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‘Lyons transforms a vital slogan into a sugar-coating for a bltter
pill, But let him speak for himself:

"This slogan (anstituent Assembly) would be a powerful
lever with which to win‘over the Arab masses (to whom?
Obviously to the Zionists), . » The slogan, if adopted
by the Jewish labeor movement, would not only have a tre-
mendous effect in winning over the Arab masses TO SUPPORT
OF JEWISH TMMIGRATION, buts . o o (My emphasis),

Never mind the "buts." This is a contemptible trick, to use
a progressive slogan as bait for. . . "free immigration™, i, e,, for
Zionlst ambitions. The best effect of such a device would be to make
st1ll more difficult Jewish-Arab unity,

The Basis of Arab-Jewish Unity

The only basis of Arab-Jewish unity is the joint fight .
against imperialism. Thils means first of all a JOINT fight against
Zionism. This means the rejection of Zilonism, lock, stock and
barrel by the Jewish masses. This is-the main basis of the fight
against imperialism, If the Jewilsh labour movement were to propose
to the Arabs a jJoint struggle against Zionism, the Middle-east.would
flare up in revolt against imperialism, This must be the maln plank
on which unity can be founded. Otherwise it is lmpossible. The

© struggle against the Arab effendis 1is necessary to such a unity pro-

gramme, but not the fundamental plank,
DOWN WITH IMPERIALISML
DOWN WITH ZIONISM!
DOWN WITH THE LANDOWNERS!

2y

- " FOR.A CONSTTTUEVT ASSEMBLY TO CREATE A FRERE PALESTINE A8 PART -
_OF A FFDFRATION OF FREE ARAB REPUBLICS!

These are the slogans around’ which the Arab national movement

will surge forward, and arvound which Jewish-Arab unity will be buillt,

“The question of free immigration 1s a Zionist red herring to lead

the people away from the path of progressive struggle. It is a
guastion which cannot be solved now, but only by a free Palestine,
As a matter of fact, to raise it at this stage does incalculable
daﬂ%ge to the cause of the Arabs,-of the Jews and of Arab-Jewish
unity,

9 : s December 10, 1946
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The demand 'for a Jewish State can only have a progressive meaning if
1t forms part and parcel of the struggle for the United Socialist
8tates of Hurope. Otherwise 1t is thoroughly reactionary, the more
so when attention is focussed on Pdlestine as the way out, To
railse this demend, under capitalist conditions, with "free immigra-
tion" as the spring-board, 1s not only utopian but reecctionary,
Free immigration, with such a content, does not help to overcome
national boundaries; but to create new and reacticnary boundaries,
It does not help to bring.about internationalist cooperation:be+
" tween -Arab and Jew but to drive Arab and Jew aparty to isolate the
ngband provoke the wrafh of -the- Arab. -- a justifiable wrath, let

. - Thé last line of defence for the slogan of -freé immigration
- into Palestine is thaty at least. it protvides an asylum for: the Jews,

Comradé Lyons quotes Trotsky (quite. irrelevantly) whén it suitg, him,
but ‘conveniently Torgets Trotsky's remark that Palestine is a- ..
geath=-trap" for the Jews., From condentration camp into .a death-
trap! I8 this all that Comrades Lyons and Jeffries cdan suggast for
the'Jéwg who went through hell under Hitlor? VYet Comrade Jeffries
‘can writes - g dak ' = N

‘NThe Jewish worker. rsading ourhpfess can justifiably. say:

'Well, the Ziokist programme may be difficult to realiﬁe?'but'it is

hetter than.nqﬁhing,‘and'thatjis'whaﬁ you have to offer " i

" This thinly ‘veneered apology for Zionism:cahnot hide he - -
facts of the lopeléessness of the Jews'position in Palestine, so:long
as théy . lifie up behind Zionism;:cahnot hide -the doutble ‘fear ‘of -the
Jews in Palestine ~- pf Britaln and of the Arab midsesy cannot. hide

the fact that the Jews are a mere plaything in the hands of Briffifsh ~

Imperialism, especially, a useful prop to be stiffened and knocked
.down.as the occasion dewands, Rather than go to Palestine. to aid
Imperidlism and to instil anti=Semitism among the Arabs, it would be
far better fo remain in Burope and integrate themselves with the. -
struggles of the ‘workers of Buropean countries. Are Cyprus and

digease~infected ships, terror and martial law so much better than °

Europe ftoday as to call for free immigratiom, even from a purely
Jewlsh-humanitarian viewpoint? ! :

- There i né Marxist justification for thésslogan of frae
immigration into Palestine under conditions of imperialist dominatlor

of the Middle Bast, It 15 a deceitful slogan, as far as the Jews ars:

" conserned, It shelves the demand, or obsdures the demand, for open-—-
ing the gates of the major powers to Jewish refugees, Any attempt -
to make out that Palestine is the key to the solution of the Jewish
problem, any attempt to focus attention on Palestine as any kind of

solution at all, is a blow at .the real solution, immediate’ (integra--

tlon with the workers sshere. the Jews arej opening the gates of the
big countries) snd fiuzl (the soclalist overthrow. opening up oppor=
tunities-for the creation, for those Jews who desire ity ofa
Jewish State) for the Jews themselves, Further.it is a blow at the .

~ slogan of self=determination for the Arabs, and for the colonially

-, . oppregssed in genoral,’

i
H
i
!
i
i
H

LY

On _Selif Determination

X For a colonial country the struggle for self-determination
is a vitgl one, It must not alone receive priority over the slogan
of free immigration, but cen even preclude this latter slogan and
be damaged by it, - : T e T

If the emphasis is placed on free immigration intd Pdléstine
and not on self-determin:tion, it means that the emphasis is placed

‘on the Jews in Palestine as -the main social lever. for.revelutionary

progress. and not on .the Arabs, Jewish immigration into. Palestine
cannot bring "socialist" or any other kind of “"enlightenment' %o the
"backward" Arab masses, but only more suffering, humiliation, degra-
dation -~ apart from provoking anti~Semitism, apart from its boomer-
ang charagter, But the Jews are not. the maln social force of .the
struggle in Palestine. The main fo¥ece is the Arab, who, even in. -
Palestine is more than; twice as numeroits as the.Jowrand who ig’ thrice
oppresseds. by British Imperialism, by Zionism and by the Arab capi-
talists and landowners, And the main struggle in Palestine is not
between Jew and British Imperialism,. but befween the trebly: oppressed
Arabs and thelr oppressors. The Jewish "national®" (Zionist). movement

is completely retrogressive as a whole (and not only a part of it as

Comrade Jeffries would have us belileve); the Arad .natiocnal movement
1s fundamentally progressive and will become a revolutioncry factor
of great weight when- the Arab proletariat, aided by the Jewlsh worker:
(on what basis we shall discuss later), leads the Arab peasants and
poor in general and sclves-the national problem, Down with Imperial-
ism! For self-determination! . For a Constituent Assembly? These,

and not free immigration are the major glogans to advance the nation-
al liberatory movement in Palestine: - To the extent to which the Arab -
isvthe major social force of the Arab revolutionary national.and ;
class movement, and Zionism a major obstacle in the way of this move-
ment, to the same extent does the-slogan of self-determination excludc
the slogan of free immigration, : Sy "G

On Zionist "Left" and "Right"

Comrzde Jeffries WTitéss

- "the Zionigt IDEOLOGY can never be anti-
- dmperialist, but . . . cut of the Zionist
movement, and even temporarily under Zion-,
1st leadership, there can emerge ai anti-
imperialist forece" (This is supposed to
be an attack on the sound articles of.
Comrade Cliff), '

and Comrade Lyons.says:

g "The Jewish Resistanee (Haganah, according to Comrade Lyons)
"represents a progressive force against British Imperialism. As sueh
1t merits revolutionary support.! . .

and -digagrees with Comrade CLiff's proposition, which'Lyons words as:
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