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"When C Goes With G7": The youth experience in the balance
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In recent years, Hong Kong-produced youth-themed movies have become more popular than before, and each of them has its own different angles. Following "High Noon", "Love Me Not" and "The Way We Dance", "When C Goes With G7" directed by Lawrence Kan Kwan-Chun uses another angle to talk about youth.
The story begins in Sai Yeung Choi Street South, Mong Kok: four teenagers DIK, FAI, REN and TANK. They gathered at the piano store left by REN's uncle and set up a tutoring center and musical instrument class here. While DIK was teaching Tank Boy how to pursue his senior sister in school, he also revealed his love story with YAN, who he met at the Drama Society. Although FAI graduated from a prestigious American school, he failed in the interview. With REN's uncle coming back to take over the music business, it also means that this period of time is coming to an end.
To a certain extent, the movie is adapted from the personal experience of Lawrence, who is directing a feature film for the first time. The "C" and "G7" in the movie refer to the musical chords on guitar. The movie's description of youth can be said to be somewhere between the wildness of "High Noon" and the dream of "The Way We Dance." Although the film is centered on four characters, the length of the film is focused on the description of DIK and TANK, and the two's experiences as teenagers are compared with each other.
From a production point of view, the cost is not high, so the scene locations do not change much. At the same time, there are environmental constraints on shooting, so it is often difficult to see the whole body of the characters. Despite of the limitations the youthful atmosphere described in the movie is considered appropriate. Regarding the ideals, pursuits and reality of boyhood, the film does not impress the audience with sharp quotes, but it creates an atmosphere through the interaction between people.
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In terms of actors, the film features young actors with little acting experience, and their performance in the film can be considered to meet the requirements. Among them, TANK is the most outstanding. Whether it is the interaction with the other three boys, or the interaction with senior sister left an impression. In contrast, in the movie, there is not much room for FAI to develop due to the limitations of his role. As for DIK's performance, it is considered a passing score for a newcomer, but if he hopes to go further in the future, his performance in front of the camera may need to be more natural. 
Another point worth noting is that the soundtrack and songs in the movie perfectly match the needs of the plot, and the theme song of "Only a Second" can carry out the theme of the entire movie and add a fresh atmosphere to the movie.
Overall, "When C Goes With G7" is Lawrence's first directorial work. Although it can be seen that the editing needs to be improved in terms of effects, and the use of film lenses is also limited by editing, it is able to describe the life of a teenager. Achieving the purpose of striking for a balance, both heaviness and humors. For a new director, it can be regarded as a good achievement.




