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DESIGNER STATEMENT
ELENA VELEZ
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CA‘RI’:(%LIN JEWELRY YR 1
EMILY CA'S;IQ‘II.LII NAIL ART - YR 0
NELSON K &WELRY YR 0
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[/t's crazy because to me, in my own mind, none
of this exists outside of just me in a room, [work-
ing] on a sewing machine, and so to hear that it
has life outside of my bubble is really bizarre. A lot
of the stories that | am most excited to tell about
are womanhood and femininity, and just decon-
structing this very singular image of what it looks
like, pretty and feminine, delicate, girly, lipstick and
high heels. | return back to that sensual arche-
type and just kind of muddied it a little bit, mixed it
with something a little bit more informed, a little bit
more utilitarian. Authentic fashion just can't exist
unless it's informed by an authentic subculture./
only have one identity to talk about through my
work, so | might as well lean into that.”

- ELENA VELEZ
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ELENA VELEZ

“Elena Velez is an american fashion designer and artist from mil-
waukee, wisconsin, based in New York City. A graduate of Parsons
School of Design and Central Saint Martins, her work is known

for its nontraditional synthesis of metalwork and high fashion.

The brand made its first official New York Fashion Week debut in
September 2021, featured subsequently in Forbes for its work to
democratize resources and recognition for artists outside of estab-

lished creative capitals.”
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08 PHILOSOPHY

PHILOSOPHY

“Elena Velez incorporates an appreciation for the artisanal heritage of the American midwest, epitomized by the metalsmith indus-
try- a historically quintessential trademark of our hometown, Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

The authenticity of our design process is paramount to the success of the work and is built on the collaborative relationships with
local artisans to revisit and re-contextualize iconic regional craftsmanship. Proponents of authentic process and creativity under
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imagei: https://i-d.vice.com/en/article/88gdS
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constraint, our collection often incorporates found, salvaged, and site-specific materiality.
Through an aggressively delicate aesthetic signature, the Elena Velez brand designs with the tactile sensibility of a maker who prioritizes functionality and utility

over perfection or beauty, working beyond contemporary references to investigate the relationship between femininity and force.”
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COLLECTIONS

images: https://runway360.cfda.com/designers/elena-velez/homecoming
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“Elena’s SS20 collection is a tribute to her local o&llaborators past e
present as well as a visual poem to the industrial and utilitarian -
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Wisconsin and in collaboration with locals-only talent “HOMECOM-
ING” issatestament to-the potential of underrepresented creative

perspectives:in the american. fashion narrative.”
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24 EV COLLABORATION STUDIO

“Emily Castillo is a nail technician based in Milwaukee, WI, ri-
who specializes in nail art and hard gel enhancements. All . I,
materials used to create the YR 0 collection vaged e builds
and site specific, including metal shavings, cc;ncm( and collabora-
carpentry nails.” n plication of one

This collection

> shape and

EMILY CASTILLO -
NAIL ART - YR O

ﬁ



udio focused on t ticism between
’1- O create beau erent products. A

~

dio that has worked on products from
°SHO delicate conceptual sculpture pieces, each
Unique experience in the world of design is applied
Bllaboratively. With knowledge in different machine operations, the
epoch boot is created with various techniques including heavy ther-
moforming and powder coating. Using industrial machinery to exe-
cute adjacent creative concep_t.siellows the studio to imagine what

fashion could be through unconventional materials and methods.”

images: https://www.elenavelez.com/collaborator-studio
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