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forever 1990

for Mezzo-Soprano with Auto-Tune
and Ensemble

Instrumentation:

Flute (Alto Flute)
ClarinetinB b (Bass ClarinetinBb)

TrumpetinB b
Trombone

Percussion (Sampler or Laptop with amplification, Kick Drum, Snare Drum, Rain Stick,
1 Tubular Bell (middle C), Suspended Cymbal, Glockenspiel)

Harp

Mezzo-Soprano (with amplification and Auto-Tune)
Fender Rhodes Keyboard (with amplification)
Violin

Viola

Violoncello
Contrabass



Performance Notes:
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- bishigliando or timbral trill

- inhale

Flute (Alto Flute):
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- whistle tone

% - aeolian, breath tone
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7'\\1 - cycle through harmonic partials
% é - Flute multiphonic, with fingering
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Clarinetin B b (Bass ClarinetinB b ):

e

. - Bass Clarinet: multiphonic with high noise content,
roughly within the given register

sounding written

o) M oo
% | M | i i - Clarinet Multiphonic with fingering:
o Fé requires lots of breath and very little pressure
sounding written
A »_ #E 00 . ) C .
> $ - Clarinet Multiphonic with fingering
O
Brass:
O + - open/closed (harmon mute)

O + - wah-wah: rapid opening and closing

)J - breath only

"Iyg” "n" "fmp" - practice mute dynamics: these dynamics signify the relative ‘effort’ the player
" should produce and not the resulting sound.
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Percussion:

Notes on the electronics: The piece contains 25 pre-composed WAV sound-files to be cued at specific
points throughout the score. While the score suggests the files be played back via a sampler the
performer may also use a laptop or tablet to achieve the same results. All that is required is a method of
electronic playback which can store all cues simultaneously, playback on-cue and allow sounds to
overlap and not cut the previous sound off (should any cues overlap during a performance).

The part was originally conceived for a Roland SP-555 sampler with all sound-files loaded across two
banks (each bank contains a maximum of 16 cues). Should this method be preferred for performance a
slightly altered version of the score can be produced on request altering the numbers of each sampler
cue to better fit this setup.

Alternatively the same result can be achieved with a laptop or tablet, running a programme such as Open
Sample or any software that can trigger cue playback in the form of a virtual sampler.

All sound-files can be made available by the composer as 16 & 24-bit WAV files on request.

Harp:

Scordatura:

Bt Bb B#

¢_._ d_._ -m:_._ - the B-Naturals above middle C and one 8v above
should be tuned up by a quarter-tone
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{9 """ | - mutestrings with palm



Mezzo-Soprano:

Notes on equipment and amplification: the performer should sing into a stage microphone (an Sm58 or
any other dynamic stage microphone would be acceptable) throughout the performance (except for a few
specific moments which are specified in the score).

The mic should be running through a vocal FX pedal that can provide adjustable pitch correction, the
score is written specifically with a TC Helicon C1 in mind but there are many vocal FX pedals which could
provide similar function. The TC Helicon C1 features control dials for Scale, Correction Hardness and
‘Gender’ (NOT USED), as well as a central metal stomp-button which turns the pedal off and on. The
settings for each of these parameters is provided in the score and should be controlled by the singer
themselves, live during the performance. At the beginning of each vocal passage the Scale and Auto-tune
hardness is given in this manner:

Pedal: On [G]
Tune: 100

In addition to the pitch-correction there should also be a noticeable amount of reverb added to the
amplified vocals to make them sound soft and dream-like: This can be done in any manner of the
performer’s choosing.

Directions regarding how closely the performer should be singing into the microphone are also specified
in the score: these range from ‘close mic., ‘ordinary’ and ‘far’ and are written next to a corresponding
secondary dynamic level in brackets.

The whole work should be sung with a minimum of vibrato throughout (apart from where otherwise
specified) and in a style more akin to popular music than to classical vocal music. The use of a

microphone and amplification should require less projection from the performer and allow them to
employ a softer and more hushed vocal tone throughout.

Fender Rhodes:
The sustain pedal should be held throughout unless specified otherwise.

If it’s possible to add a subtle slow tremolo to the sound of the keyboard this would be preferred.



Strings:
$ """ | - mute all strings with the palm of the left hand

Harmonics: both natural and artificial harmonics are used throughout the piece. In addition to the
commonly used natural harmonic touchpoints (M3rd, P4th, P5th, 8va) more tonally unstable harmonics
are also used (m2nd, m7th etc.) these ‘harmonics’ are notated as natural harmonics but vary in their
degree of pitch volatility and noise content. Similarly, artificial harmonics with the touchpoint of a m2nd
are used at several points in the piece; this technique will produce mostly ‘white noise’ but with a faintly
audible pitch of the fingered fundamental.
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- scratch tone range:

ord partial scratch scratch partial scratch: excessive bow pressure still with

J J some discernible pitch
- scratch: excessive bow pressure with little to no

—— discernible pitch

J - ricochet: drop the bow onto the string allowing it to bounce naturally producing an
unmetered, exponential staccato

All tremolos written are unmetered and to be played as fast as possible



T o 1 e v e 1 1 9 9 0

I still remember dreams I had when I was 12, 13. probably even younger

When someone you know so well looks so different that you can't recognise them.. but
you know exactly who they are. and they can change again.. fluid.. untethered

It was a single clap of thunder.. and 1t seemed to last for a whole hour.. longer even..
timeless.. 1T I hadn’'t woken up 1t would've lasted forever.

It sounds perverse but I've had nightmares that I've loved.. I've felt unearthly
terror emanate Irom nowhere. nothing. and kept staring. paralyzed

ITt's all real.. none of this 1sn't Teal..

I was lying backwards down a sand dune, Tacing upwards, seelng nothing but Tthe sky
and the dune’'s tip.. and something began to split the sky 1n two, a missile, a bolt
coming tToward me, getting louder.. and I fell tThrough, into darkness, 1nto space,
black. A single light was coming towards me.. enveloping everything

I stand at the foot of my own bed, looking at myself. Seeing through the Toom's
perspective, looking on at both of me

1 9 JDC 9 0
HEMW RJC
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(breath when necessary)
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(breath when necessary)
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Long silence,
allow all resonances to clear and samples to fade
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