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Biography 

Jane Hwang is a multimedia artist based in Berlin. She explores the silences embedded in both 
institutional archives and personal memory, reclaiming absence as a framework for shaping 
collective narratives. Through research-based practice, she traces fractured memories and 
examines how memory artifacts are internalized in bodily and sensory experience. Her work 
engages oral history, ritual, and historical documentation, articulating their resonance through film, 
text, and audiovisual installation.

Hwang holds a B.F.A. from the Massachusetts College of Art and Design and an M.A. in Art in 
Context from the Berlin University of the Arts. Her work has been exhibited on various platforms, 
including a solo exhibition at Artspace Hyeong, Seoul (2023), as well as group exhibitions at the 
nGbK (2025), Sternschuppen at Volksbühne am Rosa-Luxemberg-Platz (2024), CCA Berlin (2023), 
and the Museum für Fotografie Berlin (2020).

Artist Statement (Excerpt) 

Fragments of memory often surface before us unexpectedly, like old buoys washed ashore. I 
observe these remnants, carried by the currents of time, as they settle and take root in the present 
context. These are the marginalized memories excluded from official records, the suppressed 
histories of communities meant to be erased, and at times, the very products of an era’s silence. 
Such narrative debris is generated, circulated, and archived in incomplete forms. Some stories 
exist only in archives, for the generations that served as their living vessels are no longer with us. 
Others, never voiced, are held in the mouth only to be swallowed and quietly fade into oblivion. Still 
others are modified and adapted to survive, passed down as folklore, myth, or rumors. My work, 
therefore, focuses on the dynamic interplay of narratives that emerges at the juncture where state 
records, community archives, and individual experiences diverge.

My practice unfolds by reconfiguring the manifold layers of memory through research-based 
media, including video and sound installation, text, and performance. I gather the voids and losses 
left unspoken in dominant narratives, bestowing them with a sense of presence by reprocessing 
and reassembling them into fragments of image, writing, and sound. This methodology of 
materializing limited memories inevitably creates voids and absences, necessitating the 
intervention of fiction and imagination. These possibilities... become agents that make the 
impossible task of perpetuating memory possible.

They say that among the stars embroidering the night sky, some are already dead; it simply takes 
time for the light they once emitted to reach our eyes. Perhaps a star glittering before us now has 
already shattered, its remnants giving birth to a new star. This makes me think that certain things 
require a fateful passage of time before they can be seen. A memory, a fact, or a phenomenon may 
be constantly journeying from the past, destined to be perceived by someone in this very moment. 
One day, we look up at the night sky and witness things that, having completed their tenacious 
journey, finally enter our field of vision. When the debris of memory forms a new constellation and 
that constellation becomes perception, the reality of the past is incorporated into our senses. In 
that moment, a communion occurs, and at last, the past survives within us.


