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Dignified Life:
Outliving Impossible Ecologies

Reem Shadid, Odessa Warren,
Siegrun Salmanian and Angelina Radakovic

Dignified Life: Outliving Impossible Ecologies came together during
an ever-escalating genocide Iin Gaza, the intensification of annex-
ation in the West Bank, and the perpetual war on Lebanon. These
are current chapters ina much longer, inseparable history: 7/ years
of Israel’'s ongoing occupation of Palestine, 58 years of occupation
of the Syrian Golan Heights, and 57 years of tyranny over Lebanon.
These histories form part of a deep, systemic, and expanding set-
tler-colonial project that wages war on life itself across ecosystems,
borders and generations. Extractive and expansionist at its core, it
IS rooted in the seizure of land and its resources, including rivers,
coastlines, and bodies. The publication also coincides with the rap-
idly changing socio-political landscape in Syria after the very recent
fall of the 53-year Assad regime.

To understand occupation and war, we must center ecology, not as a
footnote but as a central site of struggle. We understand ecology as
the expansive entanglement of ecosystems, human and more-than-
human, that enable life itself. WWhat we are witnessing today, from a
safe but implicated distance, in Palestine, Lebanon and Syria is a vi-
olence that seeks to destroy entire ecologies. One that targets not
only bodies and infrastructures, but also the very ground beneath
people’s feet and the air they breathe. This violence produces im-
possible ecologies — fragmented landscapes where life is made un-
bearable, uninhabitable, and ungrievable. Yet, even under these con-
ditions, an insistence on life and a rejection of indignity endures. In
particular, accounts from Gaza in Shourideh C. Molavi's and Manal
Zi1a’s texts describe the struggle and the right to a dignified life. To
outlive these iImpossible ecologies means to neither accept current
conditions as permanent nor to wait for their cessation to continue
the work of life.



Forthe pasttwo years we have beenwitnessing an unrelenting geno-
cide and ecocide in Gaza enacted with total impunity. Food systems,
water sources, energy grids, hospitals and schools have all become
targets. The deliberate devastation and violent withholding of the
very elements that sustain life is cumulative and deeply ecological. It
forces people into cycles of destruction, displacement and endless
rebuilding that prevents living beyond the immediate demands of
survival, foreclosing imagination and futurity. This publication gath-
ers voices that resist such foreclosure and documents practices of
defiance and care in Impossible times.

How does one hold onto a landscape of bombardment and terror
amid ever-rising thresholds of impunity? In this context, what does it
mean to rebuild when destruction is not an exception but a constant
reoccurrence? The contributions in this collection draw attention
to the cracks that emerge from within and against these cycles of
violence. These are not stories of resilience in the face of adversity,
a framing that often obscures the inherent logic of colonial violence.
Rather, they document forms of life that persist within impossible
ecologies. [ he connections between these works reveal how resist-
ance operates across multiple registers simultaneously — through
counter-cartographies that challenge dominant spatial narratives,
through more-than-human alliances, through critical engagements
with legal frameworks, and through acts of rebuilding that do not
walit for a compromised ‘peace’ that never fully arrives.

Public Works Studio’s comprehensive mapping of Israeli attacks on
Lebanon reveals strategic patterns: the deliberate targeting of eco-
logical systems, civilian infrastructure, and health facilities. Their
maps expose domicide, urbicide, and ecocide as coordinated strat-

egies rather than collateral damage, demonstrating how mapping
can serve both as documentation and imagination, creating tools
of accountability. They outline that reconstruction must not be re-
duced to rebuilding what was lost. While Public Works Studio’s spa-
tial analysis uncovers systemic patterns of violence through map-
piNg, Munira Khayyat's poetic narrative of return offers an intimate
lens on the same destruction. In ‘A Return to the End of the World',
Khayyat turns to a deeply personal account accompanying three
sisters back to their destroyed village in South Lebanon following
the 2024 war. In this "painful meanwhile”, Khayyat describes find-
INg their family home and the father’s orchard destroyed by Israe-
I forces. Though distinct in method, both accounts bear withess
to the same violence, exemplifying how both forensic and personal
modes of mapping can document this violence and affirm life amid
destruction and erasure.

Shourideh C. Molavi’'s "Everything is Red and Grey” introduces an-
other spatial formation: the university. From its establishment in
camps to its destruction and eventual repurposing during the on-
going genocide, the Islamic University in Gaza emerges as a site of
both erasure and resistance. Molavi reflects on how the destruc-
tion of ecosystems is countered with the urgency of creating new
communal arrangements. T he university becomes a spatial site re-
claimed, repurposed and reconfigured amidst devastation, a site of
both targeted erasure and enduring collective care.

Afram Chamoun’s sound piece similarly turns to what remains, to
explore how working with sonic residue can open up new listening
ecologies that imagine worlds otherwise. Here, sound becomes a
site that can be activated against disappearance. Further, in the



sonic sphere, Mhamad Safa & Lawrence Abu Hamdan discuss how
atmosphericviolence, bothloud and subdued, shapes psychological,
cultural, and political terrains. They discuss how sound becomes a
tool of both oppression and resistance across Lebanon, Syria, and
Palestine,

Marwa Arsanios shifts the focus to non-human life: in “Three Notes
on Political Animals’, she explores howanimalsareagentsand indica-
tors of broader socio-political transtformations. It follows the histor-
ic traces of animal movement and the dismantling of the mashaa, a
land commons system in the Levant, against a background of inter-
connected regimes of private property, colonialism, and hyper-mil-
itarised capitalism. The text poses urgent questions in relation to
dispossession, dehumanisation, and the deployment of robotic ani-
mals in contemporary Al warfare against Palestinians, all extensions
of the settler-colonial project. Her notion of the “political animal”
emerges as a form of resistance to these entanglements, offering
a framework to understand how non-human actors also inhabit im-
possible ecologies.

Similar to Arsanios, Aya O. Bseiso writes of the specters, the haunt-
INg that is felt on the land, insisting that the act of mapping is always
political. In her text ‘In the Usual Order of Things Rivers Run Thelir
Course: Towards a Terrain of Many Returns’, Bseiso returns to eco-
logical memory, tracing the disappeared river of Wadi Gaza through
colonial maps, online posts, and archival materials to document both
ecological destruction and the persistence of Palestinian memory.
Through fragments of songs and visual imagery, Bseiso maps not
only what has been destroyed but what continues to flow beneath
and beyond colonial control.

While Arsanios and Bseiso explore the entanglements of land, prop-
erty, and the political presence within the landscape, Manal Zia ima-
gines futures of ethical disentanglement. Her ‘Code of Conduct for
Ethical Reconstruction’ asks: what does it mean to reconstruct, not
after disaster, but after the deliberate unmaking of a place through
genocide, siege and settler colonialism? Grounded in Palestinian
iberation, Zia's framework proposes a path to reconstruction in-
formed by people in Gaza, and which resists complicity and centers
justice.

Presented as an atlas of quotes and imagery drawn from the publi-
cation’s contributions, Carla Aouad’'s ‘Measures of Resistant Ecolo-
gies’ Is a visual meditation on the impact of war on human and eco-
logical systems. Aouad’s work explores the singular yet connected
nature ofecological wounds. She poignantly asks, “What do the roots
of a tree remember that the human mind has forgotten?”. Her work
emphasizes the premise of this publication, the interdependence
of human and more-than-human survival.

Shada Safadi’s new video work 'The Wind Ropes’ turns to the wind
— an ephemeral force that carries memory, grief, and longing, and
with it echoes of children from the Golan to Gaza, beyond the myth-
ical cloud of Nun Qatana. Safadi’'s poetic call resonates across the
publication by embodying a longing that transcends borders and
ruptures.

Sanabel Abdel Rahman’s magical realist ‘ride or die’ conjures up
the more-than-human, opening literary portals of resistance and
repair. By weaving Palestinian folklore with contemporary experi-
ence, the writing foregrounds storytelling itself as a form of rebuild-



INg, a method weaving myth and memory into forms of resisting the
settler-colonial hunger for possession.

Finally, Lobna Sana’s poetic account documents a journey through
themilitarizedlandscape ofoccupiedPalestine,fromNorthto South,
crossing Israelicheckpoints and moving through various Palestinian
towns suchasHuwaraandNablus.Resonating with Munira Khayyat's
return to an impossible landscape. Sana’s body becomes the map
that navigates and defies fragmented geographies of occupation,
where movement itself is denied.

IniImpossible ecologies, landscapes face the threat of becoming un-
iINhabitable, yet they endure through practices that exceed the very
conditions of their destruction. Their impossibility lies also in their
iInsistence on outliving colonial frameworks of control and forging
forms of life that refuse to be contained within them.

The contributions share an affective, grounded, and collective re-
fusal to accept erasure as final. Instead they demand presence — of
bodies that traverse fragmented landscapes, politicalanimals, trees
that remember, rivers that haunt, sounds that echo and futures
that remain imaginable amid ruins. Against genocide and ecocide,
this constellation offers not only a testimony of what is destroyed
but an affirmation of what continues to live, remember and resist.

(Gaza and its people have taught us many things, one of the most
Important lessons has been this: life insists. As Gazan poet Han-
nan Habashi powerfully reminds us: “Life trembling against all this
death’s steadiness. But life, and that trembling, is its truth.” This life
Insists, through war and indignity, despite all efforts at erasure and
eradication. In these pages, we honor that insistence.
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> A veryiig 1s

red and gre

Shourideh C. Molav

This was one of the final text messages sent to me by my
dear friend, journalist Roshdi Yahya Al-Sarraj, five days
before he was martyred by a targeted Israeli airstrike on
his family’s home in Tel el-Hawa in Gaza City. Roshdi had
gone to al-Ahli Hospital a day after the blast on October
17, 2023, that resulted in the massacre of hundreds of
Palestinian patients and displaced families taking shel-
ter in the hospital yard. In describing the palette of life
and limb, stone and concrete he saw scattered before
him, Roshdi was foreshadowing the destructive turn of
Israel’s attempts to systematically undo the fabric of
Palestinian life that the attack on al-Ahli appeared to
mark. The beginning of this iteration of Israel’s campaign
to reduce the occupied Gaza Strip (hereafter Gaza) to
‘red’ and ‘grey’ on that day points to the dimensions of
erasure that gives shape to its ongoing campaign.
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during the First Intifada in 1987/1988. During the four years of clo-
sure that followed, the Palestinian community stepped in to fill the
void in education: lessons were organized in family houses, social
clubs, community centers, mosques and other public spaces, with
Instructors continuing to teach even without payment, sometimes
for several months, and despite numerous arrests of intellectuals,
poets, artists, and other cultural figures.

This pattern was repeated in the university at every political junc-
ture across Palestine. After the signing of the 1993 Oslo agree-
ment, permanent structures began to replace classrooms of ny-
lon and plastic tents, with new faculties opening in the arts and an
expansion into offering graduate programs. With the re-occupa-
tion of the stripin December 2000, Israelioccupation settlements,
barricades, fences and military checkpoints meant that students,
faculty and staff had to be relocated and assume online formats—
similarly forcing the construction of university buildings in more
‘rural’ or isolated parts of the Gaza Strip to enable student access
to lectures.

And In the commencing years, with each military onslaught that
followed in the form of hamed eco-colonial operations — in 2006,
2008-2009, 2012, 2014, and 2021 — and multiple incursions, the
iInfrastructure of the Islamic University would be targeted in dif-
ferent intensities, with students, faculty and staff responding by
shifting lectures, postponing deadlines and making adjustments in
the interest of continuing the connection with their culture.

As | walked along the tents erected in and around “"courtyard” of
the Islamic University in summer 2025, the forced transformation
of the logic of this historic space within the above political con-

tinuum became immediately apparent. A testament to its origins
— having been birthed into prefabricated buildings — the Islamic
University was once again transformed into makeshift tents. The
reduction of a once vibrant campus — the largest in Palestine prior
to its current decimation — into basic dwellings and living quarters
for displaced families that lack any vestige of their prior quality of
life Is both painful and a stark indicator of the all-encompassing
function of Israel’s eco-colonial genocide.

Looking outside in, each window on each floor shows signs of strug-
gle for a dignified life. Clothes hanging after being washed by hand,
despite the difficulties of obtaining water and cleaning products.
Impromptu installation and mechanics for carrying and transport-
ing vital items in between various floors of the building. And the
arches and columns of the buildings and gates of the university
turned into makeshift markets and phone charging zones, with re-
sources gathered by families to support tractors bringing in large
containers of water into the university grounds. And in the spaces
'in between’, there was al-mashaa: a kind of collective cultivation
and planting of low-growing and low maintenance crops, mostly
vegetables and herbs, in the rows that separated the makeshift
homes of each family’s living quarter.

From within, the university’s lecture halls and classrooms become
bedrooms, bathrooms, kitchens, and mazes of discovery for chil-
dren in the absence of playgrounds. The shelves and cabinets that
once stored historical documents and intellectual contributions be-
come storage for foods, toiletries, and even makeshift ovens, and
railings reused as clothing hampers.

' See Shourideh C. Molavi, Environmental Warfare in Gaza Colonial Violence and New Landscapes
of Resistance, Pluto Press, 2024,
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12,13 & 14: The grand graduation auditorium of the Islamic University, bombed out by

Israeli airstrikes, now serving as a space for makeshift tents for displaced families.
See images 13 & 14 p. 2b5.




Alongside the dehumanizing violence to which Palestinians are faced
having to survive in such conditions — and without fetishizing the
undeniable misery that comes with displacement — the communal
eco-system that was being produced through these daily transfor-
mations were also a reminder of the failure of this hyper-militarized
genocidal campaign to break the basic human defense systems of
the Palestinian people in Gaza. Indeed, the new function of the Is-
lamic University, as a place of refuge, is a product of the ability of
iIndigenous people to constantly adapt and shift their placement
and relationship with a space and land that is theirs.

As we were documenting the communal reconfiguration of the ad-
ministrative and academic halls of the university, a young couple
was getting married.

The bride, dressed in a white layered and embellished gown, with
delicate lace and intricate embroidery, was being led along the steps
of an administrative building by her groom, careful not to step on
any rubble and debris surrounding them along their path. Against
the backdrop of the sounds of dozens of surveillance drones, the
soundtrack of the occupied Gazan sky, weeks into a recent ‘evac-
uation order’ announced by the Israeli occupation forces for the
neighborhood which included the university, the young couple were
walking ahead thoughtfully and defiantly toward their future.

Their route along the building hallway involved the passing of nu-
merous young children playing in between their tents, open fires
where families were cooking their meals, and other curious spec-
tators—each of whom took care to make space and clear the path
for the couple as they passed, sharing warm words of congratula-
tions and basking in the celebration from a distance.

In these moments the Islamic University resurfaces as a place of
collective learning and co-creation. Where decades ago, the com-
munity opened the doors of their private homes to its students, staff
and instructors during various Israeli military onslaughts on the be-
sieged strip, now it is the university’'s doors that have opened, and
its stones reconfigured to serve the needs of its people in a time
of national catastrophe across Palestine. Beyond the obvious mis-
erable living conditions engineered for Palestinians in Gaza — the
culmination of Israel’s settler colonialism — the communal ecosys-
tem produced within the university teaches the meaning of resil-
lence. Using the tactics of survival mobilized by their predecessors
and learning from inherited generational traumas, the communal
practices in the Islamic University are part of a longer historical
continuum of other colonized and repressed peoples who reject
their indignity in the face of the machinery of colonial destruction.
Here, the community that has taken shape within the remaining
walls of the Islamic University is a lesson in a people who remain
committed to life.

All images taken in 2025, courtesy of Shrouq Alaila and Shourideh C. Molavi.
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For more information about the attacks, such as the types of shelling,
nature of the targets, and more, please visit the following link.

https://publicworksstudio.com/map-of-israeli-attacks-on-lebanon-2023/
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Map of Israel’s attacks on health, relief teams and facilities from
the Beginning of the War until 5 December 2024.
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— A Mapping of Israel
Attacks on Lebanon

— Public WWorks Studio

“One of the things Palestinians have taught us... is how to plan not
for the future, but in spite of it... This is something indigenous stud-
les teaches us too, which is that we live Iin the dystopia that our an-
cestors imagined. And so | think Palestinians teach us that we are
actually in the apocalypse... and that we have to find ways to plan
again not for but despite the future.”

— Sherene Seikaly, from "What Have We Learned? Israel’'s Genocide -

One Year On’,

With these words, historian Sherene Seikaly summarizes an exis-
tential and spatial logic lived by the inhabitants of regions ravaged
by occupation and war, where planning becomes an act of resist-
ance, and where reclaiming devastated spaces and landscapes
challenges (or dismantles) acts of erasure and annihilation. To en-
vision the future and work toward shaping it requires a gathering
of the fragments of memory and history that remain and reassem-
bling and documenting what has been lost — what has happened,
and what is yet to come.

In Palestine, the Israeli occupation has historically relied on set-
tler-colonial practices, employing all available tools to destroy, dis-
place, exterminate, and erase a people, their culture and their his-
tory. In Lebanon, the story is not much different. The occupation
has pursued a consistent policy of aggression, manifesting in a se-
ries of large-scale military attacks, most notablyin1978,1982,1996,
and 2006. These attacks were not isolated events; they reflected
deep-seated Israeli ambitions over Lebanese land and water, am-
bitions rooted in the “land and water doctrine” born with the Zion-
ISt movement, which became a cornerstone of its colonial policies.



This greed for natural resources, alongside the aim of expanding
regional influence, led Israel to exploit every opportunity to desta-
bilize Lebanon and weaken its sovereignty.

Since October 8, 2023, with the onset of the war on Gaza, Leba-
non has once again become a target of Israeli attacks. These have
gone beyond physical destruction of buildings — or what the occu-
pation calls "specific targets” — and have included the systematic
erasure of places and landmarks, the distortion of their meanings,
the obliteration of historical and spatial narratives tied to them,
and the erasure of collective memory.

Revealing these social, cultural, and environmental layers that have
been targeted for erasure holds particular significance, especially
In light of past post-war reconstruction efforts, which often led to
more destruction rather than a just and sustainable recovery. As
a research platform committed to knowledge production and dis-
semination in Lebanon, Public Works Studio has tracked and doc-
umented these attacks to understand their cumulative impact on
our built and natural environment, and on our lives as residents.
We have mapped these attacks according to the type of weapon-
ry; the number of bombardment days; and the types of targets in-
flicted on Lebanese cities, towns, and villages.

This data was collected through daily monitoring and compilation
of attack-related information from the National Council for Scien-
tific Research platform and local media sources — both from their
social media and televised news reports — as well as from field cor-
respondents and others. Every piece of information was verified
using multiple sources for accuracy. The attacks were then cate-
gorized temporally and spatially, and by type, with emphasis on the

targeted groups. To avoid discrepancies due to conflicting data on
the number of strikes, we chose not to represent the frequency
of attacks by the number of airstrikes or shells per region, but in-
stead by the number of days each area was targeted.

It was imperative for us to also search for stories and spatial nar-
ratives that would allow us to reveal and document the socio-eco-
nomic, ecological and cultural destruction of the urban fabric: mar-
kets, spaces of gathering, cultural landmarks, natural landscapes,
amongst others, in an attempt to understand what we have lost
and what we must reclaim.

By featuring the different Lebanon-scale maps of the attacks, along-
side local-scale mappings revealing the socio-economic and cultural
damages in Tyre, Baalbeck, and Kfar Kela, as well as the neighbor-
hoods of South Beirut, this text provides analysis on urbicide, dom-
icide, and ecocide in the context of Lebanon.

The text also indulges In tackling questions on reconstruction, ur-
ban planning, and recovery in the context of a violent assault and
the devastation of the urban landscape, with entire neighborhoods
reduced to rubble. This is specifically pertinent when state insti-
tutions have failed to tackle the recurring challenges since Octo-
ber 8, 2023, leaving us urbanists to grapple with how to rebuild in
a place where violence dismantles the very idea of urban justice
and impacts both the tangible and the intangible dynamics of the

"The term “the doctrine of land and water” was coined by Theodor Herzl, the founder of
the Zionist movement. Herzl was one of the first Zionists to recognize the importance
of water to the land of the Hebrew state he dreamed of in his novel Old Land-New Land.
Source: As’'ad Razzouk, Greater Israel: A Study of Zionist Expansionist Thought, Pales-
tine Research Center, Beirut, 1968,




city, unjust development planning, economic decline, conflict and
natural disaster. Urban recovery is therefore neither a ‘post’ con-
dition nor limited to physical rebuilding. It is intertwined with dis-
placement, politics, and power relations across time and place.

Between documentation and analysis:
The map as a tool of resistance

Mapping is not just a method of interpreting complex data and re-
vealing relationships that may otherwise go unnoticed. It is also
a powerful tool for transforming dominant narratives. In both its
roles, map design becomes crucial in determining how a map is
read and fixing its anticipated impact on public perception. The
choice of codes and symbols to explain what the map conveys, the
style of its rendering, what is shown or hidden, and the multi-lay-
ered nature of its interpretation — all work together to produce
political meaning.

Therefore, the act of desighing the map is as important as the data
It contains. It is the essence of cartography. Everything shown or
concealed, and the relationships woven between different ele-
ments to reach a holistic reading of the map, is a deliberate, and
political, choice. Yet the map is often received by the public as a
representation of reality, a form of absolute truth. The map holds
power: to convey information while also offering an analytical read-
Ing, which is where its greatest influence lies.

Unlike infographics or charts, mapping is a narrative medium
across time and geography, interpreted through a set of codes

linked to knowledge. It generates new meanings, transforms per-
ceptions, and fosters analyses that deepen connections to land,
geography, people, culture, history, and nature—allowing maps to
carry discursive potential.

With this perspective and intention, we created the "Map of Israe-
i Attacks” on Lebanon since October 8, 2023. This is not the first
time that local designers, researchers, and activists have engaged
In documenting Israeli assaults on Lebanon in order to understand
and communicate them to both local and international audienc-
es?. Today’s map draws from past experiences, especially through
the creation of a “strike code” that allows the intensity of Israeli
attacks to be understood at a glance (a general overview), while
also offering detailed information at a closer level (a specific view).
Its aim Is to provide documentary evidence against the Zionist set-
tler-colonial project, and to foster a deeper understanding of its
brutality and impact on our land and society — preparing us for the
multiple responses we need for survival, recovery, and continuity.

*During the July 2006 war, a group undertook the daily tracking of Israeli strikes across
all Lebanese territories and mapped them anonymously on the "Map” website. This map
was translated into numerous languages and published on media platforms around the
world. It successfully linked abstract news reports to concrete spatial events on the
ground.



https://kharita.wordpress.com/category/lebanon-2006/
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Map showing the areas targeted by Israel and the intensity of attacks across different
time periods
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1. Ecocide: a strategy to destroy Lebanon’s ecosystems

Inthe first three months of the war, forests, woodlands,and agricul-
tural lands topped the list of the most heavily bombarded targets,
suffering severe damage that included the killing of livestock and
poultry and the burning of green areas. These attacks aligh with a
broader Israeli strategy to destroy Lebanon’s ecosystems, recog-
nizing their role in sustaining communities and their resilience.

One of the most telling features of this strategy is the use of inter-
hationally banned white phosphorus in bombings and the trans-
formation of southern border villages into a “biosphere of war”>
— a first step toward rendering the land uninhabitable. It is esti-
mated that Israel burned approximately 22 million square meters
of green land, including 1.45 million square meters of agricultural
fields, orchards, and olive groves®, directly or indirectly impacting
about 70% of the agricultural sector in the South.

These practices are categorized as “ecocide” — that is, the large-
scale, intentional destruction of the environment and agricultural
livelihoods, causing long-term, irreparable harm. This includes the
disruption of ecosystems, loss of biodiversity, pollution of essential
resources, endangerment of human communities, and the disrup-
tion of traditional ways of life, forced displacement, and separa-
tion of people from their land.

Beyond ongoing debates over the classification of ecocide and
therein the systematic destruction of agriculture and eradication
of farming practices, it must be recognized as extensions of the
Zionist settler-colonial project. The occupation’s practices in Leb-
anon cannot be viewed In isolation from its record in Palestine,
where land razing has long been used as a colonial tool to entrench
farmers and peasants within the occupation’s economic system,
control the market, and manipulate access to food — especially
since food sovereignty Is a fundamental part of a people’s inde-
pendence and ability to exist free from the occupier’s control.

2. Shift in targeting: From environmental destruction to target-
ing civilians and razing homes

In the months that followed, starting in December 2023, there was
a clear shift in the pattern of attacks. The number of days in which
forests and agricultural lands were targeted decreased, while the
bombardment of residential neighborhoods and homes intensified.
This likely sighaled a shift in the occupation’s strategic priorities—
perhaps moving toward asserting more control over civilian pop-
ulations to undermine support for resistance movements. Aware

>White phosphorus is subject to strict regulations under international humanitar-
lan law. Its use is permitted for specific purposes, such as creating smoke screens
or marking targets; however, its use in civilian-populated areas is prohibited due to
the severe risk of burns and injury. Such use constitutes a violation of international
humanitarian law and can be considered a war crime.

° According to the report by the National Council for Scientific Research titled
“The Israeli Aggression on Lebanon 2023-2024: A Brief Report on Israeli Attacks
and Sectoral Damages.”




of the role of civilian support for the resistance, Israel conducted
a mass detonation of wireless communication devices (pagers)’ in
densely populated areas such as Beirut's southern suburb, Tyre,
Nabatieh, Bint Jbeil, and various towns in the Bekaa and South
Lebanon on September 17 and 18. This confirmed that its targeting
bank was not limited to resistance fighters but included civilians
as well.

This operation killed at least 37 people and injured more than
2,9318, many of whom were civilians and children. It marked a turn-
iIng point in the war, highlighting a shift toward unconventional war-
fare tactics that disregard the distinction between military and
civilian targets. Legally, this type of attack constitutes a blatant
violation of international humanitarian law, which prohibits indis-
criminate attacks that do not distinguish between civilian objects
and military targets.”

In the days following this operation — especially on September 23,
2024 - the targeting of homes escalated dramatically as part of a
continued deliberate strategy to harm civilians. On that day alone,
around 1,100 airstrikes were carried out across various regions,
resulting in 569 deaths, including 50 children and 94 women, In-
juring 1,850 others™®, and displacing over 90,000 Lebanese'. The
execution of such a high number of raids in one day was not only
aimed at achieving rapid military results but also at terrorizing the
population and weakening Lebanese societal resilience.

The bombardment of homes continued heavily until the ceasefire
agreement went into effect on November 27, 2024. This resulted in
damage to 317,500 housing units and the complete destruction of
43,750 units across Lebanon'—a campaign that can be described

as domicide'®; the deliberate and large-scale destruction of homes
aimed at killing or harming civilians. Such acts constitute an unde-
niable breach of international law.

"Explosive devices concealed inside everyday communication equipment were used to
carry out deadly attacks in supermarkets, cars, residential streets, and other crowd-
ed public areas. These attacks caused shocking injuries, spread fear and panic widely
across Lebanon, and overwhelmed a healthcare sector already strained by the severe
economic crisis.

5 An article by Amnesty International titled “Lebanon: Establish international investigation
iInto deadly attacks using exploding portable devices”, dated 20 September 2024.
» According to Article b1 of Additional Protocol | to the Geneva Conventions, relating to
the Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflicts, dated 8 June 1977.

'O According to a report by ESCWA titled “The Israeli Attacks on Lebanon and Their Mul-
tidimensional Impacts®, dated August 2024,

"An article by Al Jazeera titled (translated from Arabic) “UN: 90,000 Displaced in Leba-
non, Region Cannot Withstand a New Displacement Crisis®, dated 25 September 2024.
2 According to preliminary statistics from the Jihad al-Bina Foundation, which were com-
niled after the ceasefire, it is a Lebanese development and reconstruction organization
Known for its close ties to Hezbollah. It was founded in the late 1980s to implement re-
construction and infrastructure projects following the devastation caused by wars and
Israeli attacks in southern Lebanon and the southern suburbs of Beirut.

®Derived from the Latin words domus (house) and caedo (to kill), the concept of “domes-
tickilling” extends beyond the physical demolition of buildings, leaving profound emotional
and psychological trauma for individuals and families. In Lebanon, the Israeli occupation
systematically targets homes and infrastructure with the aim of severing people’s con-
nection to their land, culture, and heritage, denying them their right to peace and dignity.
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Thetargeting of medicaltransportandhealth facilitiesnotonly con-
stitutes a severe violation of international law™ but also amounts
to a war crime and a crime against humanity', given its systematic
assault on civilian life.

4. Destruction of religious sites: an assault on the cultural and
spiritual identity of Lebanese people

During the escalation period, the targeting of religious buildings in-
creased significantly. We documented Israeli strikes on more than
42 religious landmarks across 37 towns, most of them in the South
and Nabatieh Governorates. Mosques were the most affected: 17
were completely destroyed by airstrikes or detonation. Two were
bulldozed by Israeli forces after the ceasefire came into effect.
Twelve others were severely damaged by direct bombardment,
and one Hussainiya was destroyed. Additionally, two churches, five
cemeteries, and one religious shrine were targeted. Israel also at-
tacked mourners during two funerals.

Israel’s systematic policy of destroying religious sites and places
of worship reflects an intention to erase symbols of deep spiritual,
symbolic, and cultural meaning for Lebanese communities. These
structures are part of Lebanon’s heritage, culture, and identity —
elements that the occupation seeks to erase. Despite multiple In-
ternational conventions prohibiting the targeting of places of wor-
shipduring wartime', Israelhas continued this policy sincethe 1948
Nakba, when it destroyed many Palestinian mosques and church-
es—turning some into Israeli restaurants, hotels, and museums.'

Map of Israels Attacks on Places of Worship and Cemeteries from the Beginning of the
War until the End of December 2024,

2024 Jo3l 1eilS dilgs &> wymdl &olas die plBally 8aladl youd Sl el Blagiesl das 5
See image 4 p. 34.

5. New forms of aggression: Israel refuses to withdraw and tar-
gets the return of civilians

In early October 2024, Israel began employing a new form of ag-
gression: limited ground incursions into South Lebanon, accompa-
nhied by demolition and razing of entire neighborhoods. However,
these incursions were typically followed by Israeli withdrawal, and
the occupation was unable to enter all border areas. On Novem-
ber 27, a ceasefire agreement was signed, launching a 60-day pe-
riod for both sides to fulfill their commitments before finalizing the
ceasefire.

Lebanon abided by the agreement, and resistance fighters halted
their operations. But Israel, as expected, did not comply. While it
reduced bombing in some areas, it intensified its attacks on bor-

'®Under the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court.

'Article 52 of Additional Protocol | to the 1977 Geneva Conventions stipulates the need
to protect civilian objects, including places of worship, from military attacks and affirms
the prohibition on targeting, destroying, or seizing them without military justification.
Security Council Resolution 2347 of 2017 further strengthens this protection, stating
that the destruction of cultural property, including places of worship, constitutes a war
crime.

'®From the article “Israel and the Destruction of Mosques and Churches in Occupied
Palestine 1948" by Ghazi Hussein.




der towns, entering more than 43 of them. It adopted new tactics
such as booby-trapping and detonating homes, abducting return-
INg residents, burning and demolishing houses, blocking roads, and
sweeping residential areas with machine gun fire.

On January 26, 2025, Israel failed to fully withdraw by the end of
the 60-day deadline. In response, villagers attempted to return to
reclaim their land. Israeli forces opened fire, killing 24 and injuring
124. Under U.S. protection, the deadline was extended to February
18, after which Israel withdrew from most towns but maintained
control over five points along the border.

Yet violations continue. To this day, Israel breaches the ceasefire®
with daily assaults#® on civilians to prevent the return of residents
to destroyed border villages. Despite the lack of homes to return
to, Israel has targeted temporary shelters set up by residents, as
well as vital makeshift facilities like water tanks, medical centers,
and cafés—deliberately sabotaging any attempts to rebuild or re-
store normal life. This reflects a systematic policy to depopulate
border areas as part of a broader strategy to assert dominance
and create new facts on the ground.

Destruction strategies and their —

local implications

1. Mass Evacuation and Detonation

Throughout the war, Israel employed a range of military tactics
aimed at achieving strategic goals by destabilizing Lebanese so-
ciety and fundamentally altering its demographic and infrastruc-
tural landscape. Among these tactics was mass evacuation, espe-
cially during its intense bombardment of Beirut’s southern suburb
(Dahieh)?, where it distributed threat maps almost daily—mere

minutes before airstrikes—to terrorize the population and trigger
mass displacement. These warnings eventually extended to major
cities like Tyre?? and Baalbek??, threatening thousands of buildings
and heritage sites, and resulting in widespread displacement and
destruction.

93,152 Israeli violations until April 7, 2025, according to the Lebanese Broadcasting Cor-
poration International (LBCI).

20 At a rate of 25 breaches per day.

“Between September and November 2024, Dahieh was targeted by approximately 500
airstrikes, 279 of which were declared Israeli airstrikes, in addition to one announced af-
ter that date. The first map was published on September 27, 2024, and maps continued
to be published almost daily for two months, with an average of approximately 4.5 air-
strikes per day.

>2The occupation threatened neighborhoods containing more than 7,000 buildings.
230n October 30, 2024, the Israeli occupation army issued a mass evacuation warn-
iIng for all residents of Baalbek, Duris, and Ain Bourday, threatening more than 10,000
oulildings. Israel dropped more than 300 bombs on Baalbek and its surrounding areas
netween February and November 2024, causing fires, thick smoke, and the destructior
of 190 buildings, in addition to damaging 5,140 other buildings, resulting in an estimatec
102,250 cubic meters of rubble.



https://publicworksstudio.com/urbicide-dahieh/
https://publicworksstudio.com/urbicide-dahieh/

These maps became both visual and symbolic manifestations of
urban annihilation, reflecting a clear strategy to destroy civilian
spaces—not just in terms of physical damage, but as an assault on
the very fabric of communal life. Thus, Israel’s so-called "warnings”
served as a tool of terror, turning them into instruments of forced
and mass displacement, recognized as a war crime.

Map of Areas Threatened by the Israeli Occupation in Baalbek and their
soclal components.
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See image 5 p. 306.

Map of Areas Threatened by the Israeli Occupation in Tyre and their
soclal components
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In addition to using warnings, Israel adopted a strategy of deto-
hating and razing entire neighborhoods. At Public Works Studio,
we documented the use of mass demolition through explosive de-
vices in 42 southern towns during the post-ceasefire period. This
led to the complete destruction of entire neighborhoods, religious
landmarks, and civic structures. The destruction was observed via
satellite imagery and videos recorded by residents and even the
Israeli army itself, showing the bombing of neighborhoods and ci-
vilian landmarks amid celebrations by Israeli soldiers. These acts
once again violated international law by failing to distinguish be-
tween military and civilian targets—amounting to war crimes.

Furthermore, Israel extensively used white phosphorus bombs in
border villages and deliberately targeted critical infrastructure.
The next section will explore these two strategies in depth—how
they were implemented, their severe effects on civilians and the
environment, and how they are reshaping the material, social, and
ecological realities through forced displacement, environmental
contamination, and the destruction of vital infrastructure.






2. Systematic ecocide through white phosphorus bombs

The PW map reveals the locations where Israel used white phos-
phorus, a substance banned under international law and previously
deployed in Lebanon in 1982, 1993, 1996, and 2006. These attacks
targeted border towns and their surrounding forests, amounting
to deliberate environmental destruction. A comparison of mapping
data confirms that bombed areas overlapped significantly with ag-
riculturally rich zones, providing undeniable evidence of the long-
term environmental and agricultural damage caused by phospho-
rus weapons.*

Southern Lebanon boasts a favorable climate and diverse ecosys-
tem that make it a fertile and highly productive agricultural region.
It accounts for approximately 22% of Lebanon’s fruit and citrus
production, 38% of its olives, and a significant share of grains#.
Local communities, especially in border villages, depend heavily
on these crops for their livelihoods. Israeli aggression forced many
farmers to flee in search of safety, thereby halting nearly all agri-
cultural activity during the war across an area of about 130,000
hectares—one-quarter of Lebanon’s farmland=<°. A total of 60 ca-
dastral zones, encompassing vast agricultural and natural areas,
were targeted, leading to crop destruction, soil contamination, and
the prevention of residents from accessing their land.

Israel took advantage of South Lebanon’s rugged terrain and the
logistical difficulties in reaching and extinguishing fires, deliberate-
ly targeting firefighters with gunfire and shelling as they attempted
to contain the damage.

By October 29, 2023, roughly three weeks after the bombing be-
gan, reports emerged of farmers falling ill after consuming crops
that were not directly hit but had been grown near phosphorus
strike zones?’. In January 2024, Lebanon’s Ministry of Environment
announced that soil tests from five sites struck by Israeli phospho-
rus shells revealed phosphorus concentrations up to 900 times
the normal level, along with elevated levels of heavy metals.

>4 According to the World Health Organization and the report “Environmental threats
In conflict zones: Assessing the fallout of white phosphorus munitions on soil and water
In the Jordan River Basin,” these effects include contaminating water and soil, making
them unsuitable for cultivation, and burning farmers’ skin on prolonged contact. If crops
are not burned directly by direct contact with white phosphorus, they will be affected by
the resulting toxic chemicals, which are released into the soil, groundwater, or through
the air. White phosphorus releases phosphoric acid into the soil, reducing its fertility and
making it unsuitable for future crop cultivation, exposing it to the risk of erosion. Toxic
residues can also remain in the soil for many years, becoming a semi-permanent feature
of the ecosystem, affecting local environmental cycles. Existing crops become contam-
inated, and the contamination can travel to aquifers and other water sources, affecting
the animals and humans who depend on them. In addition, white phosphorus is toxic to
living organisms and can cause the death of fish, aguatic organisms, mammals, birds, and
iInsects. It also affects migratory birds that pass over the area during migration seasons.
2> According to a report issued by the Lebanese Ministry of Environment and the United
Nations Development Programme in 2011,

26 According to a report by the National Council for Scientific Research entitled “The Is-
raeli Aggression against Lebanon 2023-2024, a Brief Report on Israeli Attacks and Sec-
toral Damage”.

> Al-Markaz, Israel’'s Environmental and Economic War on Lebanon, March 3, 2024.







3. Urbicide through the deliberate targeting of social and eco-
homic vital sites

The damage extended far beyond land, soil, and water. It also sev-
ered people’s connection to their places — to spatial memory and
the collective identity embedded in everyday spaces. Just as the
bombing rendered the land uninhabitable, it also disrupted the so-
cial fabric rooted in that space. This motivated our search through
maps and attack patterns for local narratives — stories of place.

We envisioned social maps as silent narrators of the destroyed
neighborhoods, built from the voices of their residents. Throughin-
terviews, we attempted to narrate the spatial experiences of neigh-
borhoods, documenting various layers of the urban fabric: mar-
kets, gathering spaces, borders, checkpoints, cemeteries, shops
— seeking to understand what was lostand what must be reclaimed.
While these maps are based on individual testimonies, they reveal
intimate snapshots of human-place relationships, allowing us to re-
Imagine the destroyed city as alive, vocal, and dynamic.

For example, in Chiah, a neighborhood in Beirut’'s southern suburb,
Public Works Studio documented extensive social and economic
damage to formal and informal markets, meeting spaces, ceme-
teries, and shops.

Map Documenting Israeli Strikes in Chiah,

with Spatial Narratives Based on a Local Resident’s Testimony.
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See image 9 p. 39.

Map Documenting Israeli Strikes in Hadath- Saint Therese,

with Spatial Narratives Based on a Local Resident’s Testimony.
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See image 10 p. 39.

We recorded 40 airstrikes on Chiah and its vicinity, which caused
widespread destruction—including significant damage to three ma-

Jjor informal markets during airstrikes on November 14, 16, and 22:

» Souk al-dammal, one of Beirut's most well-known working-class
markets

» Chiah’s produce and food market

 The "balah” clothing market, which spans several streets

These markets made Chiah a hub for Beirut's poorer communi-
ties, and their destruction threatens the area’s vibrant economic
life. Key commercial streets also sustained damage, such as:

» Old Saida Road, known for auto repair shops

» The road from Tayyouneh roundabout to Sayyed Hadi Highway,
lined with cafés and second-hand stores

- Asaad al-Asaad Street, popular for its restaurants

Israel’s deliberate targeting of such social and economic lifelines
aimed to erase landmarks and culturally symbolic places, under-
Mining the spatial narratives connectedtothem. Thisprocessleads
to the erasure of individual and collective memory and weakens the
bonds that link people to their places. It is a psychological strategy
to demoralize the Lebanese people, conveying a message that not
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only is the present under attack, but the past and its memories are
also marked for destruction, compounding the difficulty of post-
war recovery.

As such, these social maps assert the right to reclaim, belong to,
and reshape living spaces — restoring the possibility of creating
new Individual and collective memories within them.

- How do we recover despite the future?

These maps, and the visualizations they contain, offer tools for in-
terpreting the deep scars the war has left on the urban, social, and
environmental fabric. But can they also help us deconstruct cur-
rent realities and establish new, socially-rooted narratives? Could
these maps become a means to reimagine or re-archive the spa-
tial, social, and cultural dimensions of urban existence?

The absence of reconstruction so far, and the total lack of official
discourse around It, is a stark indicator that the war is not over.
In fact, it is deepening, delaying the possibility of recovery. In re-
ality, the war has not ended. Hundreds of attacks have occurred
since the ceasefire was announced. The targeting of returning
residents®' makes it clear: returning is perceived as a threat that
must be prevented.

This reveals that the war has morphed from open military aggres-
sion into a war on existence —a war on the right to land and life.
Thus, the first step in any recovery process must be the real ces-

sation of war — not merely a ceasefire on paper. This requires a
clear political stance from the Lebanese state that places the pro-
tection of people and their right to return and live in dignity as the
first priority. It must go beyond rhetoric toward real action — con-
demnation of the repeated attacks, protection of residents and
their land, and guarantee of the basic conditions for life in affect-
ed areas. Recovery cannot begin while these conditions remain
absent, and while war continues to be met with official silence and
inaction, under the eyes of all and with no accountability.

The second step lies in planning, in spite of this grim reality, and the
urgent need to critically rethink reconstruction and move toward
more just and sustainable foundations, even amid the ongoing dys-
topia created by war.

This kind of recovery demands an integrated vision — one that rec-
ognizes the interdependence of infrastructure, social justice, and
community participation. Reconstruction should not be reducedto
material repair. It must be a national project that re-evaluates out-
dated urban, economic, and social planning models that no longer
meet the aspirations of Lebanon’s people.

This approach reaffirms that rebuilding cannot be isolated from its
political and social context. [t must be understood as a deeply polit-
ical act, one that influences the future of places and their people.
Spatial justice can only be restored by recognizing the deep links
between planning, power, memory, and the right to land.

3'In more than one town, Israel has repeatedly targeted prefabricated houses that res-
idents were preparing as temporary housing. It has also targeted some prefabricated
rooms that were being prepared as alternative centers for municipalities, or as shops
and bakeries.




Thus, these maps are not merely tools to read the present or docu-
ment the past — they are also instruments to reimagine the future,
to explore how to repair the complex relationship between people
and place, and to question the patterns of exclusion often repro-
duced under the guise of recovery. In this sense, maps become
tools of research and accountability, and mediums for envisioning
an urban recovery that goes beyond material reconstruction to
become a comprehensive social project — one that does justice to
residents, restores the significance of destroyed neighborhoods,
and preserves and reimagines shared spaces on the basis of jus-
tice, rights, and dignity.

Mapping team: Asmaa Al-Ghrawi, Imad Kaafarani, Nadine Bekdache
Research team: Rayan Alaeddine, Tala Alaeddine, Abir Saksouk

Written by Rayan Alaeddine
Translated by Samuel Wilder
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gether they whispered verses of protection and arrival. Protection from
drone strikes, from the deadly sights of the Israeli army occupying Jabal
Blat across the village's marj, but mostly - | knew - for protection from
heartbreak and shattering sorrow. Here we had arrived back in their be-
loved village at the nation-state’s outer rim and on the cusp of spring. | took  ——
a right at the broken sign and stopped the car. We sat a moment in gray si-
lence under a sapphire sky. We had just returned to the end of the world.

— Munira Khayyat

The house was the firstin the village'. The past-tense pricks me as | write this, ——
The house was. Thevillage was. I'his world was.

"This village (now gone) and this family (now homeless) centered my ethnography of life and war, A Land-
scape of War: Ecologies of Resistance and Survival in South Lebanon (University of California Press 2022) D
that was researched in the immediate aftermath of the July 2006 war and written in the decade after it. In
the book, drawing on what | learned alongside this and other families waging life in the borderland and bat-
tlefield of Jabal ‘Amel/Galiee/South Lebanon, | developed the concept of resistant ecologies that shows the
ways in which humans and non-humans form non-military partnerships that resist the ever-returning storm
of war. These resistant ecologies now shape the front line of resistance in South Lebanon. SR
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