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Research



Getting to Know Morris & Co., 
William Morris and the Arts & Crafts Movement.
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Podcasts Books

Videos

Website



Understanding William Morris’ love for Nature.
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https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/discover/history/peo-
ple/who-was-william-morris

https://www.elledecoration.co.uk/decorating/a34952566/william-morris-green/ https://www.wallpaperfromthe70s.com/wallpaper/wallpaper-pat-
terns/classic-wallpaper/william-morris-wallpaper/?srsltid=AfmBOorxV2OTYvsYuS27t1rag2rVJt4Yjba6mi1NdtZgTz9ImNrAxRC2&p=1#a0

PimpernalStrawberry Thief



Understanding the wallpaper market in the UK.
Siddhant Vernekar | 105 Compete

https://www.thetimes.com/business-money/companies/article/os-
borne-little-blames-cost-living-19m-loss-l5qhlcf2x

https://www.statista.com/outlook/cmo/diy-hard-
ware-store/paint-wallpaper-supplies/united-kingdom?utm_source=chatgpt.com

https://www.sphericalinsights.com/reports/uk-wallpaper-mar-
ket?utm_source=chatgpt.com



Process



First round of ideas
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The highlighted points 
eventually shaped
the final idea.



Second round of ideas
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Direction generated in
tutorial session with
Bryan.
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Conversation with a UK Native
to get further insights into
consumer behaviour
around wallpapers
+
Change in direction
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Conversation with a
brand strategist friend
+
Change in direction
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Idea 1
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Morris & Co. becomes a part of 
popular discourse by talking about 
climate change by highlighting the 
new emerging flora and fauna in the 
UK as a result of climate change 

through a new series of wallpapers.

Idea 2
Morris & Co. becomes a part of 

popular discourse by talking about 
climate change by highlighting the 
new emerging flora and fauna in the 

National Landscapes of the UK 
through a new series of wallpapers.



https://www.aaas.org/taxonomy/term/9/hummingbirds-lil-
ies-thrown-climate-change#:~:text=Or%20at%20least%20it%20used%20to.%20A,who%20depen
d%20on%20the%20lilies%20for%20nectar.

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2022/07/23/winners-losers-tropical-britain/

https://news.sky.com/story/new-species-arriv-
ing-in-uk-due-to-climate-change-are-welcomed-by-wildlife-watchers-study
-suggests-12600041#:~:text=While%20in%20the%20UK%2C%20birds,rath
er%20than%20threatening%20climate%20opportunists.

https://www.nhm.ac.uk/discover/news/2023/-
march/over-half-britains-plant-species-now-non-native.h
tml?utm_source=chatgpt.com

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/-
science-environ-
ment-62665053#:~:-
text=Climate%20change%3A%2
0Avocados%20and%20exotic%
20plants%20grow%20in%20hot
%20UK%20summer,-Published
&text=Record%2Dbreaking%20
hot%20and%20dry,in%20recent
%20years%2C%20they%20say.

Researching effects of climate change on flora and fauna
depicted on classic Morris & Co. wallpapers.
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https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/identi-
fying-birds/all-about-thrushes

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/environment/2023/07/04/brit-
ains-new-species-night-heron/?utm_source=chatgpt.com&ICID=continue_without_subscribing_
reg_first



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a32xqfJv8yQ&ab_channel=ShannanWeeks https://national-landscapes.org.uk/

Researching about the National Landscapes of UK.
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https://www.parkland-walk.org.uk/jersey-tiger-moth/#:~:tex-
t=When%20in%20flight%20the%20orange,a%20consequence%20of%20climate%20change. https://www.joh.cam.ac.uk/rare-naked-hanging-man-orchid-reveals-itself-st-johns-college

https://www.bto.org/sites/default/files/shared_documents/pub-
lications/research-reports/2004/rr369.pdf

Articles and studies about the 3 species of plants, insects and animals
finalised for the new wallpaper series.
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Jersey Tiger Euplagia quadripunctaria

Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla

Orchis Simia



New series of illustrated wallpapers.
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Shooting the campaign film.
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The final film
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https://youtu.be/T2_b5oYblUI



Voiceover script
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William Morris and we, Morris & Co., have always been champions of 
nature; inspired by our direct connection to the paradise that Morris drew 
from all those years ago. 

  
It is the beauty observed in elements of nature that has defined the dis-
tinctive aesthetic of our wallpapers. Our direct inspiration has now led to 
us taking direct action in a new range… 

The natural landscape of the UK that inspired Morris’s original designs 
since 1861, has since gone through a lot of change. 

Climate change over the years has not only resulted in the decline of the 
indigenous flora and fauna but has also resulted in the emergence of new 
ones. 

We wanted our wallpapers to reflect this change, as Morris would have 
done if living now.

We decided to spread awareness about climate change by documenting 
these emergent new species of plants and animals in a new series of wall-
papers called “The New Earthly Paradise Series” an homage to the epic 
poem ‘The Earthly Paradise’ written by William Morris in 1868.

We unveil these wallpapers on billboards and digital banners across cities 
along with a QR code that would lead audiences to the Morris & Co. web-
site where they can buy the wallpapers, know about the campaign and 
know about the brand. Direct access and a direct message for all to be 
part of. 
 

A percentage of the proceeds from the wallpaper sales go to sustaining 
efforts of organisations like Natural England and The Wildlife Trusts. 

We continue the conversation on Instagram and Pinterest through posts 
and reels and ask users to share pictures of their newly bought wallpapers. 

We hope this direct approach will lead to greater debate, building on the 
classic range that is still available. 

Through this campaign we’re giving our audience not just a chance to 
bring home a wallpaper but a chance to bring home a movement and con-
tribute towards the betterment of our natural environment and the respon-
sibility we all share.   
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Supporting Idea boards
sent along with the film.



Siddhant Vernekar | 105 Compete

N E W  E A R T H L Y  P A R A D I S E
S E R I E S

T H E

Morris & Co. wanted to tell the story of its rich history to a whole 
new audience and encourage them to buy directly from the their 
website.

Despite the ever-increasing threat of climate change, Morris & Co. 
are just as passionate and committed to Nature in 2025 as they 
were during the Arts & Crafts Movement in 1861. 

In a world that largely concentrates on the grim images of climate 
change, Morris & Co. look at the beauty of it by making a new 
series of wallpapers celebrating the new species of �ora and fauna 
seen emerging on UK’s natural landscape as a result of climate 
change.

The brand draws attention to itself and its own history by talking 
about climate change. The brand’s alignment to a righteous cause 
will resonate with newer audiences who now know that Morris & 
Co. are more than what they appear to be. 

P RO B L E M :

I N S I G H T:

I D E A :

in association with
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N E W  E A R T H L Y  P A R A D I S E
S E R I E S

T H E

It is believed that being a versatile eater 
allows the Blackcap to be an early 
summer visitor. As with some other 
summer migrants, their arrival dates 
have become progressively earlier since 
the middle of the 1970s, a pattern 
which is increasingly being linked to 
climate change and its effect on wildlife 
populations.

Blackcap
Sylvia atricapilla

Outdoor

Website

Packaging for Wallpaper
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“Jersey Tiger” “Blackcap and Cherries” “Orchis Simia”
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N E W  S P E C I E S

Jersey Tiger Euplagia quadripunctaria

Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla

Orchis Simia

N E W  W A L L P A P E R  D E S I G N S



Evidence of completed entry
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Link to Design Research Journal
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https://simultaneousadesignresearchjournal.blogspot.com/2025/02/105-compete-design-research-journal.html
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Thank you.


