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Artist statement
My artistic works are a critical examination of current  social structures and 
life courses.  With this idea as a starting point, existential questions are ad-
dressed in the context of human condition in relation to society, politics and 
nature.  
On the other hand, I look for answers within my painting  as how we can deal 
with changes constructively within challenging structures. 

The series of painting of pulp is a nostalgic journey to pulp stories that tell us 
stories about  love, politics, society, cohesion, adventure & betrayal.  
Monsters + fairy tales. Dinosaurs, fictional characters, overlaid with abstract 
colour schemes, thick, fine  brushstrokes and pure naive free the arrangements 
of paint and characters.  Images move in my head & the outcomes is  at times a 
surprise, through experiment, intuition + process. The migration between real-
ism and abstraction,  as our present time, I create new working techniques, with 
the medium painting.  Archive materials are brought together in connection  
with my fantasy, paint and canvas. Free structures within compositions.
breaking down, reflecting  on current politics + its effect on art + society,  I 
try to save what has been lost & ignored.
Whereas for my series punctum I have put a strict order upside down, and used 
dots per inch, commonly known for silkscreen printing technique, and manip-
ulated Original own archive image to use as a canvas fop my paintings. A founda-
tion in contrast
To the logic of social mechanism + perception of images.
 
Through that process of experimenting + putting chaos into a strict proce-
dure + looking for associations + projections, orchestrate a non-fictional set-
ting into fictional composition. Building a bridge in order to create chain re-
actions with painting to the extension to look at the world differently, open 
to interpretations +  dialogues. Mainly putting beauty into chaos of a tradi-
tional art form. My passion is painting, towards a better future.



     Rodeo ii., oil on paper, 160x126cm, 2025

https://funda-studio.com/punctum


    Rodeo I., Oil on paper, 160x126cm, 2025



Biography
FUNDA (* FRANKFURT AM MAIN) lives and works in Berlin. She studied Fine Arts at Craw-
ford College of Art and Design in Ireland and at the University of the Arts in Berlin. 
She graduated from Hito Steyerl. In 2012, she participated in the one-year Goldraus-
ch Künstlerinnen Art IT program. In 2014 she became a master student of Hito Steyerl. 
Özgünaydın has received numerous scholarships and awards, including the Travel & 
Training Award from the Arts Council, Ireland, the Berlin Senate Culture Exchange 
Scholarship, the Amister Art Friendly Prize. Her work has been shown in Europe and 
Asia, including: Rampa Galeri, Mixer Gallery, Istanbul, the Kunstverein Tiergarten, 
Hamburger Bahnhof, Kunstraum Kreuzberg, Berlin and recently in the Museum Cer-
mordern, Ankara. Funda was a scholarship holder of the Cultural Academy Tarabya in 
Istanbul. In 2022 she was nominated for the Price of Marianne Werefkin for female art-
ists and participated in the nominees Group Show Gallery Pankow, Berlin.

Her works can be interpreted as a critical confrontation on current social struc-
tures and life’s course. That is the reason why she focuses on socio political, onto-
logical and existential issues in context of human condition against modern soci-
ety and nature. 
In this sense, at first, she is interested in hierarchical relations and attitudes within 
devoted social layers. 
On the other hand, she searches for answers on how to represent a new perception 
on social progress visually and how this transformation can be painted. 
Her compositions consist of contrasts and conflicts, Funda shows her belief of the 
deep relationship between art and life. Her works’ unique characteristic show them-
selves in collage techniques and as in the conceptual manner, hybrid structures. Her 
characters are sometimes portrayed as half human half flower or half human-half 
animal, the synthesis of human, animal and plant.
By highlighting ecologic importance of humanist ideas, she criticizes the world’s 
current condition. In her works, the artist seeks for reality directly by wandering 
between paintings, sketches, silkscreen printing and new media.

Dr. Marcus Graf



PUNCTUM SERIES
2024-2025 ongoing

researching + reversing the process of silkscreen printing in 
various techniques + sequences lead to this series for now called 
punctum. 

Working with a self built image archive of nature, forests+animals, 
altering photographic footages in order to use it as a canvas for 
painting. for my series punctum I have put a strict order upside down, 
and used dots per inch, commonly known for silkscreen printing 
technique.
 
A foundation in contrast To the logic of social mechanism + percep-
tion of images.
 
Through that process of experimenting, I´m looking for associations 
+ projections,to orchestrate a non-fictional setting into fictional 
composition. 

Building a bridge in order to create chain reactions with painting, 
to look at the world differently, open to be free for interpretations 
+  dialogues. Mainly putting beauty into chaos of a traditional art 
form. 



King + it´s Heir I., oil on cotton paper, 160x120 cm, 2025



Eat or be eaten  
2023-2025

Eat or be eaten or who is eating whom is a story telling through a se-
ries of painting about mechanism + structural hierarchies in nature, 
in order to survive. 
instincts + where living is fought for, weaker links find it difficult to 
remain alive,  with luck they are able to cling to life.
in the animal world the cylce is refered to be barbaric, reflected to 
our social society It raises  questions ; how can we remain Human with-
in the villainous structures of existence+are animal structures as bar-
baric as they seem.

there are boarders that dictate affiliation wihin an animal pack, cul-
tural + unity in diversity ; an automatism of beloging+a sense of cohe-
sion is reached when distinction is reached.
However, there are no boarders regarding unity towards cultural 
+racial affiliation. a structure of nature & togetherness is present 
across all ethnicities, to remain alive +  support companionship. 
 it becomes an automatism of belonging, a sense of cohesion + likeness 
arises within different Species of animals. 

By super exposing + blowing up certain areas of focus, my compositions 
with fine+thick brush strokes create a sense of abstraction within 
realism, it goes hand in hand with the idea of tales+myth within an 
authentic veristic forms. the contradiction  is  obvious ,  and tells  a 
complete story  of  consiousness +existence. 



who is eating whom XI., oil on canvas,45x45cm,2023

https://5563471.cargo.site/


         
          eat or be eaten VII,oil on canvas,‚75x65cm,2024



Play I., oil on canvas, 80x60cm, 2024



PULP series
2024-2025 ongoing

My artistic works are a critical examination of current  social struc-
tures and life courses. 
With this idea as a starting point, existential 
questions are addressed in the context of human condition in rela-
tion to society, politics and specifically nature. 
On the other hand, I look for answers within my art 
as how we can deal with changes constructively within 
challanging structures. The series of painting / drawing (sculpture) 
is a nostalgic journey to pulp that tells us stories about 
love, politics, society, cohesion, adventure & betrayal. 

Monsters and fairy tales. Dinosaurs,fictional 
characters, overlaid with abstract color schemes, thick, fine 
brushstrokes and pure naive free compositions. 
Images move in my head & theoutcomes are always a surprise
The migration between realism and abstraction, 
as our present time, I create new working techniques,within
creation & overall outcome. 

Archive materials are brought together in
connection with my artistic work, free structures within the work 
of art, as a whole, breaking down, reflecting on current politics and 
its effect on art and society, I try to save what has been lost & 
ignored.



 Dirty Laundry, oil on textile, 50x50cm, 2025

https://funda-studio.com/pulp-novels


Nurse I., oil on canvas, 50x50cm, 2023



Nurse I., oil on canvas, 50x50cm, 2023

2014-2024  ongoing

Animal Spirits 1.0 

Edition 10/2AP, Silkscreen Prints from Collages
                                

Starting point of my human animal series was a found footage of series of film archivev, 
(Istanbul) of black and white photographs of film scenes, postcards and movie posters, 
random old photographs/Dia´s. 

I combined parts of animal bodies and played with identities and automated attribu-
tions within our perception towards humanity, social classes and fauna realted affec-
tions. 

As humans we adapt to our environment to a certain extent, in addition to our instinct, 
we imitate, take things sibconsciously and adapt certain aspects of lifestyle, styles in 
general and ways of speaking, being, behavious, arrangements and promotions. Mixing 
all these characteristics togehter lead to a visual language creating something bi-
zarre, strange to the point of harmony and even absurd beathy.

On one hand we see remarkable ironic beauty filled with harmony in the composition 
& on the other hand violence with the film scene realted later works of art on canvas.
The body and gender playes, amongst opther aspects, a significant role that goes 
beyond the figurative meaning, animalistic sequences in constannt change. Showing 
contrasts. 
somewhat naive interaction with each other. The collages led to excerpts in a 
broader sense, to combine later with animal spirits 2.0 & 3.0, painting and drawinng.
 Where sections will be omitted, chanfed and replaced. The extreme blow up-formats 
of 3.0 show the strict thick clear character of hard strokes and markmaking. 

This effect of extreme superpositioning, juxtaposing and mainly repetitions of 
markmaking which are not exactly the same have produced a 3D result, where the 
respresentation that are found in detail, and choas have found a disorderly system 
within themselves.



bunny woman I., silkscreen print, acrylic on cotton paper, 69x48cm, 2014

https://funda-studio.com/edition-10-human-animals


bunny woman I., silkscreen print, acrylic on cotton paper, 69x48cm, 2014 fox men I., silkscreen print, acrylic on cotton paper, 69x48cm, 2020

https://funda-studio.com/edition-10-human-animals


 Lion&Deer Men I., silkscreenprint from collage, acyrlic on cotton paper, 2017



 Animal Spirits 3.0
In this series of Animal spirits 3.0 I combine the collage 
technique with drawing & Painting from the acual 
collage to begin with,

as BLOw up´s & large formats as well as A4/A5 format
i try to revise my creations and actual thought process
in order to break down the process. 

parts of animals & partley human bodies, showing gestures to create 
bridges with painting/Drawing and collages. It seems somehow combined 
more obvious and shows the interaction between human
hand & Digital output. 

This particular structure is reflecting our state of living when looked at 
it closeley, as we do use and somewhat became addicted and require tech-
nology in order to function as a society and socially.

we are programmed to use digital technology, even when working an-
alogue. we can not bypass this at any point of wanting to earn a living. 
Which makes analogue art
ironically a digital commodity free to view for everybody, but seeing the 
original analogue artwork is only accessible to public view on 
limited time. In essence, the scale between digital and analog art lies in 
the interplay of technology, materials, and the artistic process itself.
However even a physical artworks, such as painting and drawing, will even-
tually become a digital artwork due to the times we live in.

Building more bridges of combinations in order to hold on to our sense 
of reality even when fictional characters are at play. and trying to 
make art accessible to everyone in a physical sense and experience is key. 



 opponents I., oil, mixed media, collage on cotton paper, 180x153 cm,2018/2019

https://funda-studio.com/-animal-spirits-3-0


     interference I.,125x132 cm, 2018/19

https://funda-studio.com/-animal-spirits-3-0
https://funda-studio.com/displacement-of-a-cultural-self-portrait


ANIMAL SPRITIS 2.0

2017-2019

This series is a continuation of the 
paper works and 
edition of Animal Spirit 1.0 responds 
to concept
of starting from archives,continu-
ing to engage with them.
During my time in Istanbul I was able 
to create several original 
photography archives, changing 
templates using collage techniques,
drawings and printed them analo-
gously on canvas using the screen
printing. The Expansion based on my 
paintings and drawings,
a lengthy process and is still active/
present with
photo,film,Poster, Postcards and an-
imal materials present in my studio
today.The original are almost impos-
sible to grasp,
change and transformation is an act 
of translation
into my visual language. What does 
transformation tell us about a 
constantly changing reality? an in-
finite possibility that 
inspires me to continue working 
with archives in combination with 
my imagination.

https://funda-studio.com/animal-spirits-2-0


  crime I., polyptych, acrylic on canvas, 2 x 84x67cm, 2017


