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"Anna had a lot of coura

ge... maybe to see a woman who is
very courageous looking for the truth may help us all be
more courageous,” he added.

The journalist's son, Ilya Politkovsk i i
) Son Y, said he still was h:
that his mother's killers would be brought to justice. R

“It is really important for me to see my mother laughing in
the film, walking around, as a normal person, a normal
mother, not a soldier," Ilya said.

"I am sure there will be an outcome of this investigation. I
am hoping that the whole story will come out, from the
people or person who ordered the Killing, to the killer,” he
said.

'Cover-up’

Russian opposition activist Garry Kasparov - a former world
chess champion - also attended the premiere of the film.

"I think it's very important that Ca&y
the story of Anna
Politkovskaya is presented
from different angles,” Mr
Kasparov said.

"The film includes her own
words, those who supported
her and loved her, and the
villains who hated her, and Mr Kasparov says the Politkovskaya
most likely were behind her  investigation = *mockery”
horrible murder... she stood for values that she believed
were of the utmost importance and she paid an ultimate
price.

"We have seen no tangible results yet from.the investigation
into the murder of Anna Politkovskaya. I think the o
investigation is another mockery and cover-up that Putin’s
regime uses to hide its real intentions," he said.
Bergkraut said he did not set out to discover who was behind
the journalist's murder.

At the end of the documentary, there is no answer to her
son's question: who gave the orders?
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P ‘Anna’ sends out strong message
Film played to packed festival fringe screening

By NICK HOLDSWORTH

A documentary tribute to the murdered Russian journalist and Kremlin critic
Anna Politkovskaya was turned down by the Berlinale's Forum.

Instead, "Letter to Anna" by Swiss producer/director Eric Bergk

€ 0 £ rgkraut, played to a
packed festival fringe screening Sunday that counted Russian opposition coalition
leader md former chess d; Garry Kasparov, ex-Gi foreign minister
Joschka Fischer, Bob Geldof and Catherine Dencuve in its audience of around 300.

The film tells the story of the campaigning reporter’s life - and tragic slaying in the
lobby of Moscow apartment where she was gunned down in October 2006.

| { met and filmed P during the making of his documentary

i “Coca the Dove From Chechnya," about the Chechen women whao record human

' rights abuses by the Russian army.

“Anpa was part of that film — not the main protagonist and I ended up with lots of
wonderful, strong footage of her," Bergkraut said. "When I heard the news on the
radio that she had been murdered I was shocked but not surprised.”

Narrated by Susan Sarandon, the film tells the story of the fearless and dedicated
campaigner for human rights through the footage Bergkraut shot in 2003-04 and
through the eyes of her children Ilya and Vera, Novaya Gazeta newspaper editor
Dmitry Muratoy, ex-husband Alexander Politkovsky, and anti-Putin activist
Kasparov.

Tliya Politkovsky said the family had seen and approved of the film. "The film has
jy no chance of being shown in Russia on television (which is under heavy
state control) but maybe it could get arthouse release.”

Wrmﬁmdsmmmm film had been turned down by the Forum. The
sereening at the ‘hastily arranged venue was the film's first public screening and he
hoped it would be ‘more formally presented as a premiere at a festival soon.

i ld Variety
Deneuve, who has recorded a voice over fora French lm;'uage version, tol
et it was the lieast 1 could do 10 help fight for the truth.
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Hot Docs

Letter to Anna: The Story of Journalist
Politkovskaya's Death =

Ein Artikel zu viel: Der Mord an Anna Politkows
Germany-Switzerland)
By DEREK ELLEY

kaja (Documentary --

A PS.72 Prods. (Switzerland)/Zero One Films (Germany)
production, in association with SF, ZDF/3sat, MDR/RBB, Cinema
for Peace. (International sales: Accent Films Intl., Montreux,
Switzerland.) Produced by Eric Bergkraui. Co-producers, Jaka
Bizilj, Thomas Kufus. Directed by Eric Bergkraut. Screenplay,
Bergkraut, Therese Obrecht Hodler.

With: Anna Politkovskaya, Vera Politkovskaya, Andrei Mironoy,
Yuri Chaika, Elena Kudimova, Dmitri Muratov, Tiya Politkovsky,
Andrei Nekrasoy, Elena Tregubova, Alexander Politkovsky, Boris
Berezovsky, Saitiap Gashayeva, Garry Kasparoy.

Narrator: Susan Sarandon (English version).

(Russian, English dialogue)

The 2006 murder of crusading Russian journalist Anna Politkovskaya gets a cool-headed, quietly
insistent analysis in "Letter to Anna.” Swiss-based Eric Bergkraut, who'd come to know
Politkovskaya while making "Coca: The Dove From Chechnya," mixes leftover footage from that docu
with interviews condueted after the journo's death, resulting in a film that's part personal tribute,
part sociopolitical essay. Very much in the liberal-humanist tradition of Euro docus, rather than
harder-nosed i ti pic will fit into fest and upscale tube skeds.

After being strangely turned down by the Berlin fest's Forum section (in which "Coca” had played in 2005), du'cu was
privately shown to an invited audience on Feb. 10, during (but separate from) the Berlinale, A 50-minute version was
broadcast on German TV later that month. Feature-length version will officially world-preem at Toronto's Hot Docs
fest in April.

Bergkraut puts his creepiest material right up front, starting with a reconstruction of the fateful afternoon of Oct. 7,
when Politkovskaya was shot by an unknown assassin by the elevator in her apartment building. CCTV screen caps
show Politkovskaya entering the building seconds before her death and also her killer, his face obscured by a baseball

hat.

Helmer had several hours of unused footage of Politkovskaya walking and talking during 2003-04 from his docuon

Chechnya, a subject on which the journalist had taken a fierce stand, branding the Russian government's policy
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%em}clde Three other journalists for Novaya Gazyeta - one of the last independent newspapes in Russia - had
already met with untimely deaths, so Politkovskaya knew exactly the high-stakes game she was playing, As her editor
Dmitri Muratov says, "Her only protection was her name.” -

‘Pulitkfwskay.u a.i.lways claimed she was against the policies of Putin rather than the president himself, though no one
interviewed is in any doubt that the order to kill her must have come from very high up in the Russian government. In
a supreme irony, Politkovskaya died on Putin's own birthday (she was 48; he was 54).

Docu's weirdest aspect is the sight of a woman talking about her probable fate some two years before it actually
transpired. Very calmly, and very rationally, Politkovskaya makes it clear her death is likely, and that she has always
prepared herself for it, like a soldier. In 2004, she had barely survived being poisoned on a plane en route to covering
the Beslan school hostage crisis.

Though all interviewees - from colorful businessman Boris Berezovsky to apposition leader (and former
chessmeister) Garry Kasparov - paint contempo Russia as a lawless dictatorship, Politkovskaya herself comes across
as an elegant, soft-spoken but stubborn woman for whom the situation was just a fact of life. But as members of her
family -- including ex-husband Alexander Politkovsky and daughter Vera - repeatedly hint, there was more to her
than Bergkraut's camera actually captures.

Pic could do with some tightening in its repetitious second half, which has too many shots of Politkovskaya walking
around Moscow. But HD tech credits are of high quality throughout, and English narration by Susan Sarandon
matches Bergkraut's approach in its non-hectoring tone.

Camera (color, HD), Laurent Stoop; editor, Vendula Roudnicka; music, Marie-Jeanne Serero, Quatuor Modigliani: sound,
Roberto Filaferro; assistant director, Anja Kofmel. Reviewed at Berliner Ensemble theater, Berlin, Feb. 10, 2008. (In Hot Docs
Film Festival, Toronto - competing.) Running time: 82 MIN.
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