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First Global Experimental Design Event  
 

Ten Days of Celebrating Pioneering Design and Creative 
Innovation Across Various Venues in Rotterdam
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WHY A DESIGN BIENNaLE in Rotterdam? 

 
Despite Being Home to Numerous Talented Designers  

and Notable Design Institutions Such as Nieuwe Instituut 
and Huidenclub, There Are Currently no Specific Events 
Dedicated Solely To Design. While Rotterdam Hosts an 

Architectural Biennale and Month, As Well as  
Rotterdam Art Week and IFFR for Films, There Is  

a Clear Gap in Design. 
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10-Day Event Taking 
Place Across Rotterdam's 
Cultural Institutions and 

Unique Venues, Will 
Showcase the City’s 
Innovative Spirit, 

Highlighting Both Local 
and International 
Designers Who Are 

Shaping the Future of 
Design. 

General Public: 20 FEB — 2 MAR 2025 
PRESS and PROFESSIONAL DAYS: 18 + 19 FEB
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For the First Time, 
Rotterdam Will Host a 
Biennale Dedicated 

Exclusively To Design, 
Emphasizing Experimental 
and Speculative Design in 
all its Forms, Including 
Applied Arts and What Is 
Currently Referred to as 

Functional Art. 
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 The Event Aims To 
Position Rotterdam on 
the Global Stage as a 

Hub of Creative Renewal, 
Innovation, and 
Experimentation. 

It Will Push Forward the 
Local Design Scene While 
Creating Bridges With the 
International Community. 
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What Is the Core of the Biennale? 

The Rotterdam Design Biennale Will Focus on Exhibitions 
in Both Institutional and Unique Ad-Hoc Locations. 

The Biennale Will Explore Pressing Global Issues Such as 
Diversity, Sustainability, and Social Justice, Positioning 

Design as a Catalyst for Meaningful Change.
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LOCATIONS AND HUBS 

CENTER 

WEST/M4H 
 

ZUID 
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Additional Side Program   
Talks Featuring  

Leading Figures From  
the Design World 

  
Workshops & 
Masterclasses 

Dedicated Kids'  
Program (HOLIDaYS)•
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CO-FOUNDERS 

SARAH SCHULTEN-CITROEN 

Creative Strategist aDVISING leading figures in 
the art & Design field, including Studio DRIFT, 

Daan Roosegaarde, BURo STEDELIJK. 

Liv Vaisberg 

Cultural entrepreneur and international art & 
design fair founder with an extensive experience 

in Benelux and New-York (COLLECTIBLE, 
IndependenT, Huidenclub).
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“Rotterdam’s History of Constant Rebuilding Has Nurtured 
a Future-Focused Spirit, Which the Biennale Reflects by 
Merging Tradition and Innovation To Shape the City's 

Unique Design Identity. Through Forward-Thinking Works, 
It Highlights Groundbreaking Research and Practical 

Solutions, Embodying Rotterdam's Diverse, Industrious 
Character, Where the Past Informs the Present, and Every 

Object Envisions the Future.” 
Sarah Schulten & Liv Vaisberg 



ANNA AAGAARD JENSEN LAURIDS GALLEE

HOSTS 
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CHRIS Kabel Sabine MaRCELIS

Hosts 
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How To Take Part? 

The Biennale Is Grass-Root, Organic and Bottom Up, 
While the Co-Founders Supported by a Steering Committee 
Initiates Conversations With Institutions, Curators and 

Designers, an Open Call Is Launched for Designers, 
Curators, or any Other Design Professional To Propose an 

Exhibition. The Open Call Closes On 31 October 2024. 
Answers Will Be Given in MID-NOVEMBER.

DESIGN BIENNaLE ROTTERDaM PaRTICIPaNTS DECK20 FEB — 2 MaR 2025



Frequently Asked Questions 

Are there specific themes or criteria for the exhibitions? 
Yes, the exhibitions will center around the philosophy of "No talks but act," reflecting Rotterdam’s  

no-nonsense attitude. We encourage designs that demonstrate how this approach can propose meaningful  
changes and challenge perspectives. 

Do I need A SPACE to take part? 
Yes and No. If You Do and It Is Connected to One of the Hubs, Better. If Not We Can Connect You to a Space 

Across the City.  

Is There a Budget for my Show? 
We encourage participants to seek their own funding, but we can provide support and connections  

where possible.
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What types of artworks or designs are encouraged? 
We welcome a wide range of works, including functional art (furniture and other objects) and experimental 

design installations, experimentation and innovation are expected but a certain level of maturity. New projects 
are encouraged but not necessary. 

Will there be opportunities for networking? 
Absolutely! Designated networking events and informal gatherings will facilitate connections among 

participants and the public. 

What support will be provided for installations or exhibitions? 
Participants are encouraged to plan their installations, but guidance and assistance will be offered as needed.
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Is there an application or participation fee? 
There is no application fee or participation fee for the biennale.  

What are the expectations for participants during the event? 
Participants using their own venues are expected to be present for their exhibitions, engage with visitors, and 

participate in discussions. Hosts will be available for ad hoc venues. 

Will there be workshops or educational programs during the biennale? 
Yes, the biennale will feature workshops, talks, and masterclasses led by industry professionals for 

participants to engage with experts. 

How can I get involved if I’m not exhibiting? 
You can volunteer or participate in workshops and talkS.
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aPPLY HERE 

CONTACT 
Info@Designbiennalerotterdam.Com

*All Im
ages in This Docum

ent Are Included for Reference Purposes.  
Copyright for the Im

ages Rem
ains W

ith Their Respectiv
e Ow

ners and Is Not Held by Design Biennale Rotterdam
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