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Flute  

Alto Flute 

2 Oboe 

Clarinet Bb  

Bass Clarinet in Bb 

Bassoon 

Contrabassoon 

2 Horn in F  

2 Trumpet in Bb  

Timpani 

8 Violin I 

6 Violin II 

4 Viola 

4 Cello 

2 Double Bass 

 

 

 

 

 

The score is written in C with the usual octave transpositions 

Duration: c. 7’45” 



Programme note: 

[note]WAVE is something of a love letter to numerous styles of orchestral music, past and 

present.  

The overall musical language is indebted to composers of the late 20
th

 and early 21
st

 

Centuries such as Helmut Lachenmann and Salvatore Sciarrino (among others) who have 

greatly expanded the sonic potential of the orchestra with their innovative extended 

performance techniques. This allows for sounds reminiscent of rushes of wind, cracklings, 

scrapings, rumblings (etc.) to exist alongside the more conventional sounds of the 

classical orchestra. In this piece I have used many facets of this “extended-technique” 

style of composition in combination with a collage of more classical and romantic musical 

materials.  

The piece opens with fragments of different musical styles that are presented in fairly 

quick succession. Nothing lasts much longer than a few seconds: Periodically the horns 

state a strident refrain, the strings play agitated tremolo and clusters of high harmonics, 

wind instruments produce air sounds or percussive tremors, and short fragments of 

orchestral music from Beethoven, through Mahler and into the present day fleetingly 

emerge and subside. 

As the piece continues consistency gradually begins to emerge. Sounds and quotations 

become more drawn out and begin to interact with one another in a more fluid and 

consonant manner; the language ceases to jump abruptly from moment to moment and 

settles into something reminiscent of a ballad. The piece ends in a much softer space than 

it started.  

 

 

 



Performance notes:  

All tremolo written are unmetered and should be played as fast as possible 

From silence/into silence 

Quartertones 

Flute/Alto Flute 

 Aeolian tone: mostly breath sound with a small amount of audible pitch 

 

Cycle through the harmonics of a fundamental  

 

Jet whistle: cover the mouthpiece entirely and exhale sharply through the 

hole, this technique should produce a cluster of overtones deriving from the 

specified fundamental 

Oboe 

 

Multiphonic with fingering 

 

Multiphonic with fingering 

 

Bass Clarinet in Bb 

Indeterminate multiphonic: preferably with a high noise content and roughly 

within the indicated register, the exact choice of multiphonic is up to the 

performer 



Bassoon/Contrabassoon 

Percussive tonguing: no breath, tongue only, sharp percussive 

attack 

 

Multiphonic with fingeting 

 

 

Brass 

Mutes: Trumpets require practice mutes and harmon mutes with stems (when playing 

with practice mutes the dynamics are placed in quotation marks             indicating the 

resulting sound, the amount of effort needed to produce this dynamic level will be 

higher)  

Open/Closed (horns are open throughout the entire piece, no mutes or hand 

stopping) 

      Wa-wa: rapidly open and close harmon mute 

       

Breath noise only, no pitch 

 

 

Timpani 

Mute the skin of the timpani with the palm of the left hand whilst beating with 

the right hand 

 



Strings 

Mute all strings with the palm of the left hand: produces a toneless sound akin 

to white noise 

Harmonic glissandi: this technique should pronounce the natural overtone series of the 

string and not sound like an ordinary glissando 

Scratch tone: bow the string with excessive pressure, when the bow is placed sul tasto 

this effect can be achieved at lower dynamic levels. In this piece scratch tones are 

required to transition out of ordinary notes, the bow should be placed sul tasto and bow 

pressure should gradually increase to smoothly transition from one sound to the other.  
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