that's been
striking to me about the worldwide re-
sponse to the coronavirus pandemic is

that a lot of countries and companies
have made really big moves. Stimulus
bills were passed and companies are de-
veloping vaccines quickly. Do you see this
kind of response as inspiring some kind
of action towards addressing the climate
crisis?

Greta Thunberg: Well, we shouldn't be
comparing different crises, but it does
show that we can treat a crisis like a crisis.
And that it will probably change the way
we perceive crises and crisis response.
And it really proves that the climate cri-
sis has never once been treated as a cri-
sis. It's just being treated as a public and
important question, like a political topic.
Which it is not, because it's an existential
crisis.

Oliver Whang: But has the response to
the coronavirus given you more hope? As
in, we can have a similar response?
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National Geographic

Greta Thunberg: It confirmed what | al-
ready knew. That once we treat the cli-
mate crisis like a crisis, we can change
things and we can achieve things.

Oliver Whang: Here in the U.S,, an elec-
tion is coming up and our country is
scheduled to withdraw from the Paris
Agreement on November 4th. Our pres-
ident has been promising to do this for
years—he says that the accord is unfair
to America. And there are a lot of people,
not most of the people in the U.S, but a
lot of them, who agree with the president
and agree with that decision to withdraw
from the accord. What would you say to
those people?

Greta Thunberg: Nothing. Just as | al-
ways do, refer to the science. Because
people have been trying to impact these
people for so long, and they haven't suc-
ceeded. So why should 1? Why should |
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