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				Ye, A Dividing Figure
	Kanye Omari West, winner of 24 Grammys and rapper who shifted the rap industry by releasing compositionally heavy music which deviated from “gangsta rap” and brought black culture closer to high fashion while staying in constant controversy, died on X in X at the age of X. 
	
Sean, “Jay-Z,” Carter described West as a “Cowboy” who changed industry standards. West’s music juxtaposed 2000s rap, which emphasized upbringings in crime-ridden ghettos, with themes of romance and religion throughout his discography. West thought, “rap dudes don’t rap about love.”

As West’s music achieved massive success it changed the rap industry, and opened the door to him mentoring other rappers, like Kid Cudi and Travis Scott. The rap industry went from songs with a simple bassline and beat to mimicking West’s samples of old soul choruses and his later music which used autotune over a melodic rhythm.

Unlike rappers of the time, West had clothes from the Gap, showing what fashion magazines called “a love of prep” with bright polo shirts, sweaters, and jewelry.

West influenced high fashion to include more black voices by promoting black models and collaborating on fashion projects with Virgil Abloh.

West’s outbursts stole the media’s attention. He said, “George Bush doesn’t care about black people,” during a Hurricane Katrina relief concert in 2005 and took the microphone out of Taylor Swift’s hands during her MTV VMA award speech in 2009. 

Furthermore, he supported former President Trump with hateful rhetoric in 2016 and pushed antisemitic theories and tropes in 2022. 

West was born in Atlanta in 1977 to an english professor mother. When West was three-years-old, his parents divorced, and he moved to Chicago with his mom.

Rap culture mesmerized him, leading West’s mother to find No I.D. 's number. No I.D., a producer for Common, mentored West by letting the young teenager record in his basement studio.

After a semester at Chicago State University, against his mother’s advice, West dropped out of college and pursued his music career full-time.

West’s first producer credit was for the debut album of a Chicagoan named Grav's in 1996. In 2000 West got his first big break when Def Jam A&R Hip-Hop bought his beats.

 This same year West produced songs for Jay-Z, such as “Heart of the City” and “Izzo (H.O.V.A),” leading to a partnership between the two.

In 2002, Jay-Z’s record label Roc-a-Fella Records signed West, but two weeks later, while asleep West crashed his car. With his mouth wired shut, West rapped on “Through the Wire,” a big hit on his first album in 2004 “The College Dropout”.

In 2007, West’s mom passed away from plastic surgery complications. West’s mother significantly influenced him, thus he named an album after her in 2021, “Donda”.

In 2009, Taylor Swift’s acceptance speech for Best Video by a Female Artist was interrupted by West complimenting Beyoncé. In 2011, he started dating TV star Kim Kardashian, married her in 2014, and had four kids named North, Saint, Chicago, and Psalm before divorcing in 2021.

West blames bipolar disorder for his outbursts. According to him, “I’m a human being. I’ve got opinions.” 

In 2018, he implied that African American slaves were enslaved by choice and cited a fake Harriet Tubman quote saying slaves didn’t know they were slaves.

 In 2022, West used his social media presence to spread antisemitic conspiracy theories and tropes; although he has apologized for spreading hate, it undoubtedly has left a stain on his legacy.

Like the Rolling Stone said West is an, “egomaniac with more than enough artistic firepower to back it up.”

Sources
I prioritized more formal sources like AP and the New York Times, yet it took a lot of work to come by serious news coverage of Kanye West. At the same time, more pop culture-focused news companies like Rolling Stone, People Magazine, and Vogue. Vogue and Rolling Stone are more reputable magazines than most celebrity gossip-based media, so I chose those sources. The only more “serious” sources I could find for Kanye that I could apply to the obituary were the New Yorker and Vox. I also only quoted the cowboy quote from Revolt because I thought that word described Kanye well. It was hard to come by quotes I could use in the obituary. There is no shortage of Kanye quotes, but I felt either by him or describing him. However, trying to put these quotes either took up too many words or needed a lot of context to make sense. Therefore, I did not use that many quotes. 

If I were to do this again, I would give myself more time for the drafting process. This is my first time writing a full report for any class this year, and I forgot how much time it took to polish off my report and make it something I’m proud of turning in. I also would have given myself more time to do background research.








