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It's crazy because to me, in my own mind, none 
of this exists outside of just me in a room, [work-
ing] on a sewing machine, and so to hear that it 

has life outside of my bubble is really bizarre. A lot 
of the stories that I am most excited to tell about 
are womanhood and femininity, and just decon-
structing this very singular image of what it looks 

like, pretty and feminine, delicate, girly, lipstick and 
high heels. I return back to that sensual arche-

type and just kind of muddied it a little bit, mixed it 
with something a little bit more informed, a little bit 

more utilitarian. Authentic fashion just can't exist 
unless it's informed by an authentic subculture.I 
only have one identity to talk about through my 

work, so I might as well lean into that.”

“
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“Elena Velez is an american fashion designer and artist from mil-
waukee, wisconsin, based in New York City. A graduate of Parsons 
School of Design and Central Saint Martins, her work is known 
for its nontraditional synthesis of metalwork and high fashion. 
The brand made its first official New York Fashion Week debut in 
September 2021, featured subsequently in Forbes for its work to 
democratize resources and recognition for artists outside of estab-
lished creative capitals.”
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constraint, our collection often incorporates found, salvaged, and site-specific materiality. 
Through an aggressively delicate aesthetic signature, the Elena Velez brand designs with the tactile sensibility of a maker who prioritizes functionality and utility 
over perfection or beauty, working beyond contemporary references to investigate the relationship between femininity and force.”

PHILOSOPHY “Elena Velez incorporates an appreciation for the artisanal heritage of the American midwest, epitomized by the metalsmith indus-
try- a historically quintessential trademark of our hometown, Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
The authenticity of our design process is paramount to the success of the work and is built on the collaborative relationships with 
local artisans to revisit and re-contextualize iconic regional craftsmanship. Proponents of authentic process and creativity under 
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CAROLIN DIELER - 
JEWELRY - YR 1

“Carolin Dieler is a jewelry and accessories designer, based in 
Cologne, Germany. Her projects revolve around the connec-

tivity between the ocean and humanity. This relation is looked 
at from different perspectives and translated into body-related 
objects. All pieces are hand-modeled in her studio in Cologne 

and cast through companies in Germany.”

KIRA GOODEY - 
FOOTWEAR - YR 1

“Born in Perth, Western Australia, Kira Goodey initially worked 
as a costume maker and fashion designer, before moving to 
london to work as a print designer for Alexander McQueen. 
Goodey then embarked on a shoemaking apprenticeship with 
London based bespoke shoemakers Paul Thomas and Iliaz 
Iliazi. Her practice is rooted in traditional craftsmanship, where 
focus is placed on quality, precision and individual artistic 
expression; no two pairs of shoes are ever the same. Goodey’s 
shoes are all completely functional. However, Goodey enjoys 
pushing wearable footwear to its creative limits with her highly 
sculptural work.”
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NELSON KIES - 
JEWELRY - YR 0

“Nelson Kies is a young interdisciplinary designer and fabri-
cator working primarily with steel. Based in Milwaukee, WI, 
Nelson began his design shop Nels.Studio where he builds 

his practice around multi-medium processes and collabora-
tion. “The cladding accessory range is the application of one 

material over another to provide a skin or layer. This collection 
brings manufactured materials back to their organic shape and 

back to the body.”

EMILY CASTILLO - 
NAIL ART - YR 0

“Emily Castillo is a nail technician based in Milwaukee, WI, 
who specializes in nail art and hard gel enhancements. All 
materials used to create the YR 0 collection nail were salvaged 
and site specific, including metal shavings, concrete, and 
carpentry nails.”
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MORPH STUDIO - 
FOOTWEAR - YR 0
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“Morph is a design studio focused on the agnosticism between 
design and engineering to create beautifully different products. A 
multi-disciplinary design studio that has worked on products from 
nsf funded robotics to delicate conceptual sculpture pieces, each 

member’s unique experience in the world of design is applied 
collaboratively. With knowledge in different machine operations, the 
epoch boot is created with various techniques including heavy ther-
moforming and powder coating. Using industrial machinery to exe-
cute adjacent creative concepts allows the studio to imagine what 
fashion could be through unconventional materials and methods.”
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