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ABQUT THIS I8BUE

Tollowing the death by a bomb explosion oi Guyanese revoi.tisc ar
and intermationalist, Dr, Walter Rodney of the VYorking Peosla’s
Alliance, various friends, colleagues and compatriots iz ti g
University and elsewhere made efforts to arrange a special
symnposiun for the late revolutionary. A broader effort could
nave been a full-fledged international conference where the

1ife and work of Brother Rodney would he discussed and

the papers presented compiled into a volume, but this ies a tzaoik
for later consideration,

For immedinte purposes, comrades in the Department of History

and other areas converged and between them contributed various
papers and talks, Most of the material presented at the

symposium had been delivered ealier at a seminar for solidarity
with Comrad~ Rodney and others of the W.P.A. earlier last year
when they were being prosecuted for alleged arson. The telecgruz
that was sent following the seminar actually reached the office &t
the Prime linister of Guyana, Forbes-Burnham, and caused some ki {
of a stir in some circles!

"Maji Haji"'does not have anything to add to what has aleeady beex
presented in the fotlowing articles and talks, Our own viewpoint,
presented in the sympomium, sought only to emphasise on the

need to learn from the lessons of Guyana, examine the relatiozn of
class and political forces. The death of Brother Rodney is a grea:
loss and a tragedy and its full circumnstances need to provice
important lessons for all revolutionaries.

The Bepartment of History undetook the editing and stemcillinz oFf
the papers delivered, while we in the editorial of Maji Haji

made efforts to bring out the issue as nuickly as possible
following the symposium, Tais effort has not been very successiul
but we expect comrades to understand the operational problecs

we face, and bear with the lateness and some difficulties in

the make up, etc, It is part of the general condition that oursel™
and Comrade Rodney ares struggling to change.

The symposium also decided to erect a momument in memory of

Brother Rodney, to be located at the Revolutionary Square of

the Main Canpus, A Fund for that task was set up and contributiors
started immediately, Through this medium, we expect more of our
comrad=s to contribute to this fund, to keep alive the memory of
Brother Rodney in this University, where he did his greatest
theoretical vork,

In several forthcoming issues, we expect to publish some articles
by Walter Rodney on certain specific questions, and some contribut
from his colleagues in the Working People's Alliance on their own
struggle and the international revolutionary struggle in general,
Correspondence is welcome,

- THE EDITORIAL COMMITTEE



4 FEVOLUTIONAR

YALTER HODIEY, (1941 = 1980

for the only great men slong thoe unfroe
cnd oppressed are those who ptuggle o
d¢stroy tho oppressar.

Rodney, with the charneteristic historicel pergpective, s

hinselfy a8 nillions of others around the world, as a product of
that "barbprous end dehunsnieing "eystens

which snatched ne fron Africa in chains pnd
lepoeited ne in for off lande %o be o ebave

, benst, then a subhuoen colonial subject, and
finnlly en outlaw in those lands,

In this brief scntence he enconpossed several centuries, and severasl

stoges in the oppresaion of nan, nenely, slavery, colonialisu and
neo—coloninlisno,

E e wos nlso intensely couscious of the "alicnation producel by
the education systen" through which he went, and in which he excellud,
ecorning a Ph,D, froo one of the nost conservative of English
universities. DBut he was more concterned about the debunecnisation oF
the black intellectunl in colonial gnd no=colonianl socicties wao is
rll too easily bribed by.security and priwilege to forpet his debt
to the black nasses, Rodney's response, however, was not to reject
the vast fund of hunan knowledge to which he had privileced accees,
but to put that knowledge to the service of the iasses for their
own emancipation. In the process he made a contibution to that

knowledge, ond has left 'us 'z richer legacy with which to carry on
the struggle,

That contribution, however, was not based prinarily on the
archives of Europe, infortintive as they are, It was based rather
on Rodney's practice, on his struggle, whether in the working clcss
environnent in Guyana in which he graw up, the racist envirobnant
in Britain where he studied, the exhilarating experience of partici~
pation in the so- called "Africen Revolution" in Tanzaenia, or tue

crude and brutal realitieas of his homelend and of the third world
in general.

One of the dictums which appears to have guided Rodney was
one of Marxis fanous theses:

The philosophers have interpreted
the world in various waysj
the point, however, is to change it.



Godne) dored to etruggle to change the oppres .ive vworld, r.
tio tenstly ern of the oppreseors struck hin dovn, On 13th Ju.r,“
1500, tie intensely-lived life of a cormitted revolutionary
iziellectuel cane to a prenature end, Walter Was only 38 years 3.
In thic pindless destruction of one of the most creative sons in.
iiressed nasees have lost a powerful spokesusn, But BHodney wes
rot the first, and alas, he is not going to be the lmpst to be
lirdinated by Purnhan's fascistic regine beforo that regine itec)s
is finally deotroyed by the oppressed nasses, While paying
tritute to our fallen comrade we should not forget those of his
coirades who have alremdy falleny nor should we ignore the daily

;respion and exploitation suffered by the Guyanese nasses for
viwon hodney stood= and fell,

Six years out of Rodney's all too short g life were spent ot
his uni.ersity whtre he taught, tanlked, and generally participate,

L- the strugcle for enancipation of the nasses. It was while he
wos with us that he researched for and wrote How Europe Underdevel-- -
ifricg. It was therefore but natural to expect this institution
and the university community oo a whole to respond in a positive
wny to the destardly assassination perpetrated by the Burnhanm regie,
Under the auspices of the History Department to which Walter was
specifically attached, a‘condolence book was opened and a telegran
ueepatched to express our solidarity with the bereaved fanily and
the oppressed nasses of Guyana, After the students and staff had
rcassenbled, a Memorial Synmposiun was organised on "Walter Rodney 'c
coutribution to the Kevolution" on 22nd July, 1980, in honour of
our fallen collengue and comrade, The Arts Lecture Theatre in
which Rodney had often taught and talked was packed to capacity.
Zhe participants cane not only fron the university community but
~lao from the general public; soue were colleaques and former studex:e
but the najority had never net hin, except through the nediun of
the written word, How Europe Underdeveloped Africa, which renains
s legacy nnd inspiration to us, our link with this great son of tlLe
o, pressed nasses of Ai‘rica and the West Indies.

This special issue of Maji Maji carries the texts of the speec..w
delivered on that oceasion exanining the various facets of this truly
¢rent nan, If there is any single nessage that comes across all
tbese speeches, 1t is Roney 8 intense cormittment to struggle for
the liberation of the oppressed nasses, Included in this collection
io one of Rodney's recent articless which demonstrated his- creativity,
his ability to criticise, and if nccessary, reject his earlier
positious,

At the end of the Synposiun the participants passed a series
of resolutions which are reproduced in this issue, conderming the
pPurnhan regine for the assassination of Walter Rodney and expressing
ouT Bolidarity with the progressive forces in Guyana, They called
on the university of Dar es Salaann to express its recognition of
the contribution of Professor Rodney to the developnent of this
university as a progressive institution, Specifically, they called
on the university to award an honorary degree postimmously to Walter
Hodney for his outstanding contribution: and they set up a fund to
ercct a nenorinl to hin. So far they have contributed nore than
Shs. 1400/= to the Rodney nenorial fund, The university guthorities,



‘

on the other hand, we are ecorry to swyy; bave wot respanded positively
to elther of the two propoenls we of this date,.

The university gomunity, however, is intensely comseiocus of
1ts debt to Rodney and continuee to be insplred by his wzaople,
apbrt fron the Memorial Symposiwa which hes led to this speeial issue
of ladl Maji, the Hintory Department hes resolved to publiah a
apecial iwoue of 1ts jowrnal, Tgnsgnin Zopgni, devoted to Reduey's
caontribution to Africen hietory in particular, and to set up the
Rodney Memorial lLectures as o forum for discussion of progressive
idens in history, DMoreover, the IHistorical Association of Tenzenis
hes resolved to devote next yeor's history teschers' conference to
an exanination of the philesophy and pethodology of hietory which
hao inspired Rodney and guided his nctions.

Lot us conelude by reminding the oppressors of the worlds
Organizations can be bamned,

Individunle cmn be liguldated, but
Lovolutionary idess naver dice
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the Flostlug af Yglvar Nodned'e dentl

w hI1CKPY SIGGH

GLONGETONN, GUIANA = Agony atohed om their fagsa, Vhey gave doelter
sodney n hero's funsrels Put this wae clenrly wore Uem & funex.l,
It wae 6 politlonl demarstrution with woce ihan 35,000 Suyeaese of
il ngon, Toces and clegpen merching through the radnedrenclod
ptreots of this caupltal oity on Jure 23, ecorrying plasards end Loz,
end shouting: "Den'4 moum, ofganisel No d4ctabor, feople's powerl
Inlter Rodney livas)"

dhat elimazed in the eprawing Io Ropunvir cometery in this city
by (330 pem, that day had started soue cight hours earlier with -
nistorie procepsion = never witneoved sinco the 1940 riote ut iihe
“niore ougar estate = of a U2 mile jJourney on footv wundisturved by
scorsional downpours of rain, from the Buxton - Anndele aréa on  the
et coant of Guorgetown to the hendquarters of Walter Rodney's
perty, the Working Yeople's Allinice,

1t was fitting ¢ribute to the j6-yeur old distinguished Thizo
Jorld historinn end politicel pctiviet whose gruesome death, on the
nignt of Jume 13 by a bomb planted on him by a paid ngent he thougz4
to be an nlly, has been blamed on the Purnham Governuent.

For o government that ineists on its innocencc of the death of
odney = undoubtedly itn most outstanding cnd courggeous challenger
of recent yemrs - the 15 year-old Burnliem Administretion has feiled
1o extend even normal condolences to kodney'c widow, Insteed; while
overceas friends of the plain ViA officinl werc being harassed on
their arrival at Timehri airport for his fimeral, activists of the
10 were distributing unsourced peuphlets nttecking Rodney end the

{ [1; .

ingrily insisting that iodney died at hisown hand while on hise
woy with his brother, Donald, to tlow up iie Georgeiown prison, the
_vrnhan Government must, however, find cold coufort in the realiss—
tion that ite credibility has ounk to cuch a low level that so fox
s pevernment, orgonigation or body of people anywhere has openly
cecepted ite plea of clean -honds,

DONALD RODNEY, a 29 year-old Quantity Surveyor, has told the
world how he end his brother were tricked by an electronice expert
rad poldier of the Guyann Defence Force, GHEGOKY SMITH, into testizi
. wolkie=telkie receiver in which wen conccaled the deadly bomb tiod
ripped apert Wolter Hodney's body shortly efter 8 o'eclock on the
night of Friday, June 13,

Gregory Smith has been fully described to the police by e number
of people with whom he had business and social contacts, apart fic—
Tonald Rodney ond n Georgetown housewife, who 18 a close friena c*
Seith'e common=law wife,

Investigntions have established that Smlth was encouraged into
leaving the army claiming disntinfection, and to team up with the
WP4,



Cmith had volunteered to acsist the WPA in - 0 wonufae turing
walkie=tglkie sets that the party feli . necded wn 1te crlpal’y
nsolr@t the regime but far which they could not obtain the requirc.
licencen,

Smith hod nede arrangements with Walter Hodney to coue wyound
7130 p.a, ou Friday, June 13, to collect the first of the walkicv-tanilic
seta, having feiled to meke on eurlior delivery as pronised, Waolt.w
remained in his brother's car while Donald went to the home of Juit.
to uplift the set.

Srith delivered the receiver set which hae been described by
Donald fiodney =8 a box-shaped instrument, Donald said that he
exploined to him how it should be operated and kept the Ycompanion
set’,

fie emphesised that he wanted then to be in Conmp Street in tho
vicinity of the Georgetown prison and to be as near as poseible to
the prison wgll, Smith'e exyplanation Tor the testing location was
that heo wanted to "observe the c¢ffect nf the expense of metal on
4ue efficiency of the set",

At his request, Donald Rodney synchronised his wateh witn Soith'e
gince the first eignal on the set was to be given at eight a'clock,
Vien Donald handed over to Walter the package, neither brother hid
the sligh test iden that what they had been given by Smith to tect
wns in fret a bomb. ’

Early on Saturday morning (Junc 14) notiviets of the rulii :IC
hurled from a passing bus a set of lenflets in fiont of Patricic
Aodney's howme., The leaflet claimed that Rodnoy had blown hineelf
to denth with his own bombe "Those who live by the boub shall dic
by the bombd", )

Sinilar penphlets were being distributed eround 9:00 a.oe Lo
the beuxite town of Linden some 65 niles out of Georgeotown, 411
this was long before the police authoritics were still saying tint
they were unable to give the identity of the man blown to deoth in
the pnrked cer aud ithai they werc 1-ckins fcr another man who hnd
cocaped fron the vehiclo,

The BRC wane already broudensting the news of Walter Hodnoy's
denth end people around the Caribbeen were either learning of tic
trogedy from the BB or fron their own radio stations. But iu
Guyana there was no BEC néws on tlat baturday morning becouse of
gone "technical probelms",

With Walter dead mnd hie brotwr Doneld in the care of private
doetors in the city, it was the FNC which was discloeing that
Jelter Rodney had a bomb in his lop on his way to blow up the
Georcetown prison, but hnd mceldentelly deatreyed hingself .

Anyone fanilinr with the compound of the Georgetown priscn comy-
lex and the maseive metal walls pround i%, would need more than ou
nllegation that Rodney, sccompanied by his brother, was on hi2 w«y
to blow up the prison and - according to the FIC - free WEA suppor—
ters who were supposed to be incarceranted there,



_____

S0 far the police have given no infornation about any plot
to free prisoners on the night of June 13, But the FHC thixnks
it quite conceiveble for a disciplined mind like Hodney's to be
trovelling in a cor with his brother and cerrying-whai bha lmew
to be & bomb poverful euough to blow-up-the-prisane

What is not widely known, and what I discovered during my visit
to Georgetown to attend Rodney's funeral, is that less than half
n block away fron where his brother's car wes parked in John Street
on the night of the horrible tragedy, was a nobile police gtationa
This vehicle wns prrked on the southern half of Bent Street between
Jolm end Camp Streects, just within a few yords from the northern
wnll of the Georgetown prison — the prison that Rodney was going to
blow up at a rather early hour on the evening of June 13}

The robile stntion was equipped with nodern communication
facilities and, according to residents in the area, was in that
snme spot for at least two months, But within hours of the brutal
killing of Rodney, this police stntion was removed,

Inquiries at police headquarters in Georgetown confirmed that
this station was there for sone tine but that it had been removed
because of a need to ffree up "man power" required elsewhere, The
police didn't think that there was any significance in the suddcn
renmoval of the mobile police station, Nor apparently do they
consider it foolish thnt the Rodney brothers would have wanted to
blow up the prison under the watchful eyes of policemen in that
station.

I nlso inquired from the police on June 24, the day after the
burial of Walter Rodney, why no photograph had yet been issued of
Gregory Snmith since there was aow little, if any doubt about his
identity and that Donnld Rodney in particular was only too anxious
to attend an identity parade, The police said that their investi-—
gntions were "continuing apace" and that there would be "somne
inportant developrents shortly", :

Ianter thnt sanme day I went to the Medical Arts Centre, a
private hospital, where Donald Rodney was a patient suffering
fron severe rultiple injuries fron the boub last, He was being
gunrded by a plain clothes policenany Who refused to allow ne to
speak with hin, Within a few hours, I was to learn of the
"inportant developuents" of which police headquarters had alerted
oes

Donal Rodney was to be charged indictably under the HNationeal
Security Act with being in "unlawful possession of an explosive',
The eldest of the Rodney brothers, Edward, who Was arrested by
the police following the death of Walter, had been released a doy
corlier Without Mmowing exactly why he was taken into police
custodye v



DOMALD'S COUILT BATTIE,

Donald's lowyer, Mr, Doodnauth Singh, wes outrgged the next
porning when he informed Megistrete Pung~Kee-Fung thot Donald hed
been removed from his hospital bed and taken to court egailnst the
advice of his dootors, including the country'e leading peychinirist,
Horace Teitts

When the police confirmed that they had signed such o statenent
put with Donpld's consent, Mr, Singh strongly objected end insisted
that his client was not in o proper frame of pifd to have the char c
of unlawful possession of an explosive read to hine

The lawyer said that he was quite prepared to produce, if the
nngistrate so wished, the statement signed by the polices The
‘nngistrate granted n half hour adjournment for the statement to
be produceds

But, ag & shocked courtroon was to learn, the police had rushed
to the hospitnl, seized the document and claimed that it could not
pe found, Mr, Singh then had th surmon Dm. Taitt to testify, confir-
ping that Donnld Rodney had been removed fron hospitel without his
doctors' approval and that he was not "in a fit and proper condition",

Then came the battle to have liodney on bail. The prosecution
rrgued ngninst this. But eventually, the magistrate gronted bail
in the sum of G§4,000,

/

Observers in the packed courtroom were qui 'k to remark that
just about an hour earlier, Ms Olga Bone, the 59 year-old mother
of WPA activist, Bonita Harris, was placed by another magistratc
on o G$20,000 bail for allegedly being in possession of a snell of
& o303 bullet, A founding member of the women's arm of the ruling
FNC, lis, Bone had been subjected to frequent police harassment before
being charged under the National Security Act, which gives the police
viidespread powerss

HUNT FOR SMIT

The two British experts called in to assist the Guyena policc
in their investigations into Rodney's death — Dr. Frank Skusc and
Dr, Hugh Johnson - left the country.the same day Donald Hodney Vias
placed before the magistrate courte

They had already - informed the Guyana authorities thet
it would tekc then sone time to carry out detailed examination in
London of the sanples they had collected before being in a position
to determine the mature of the explosive device that killed Hodneye

Up to the time of going to press, Donald Rodney had not been
invited by thé police, as he requested, to identify photographs of
Gregory Snithe




Put by then the FNC wos declaring in ite weekly organ, Hew Ugptien
that "if Walter Rodney was indeed nseafinated, ond the story by hie
brother secens to suggest otherwise, it wos neither planned nor inapis -
by the People's latlanal Congress ap a party or ns a governmeniM

This is quite o different line to that raflected in earlier wut
ungorced propagendn naterials of the PNC, !

And, by June 27, the Guyana police were cnnouncing thnt they
were riow investignting reports that the nan wanted in connection
with the decth of Walter Rodney, Gregory Snithy; "nay have been flown
out of the country by an arry helicopter for Buriname",

The police also admitted that they had fenoved "lota nnd lota
of electronic equipnent fron the house Snith is sald to have usad,
Crine Chief Cecil "Skip" Roberts, saids "We have sone very good
infornation and all aspects are being thoroughly investigated sese'

SECHET VISIT TO AFRICA’

If it wns o Question ‘of the most appropriante tinme for Walter
liodney 's rurder, then it is significant, according to his WPA
collengues, that his death cone shortly after two important eventas
Pirst, his return in May fron a seeret trip to Africn and, secondly ,

a week nfter "Wecknesses" in the prosecution's cnse ngainst hin

rnd two other party nctivists '~ Dr, Onowale and Dr, Rupert Roopmarein -
hod been established in thelr trinl for firebonbing the PNC's
headguarters in July last year, ' .

All three of the arson accused were barred fron overseas travel.
Put Hodney nevertheless nonaged to slip out to Africa, via
neighbouring Suriname, He spent some two weeks abroad during vhich
period he had a lengthy neeting on lay 17 with Prime Minister
Z{obert Mugabe of Zimbabwe, He returned in tine fox the opening of
the arson trial of June 3, =

TASSIVE RALLIES

Following the nassive public rallies that the WPA was attroeting
after the burning -down of the PNC headquarters and the daylight
murder in Georgetown of o Jesuit priest, an unsourced 41 page
"EBCOGNITION HANDBOOK -~ VORKING PEOPIE'S ALLIANGE" came into the
possession of sone members bf the Police Force and nctiviste of
the ruling party, R

Starting with a photograph of the arson trio-lodney., Onowale
nnd Roopnarain - the handboolz ends with three pages describing BSone
47 vehicles used by nenbers and supporters of the WPAs

lio one ¥nows for surfe if this "recognition handbook" is related
to o "hit 1ist" which the WPA nnd the PPP clain has been prepared
py the FIC, ¢



Uhnka the 14 Fesrenld san of Valter and Fot Bodoey, Ao o
tritats YW his falier s ans of GUwres slort poese Bs ¥role un UWe
sight be fors Valler Dotsey's wwial] staten

e silvey tosgwe Bme ellipped,
Jae% 1lkz i‘.ﬁ:‘f’.
Mt Yis tioe neeV fatal,™

It o been token from C4R [EEEAY CUFTNCT, Tis reaion'e
ponthly newspapsr Voluse O, Yumber ).

“africen developuent 18 possible only on the
basis of o radical brenk with the imternatioaal
enpitalist eysten, which has been the primeipel
sgeney of underdevelopnent of Africa over ile
lost five centuries”, (Rodney, ¥., How Eapgio

underdoveloped Africh, london of Dar €5 Salnis,
1972,

"There ore no other altemativesj either o soednlist
revolution of a trke - bolieve revolution® (Cic).



4
TRANTITION

vy

Waltar fodnoy

Tha ters "traneltion” has already a peared in scholarly
p J
'_

works desling sitk countemporary tcountries in the prociss

of dovelopment. TL hoo heen attributed precise though somes .
pua npnflicting rzenings within thle growing body of scholie
prusumbly, part of Lhe fask of this journal auer time wouig

to eyaluate tho litercturs which deale with transition and oop,
latoral ideas such as the transfer of technology, the eEconcaje
of traneition, mits of cultural change and the stafer,
rolo in develaprnunt, Etach one of these facots would obyiousi,
domand the kecre-u of attention, and tholr examination can ta.
place offectively only through comparative study of differsat

ob jeetive situs inne. Tho present analysis sets iteclf & narg
modust task: namoly, to explore the parameters of the conctpt

of ta tranpsit.on, v« 't might plausibly appear from @ gendaral
purspective, Transitlon end development arc already part of
a g,gpulnx‘ vocl 'li_:)t‘\)'_ One needs to bt‘ldf}e tho gap beteeen egz_
depic specialisoiiona and the wider informed community which i,

conmitted to secokinc both the understanding and the positive
action inhkeront *n the nation of transition in this erz and {r
this part of Lhe wveorld,

Hoither tho rale of change nor the duration of chance =ic
immediately ertob)i-had with the use of the word transition,
Mankind was in .consition over hundreds of millennia while usj.
stone tgols, The neolithic portion of the stone age itself 5
lnntod For eove o! thousands of years; but it is possible tg
affirm that the beninning of agriculture in that period congt:.
tutes the mst most important 'rovolution' in the history of
human society. To apcak of transition from one mode of produs.
tion to enother ollowus for somewhat greater precision: yet one
is still confro.cd uith time-scalee of scveral Centuries uhich
mark the passanca from antiquity to foudalism and from foudzlis-
to capitalism. (VMoizy Andersan, 1974), 1In the history of Guyan
tho- end of chatiol slavery in 1838 provides an opportunity o
truat the firei post-emancipation decade as an experience with
free labour; and yot it was not until 1921 that direet legal
coercion of 1nY-un ~i'c’uay to more conventicnal relations
botween wage iabour and capital, One can therefore argue thzt
the transition from clauc labour to free labour in Guyana lasteq
from 1838 to 1 21. (7The last indentured labourers arrived fros
fronm India in 1947; a1l indentures expired in 1921).

In vach of %tho contexts above, the term transition is lagi-
timately employecd, and yet there is i+ the disconcerting
poesibility that npproached in this wey all history may be
characterised 2. iruncition from one stage to another., Ta avaeic
taubology and *rivialisation, it is clearly cssential to assicn
a narrow time-span to the concept as it relates to contemporery
social change., Further, limiting the duration of transformatior
infers an acco:.cr~atad rate of change,

Whatever the context, the state of transition can only be
astabliahod inferrncially, It 1s a link betwsen two histaerical
epochs and it incorporates elements of both the old and the newu

By dofinition, th <tato of transition lacks unique, classical
or sharply-cutlinod foatures, All B this is being conceded in
the present anclynis; without prejudice to the premise that

it is meaningful Lo utilise the term with regard to modern deve
loping societice (oach of which possesses its ouwn gpecificity)



only Lf trensition is a brief intelocking rather than an aror-
phous and protracted phase, Transition, then, constitutes
trensitory phase vetwsen two epochs,

The moment of transltion ia determined by contradictions in
the preceeding era, The presumption is that tha contradictions
have reached a point of maturity and thelr reecludion necesearily
implies a qualitatively different situation., It is for this
roason that traneition ie & brief period of intensified activity
when new social forms triumph over the old in a context of charp
struggle, Traneition is analogous to the older Marxiet philsn=o-
phical term, t'leap', ae the point at which avolution and quenti-
tative change givee place to revalution and qualitative change,
Thereafter, tho evolutionary rate of change ance again applies,
Contemparary transition implies a leap or (better still) e series
of leaps in material production, soclel relations and conscious-
ness all taking place within e circumacribed period of tirme and
acting in a self-reinforcing manner.

It is the contention here that Marxism provides the single
conasistent world-viev for a resolution of the problems of tranei-
tion. Long-term and relentless social forces have made trans-
national monopolies the characteristic and dominant form of
capitalism., Transnational capitel (which is of : . course
imperialist) has socialised the means of production far beyond
the point identified by Lenin in the early part of this century,
Simultaneously, transnational capital has concentrated the con-
trol of surplus into fewer and fewer (private) hands and it has
set up an international division of labour which is inherently
unstable and crisis-ridden, Meanwhile proletarian and peasant
alliances have cffected socialist revolutions in several count-
ries, However incomplete and distorted these socialist revolu-
tions may be, the countries concerned have made the leap fraom
theory to practice as far as socialism is concerned, and they
are enmeshed in a set of social contradictions different from
those prevailing in the capitalist, imperialist world. Within
the underdevocloped sections of the capitalist waorld, certain
social forces operate in a manner which sustains capitalist/impe-
rialist production relations, while others favour the resumption
of material production at a higher level under the asgies of the
working cless guided by : -  socialist ideology. The latter
option provides the setting for that moment of historical chancc
which will usher in a new society. 1In this connection, transi-
tion in the contemporary Third World should be unambiguously
identifiad as the "transition to socialism.”

In practice, the transition to socialism has always been
attempted under inherited conditions of material and social
backwardness and powerful external constraints. Socialist rcvo-
lutions have been initiated with poor technology, they have becn
conducted whsre the prolestariat has barely crystallised, they
have been facad with the alliance between local propertied clas-
ses and the bourgooisie of the epicentres of imperialism. This
was true of the Soviet Union and China; it holds true in grester
measure for Cuba, Vietnam, Kampuchea (Cambodia), Mozambique
and any other ex-colony where internal contradictions place
socialism on the mgenda, both as the ultimate goal and as the
means of transformation.

The anti-coloninlist movament as a whole (mast of which
was non-sorialist) must be given credit for re-opening the dis-
cussion on development and transition - a discussion which first
appeared in explicit fashion with the emergence of the Soviet



Unicn efter World War I, Interestingly enough, the heightensd
consciousness of change in the post-colenial world gave riso

to an African journal with the name Transition, which was gno.
extremaly popular amongst the intslligentsia on that contincnt,
The pe-occurrence of the title in Guyana is more than just ecoi_
ncidence, It attests to similarity of objective and subjectiy
conditions, for the rapid dissolution of aspects of the 0ld ordg,
of colonialisn forces consideration of the possibilities of guc_
litatively changed:ecieties, Throughout the 1960s and 1270s
the debate on social transformation has been extended to
virtually every part of the globe, but it has not necessarily
been made more penetrating. On the contrary, transition and deo.
velopment have been muted until indistinguishable from the times.
lessness of evolution, In part, these tendencies have to do
with lack of clarity in defining the stage of advanced imperia-
lism which has come to prevail; while above all they stem From
bourgeois and petty bourgeois class interpretations of the
historical stages which lie ahead,

All classes and strata within the anti-colonial nationalist
movements identified alien domination as a negative feature with.
in the world society which was in process of dissolution. Natis
onalist class alliances have virtually demolished the old poli-
cal superstructure of global imperialism. Beyond this point,
there can be no unanimity at the national level. The presence
of conflicting classes in Third World countries means that there
can be no agreement on identifying capitalism and imperialism
as the sustaining elements of the old vorld order. Vested intax.
ests therefore inevitably deny that transition and development
necessitate the demime of capitalism and imperialism, It is the
contention here that exploitative.classes propose pseudo-solution
to the problems of development, There is no real problematic
of transition outside of the framework of the transition to
socialism., A working class solution offers a revolutionised
society; all other proposals modify and/or extend to greater
or lesser degree the system of production and reproduction based
on the commoditisation of labour power and the alienation of surx.
plus labour,

The post-colonial world is too differentiated to be
reduced to any single neo-colonial stereotype. Nevertheless
at one end of the spectrum, there is the classic neo-colonialism
of states which have barely altered their politico-military
dependence on former colonising powers and which have strengthe-
ned their ties with international capitalism on the conventional
basis of private ownership of the means of production. In such
instances - e.g. Malaysia, zaire, Trinidad and Tobago - the
departure of the colonial administrations has been followed by
fapid reconstitution of the local bourgeois and petty bourgegis
into transnational capitalist production. Technology transfers,
moderate shifts in the international division of labour and the
increasing hegemony of the U,S5.A. and Japan are some of the
novel features of the classic neo-colonial tendency; but of
course the result is the intensification of something which is
centuries old; namely, capitalist accumulation of a global secalsc,
For the rest of this aralysis, attention will be focussed
only on those conditions ond strategies which at least offer
the appearance that they mark the beginning onh a new social era.

In several Third World countries, the idea of a "mixed
economy” has been presented in a very attractive format, A
private sector, a state-owncd sector and a sector of joint ver-

-



yro6 would ensure the best of both worlds and sould itsclf
onstitute a new entity defined as socialism of 8 spsciel
ypes (Leopold Senghor, 1961), The fact that thess ideecs
rave been most ardently prpopeounded by the ruling cless in
tauntries such as Senegal and Singapore ils far from resssurin
siven that these two stetes Punction integrally and comfort
within the imperialist Pramework, Whether the political
Leadership of Senegal or Singapore had any intention of bHuilfir
socialism is highly debatable; but, conscious intention mport,
che transition to socialism could not have been affected Ly o
FPew piddling messuree of government participating in an cconony

=R

Bystem, The "mixed economy" is at besst a logical fallacy .

it is not a deliberate smokescreen for v

bourgepis and petty bourgspis class interesct, Transition must
necessarily have mixed Features of capitalist relics and crbryo-
nic socialism, but the latter would exist inaposition of
dominance, Transformation would therefore involve the incxorz-
ble displacement of the last lsgaciss of capitalism,

A number of Third World countries have declared themselvcs
adherents or discoverers of one species of socialism or another.
Where there is a verbal commitment to the transition to socialicn,
it requires ?reater scrupulousness to ‘see whebher or not what
is proposed 1Is indeed transition, Tanzenia's Ujamaa socialism
is one of the more revealing experiences, The socialist Arusha
Declaration was announced some twelve ycars ago; the implementz-
tion has been carried out by a government which commands rospect
in the Third World, and a significant body of literature has
accumulated on Ujamaa socialism, One of the most recent and
carefully documented studies of the Ujamaa village collectivec
in Tanzania casts serious doubt on whether the process of socic-
list transition has yet been initiated within the countrysidc.
The principal reasons for this adverse judgement are as follows

-~ the low level of production and productivity of the
agricultural co-operatives (i.e. Ujamaa farms);

- the stagnation and regression of the co-operative sector
in attracting labour;

- the failure of the co-ops to provide a basis for impro-
ved agricultural technology; and

- the bureaucratisation rather than democratisation of
decision making in the villages,

The researchers (Mapolu and Phillipson, 1976) located the
fundamental problem not within the villages themselves but in
the political framework, which is not firmly based on those
classes with the greatest ogbjective interest in transformation:
that is, the peasantry and working class, The questions of pro-
ductive forces, social organisation, ideology, state and class
were all touched upon in an attempt to explain why socialist
development/transition had failed to get underway in the Tanza-
nian instance, The premises of the assessment were madc oxpli-
cit:

?ince the development of the productive forces speci-
jeally includes the development of the general

abilities of the producers themsclves, co-operation
should enable progressive ideas to take root morc ficmly
in all aspects of peasant life and through co-operativc
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solf-management and decision making give the diruct
producers more contral over the staets apparatus ag
the local levsl, thus enhancing thelr participatisg,
in running the economy at national lovel.

Co-operation .... takes on its class characi..
ristics from the general strategy of developmont in
which it is inserted, which is in turn an expressics
of the interests of the ruling class (or alliances uf

classes) in each particular social formation. jalism often deny the oxis
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~The low level of production and of the rate of £ ',,’;‘Ut‘g dg”ytmgictians. Even seemingly
progress in.rural Tanzania cannot be explained out- ol i gaf rana and Tenzania - has cap
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fact that this particular policy has not proved to

be a substantial basis upon which improvement in

rural production could be generated arises from tie
failure of the policy to address itself to the fungs.
mental problems of social structure and economic
integration. 1In essence, therecfore, the issue ig
really political:; to be able to sufficiently mobilise
and organise the masses in a manner which would oxtzji_
cate the economy from its damination and exploitation
by international capitalism, requires a class basc or
an ideoclogical perspective which hardly a single Afp: ’
government can be credited with at present. . alf
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The struggle for national independence often nurtured o I SR thif L Qiréf‘ difhu.t;v'~' it
cuphoric hopes that in the post indepondence period national — =& =% G2 erehip of tha memane of produc
development would virtually take cara of itself. “Seek ye firps=iime private hands tc the state sndg t!
the political kingdom and all things else will be added there- @ - in Indonesia, in Cgypt, in C!
unto’ was a famous dictum of Kwame Nkrumah's, It presupposcd aly, the period of state owenrs
that the contradictions which undermined colonialism and which P A gl tion S ete Tah b
thercfore forced imperialism to alter its political form would :ihet sone section of the indigono
also force an altoration of its eoaia} cultural, and sconomic =% PFEpered to underteke the wole of
substance, However, imperialism has proved itself far more #late capitalists in the ers of thg
powerful and resilient in the periphery than had been suggustecds,
in intcrpretations of "moribund capitalism", The local potty
bourgeoisie, comprador bourgeoisie and national bourgeoisie of
the Third World proved stronger than the workers and peasants
in the defence of their class interests. The producing classes ™
became more and more marginalised after independence. Such 2
context was hardly propitious for initiating transition; ond

The cogent Pormulation above allows us to advance tie
understanding of transition, with particular reference to its
political facets. The necessity for social change in the Thizd
Jorld arises out of a conjuncture of contradictions in the syst
of capitalist/imperialist production. But the appreciation of ~
this necessity and its historical implementation requirec tne
political organisation of those eocial classes with an ong:tim
interest in the overthrow of capitalism and the creatian of =
society freed from the exploitation of labour. The leap From
cvolution within capitalism 1 .
to evolution within socialism is no mere spontancous process,
It involves changing levels of consciousness, building workinc -
class organization and self-discipline, and above all the rcvo-.
jutionising of the state and hence the character of all subscquy

social and political intervention.
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labour sa se to promots the Indigencus bourgeolsie, Rn exsnl;
gf the Development Flane of the great mmjorlty of independent
sfrican and Caribbean atates discloses 2lmust {fﬂnLLC¢l provi-
siona for nurturing domestic private cepitaly end the grosth of
indlgenaus capital ras bsen registersd in all Third wWorld coun-
tries, alongeide of thm payperisation of workers, peasants and
lympen proletariat, The emergence of the Indigenous bourgeolsie
way create tanslone with respect to the established multi-national
capitalists; yst tho ney class in tha periphery contributes to
the reproduction of cepital and of cepitaliet sociel relations
gn & global scele, The coming Into being of such a class has
peen welcomed by {nstitutions such as the ¥orld Henk, and one
pas grave diffficultiese in fdentifying the strategy o; indigonous
capitalist grosth with any variant of socimliem ghatever,

on-Marxian verdions of socialiem often deny the existencs
af classes or at any rate deny the central dynamic imparted to
society by antagoniest™8ass contradictions, CEyan geemingly enti-
imperiallst leaderghip - as {n Ghana and Tanzanias - has €@poucaed
this position, #Heanuhile, the reality hes been that the potty
pourgeoisi¢ has consolidated itself es o clasa, (Wkrumah, 1970,
1. Shivii, 1976), A progremme of development which denies the
independent existence of the working clasas and the psasantry is
unable ta moblliee the sald clasees in their gwn interecsts or
to meke them the leading clagses within the state, Conversely,
the same donial of class formation enables the petty bourgeoisiu
and the comprador bourgeoleie to take state control - Pirst sur-
reptitiocusly and then brazenly - on the basis of their greatur

sense of organization during the naticnalist phase of enti-colo-
nial struggle,

Tho options wpich the.pqtty bourgeoisie and allied strota
may pursue in relation to -iaternational capital vary Ffrum
joint ventures to the natiomalisation of foreign and domestic
capital, Obviously, there is a difference between the uninhibi-
tud private enterprise in Trinidat or Morocco and the attempted
state ownership in Guyana and Algeria, However, it is quite re-
markable how the instances of state intervention have failed to
p;oducu any substantial improvements in living patterns as for
as the mass of direct producers are concerned, Even more remark-
able is the tendency towards instant reversal of such progrossiv.
ob jectives as might have been secured by the nationalist macs
pase at an earlier poriod, A progressive foreign policy, for
instance, has been knoun to change into its opposite virtually
overnight, Transition is movement in a given direction- it is
not a shuttle service. Yot ownership of ths means of production
ras boen transferred from private hands to the state and then
back again to private hands - in Indonesia, in Egypt, in Ghana,
one could say that objectively, the period of state owenrship
mare ly served to guarantee that some section of the indigonous
population would bo better prepared to undertake the role of
small nand medium-sized privato capitalists in the era of the
multi-national giants,

There is one particularly troubling question in svalueting
those"progressive” countries which diffor in some respects :
from tha claasic neo-colonial states., Have they begun to chert
2 now course which is anti-imperialist and non-capitalist or
is it that they repreceent socicdpolitical formetions which capi-
talism aen accammodate and welcome? Advanced sectors of French
capitalism are quite roconcilod to the Algerian "experiment",
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tho World Bank finds 1t useful to associnte with the Tenzanian
petty bourqguoisie: North Amsrican mining capital has glven the )
stamp of spprobeal to the Guinwan regime; and with respect to -x,ri”li"" 5y Le
Suyana the American state ignores the spplication of its oun Lhe @ Jec tive 2 g
rccantly-designad “human rlghts™ criteria. The implication is L ithlir‘t COuUNEE L&m .,
that imperialism has not yet Leen stretched to the limit of ite cap

ca e Gl v |
potential., It will accommodato states which have taken steps R Dl haeN &
agalnst foreign privatu property &n response to internal and
txternal Porcse provided the new juridical propecty relations d
affact neithor the long term contributinon of the country to ¥ .z g oW intersat,
global capitalist accumulation and provided the state continuyoe _"L 1ts v the mnotian
to guarantee class differnptiation. The crucial variable is 78 P JuP DY‘_ : ‘ S
the composition of the state. Any given Third World ecountry je¢ o “.5%: 05 oP? _e¢n at tha polnt of i
at least arguably transiticnal when the classes and strata sipn bo 4 pranches of ¢
which were pre-emiment in the colonisl period bagin to lose n an would all
their control over the means of production and tho astate, Tgo i y .
put it enother way, the movomoent towards socialiam demands a > - g -s‘aly orf g dtentia Ldy
prior constitution of the working cless into the state so that .0 . &°° P clo antly @8 ¢ 11

the stete would increasingly roflect the role of the working f ne8Ss

class in production.
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States with different class bases may concur with reapecg ! 18+ . ¢he COE slex {
to some policies of national development., Changes in the inta, - tud . ¢ z
national economy, for instance, are being advocated by all Thi,”~ g
World nations. The accumulating petty bourgoisie concur witp :
realistas amongst the leading bourguois spokosmon, who admit th.
the old international order cannor survive with the same form
and content; and hence the calls for a now international eco- '
nomic order and for the initiating of a so-called North/Sauth -7 -3
dialogue, 1In effect, the strains of imperialism in its present
stage demand partial change if thare is to be a new lease of
life, Marxists and working class intellsctuals have long cal-
led for revamping the international cconomic order. They can
claim toc have bson more resolute and consistent in working for
such changes, and have realistically pressed for the best of
tha short-term arrangements even within the structures set yp
by agreements such as the Lome Convention. However, working
classrob jectives are much more far reaching than those adjust.
ments which give breathing space to accumulating classes on
the periphery of capitalism, After all, it is from the perspe.
ctive of alienated labour in the Third World that the opsratior
of the old intasrnational order are most intolerable. It is on!:
a working class state which will revolutionise social reproduct
within its own boundaries and simultaneously contribute to the
final dismantling of global imperialism .

s ]

By implication, the leap touwards socialism is inseparablc -
from the conscious intentions of working class leadership made L
manifest through the state. All historical leaps have not boer i » z7si-s " en 0 ;)
consciously directed,, 0On the contrary, passages from one mode .
of production to another provious to socialism have been the wan
result of Forces which were improperly understood even by tie
main classes in the drama. Tho bourgooisi class could hardly =uliru=:lc in ifrice
have been said to have directed the early formation 6 capitalic °
society., Socialism is unique because of the highly developed
consciausnags of the two combatant classes -~ the bourgeoisie ar =74 - .
the proletariat, Social relations in Third World countries toc A~Tu'»-6
cannot be changed indepsndently of men's will., Conscious deci- iy
slons have been taken to change the forces of production ginclL
ding the size, akill and composition of the working class), the
relations of production and the mediation of those relations by
the state. O0Of courss, “conscious intentions" mean much more tt
mere stataments nr idenlogical declamations. Uerbal adhercnce
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to Marxism in Congo Orazzaville, Guinea, Socalia and Cthioni
hzs accaompanied social developments indistinguishable fram thos
in states where thers has been an explicit rejection of Lht
theory of class contradictions: that is to say, Marxist intcl-
lectuals have been silenced, uworkers' representatives have “oon
eliminated and the working class as a whole excluded from < 7o-
cratic participation in social reconstruction., For transition
to have validity, it must include the widespread promotion of
socialist education without caricature and it must rest firml,
on workaers' democracy.

The contradictions within the imperialist system and Lotuc-
en imperialism and socialism provide the objective basis for
the passage to socialism in dependent capitelist countries, This
has to be reiterated and then qualified by the equally important
variable of action by class 1 conscious elements. Transition
therefore equates with guided transformation; it means socizl
policy directed by the working class in its oun interest, Groad
and challenging possibilities are opened up by the notion of wvor-
kers! democracy, which has relevance both at the point of pro-
duction and @ithin the several levels and branches of the state.
It should also be clear that @ such transition would allocatc
meaningful roles to strata which are closely or potentially allicd
to the working class: above all, the peasantry as well as indo-
pendent craftsmen, shopkeepers, the louwer salariat, students,
technocrats and other intellectuals., The scape of the prescnt
discourse doss not permit elaboration of the complex inter-rclatc-d
problens which have to be resolved once the process of transiticn
is underway. In the final apalysis, comprehensive answers uwill
be forthcoming through social practice and attempted transformo-
tion.
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JND THE WORD
cull
Prl-
E-
TRATT
,ND BLCOME PLLSH JMOWG US. ;
.1 SIIENCE IS NOT THE E/PLOSION OF .. BOMB
1o, ‘ '
SILINCE
IS 10T i
TE BPLOSION: |
. . . OF s BOMB,

THE HE/RTL ND WITL OFPEN
m0 RECEIVE ITS SON
XD . WINDQT ND CHILDREN
WILL CRY SOFTLY IN THE NIGHT, °
BUT COMR'DES GOIN ‘CLENCH THEIR FIST.:
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L July 198C
LY AND THE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY

- Izirai Kangero, Youth Orgonisation

Correde Chairnan,

~y we address ourcelves for a few uinutes to a fairly close
¢z~ninntion of our relationship herey os a gethering, with

corrade Kodney for whon we ore here. As o universily, as a
comunity, we ourselves forn a specific constituency which is

firply in solidarity with the history of the strurile of Dro Rodney,
it the same tine, we also constitute a specific

context of contrandictions, which were reflected in the acadenie

part of Dr. Hodney's struggles here ond outside, and presently

~150 in the political strug;le surrounding his deatha

Cozrades, this renmark is nade for the sake of concretely addressing
ourselves to the two questions together: that of our relationship,

o5 n university, to Dr,. Hodney's process of struggle, and in its
political aspect, that of the politics of that struggle itself -

There is a specific manner in which both these aspects have been
conceptualised ond viewed at the political or organisational level
by the student comunity here, and this is specifically the critieisn
that this short npessg e contains,

These renarks, though generally under the title of my relationship
to the Youth Orgaonisation, specifically as editor of its theoretieal
and ideological Journal, are not made explicitly : 1 that capacitya
Due to this, the degree of divergence fpon what would probably have
been the official viewpoint of the Youth Organisation and the
covernment of students as a whole shall be as broad as the specific
context requires, But this is not an issue, since these organisatiocas
~re not charged with the theoretical or political duty of nmaking a
student stand on Dr, Rodney. On the contrary, they are part of the
broad sociopolitical context of their national existence, and in
effect part and parcel of the struggle concerning revolutionary
novements under neocolonialisn, This means the question of the
relationship between the nesses and petty-bourgeois nass parties,
the extent to which revolutionery novenents and individuals con oT
should work towards the mobilisation of the masses for real
revolution, and hence the politics of the judgement of specific
oorents in this continuation of struggles

In this regnrd, Comrade Chairnan, the student organisations in this
University can be described as having found thenselves vexed ina
contrndiction, On the one hand the broad student comunity, ineluding
its present leadership, are wholeheartedly in support of Rodneyb
contributions in an academic sense, ond definitely also in his
political endeavours. But owing to a certain fairly authoritative,
i2 not authentic, account of the circumnstances of the bonb explosion
that caused the denth of Dr. Rodney, there has been a split into two
coups, This divieion is one of the way in which to judge these
circumstances in the context of the broad political requirenents of
the struggle in Guyana, The difference of opinions and the political
expression of these opinions could be sunned up, to borrow a
characterisation used by K.F. Hirji in his School Education and
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Underdevelopment in Tanzonip, 4n terms of apologetio. ideelisn

end vulgar realisn, Those who Support, passionately, the cmuse

of Dr. Rodney, would rather not concern themselves in a partisen
and engoge fashion concerning these circumstences, while those

wno fully realise the signifiocance of the specifio circummatances
would prefer to isolate them from the genernl context of the
ptruggle in G\wmm"md Judge these circurmstances, so to @peak,

on their own merit, This in nethodological terms does not arise
fron political considerations of en externnl semse to the issues
themselves, but is based on the legalistic concept of responsibility
for Dr. Rodney's death, which of course has been the form of the
presentation of the question in the liberal press, To dispose

of this issue before coming back to the question of the necesoary
reconciliation of thess two divergent viewpoints, it 18 a requirement
of o naterlalist conception of polities to ecriticise this legelistic
conceptions Initially, it assumes and operates from a liberal conce-
ption of broad démoeracy and free pday; in which cese both the
requirenent of Dry Rodney end the Working People's Alliance to
operate through legnl methods and to the extent that they would,
fron time to time, be legally elloweds Secondly) the presumption
follows 1ite logical line that in this broad politicel context
either in Guyana or:elsewhere, tho only class forces orgenised

end orned or otherwise capable of putting up a violent struggle
ageinst popular end revolutionary movements are those belonging

to state power, This concept is emsily challenged by political
struggles anywhere, but suffice is to mention that clmss forces
conprising of different broad and sectional interests are at once
nnd the same time fighting different class forces, It follows
therefore that instances of violent confrontation can arise fron
nny level and political relationship based on the total situation,
and need not be channelled through the state, This presumption
that only the state can engege in reactionary violence im also
legalistic and liberal, based on fair play, and hence only those
with the legal power tg bend the rules can be expected, or
otherwise be suspected, of having bent them in a specific context,

Comrade Chairman, my use of the phrase of "bending the rules"
should certainly appear to belittle the significance of the tregic
loss of Dre. Rodneys, This is not the case, but the implication is
intended, This iB due to the second reason for the criticisn of
the legelistic conception of the death of Dr., Rodney, in that it
excludes en inportant question ¢f the requirement of political
struggle to be directed, raised or lowered to such specific levels
a8 i8 possible and hence rationally, in a revolutionary sense,
required by the materipl conditions themselves, By "material
conditions" we mean the aggregate objective and subjective factors
oand their concrete level, existing in specific situation, Without.
a correct judgement of these factors, it is not possible to lead

a suBcessfull or a strategically and tactically correct political
struggle, Revolutionary political theory makes a keen and
inportant requirenent that the revolutionaries must alwaye rely
on the nasses. In this "relience," the most important thing is to
understand the specific level of the class denands of the masses,
ond their level of comsciousness, This enables a factually correct
conception of What demands should be politically artioulated, What
slogans should be raised, and to what level of the struggle should




the passes at any moment be required to reach, The opposite

of thip is populist opportunien, which in a certain context
becomes infantile adventurism, Instead of a concrete

conception of the masses, fron their real and actual higtoriepl
propensity for etruggle at the spedific nonment, it is conmon

for revolutionary novements to rely on an idealistic conception
of the nasses, held to be in an extrence sense, eternally end
conatantly revolutionary and cepable of nnking any saorifices

and heroio struggles nt nny porticular moment. This leads to a
situntion where the requirenment for political struggle is no
longer the correct articulation of the real class denands of

tho nasses, and painstokingly and in o protracted nanner develep.--.
the revolutionary movenents end consciousness in direct relatione
phip with the objective developments, On the contrary, it is"°
then considered that the only requirement is to engage in certain
heroic acts, to inspire the "inagination" of the nasses, since
there are no objective requirenents for the firing of this
inagination itself, This leads to foco politics isolated fron the
nosses, which is a catalyst to a more ferocious reactionary struggle
ngoinst this form of politics itself; and leads, frequently, to
serious losses in political struggle. :

Hence, whereas the present discussion in this message recognises
the complicated circumnstancial and strategic considerations of
the particular situation in Guyana, it asks comrades to look at
the struggle in Guyana fron an objective perspective, based on ‘
- on objective analysis of the line of the Working People's Allionce,
its relationship with broad sections of the working class and the
petty-bourgeoisie. The national question in Guyana is of such
a forn that it is difficult to organise at a mass level without
also organising at o sectional, racial level., . Again, given the
specific level of development of the naterial conditions for
objective struggle, which are not peculiar to Guyana but broad far
the present situation of global inperialist crisis, the propensity
for struggle becones linited.

This kind of situation forces a definite node of &truggle, In countri
where there is a single nass party, all different class forces can
organise and nobilise inside the same nass party. This in itself .

is en objective nid to the revolutionary novenent because the condi-
tions for its appealing to the masses have already been created, by
the sinple fact that cll political forces operate and relate thenselva
to the nassés on the basis of the general interest of the masses.

In countries with a multiparty democracy or multiparty dictatorship,
the oral articulation of class and sectional denands is nade easier,
but the organisation and nobilisation of the nasses is nore ,
difficult, since at every monent one party, or each new party,

mst create a new basis of its own, that is, talie out a section

of the nasses fron their erstwhile nationalist or class allianae;

or at least tolerance and sympathy, for any of the already

dominant political lines, This is quite difficult when one can

not use the apparatus of state power already existing, which is
possible in a mass party, since all political forces have a fairly
consolidated capacity for this utilisation of the broad palaver of
nass politics, :



i conelueion Conreds Chairnon, 1% would serdouwsly offend the
spirit of the stiuggle of Dr,. Hodney hirwelf 4f this university
were to be eetuslly divided on his work and feilwres or suocesses,
The nost inportant thirng that Dr, Folney would binself have
sequired 16 ot the broad progresei¥e forces = or gllinnce s

ke titled his mobiiised forces, understond gll these upe and
downe of the struggle ond keep to g united front for the
enbencerent of the couse itself, lepnlistie conceptions of
veaponsibility end recrinination nust not be allowed to throw

fog over the concreie ppprnigal of the developuent of the
revolutionary uovenent, Thank you, ?

“My position is that of the black inteldootunl in N
& coloninl goclety, That society offers cducated i
black ran positions of privilege end relstively i
sequre scononio conditions in exchange for their :
eouls, The Llack inteldectuel are ne ruch a part i
of the wiite capitalist eysten o8 er¢ bank manngerg

end plantation overseers, Their position is sccure

on condition that they opake no nepningful contrpct

with the blaek mosses” (Rodney, 1969)



The Death of Walter Rodney and the Struggle in the Car bbean
By H. Goulbourne

Introduction.

The death of Walter Rodney = Brother Walter, as comrades and
Priends in the West Indies call him -~ marks a definite stag
in the struggles of the people in the Caribbean against neo-
colonial regimes and imperialism, I was in Kingston, Jamaica
wvhen the neus of his dssisination came and friends and comra
rbgéivod it with doep shock and anger, During the course of
the Pollowing week as the orime dominated the news media we
were able to digest the enormity of our loss. C.L.R.James
expressed this loss for ths struggle in the Caribbean when
he described Brother Walter as "the brightest Political spar
in the zegion since Marcus Garvey.—Wo meet tonight to honau
our fallen cémrade and colleague but I have been asked to
confine myself to giving the background to the murder so as
to enable us to have a better appraciaticﬁ of the struggle

that Walter was involved inf

The General Context.

Walter's untimely death came. at a time when the Caribbean,
especially the English sp2aking West Indies, is taking a
eritical roviey of itself, In 1979 Maurioe Bishop and his
New Jewel Movemeni used voilence to overthrow the extremely
repressive regim: of Eric Gairy in Grenada, In St.lLucia

the progressive of the two political parties won the general
elections on 2 platform of progressive ohange. Currently
in Jamaica thoe lines ere being drawn and manned over whether
the country should return to an uncritical support of US pol:
or whether as an independent country it should fesel free to
choose its friends, Traditionally West Indian leaders have
been oontented to accept whatever role the US marked out for
them. The development of radicalism in the region is bringis
this into question. People are getting dissatisfied over
the US treating the region as its backyard,

One of the clearest signs of this new development is the

mushrooming of progressive groups throughout the region. In
Jamaica-the Workers'.Party with a marxist leadership has beer
founded. 1In Antigua, Trinidad & Tobago, St. Vincent and ever



“orbadoe (well known for fte conservatism) a number of
aroan.zations have eprung up with Yhs wxprassed aim of

thalianging the estebliahed political parties which have

Loesn dominant eince the nationalist period, The new swarsness
in Caorlbbean politin~ 75 aleq lredfsy & ~ioh slgger ties betweon
progressives and what cccure in one scountry la likely, as in

the 1930s, to quickly affect iLhe others, The death of Brothar
walter and the losas that has boen inflicted had an immediats

el fect throughout tha regian,

Surnhamn's_Cuyana,

When Cuyana wes the colcny af Oriti=sh Gulana realists used to
call it Booker!s Guiana Ee20099 @ zuned roat of the country's
wealths, Today, bescause of the barba-ity of Fotbeé Burnham,
CGuyana, far from boing LAken: aericusly ss tho world's First
co«operative republic, is known as Surnham's Guiana, An~ -
understarding of Jurnhante Culana will halp up to see the

~ - odds that Waltor was up again-~% and why he w1 seen as &
vary real threat {p tFa povsz sasteblichmani,

It is nou'common knawlndga tha% Buznbam carme to power In tha

1960s with the active ~uppert P ths US CIA and the conniv.ance

of the British Government led Ly Wileon, At the time Cheddi

Jagan, laadar,ofytha ﬁt54M3zccw People's Progressive Pafty,

stood to gain a sybot2niial ele~"mmal vicknry at the polls

but the trouble with him as fatx'as the US end-Britéih wore

<3 cancerned vas that ho was a known communist. and his,pafty
talked in tsrms af nationclizatisn of-the.majdr industries

such as bauxite ard sugar, The [=itish ;natituted'aisyStem of

tproportianal representaticnt vhich, far fcom being democratic,
anablad'Burﬁnan to vin the electicone, Children, the dedd and
even those who never exister woicu b ;.ve Curnham a sweeping
#.. yietory over Jagan, Guyanaca abroad were supoosed to have
53"-givan hinm pvervhalming support but investigations carried out
by the Indeperdens Teleulaion Netwozk in thg»pK found that
mos: of these people rever ayisced and some were recorded more
than once, This exercise, of course, did not betray the West

~

A - - A -
Indian love for constitutionzl Torms °n7 prodndures.



To keeop himgelf in power Burnham hag sought and has succeodod
to postpone elactions, In 1976 he hald a roferandum over tho
issue of creating an exeoutive presidency which would allow

him to wield much more powor - agein constitutionally ~ than

he does as prime minister, It uas ostimated by the Concerned
Citizens' Association that no more than 147, of the electorate
participated in the exercise but the regime clalmed that 745
participated vith a 957 in favour of the Government's MBABULE 4

So, elections were pastponod,

The second. factor that furnhem utilizes to maintain himself

in power is the unabashed exploltation of radial differences,
GCuyana has a majority of citizens descended from the sub-canti
of Indie and the next largast group is Afro-Caribbean with
lower percentages of Portugquese, Chinese, etc, Part of Burnhar
ability of stay in powor since being placed there by the CIA

has been his ability to exploit the AfPrican population's fear
that the t'coolies' will one day take aver thao country unless

he remains in power., In the past he was able to use African

workers to break strikes instituted by Indian workers -

here too the division in Guyanese society pertains, with the
sugar industry being dominated by Indians whilst the bauxite
industry is dominated by Africans,

In recent years the Government has been plagued.by a persisti
20 + ¢ unemployment. In 1970 Burnham shifted, ostensibly,
his grounds and became a socialist - he made links with the
Republic of Cuba, the USSR, etc,, and founded 'the world's
first co~operative republic! which aimed at feeding, clothin
and housing the nation by 1980, Well, we.are in 1980 but fc
the people of Guyana there are soarcities, poverty and assd ¢
nations -~ Walter Rodney being the last in a series of five
within the year. It must seem for many to be more like the
year 1984 that George Orwell.prophesied and there is little
wonder that Walter's brother, Donald, hid from the police
until he was well enough to tell the world what had happen e

In beooming a 'socialist! Burnham also moved to make firm !
with Africa so as to give the impression that he was truly
progressive, He gave financial support to the OAU Liberat
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fut Waltaer's contribution to the struggling masses of the

Third World stands; the spirit of Walter Rodney lives., In

1968 he was banned from Jamaica where he was teaching becaucso
he dared to go to the ghettoes of Kingston and diecuss African
history with the Rastafari Brethern (this led to hie intimatin,
publication, Groundings with my Brothers) and to this day
people in Kingston remember the démonastrations in support of
Walter, In the pestyyeers eince ~1975 his contribution wus
not reetricted to his own oountey. He travelled the region

and rallied support for othor groups in the islands. = More
thanany other figure in current West . ~ Indien progressive

politice he . was able to commdnd the respect of all parties
prosecuting the struggle, His evident eimplicity and sincu-

rity his dedication to the cause made even those opposed to
his ideas stop in their strugole to ponder the loss,

The struggle continues in Guyana, The arson case of lust

year lingers on and the names of Dr, Rupert Roopnarine, Or,
Omawale, Kwame Apata and Keren de Souze should not be for-
gotten as well as tha leaders of the WPA because Burnham'as

rogime has made it clear that it will not tolerate any serious
opposition,

Walter - a lutta continual

“fevolutionaries love peace, but a creative peace that will
purnit all to enjoy life and construct a new society suctoes Fully
Thcy dﬁ ndf“‘ish war:.they hate sleughter and cruelty, but thay
understand that a thousand times worse is the Indefinite conti-
nuation of injustice, exploitation, hunger, poverty and corrups=
tion,

Alfredo Vera



RODNEY AND RADJCALISM ON THE HILL, 1966 - 1974

uy

lesa G, Shivji

In @ speech entitled 'The Ideology of the African fovo-
lution', delivered to the second seminar of Eaet and Contr=l
ifrican Youth held in Dar es Saleam in November, 1969, weltcr
iodney said:

"pAfrican peasantes and workears will undoubtedly achiow
the goal of uynity, but it will be a unity in strugolo
and unity through struggle - ideologicel, economic and
military. On the idsological, front our tesk revoluti-
anary " - Africen youth is to interpret the prasent
realities of Africa from the viewpoint of the majority
of its peoples who are toilers, We must interprot

it in order to understand the difection of change and
to see to it that progressive and revolutionary trends
are brought to the forefront., The degree to which we
serve that function is the degree to which we may Lo
. Judged reyglutionary,"

n few days later Rodney wrote a letter to the then Nationslist
(17/12/690 in which, among other things, he said:

"esel trust that my use of words such a; 'capitalisnm',
'imperialism' and 'neo-colonialism' will not be deemed

as a cover for sinister intent., My indulgence in thosc
terms is aimed at exposing a system which is barbarous
and dehumanising - ane which snatched me from Africa in
chains and deposited me in far-off lands to be a slave
beast, then a sub-human colonial subject, and finally

an outlaw in those landa, Under those circumstances, ono
asks nothing more but to be allowed to lesarn from, parti-
cipate in, and be guided by the African Revolution in this
part of the continent; for this Revolution here is aimed
at destroying that monstrous system and replacing it wit~
a just socialist society,”

The two quotations, in our opinien, show how Rodney sau | ‘s
role at the University of Dar es Salaam, He believed his main
role was to participate in ideological struggles and in the
process clarify the character of the African Revolution. To "o
sure, it's not only Rodney who sew his role that way. The very
context in which he was functioning and the atmosphere of the
time at the Hill during the period that Rodney was hsre (roughly
1966 to 1974) was one of intense intellectual Ferment and idevc-
logical debates and discussions. This was the period during
which TANU issusd two very important documents, the Arusha
Declaration in 1967 and the Mwongozo in 1971, These documents
precipitated as well as alloued a very vigorous and relatively froo
debate and discussion, the kind of which the University has rot
witnessed since.

"Basad on, the authob's speech made at the Memoriel
Symposium on 'Walter Rodney's contribution to tha Revolution!
held on July 22nd, 1980 at the University of Dar es Salaam,



it is therefore in thie context that we have to sce T ¢
role played by Rodney. We would therefore attempt to trac
sriefly the history of student strupgles during Rodnocy's &
and in the process highlioht Rodney's contribution.

ey

The turning point in the development of the University
he October 1966 demonstration against the proposals of the

Covernment to launch compulsory National Service. The pre-1¢
University was not very different from any YWestern Universit,
The idepological lewel at the Campus was extremely low, Hcac?

nary ideas held sway and what the bourgeois lecturers taught
the classrooms was taken as gospel truth, Straight bourgeoi:
theories went unchallenged, Lenin says somewhere that bourac
education is nine-tenths useless and one-tenths distorted. !
our case the bourgeois education that was dished out was nin:
tenth harmful and one tenths useless.

As for the extra-curricular activitiss of the students,
it was the bread and butter questions that preoccupied thecm.
One militant student recalled that atmosphere in followinc
tecrms:

",.e.1 arrived at the College in July 1967. -1 was, al
immediately, disappointed on arrival at the Cotlecc.
found that the students were lacking in militanmecy and
even hostile not only to socialism, but even, at least
some of them, to the whole question of African Liberat
it any rate there was no clear militant commitment on
part of the broad sections of the student body. Instc
most of our extra-curricular time was taken up by friv
lous activities: drinking, dancing and watching dccade
Western films, I remember one occasion when I was rea
most unhappy. This was the time when Chief Albert Lut
died. A service in his honour was organised at the I:
utoglu Hall. Transport was provided to all students v
wished to go and attend the service. Alas!! only a he
ful of us turned up - the majority being students fror
Southern Africa. Apathy towards, and ignorance of, mc
vital questions regarding the interests of the Africar
people were the rules of the day. Teachers - sorry! -
Lecturers and Professors, were particularly hopeless -
as far as the interests of our people went.”,

It was in this atmosphere of general apathy that the !
organisational form of radical ideas was born. This was th
Socialist Club. The Socialist Club was started by a - feu
radical students from Zimbabwe, Kenya, Ugande, Malawi, Suda
Ethiopia and Tanzania., Among the founders were a few membc
of staff, the foremost being Rodney. Quite a few of these
"founding fathers” have now . joined state power: some are
ministers and ambassadors of their respective countries;
few are political exiles in Europe and elsewhere and feuwer
have continued to struggle against reactionary state pouwer
much so that . . the same power has to-day claimed ths 1lifc
one of them, Walter Rodney.

Nnyway, the initiators of the Club soon realised tt

organisational limitations of the club, It could organise

—MUseveni, 'My theee yecars in Tanzania', CHECHE, No. 2 p
(July, 19705. "
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dobates, yos; it could organise diecusslens, yep, Bub s
militant &tudllﬂte did (\Qt'ua”t '(o Otr)f.' there. They aantcet .o
translate these discussions intp actinn, Hence in Mgeopmisr
1967 they formod the fipst fully-fledqgod atudent or_onie
called the University Students Africsn Revolutfonary "ror.

or USARF, as it cams to bu,.popularly known, The biri:

USARF atéractod virtually no attention wnlike ibts death +-
yoars later when it hit nowepapsr hoadlinee, wee ocommor i
upon in editoriels and evén ralscd syo-braws ameny libapnl .o
fovembnts.

This vae probably a raflaection of what USARF hod oo :
to accomplish in its short lifu of threo years, The sornbere i
of USARF was open ofnly to students while the menbers of stoff
could become associate members: Rodney was one of suych wTsar. oLl
members.  Howsver, ae far as thoe 4

A : QN 2R~ ot TIm 28, Ny '
author can remember, formal peid membership %uant very 'l
in USARF, What mattered was a person's zctivity and rili

and therefore its membershlp was camposed of such activis
paid ar unpaid.

Aé this point, I would like to mention that althou s pupir
its whole throe years of existence Rodney was very clascly cui-
nected with USARF, at nd point he attempted to or dominntc-J
the Organisation, The leadership and initiative throunbcut
remained in the hande of students, Yes, Rodney was amon. t:--
most active, But he was like others, a comrade among Comrci o,
Self-clevation and arrongance were Farsign to him. HC wes rove s
a father-figure and there was no student-lecturer relatinnshi-

In fact, those of you who have read the Preface to his Houw L. Y
Underdeveloped Africa would have perhaps noticed that tTo - X
people whom he thanks by name for constructive criticiom -

at the time, students and not somec accomplished academicic
or scholars, '

?

ahC

But to continue with U3ARF, The aims of USARF, as spoll o
out in their last statement, (about which we will 2ay more 19 =
were:

(a) To work unceasingly for the promotion of a revoluti -
nary spirit within the University, Tanzania, pfricq
and the world in general,

(b) To contribute to the success of the various liberoticon
movements and to work hand in hend with ether pro_ ric-
aive forces here and elsewhsre,

(e) To drive home ths urgent need for African salidarity
as the only means of getting real independence for
Africa and of safeguarding that independence.

(d) To keep a constant vigil againat imperislist iduolojy
and propaganda by every possible means.,

(é) TO stand Firmly within tho rarnke of thy vorkers :?d
peasants of Tanzania, Africa and the world in thelr
fight against impérialism and for eocialism,’

Some of these aims were probably ambitious. Nevertholess, U .0

tried to pursue them single-mindedly within the limite of 2
University-based student organisation.
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The fFiret important proctical activity of USARF, uhic
for tho Firet time mede its prusence” faolt by the ma jorit,
Students, was the sabotage of the 'Rag Day'. Sometir
ovembar 1968 was organised a 'flag Day' by the World Univopc
corvics (Tanzanin) Committoo, On this day it was proj
studente would dress themaclves in rags and go out into t
stracts of Dar es Salaam to bag for the poor, As thodr on
nont put it: "Dress in  RAGS of every colour and descript..
tehcarse your ealls and songs! Plenty of noisec is requircd
Name tags end tin cans will Ge provided to collectors,”!

Some of tho members of USARF could not stomach this out
right mockery of tho masscs, They called a meeting on the
of the so-called Rag Day. t this meeting of USARF the whola
quostion of tho rele of charity and philanthropy in a bourtug
socicty was analysed, Comrades, among whom was Rodney, discy
the issuec at great length and arrived at the conclusicn (to u
the phraseology of the USARF statement) that "philanthropicn
a cuphumism for thoso who plunder by the ton and give Sy
the ounce", There end then it was reswolved that the “"Rag Ua
poppycock” must be sabotagod,

[

llext day varly morning tractors and lorries that wure t
caery the students to toen on their begging spree arrived and
wore parked in the square near the post-office. There were
about two hundred students who were geing to participate,
thoy came out of the. cafeteria after their heavy breakfest,
thay found that the tyres of 'their' lorries had been purnctur
and that some twenty or so radical students had erected berri,
des ncross the exit from the square, There they stood shouti,
for help from the University guards. Very soon the guards =r
ved, The radical students immediately took upon themselves t
explain to the guards the purpose of their action., They cxpl:
ned that the whole business of Rag Day amounted to nothing la:
than 2 mockery of the poor, That was enough for the guards;
they wouldn't raise a finger against the radical students,
Finally the Police arrivoed who tooc were explained (for over or
hour the Chairman USARF made a speech in the presence of the
Police), The result was that the permission given to go to t:

was cancelled by the police., That'marked the end of the lzg
Day on this Campus and for the first time USARF hit the Edito:
of the then STANDARD newspaper (owned by LONRHO) which of cou:
commented adversely on USARF.

Dasides this, USARF participated in many practical activi
ties like cashewnut picking; demonstrations; visits and work
in Ujamaa villages; exposure . of reactionary lecturers, cte.
probably a word needs to be said on how USARF members refuscd

to be intimidated by academicism, USARF members did not sope-

rate what they were taught in the classroom from their ideglot
cal activities outside the classroom. For example, therc was
the famous 'Singleton incidence'., Professor Singleton, =zn
"merican Yisiting !rofessor, made some offending and, it
was belicvdd, reactionary remarks on Fanon in a class locture.
He was challenged in the classroom. But the whole issuec did
not end therc, USARF organised a public symposium on FANDI 27
invitod Singleton to come and present his views on the issuc:
Other spcakors were also invited to speak on the subject, In
tho event, Singloton refused to turn up on the ground that wh
ho had said was confined to the class, The symposium neverth®



e Mot s e e B o | o i

went on, It was & serious and highly political meeting at tho
end of which Profeéssor Singleten was thoroughly discredited,
some studente even suggested that contribution should be col=
lected to send back home the tsingle-track Singleton' whils
cthers said that would be a wast of monsy, Instead, ths con=
tribution should be used to buy bullsts for the liberation
movements!! The latter carried the day,

However, the most Iimportant activity of USARF was really
on the idedlogical front, Its ideological work was dore basic-
ally at two levels: at the lsvel of disseminating snti-imneria-
list propaganda genscrally to the mass of student body afhd st
the lovel of arming its mombers idsologically in a more conce-
ntrated form,s Let us briefly discuss each one of thess in turn,

Public lectures, distribution of pamphlets and lsaflsts and
issuing of statements on important events were ths main meens by
which USARF attempted to dissaminate anti-impsrialist proparands,
Many well-known radicals spoks on USARF platform, among them wore
such personalities as Stgkely Charmichael, Cheddi Jagan, Cora
Ebrehim, C.L.R, James, A,M, Babu and others, Small membership
of USARF notwithstanding, such public msetings were always
extremoly well-attended, The Arts Lecture Theatre B would spill
over and there would be people standing outside, These days, I
understand, such events ere rare and if they do take place the
attendance is miserable!

Besides, USARF statements on various important events of
African and-international significance as well as on matters tg
do with the struggles at the Campus, There was a statement on
the Kenya . Crisis when Kenya People!s Union (K.P.U,) was ban-
ned; a statement on Russian invasion of Czechoslavakia sntitlcd
"Condemnation of Russian Imperialism;' statement on Mazruij; sta-
tement on Moral fearmament 'Cultural Group's visit to the carsus
statement on Karadha Company's (a parastatal) decision to give

loans for private cars and so on and so forth, WNo important

event escaped USARF's attention, Each of these stetements cave
analysis of the event, situating it in the contexts of world
imperialism, before calling on for action or making any coricrote
demands, Although not always clear ideologically and somstimes
carried away by enthusiasm, these statements display a fine forn
of student militant journzlism. (One wishes some day som pub-
lisher would publish them,)

As for arming its members ideologically, USARF; pursuced
mainly two channels: the ideclogical ( classes and the launching ‘
of a theoretical journal, The ideological classes were organiscd ;
by the students themselves in which the students played a leadirc |
roles they were the organisors, the introducers and the discus-~
sants although a few teachers also participated, the maost pro- :
minent being Walter Rodney, The classes were held on Sunday mor-
nings more or less at the same time as church services - a pure
coincidentd! These classes were not typical ones where teachors
talked and the students took doun notes to'reproduca them in the
Exam, No, they were hotbeds of -vigorous discussions, and ideolao-
gical struggles, If anything, the organisers took special carc
to ensure that the typical clasar?om atmisphare wiz ngt iepiodu—

CEP, t was in these ideologica
gfgségat?ﬁa%dfﬂé°?ﬁgﬁlrgéiggl students learned their Political

Economy and Marxisem.



ICheche'!, the ioint theoretical journal of the TAHU Youts
League zTYLi and USAKF, was born in November, 1969. As you kng,
icheche! in Kiswahilli means 'The spark!' which was the name aof
nkrumah's journal borrowed from Lenin'8 Iskra, The uary'Flrat
issue of Cheche carried an article by Rodney called 'African
Labour under capitalism and imperialism!, All the rest of the
articles were by students. Mo doubt, going through the pagss
of Cheche to-day makes one immediately conscious of the ideslgg
cal Iimitations of the time., In many respect the ideology of
the writers did not go beyond petty-bourgeocis radicalism, and
certain influences like Fanonist theory on violence were fairl,
dominant. Nevertheless, what comes out clearly from the pages
of that magazine is the single-minded commitment, militancy and
assignate defence of the rights of the masses. Ih its short
Elfa Cheche became a rcputaglc student magazine in which the
members of staff vie d to get published, In contrast, Maji Ma
lacks a consistent ideological position, and student particiga.
tion is often confined to the manual work “ of reproduction,

while most of the articles are written by lecturers. This is,
however, merely a reflection of the general apathy and opportu-
nism, and the disarray that the student body, nay the whole
University community, labours under.

To give ypou some idea and the flavour of what the then
organisers of the magazine thought of their role andi especiali,
to give you the flavour of the "fighting talk" of the time, we ]
we will quote at some length from the Message of the TYL & UEA;
Chairmen to the first issue of Cheche:

"Unlike most ma ines, CHECHE is a ngn-profijt
seeking and an fdsaloglcal venture. 1t aims to

be one of these nuclei from which will radiate

and emerge a scientific revolutionary ideology
relevant to the concrete conditions of Africa,

an idepology that will not only embody the gene-
ral truths of international socialisk thought but
will also evolve and create its own concepts ari-
sing from the specific material conditions. Let no
Bne misunderstand lest they consider this to be

an advocation of the deceptive, superficial, idea-
list and historically retrogressive theories -

the sog-called "African Socialisms" that have
sprouted up everywhere in Africa. No! Socialism
is ane; scientific and international.

CHECHE is a fighting paper. It will combat
reactionary elements, influcnces, ideas till they
are crushed in their totality. Its basic aim is
te further thec gause of peoples' revelutions in
Africa and the world through the spread of revolu-
tionary conscigusness, CHECHE is an uncompromising
gnemy of explolfation and oppression. It must con-
tribute to prodyction ' of revolutionaries, imbued
with spirit of historical mission, and clear under-
standing of soojal process, and armed with rational
ideology. ¢ . .

CHECHE hop®s to stimulate, and be a medium faor
vigorous discugsion, debate and articulation of pro-—
gressive thoughg. Above all it will give food for
thought to all pho foel that thers is a need in Afrpic

and the World nut for rofor L en ta
structural %ranofurﬁutinnn Qf éﬁg 5351252332331c¥baso



CHECHE shal) educate, It must sducets and mo ! '-
so, mobilize and cduycate thet “in order to Quti I
the qgun {t is nacessary to take up tia gun,' I8
words CHECHE must be able "to arnuse paopls tn fig
for their oun smancipation,

"'“ 'j'j‘/: "“4‘ ,“r' 'H:’rl'.’, -.lj.(,l 1/) " ‘i" _." F
Nou wondeor CHECHE did not last inng, AFtor pub
ymu three ordinary issuus and one special fssuu, CHLCHE
3d by Unlversity authorities nn the ground that fte nar
we improssion thot "Tanzanio wee buflding “Russian socl

nd not "true Tanzanian soclalism' and that TaNY and TYI 15
Jways beon idcologically ﬁr]f-ru]iJnt, thus such borrowirny f
Porcign idoologices” could not be toleratad, (sus USARF!
tatemont entitlod: "Our Lost Stand" ), Toguther with CHECH
SARF itself wos also asked to wind up because it was said b
was rodundant gince TYL was supposud to bayo tho moncpoly of
olitical activitios on the Hill, In thoir last public stz
phich io o masturpioce of student journalism and a very cucon
roucd militant picece, USARF gave a short sketen of its activi
ind ended by saying: ",,,y0 do not doubt Lho wisdom wrompli-
wr ban. Out one thing muet bo remsmbored, Organisations cor
VO tnnn:d, individuals can Lo liquidntnd’ but ideas 1livt )
REVOLUTIONARY IDEAS NEVER DIE, THAT IS QUR FINAL STANDI

SOROEPDESTSNIE

S5amething needs to be said about two important struggles
sach onu of which marked an important stage in tho idesclogical
development of student radicalism on thé Campus, These ucre Lo
Faculty of Law crisis of February/March, 1969 and the fkivag
crisis of July, 1971,

The Faculty of Law hitherto had been a stronghold nf millfoor

conservatism, By the time of the crisis it has heen heavily
Americanised in terms of its staff and there were moves Lo o b
american Foundation fipances for a legal research centre, 7
immediote causc of the crisis was the introduction of na ncu
syllabus displayed marked features of fAmerican liberalisn as
oppostd to the typical British legal conservatism, flovertholooo,
for thu large majority of students it was new, strange and thoy
thought, difficult, This wosre then their main peason for oppo-

sing tho new syllabuys which, incidentally, contained such sul j ot

as military law, etc, For tho foew radical students in tho Focult
this was an occasion for raising more fundamental questions of
the day., There were slso somethings in thou syllabus itsolf,
like military law, which offonded their intonsc nationalism,
geing more articulate and daring the radicsl studonts immodizt 1y
and popularly got elected to the leadorahip of the struggle.

They formed a Vigilance Cammittes and began to raise issuve likc
Who owns the University? How aru the members of Staff recrui-
ted?” How are decisions made? stec, Ns it was gtated in out
sacond Memorandum of the Vigilance Committee:

"As it was stoted in our first memorandum, the

real issue at stake is a fundamental one concerning
tho ownership of this University Colloge: whether
the College will ultimately beleng to the poople

of Tanzania and Last nfrica or to imperialiem,”

/
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The Vigilance Committee put forward concrete demands :

that the Staff should be East Africanisod;

that Lecturers should be rectuited from
spcialist countries;

that students should be ~ allowed to participet
fully in decision-making;

and that the Deanship should be Tanzanianised.

It can be seen that these demands 8o not go much beyond intunc.
naticnalism and emanated essentially from radicalism. HNeverthos
loss, they were pursued with ideological consistence and dis-
slayed a high level of organisational ability on the part of

tho student radicals, This does not mean that there were no
small (and sometimes not so small) problems among the radicels
themselves, Certain anarchist tendencies had in fact began o
surface although they never became dominant, Anyway, the resulf
of this struggle was that the new syllabus was never implcmented
and most of the student demands were met,

However, within a very short period the students rezlised
that the Tanzanianisation of the Deanship did not necessarily
mean' that the Deanship would be progressive nor did the East
Africanisation of Staff mean that the Faculty of Law would bzcome
the leading light of radicalism. In fact the student body as =
wvhole began to realise that the fact that the University had now
become a national University did not mean that it ¥s a People's
University. This realisation and the contradictions that it cau=
rise to came to a head and became the focus of the next crisis,
the Akivaga crisis,

Akivaga was the President of the student organisation, DUZ
(Dar es Salaam University Students Organisation). Sometima in
July, 1971 he wrote an open letter to the Vice-Chancellog charc—
ing bureaucratic maladministration and lack of consdltation of
students on important decisions. If the Faculty of Lauw crisis
was cast in the footsteps of the Arusha Declaration with its
emphasis on 'nationalism; and nationalisation, the Akivaca crisis
was very much in the footsteps of Muwongozo. 1t was beginning &=
raise the issues of Democracy and anti bureaucratism and empha-
sising the participation of the people in decision-making.
Rut in the process it touched on some very fundamental politiczl
issues of state-power: In whose interest were e these nationi.-

lised snterprises and institutions being run? Was it in ths
interest of the peaople?

The open letter of Akivaga was considered insulting and
abusive and therefore he was rusticated from the University,
The armed FFU (Field Force Unit) appeared on the Campus to
take away the poor, unarmed Akivagal The students followed by
boycotting classes, etc. The members of Staff too helcd numerous
meetings and came out in full support of the students, the main
demand being that Akivaga should be raturned.

Waiter Rodney was once again one of the prominent partici-—
pants in etaff and joint student/staff meetings during the crisis
which lasted for fairly long. One thing that the teachers them—
Eelves came to realise was their ouwn organisational inadequacy.
They found that they did not have a forum of their own, that
they could not even call their own meetings without goino throucg
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the university bureaucracy., 1In fact, it (suddenly?) dauned on
the teachers that they themselves hardly had much of democratic
rights. It was then that, for the first time, the demand for

an Academic Assembly or an Academic Staff Nssociation was roi- -
a demand which even after ten years remaine unfulfilled so muc
that today we have to meet under the auspices of the history ;
Department to commemorate the death of our fallencolleaguo rocthur thi
under the umbrella of our own organisation.

To continue with the Akivaga crisis, Non-cooperation on
the part of the students continued for a long time but there uss
no clear ideological line, Though the students showed remeorkeo-
ble unity, they failed to Fylly mobilise the staff and workurg
who laboured under the same delibitating bureaucracy. They pdid
scant attention to tho grievances of their natural allies on the
campus, In a strongly worded criticiam, entitled "Tamko la
wafanyakazi wa Chuo Kikuu kuhusu harakati za kitabaka Mlimani‘, ‘

the workers on the eampus said: , !

'
i

"Kuhusu jambo hili, sisi wafanyakazi wapenda mzend:-

leo wa Mlimani, ndugu na marafiki zenu wa kweli katik: i
mapambano, tunaona kwamba ni wajibu wetu wa kimapinduzi
kukukumbusheni makosa yenu ya awali, makosa ambayo 2
funzo lake hamjaweza Kulizingatia, Kunako mgogoro uwa

Chuo Kikuu wé& 1971, ambao matokeo yake yalikuwa ni
kufukuzwa kwa kiongozi wa wanafunzi na kupigue
marufuku kwa chama cha kimapinduzi kuliko vyote vili-
vyowahi kuwapo Mlimani, USARF, miongoni mwa mambo mu-
himu ambayo wanafunzi wenye siasa kali waliyafanyc (
ni kupiga kelele katika jina la wakulima na wafanya- |
kazi. Lakini hakuna mfanyakazi hata mmoja aliyeitika

wito wao, juu ya Kuwa baadhi yetu tulikuwa tukapigana
dhidi ya adui yule yule. Matokeo yaka kimsingi ni

kwamba chuim hiki cha elimu ya juu katika Tanzania
inayojenga Ujamaa kimeendelea kuwa chombo cha ukoloni
mamboleo. Je, wanafunzi hao wenye siasa kali wanawcza
kudai kwamba kushindwa' huku kulisababishwa na kukat-n

kwa wafanyakazi na wakulima kushirikiana nao? Hata

kidogo. Haingaliwezekana kwa wafanyakazi na wakulina
(ambao pengine mwamko wao haukuwa mkubwa kama uwa
wanafunzi hao) kushirikiana na wanafunzi wanaojibagus

na kujiona kuwa wao ni tabaka tofauti, lenye maslahi
tofauti, na ambao hawakuona haja ya kuratibu harakat:

zao na zile za marafiki zao - wvafapyakazi na wamkulina.”
(MAJIMAJI, No. 13, Jan, 1974)%

Thus ideologically the students failed to cross the boundary of

their class, the petty bourgecisie, The issue was reduced to

a single one of bringing back Akivaga, Therefore when he uwas

brought back after a face-saving apology had been extraded, stu- |
dent opposition was ri quickly diffused. Within months, fikivace

was overthrown as president of DUSO in a "coup" led by right-

wing students on a highly reactionary, national chauvieistic
slogans. (Akivaga was a Kenyan), And the Vice-Chancecllor pro-
ceeded to bless this clearly unconstitutional att.

e -

~ English translation taken from the English version of. the statc-
ment published in MajiMaji.No. 14, February, 1974
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nIn this respect, we the plorruns%uu wnorkers of t -
) . {11, your trus comrades and allics in the struc !

' sue it @s our rovnlutionzry responsibility to roning
yau of your past misiakes - the mistakes from whic
you da not seem to have learnké any lossons, y $ha
University crisis of 1971 which resulted in the ruci;
catfion of Lhe students! leader {which was pygcuq,n v
the banning of the moot revolutionary organisction |
have existed in tho history of the University - U,5,
R,F,) ane of tho most important things that tho radsl
cal studonts did was to shout in the namo of workore
and peasants, Hut not a2 singlo workser answorec thuj
call eyen though somo of us - the workers - wore
Fighting against the same cnumy, The principal runs
son of this has been that this institution of highe
loarning in Tanzania, a country which is trying_in
build Ujamaa, has continusd to be the vehicle of

noo-colonialism, Can these radical students raoszl
claim that this was due to the refusal to co-operote
on the part of the workers and peasants? No, nobl ot
ell, It could not have been possible for the workorg
and peasants (whose consciousness, mayhe, is nob as
high as that of the students) to co-operate whon tho
students discriminate against workers and think thnt
they are a scparatu class with different intcerosts;
especially when the students themselves did not oo
any noed to co-ordimate their struggle with that of

~

their allies - workers and pcasants.”

The Uniyersity roturped to normelisatjon and that iz wi-t
the Authorities wantod, Gradually and systematicelly radical

leadership in both the TYL and Maji Maji and the idenlaoicel
clascos was weeded out, thus kecping those institutions in
name while castrating them of much of their content, The p«
thot-be had learnt From their experience of banning CHECH
hanning did not helpl Anyway, around this time, the strucy
eqgun to shift where it rightly belonged - the the working clinoc
sho started one of the most militant poriod of warking class
struggles in Tanzania, the post-Mwongozo 'downing of tools?',
locking out of manageros, taking-over of industrics etc,

e
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A full-scale history of the student movement remains to Lo
done, In this piece we have attempted to give some skelchos onl
rather than a deep analysis, And it is in this context thaet vo
can talk ebout the role and contribution of Comrade fodnuy,
There is no doubt that his contribution was substantial and thu:
is no doubt that the struggles and the intellectual ferment of
the Dar Campus in turn contributed to Walter's formation, Lvoun.
tually, like a true revolutionary, he fult he must move aut of
the acadomia and immerse himself in the struggles of the People
thie he could do only among those he knew well, So he returncd
to his country of birth, Guyana, where ho made the greatust sac
rifice that an individual cen make, life ftself, 1In payinc
tribute to Rodney we can do no better than use the words and
nhrases of the organisation with which he sae closely connectod
while in Dar es Salaam, On 16th October, 1969 USARF organised

! th cvuin
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Rodney Por Che Guevera, I quote:
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the so-called intellectusnls, /re ws praepsarcd
unite with the maeses and leed the revolutin-
ary we going to betray them? Can we mustor u,

courage to make eacrifices ar ehall we Guccunm!

“dlatur Nodnay has ,,,, put @ challenge, uefor

the petty recwards offferad by the hourciols s-ci.t

That is up te you to decidu,

But then, don't have any illuslons that yo
decisions can influsnce the course of histar:
any slgnificant manner, HNol it canpnot in tro
analysis it ie the masses that mnove history,

Socialiam is destined to be victorious tvery-

where, whether you like it or not, Ffor Weller

Aodney is not dead, He still lives an in tho Llen!
stroam of all true royolutionaries, The imp<ria1§~‘5
(and their lackoys) are totally misteken in toinils

that Walter is no mars, 0One day- and that doy

not far off - when they are on their deathbud, thoy
too will realize that the rovalution of waltor . .o

can * neyer die,.®
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TE TATS DR, WALTER RODNEY:All DIERAIONALISE
REVOLUILICUIST

By Joe Kanywanyi.

Statement made at the Memorial
Symposium in honour of the late
Dr, Walter Rodney held at the
Undversity of Dar es Salaam on
22nd July, 1980

The speakers who preceded me have exprassed views
rezarding the progressive or revolutionary qualities
of the late Comrade Dr, Walter Rodney and lde revoluticnary
notivitles and contributions to the on-going strugele of the
oppressed and exploited masses in the world ot large, and in
Tanzenia and in Guyana in particuler, Ours is o token
addition to this accqunt.

We intend to deal with the late Vialter's involvement in
the wider context of the struggle while he wos here as a
Leoturer in the History Department, For, not only was he
olosely associated with and intimately involved in the
progressive politico-cultural activities of the students end
staff at this Hill, btut also he was closely associated with
and intimately concerned about the wider anti-imperialist
struggles in the world in general and in Afrieca, the
Americas, and Asia in particular,

Before we touch on this aspect of his political life
while he was here, let us briefly describe one of the most
important qualities of a genuine revolutionist, This will
enable us to appreciate and properly charcoterise the late
Walter!s progressive aoctivities in this aspeot of the
Bmeu

Among the meost important qualities of a2 genuwine
revolutionist or even & genuine progressive democrat is his/
her activist pro-people intermationalism, Ior an intellectual
element, which the latewWaIgerwas, this is olearly reflected
in both his theoretical worik (i.,e., his written and spoken
word) end in his daily politicel practice and general life,

In one respect he/she writes and speals in terms that
expose and oondemn reaction in general and in its particular
or speoifio multifarious manifestations in a given situation
and in given progressive struggles of the people, In the
eontemporary era, he/she writes and spealss in terms that
expose and condemn imperialism under its various gulses in
the eoonomic, political and cultural spheres oi society -
including its racist, colonial and neo-colonial forms of
oppression, degradation, and exploitation, of the masses in
general and the toiling masses in particular Sy A
LS - I > E | A ' " I T W B
{.. «. .. He/she does this in order to roise the political
consoiousness and activities of the struggling masses to
higher and higher levels, INoreover, besides engaging in
such progressive theoretical work, he/she very cotively joins
and participates in condemmatory mass and progressive group
activitles, such as demonstrations, rellies, symposia and
conferences, etc., that are direoted at imperialism and its
looal comprador and other reactionary or pro-imperialist forces

b kAN ] i
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But that 18 only one aspest of the muiter, In the
other respeot, a gemuine revolutisnary or prpgressive
demoorat untlelngly writes, speaks emd actively works
W&W the progressive
trends and otruggiing masses of working and oppressed
peoples wherever they may be in the world et large or in
his perticular ctuntry, In eddition, snd this is very
importent, he actively end enthusisstically orgenises
and_participeics in mess or pro-pecple group comonsirations
and other aotivities in support of the struggling and

masses wherever they mey happen W be in the

world,

Trus, such & person not only condemns reaction and
enti~people eotivities of reactionery foroes, tut alss
astively supports genuine revolution and progressive
trends,

Thus, also, the outlook and political activities
of & revolutionary or genuine progressive damoorat are
never nexrow and restricted only to his small lccality,
comamity, nationality, nation, country or region, hie
little circle of friends and relatives, eio, For, such
are the eonfines and narrow-mindedness of the political
outlook end aotivities of a reactionary who thinks
racially, or tribally, regionally, purely nationalistically
and in terme of the minority of propertied end privileged
classes or strata of society to which he cither belongs
or aspires % belong. But a genuine revolutionist or
progreseive democrat opposes artificiel socizl divisions
and barriers propegated by reaction among the struggling
workdng people whnose enemy is essentially the same =~
capitalist imperialism in the eontemporary erd, feudaliem
in earlier centuries, ete, ~ and whose prinoipled unity
in struggling against such 2 global enemy is absolutely
necessary, Fror he is en activist internationalist who
identifies hinmgself fully with the genuine thoughts and
wnited actions of resistance end revolution of the
international mass movement against those of
intermational counter-revolution,

To disecourage end deter genuine progrossive end
revolutionary elements especially emong the youth end
intellectuals whose participation in the organisation
of the struggling people is absolutely essentisl in order
for the revolutionary mpvement to develop faster and
achieve politico-cconomic success, reactionary forces
over the ages have used end continue to use various methods
of intimidation, frustration and sabbotage. These include
public detimoiations end slander or libel, fabricated
legal court aotions, mental and physical torture,
imprisorment, refusal of job or employment opportunities,
assassinations, and the like, They describe activist ,
progreasives and revolutionaries as politically "ambitious"
(in a negative sense of "self-aggrandizement”), They
refer to them as "mad elements", "black sheep' for whom
they open and maintain "black books"; "trouble-makers",
eto, They oall them subversive agitators and propagandists,
forgetting or hiding the fact that they, too, every minute
end every hour of every day and night, through their
monopoly over educatinnoloultiural institutions, the press,
redio end television, etc., carry on rcactionary egitaticn

R



and _propagends arninat thy iz vitable revolution, Their

air io always fn dull_ ihe oo ~~irysngss of the poople
and_thus_po preve r‘rt t the ' 1Tom ooioing revolutionary actions
or from lolhnl' oo ';w**c that would ultimately lead to

thelr true c--icipo..

aeipatlon, frow oloss oppression and
oxploit:‘\ticm “Mhcir cim 48 to 'nlint_.i_n the stability
of the existing decadcnt, opprescive end eXploitive
soolo—coonomic o:::}:zr.

However, cnly (ho woal-hearted and unoommitted
progressives ol -iiicocsices succumb lo and are
diseouraged or d-tcrred vy such deeds, On ihe contrary,
genuine and corm o ied revolutionaries, patriots and the
struggling masses oo sieeled end seasoned by them, - Indeed,

historical exropler L ovir Lie world, inoluding Africa,
elearly testify.:o this fact

This rathe:r deta M a cc“““_ption of one of the
qualities of a :oveluilcnioct ox progressive element
£its the late Tolter ¢ ,'_" Lo w211, It would, thus, be

unduly repetitin: il e werwe to describe in great
deteil what en L. tivisdi p _»;-~rcople internationalist he
was while he still l:» ci, Those who kmew him well will
agree that *_- we ho uhoerved above apply to him

fittingly as en z.cinlm rovolutionaist and
progressive intellectaw?

We shall therefore In this part of our address
illustrate in gineral teorns this significant fact about
his life,

Starting witia his writings, we have heard from
earlier spealexy how progressivz cnd internationalist
they generelly cra, Dven thoush we may find theoretical
problems in sce of {lkznm,“which he could probably have
rectified throush moro and deeper izvolvement in the
practical strugsle of “he ncople, yet, on the whole, most of the
are written in o o%indating, progressive, pro-people
and enti-reacti-r~~y otylz 22l with a revolutionary
content, Thcv f"Mj ) ‘r‘._r:;'_*r"ﬂ"n the Buro-American
feudal chattcl clo -7 ;2 15th - 19th centuries as -
well as imperinl. - oppressior end exploitation
particwlarly in .:> Jlacricas ond Africa, and support
the acts of ras’ sy :oc ol e Ltrueggling masses, !

We have D_L_p Te2rd how aztirzr? he was in loeal
rallies, confcr:n.cf; TVTDOSL 1., scminars and

ideological clesses b dds ursity, in colleges and
in Secondaxy .;c ne’ 3 Iin Tanas "7 whenever he was
invited to spacit W3 noad r ss the important
progressive worlx 1o (J2 r?r_ Jtory and Development
Studies class2:s 2§ ta Uris In all these
theoretical aonlivi‘iiys; h: ..‘L..‘ow to make his modest
econtribution o thz _;u%“ 3 ¢ _politioal oconseciousness
of those who listcuc i To cin ;nd ‘cr read his writings
about the revolutior:wy activiti.e anl potentialities of
the working pzople o3 well as Ucs3 of their imperialist
and local opprecsors . n the iopexriilist centros and in
the colonies znd n%o - olonies, H. als> did this at
international forims, at Universiy.es wnd Colleges in
Africa, Europe and tu Ameilcas vuamevor ho was invited
to make a cont ributicr,

* It should t: pcin i d ocut that in his writings 1ike
"Groundirge vith ry Brotherg" and "Ujomaa is Scientific
Socialism", “hz 171 e of analy: i3 we regard to be basicall]
faulty. Even o2 "l e isoue ol the interrlationship of raci
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In addition to this lmportant theoretioul
aotivity, he wotively partioipated in locall
etudente! and workers! netivities SUODOTY L.
liberatvion movements in their herovio and revolutionary
armed and peacelul resistence and oppoeitden o UB - led
imperialist eggression in Southermn end West Afrien, in
Indochina, the Mid'le-Fast and the Americas, GScme of
us may still remember how intimately end enthwrisstically
involved he slwaya was in such ectivities orgeedsed by
the then militant Jeadership of the TANU Youth Longue
(TYL), the Workere Trade Unlon, ete, He wns ulways
among those in the forefront in chanting anti-racict
and anti-imperinlist elogens and songs, wielding
progressive placards and posters, ete, This wus
particulerly the case in those yeors when U,S,
inperinlism was committing grave atroeitiec in armed,
he roieclly resisting Viet Nem and later thwe rest of
Indochinz, and when the U,S, - and NATO - backed
Salazar, lan Smith and Verwood - Vorster rocotionary
forces were terrorising ond massaering the armed,
he roically resisting masses in Southern Afrion, Angola,
Guwir.aa —~ Blsseu and Cape Verde Islands, !e also
identified himsclf fully with students! and vorldng
people's anti-nco-colonial protestations, demonstrations,
etc.y Whenever an occasion arose and he was able to
participate, We may take note of his partiocipation in
the protestations ageinst reactionary regimes in Africa
and Latin America, and in particuler that of Idi Amin
Dadda and his like.

rganised

More than thot, the well-remembered ocnd aherished
late Walter was not to be left behind when ile
progressive students under TYL and when the militant
TAI'U Study Group in the city organised worldng visits
to local factories and ujemea villages, He was there,

tallkdng, worldng and sweating like everyone else, He d4id sc

without pomp, without asking for better or different
treatment thon the rest; arguing and urging our total
identification and sympathy with and encouragement to
the workers and the wajamaa peasants in question;
sharing everything we took along to eat and drink with
our villager hosts or simply tuming over whotover we
took with us to them and aescepting whatever they served
us, Of course, he was not alone in doing this; but he
was a shining example in both word and deed, In this
way, he was making his contribution to what he
understood cnd rcgarded to be the generclly progressive
policies of the Party and the Govermment.

From his associates, friends and the pcople among
and with whom he worked end theorised with warm and
enthusicstic intimacy and love, he won admiration and
sympathy. Needless to say, that was not the case with
those who saw in what he ana his associates werc wo'ag,
not progr .s, but subversion and perversion., Dut iliesc
were a backward minority. And none of the cotions they
took or threats they uttered against him shoolk the
militant Walter, nor discouraged or deterrad him, On
the contiary, he wns Stecled and made all the more
deterined by them, Henee, we can undersiond his desire
to return home and involve himself more cnd lore in the
dangerous yet necessary task of organising §

and class, his expositions were in our view not

» Ly

congistently ecientific. On these and other issues we had

b



aotively in the progressive end demoeratic sirugole of
the people of Guyana striving for a& better lifc now tnd
in the future.

From the life of a man like the late Dr, Walter
Rodney who, in his schooling dnys, won toademic medaly
and honours of the first order and yet never thereafter
strove for petty personal prestige, honour ond means of
exploitation and oppression by serving imperialisn end
local reaction; from a mon who, on the contrary,
fervently joined the general international and
particular loocal struggles egainst reaotion; from such
a man we cre bound to learn & lot both from his
failings and his progressive succedses, We muat pay
tribute to him in his death as a revolutionist by
conderming the imperielist and neo-colonial forces
that cowardly assossinated him and some of his ocomrades
in cold blood and ere harressing and intimidating the
poeople of Guyana, For, essentially the same dark
forces are to be found in the rest of the oppressed
world as well as the metropoles, We must cxpress
our sympathy and solidarity with those he was closely
worldng with until the trogic event as well as the
members of his family. We must honour him by
emulating his progressive deeds,

The Struggle continues]

Imperialism, colonialism, neco-
colonialism and reaction in
general will be defeated}

The struggling people everywhere,
inoluding Guyana, led by the
internationalist revolutionary
proletariat, will certainly win in
the end, and, thus, vindicate the
progressiveness of the cause for
whioh their fallen fighters fought
and diedl :

Long live the people and the
revolution! ;

vigorous discussions and expressed our differences of
opinion. Yet we had much more in common than we had
differences. This is what kept us in unity yet in
gtruggle as is usual among progressive activists.

J.L. Kanywanyi
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orkad well with their publishers and vice vi:rsa readily .o -
tand tha warmth, the happiness and ineviteble friendship Lias
an arise and grow betusen author and publisher.

eir

We learnad e great deal from Walter and at the same tirc
t is

4o Could bring our oun modest contribution to his work. 1
aot, I hope, imappropriate to remark here that unlike many
icademicians Dr, Walter Rodney did not have to load his p naz
9ith numerous footnotes or dilute his own sharp intellect by
yesking the corroboretion of obscure sourcea, HMe did not socrg
iny time trying to eound scholarly or gmug which is the sin-u! ¢
weakness of many academic writers, The important thing was that
there was an importent message to pass on to his "brothers® wnd
the best way to put it across wae the stralght way., The mess-
rag the most impeztant but the manner in which it was writter
could add to its strength or redyce its audience, It is not =
veakness of th2 book, for instance, that it can be a text Look
or secondary schools as well as the University and that at

ctach level it can inspire and lead to deeper and morc committod
research in its cubject.

Tha most recent reminiscences about Walter are from when

he passed through Dar es Salaam in May this year, We discusesd
among other things this very problem and lamented that studunts
and writers in Tanzania and elsewhere in African universitizs
were not casting the not wider in their reading for a more dicp
approciation  of the literatures of the world in all ficlds or
when they did fro nor developing their own independent critica!
appraisal of the literature rcad, The narrow and rather limitin,
approach to literaturc uhich some people advocate and which would
have students read only African authors he felt, as we do too,

could only lead to narrouness of perspective and eventually to
mediocrity.

It was not, incidentally, only in history or political
cconomy that Walter wanted to communicate with his brothors
and sisters. As one professor who knew him in his university
days said, he was "a wholly integrated personality," always
equally concernced to communicate his insights and convictions
to his less learned, less privileged brothers.®” In his last
visit to Dar es Salaam and in discussiops we had for new books,
he informed us that his projects included some children's baoks
which he was @specially researching for. Knowing the difficul-
ties of the present struggle in Africa and Carribean Walter
would often say thet the task of the present generation would
probably be accemplished by those who are children today and thot
it was necessary %“norofore to prepare them by producing good
children's books for them.

But there wes Walter the canversationalist in private

and the speaker on public platforms, 1In either situation it was
always exhilarating, woving and educative to listen to him. He
had oxtremely sharp wit which came out in that colourful, and
typically West Indian language and accent and which could Qraw
nxamples, metaphors and images from many African cultures in the
West and €ast. He explained haow for instance Forbes Burnham,
‘the "Crime Minister" of Guyana, had heen calling himself the
Kabaka of Guyana in his exercises of mystification of the Afro-
Carribean link snd how he, Rodney, had to deal with that at a
public meeting. By tho time he had explained who the Kabaka vas,
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2 14 gy and the rale of ths tawvalutiohaty
intellectusl in ths neo-colonial ountriss
£, Wamba-dia=Wamba
“"For the anly great men ameng the unfree and
oppresced, are those who struggls to destroy
the oppressor, ialtsr Rodney

o

The way Walter Rodnoy lived, and actasd in his very shor
tive - 1ife rapresents, for us the people of tho
“Third World, the compley and demanding character of the struggles
‘for socipl emancipation we are involvéd in, Time ssems always
short for the tasks which summen ys urgently to take sides in

g the class and mational batiles, intellectually, spiritually

S

U

' ' cohysiecally - mentally znd bodily - living sesms to ba eonstanily %= ]
3 © tling and resting scems £o be sinking, i.e, ‘dying slowly._ Fenon

ueed to think - and behavs - as if he had,for the compleic tra- 9
neformation of thz Third World we have no right to rest., Physi- \-
. cal health 'and mental health, for us pegple of the Thi.;";i,;ﬂorld
' require ‘that we battle permanently, While fighting to understand
~ these struggles, to #zrm oursselves better end better we. must do

this while at the samez tipe struggling to keep our heads above SN

water, Walter's Jife and the way he fell down in the battlse 4
, remind us vividly of the enormity of our objective, the complste #
. social emancipation and the need to permanently re-examine our |
| modes of acting both individually aBEEEIr7§§¢E%116ctively. The i
1ift znd death of this exemplary son of the appressed working A
people of Guyana provide us with @ number of lessons and gues- |
tions to reflect and dct ‘upon, It is an oeccasion; not only to ¥
pay tribute and.-mourn the loes of a "brilliant scholar and |
historian: - one whore dediéation to historieal consciousness and ,
to humanity was ,paramount”, bulf alsg to critically examingc b |
historically the now closed strategies of battling new ones
“open to the intellectual in the neo-colonial countries, It was
' Fanon, in 1961, who asked, *what should Africa have done to save
Lumumba?! This was a forzn of mourning which is also-a recogni-
" tion of gecial/collective responsibility for the loss, a colle- £ 3
..ctiye sclf-criticism and a cdall for a collective formulation of
| o path of “rectification for better modes of battling. Whenever
' one of us falls in ° the battle, the strongest. possible. conden-
nation of the-enemy must be accompanied by a recognition of our
socinl regponsibility and the need for our o> collective sclf-
criticism besides our expression of our strongest possible suli-
dapity. Our most evxerplary.revclutionary intellectuals from
F, Fanon to A, Cabral, from tumumba to Mulele, from Afana Oscnde
to Ernest Wandie, stc, have taught us this as a.major lessan,
1 cannot prackice fully the 1 application of«this lesson here;
in thie brief statement, 1 can only raise a few questions and
draw @ few lessecns frem the loss of Walter Radney, .,

ik

(o

While the poet George Lumming.compares1 Walter Rodnsy to
W.E,B, Dubois, C.L.R, James and Geocge Padmore - with wham he
does share their best and profound concerns for the complete
| soclal emancipation of the oppressed Black and mon-Black peoplc
 his short life and the stages of his devélopment put him morc
. in line with M, Ben Barka zﬂnrth_Afrioa),>AFana Osende and A.

| tabral (West Africa), Che Guevara (Latin, Americe), F.. Fanon -
&0 neme but the most knoun ones. With the exception of Fanon
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who died in the battlvp but through an indirect bullet (ccrecor |
thoy all diod on the battleficld and at an parly adult A

Oen Barka, @ giftod mathecmatitian and member of the 7 prop o

who constituted the core of those who organised the Tric”ﬂﬂ&:.
ntal Movement, died while actively trying to organize th: poli-
tical mobilization of the working people of Morocco. His forn r
student - King Hassan I1 - , threatened-by the momentum of gon
Harka's movement with the complice of the French imperialiam,
assassidated him, Afana QOscnde; - brilliant political econonist;
who helped draw a Cuban five year plan and active member of thu
Uhion of Cameroonian people (UPC) -, was mseassinated while in
the Maquis, by the neo-colonial French imperialist supported
regime of Ahidjos The  skeries of the agrondmist enginser Cabral
and the mddical dottor Che Guevera and how they died are well
known, It is probably fair to call this group (Famon - Don Oark:
CHe-Gucvera - Afana Osende - Cabral - Rodney) part of the sccond
goneration of rovolutionary intellectualss Needles. to sey that
_while there arc similarities among the members of this group
there are differences as well, individual as vell as epothal oneg

S Rodney reminds me of that group in the very.way he shifted
"his‘ErinciEal emphasis from theoretical struggles as a. babis fm
clarifying issues involved in the understanding and the: waging.
of the struggles against imperialist and its local apencies for
complete sociak-emancipation of the oppressed and exploited..
people to politically organized involvement in the workihg peopl
based struggles as the basis for a higher clarity and for a con-
crete involvement in the mass based process of transformation.
This does not mean theoretical battles add work are abandoncd:
Like Fanon who died shortly after completing his last book
Rodney died after having submitted the first volume of an import
ant historical work,~The History of the Guyanese Working Peoplc,
1681 - 1%05, to John Hopkins University Press, U.S.A. Afana
Osonde dled shortly before his book, L'Economie de l'ouegt. Affd-
cain, was published by Francois Maspero, Paris. The theoretical
work and battles became increasingly more specific in their
stand, viewpoint and method, This is what Rodney expresscd in

a lecture at Harvard University, Sept. 1979; "you must first
have your feet wet before gaining clarity.” Rodney has aluways
tried to be clear and his publications are exceptionally clear,
but his clarity became even sharper with his politically orcani;
involvement,

Incidentally, this is what it means to say that ideas haw
a social base, that consciousness is one's relationship to ong?
" surroundings" and that languages of reality' is "practical con-
_ scigusness" (Marx)., The form of expression of one's -ideas woul
" reflect ane's focal base: the more removed from the principal
struggle within the movement of struggles for social emancipati
the. more abstract one's vocabulary and ideas concerning revolu-
tionary change are, -

Rodney also reminds me of F, Fanon, Ben Barka, Cabral ctc
in the wery seriousness with which he took his theoretical arec:
of study: history. It was reported of Fanon's defense of his
Ph,D. thesis in psychiatry that it looked as if the entirc dist
pline was put on triel, Rodney made history - in the broad
sense of theory of dialectics i,e. of real struggles, of the
movement of transformation of processes of reality - a focal
theoretical base through which to critically analyze and clari

i



. 59 .

the socisl conditions of oppr6ssion, exploftation and domirn.
tion our people have been wtruggling to liye in, Rein: ‘ f
serioue (i.e, honest or scientific) also meant knowino onosolf
honestly and correctly, it is asking, 'how doss science Pl
Form me and my oppressad peuple? How, for yhom and by whom ig
scisnce practiced? "This le also putting on trial - g0 to spoak.
the salf-honesty of science itself, In Rodney's historical Lnr;
ons has the feeling that the ultimate criterion of validity of
nistorical knowledge is not just its conformity to the theoretical
and tochnical requirements of tho community of historians, Lhuir
ecinntific ideology - 80 to epeak - but more than that ité libu-
rating impact, A historian who dose not grasp the social condi-
tions of production and reproduction of his/her profession
rasting on the basis of a separation of intellectusl labour fron
manual lebour for example - fails oven tu know himself/hersclf
hanestly and correctly. He/she does not then practice the
epistemalogico-historical gquidelines of her/hie works It ie

the massos who make history and class struggle is the motive
force of history. And science "sans conscience n'est que ruine
de ltame," The historian must know with clarity her/his oun
history, her/his present as history. Rodney insists on this
"historical consciousness" and it is almost this consciousnessh
that he_calls 'being concrete,”

On a number of occasions when I heard Rodney speak, and
in our long conversations, the relationship betwsen science and
revolution was always a major preoccupation, Are the theoreti-
cal assumptions, methods and results of the existing social
sciences in conformity with the demands of liberation and social
emancipation of our oppressed/expleited people? 1In 1974, when
I just met Walter, at Brandeis University, he precisely,addres-
sod himself, in a lecture,/to that questionh and concluded: Tho
present socio-nconomic conditions of the Third World constitutc
the real material criticism and refutation of the basic teaching
of social sciences as they exist, The requirements of, and the
prgactical tasks of, transforming - thus clarifying - those
Socio-economic conditions constitute the promise for the rec-
tification of social sciences in their orientation as well as
ob jects.” 0One cannot but remember Guevera's speech in 1964, at
the Algiers conference (The quotation opening the first chapter
of Rodney's How Europe,,,., comes from that speech), In a sonse,
How Europe’ Underdeveloped Africa is an illustration of that
challenge to bourgeois social sciences on the question of
African social development, (Listening to Rodney's lecture,
one gots almost the same inspiring pleasure as listening to
" Fanon's lecture), How, for whom and why are you doing your
intellectual work? This question is implicit in Rodney's wark,

By 1974, it was clear to most of us that in most ° of our
neo-colonial countries,- if not all - the ruling oligarchies wore
confronting the intellectual arm of criticism with the unthinkinc
criticism of the arm., Rodney was determined to return to Cuyana
and be concretely involved in the process of social transforma-
tion in Guyana itself, "Sooner or later - better sooner -
some of us have to decide whother we will continue interpre-
ting - no matter how critically - the world in whieh our people
arqg increasingly oppressed and exploited or we will involve
ourdelves (mind and body) in the process of social transforma-
tion in which our oppreased people are increasingly engaged.
Thise, of course, remindod me of Fanon's "leave this Europe
where they never get tirod of talking of man..." There 1s no
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universal intellectual, an intellsctual "in general®, there
are only organic intellectuals of the oppressed or of the
oppreseors,

The arm of criticism outaide of a real national/social
base in which it can be tested and experimented and thus col.
lectively developed, becomes another form of interpretation gp
the present world, In fact, ‘what gives efficacy to the lies
we criticize are the material conditions of power (of exploita.
tion and domination); a really effective arm of criticism must
also include a thezory of a concrete organization of the process
of transformation (revolution) of those material conditione of
domination - otherwise, elements of the arm of criticism are
recuperated and incorporated in the ideological apparatus of
domination,

An intellectual committed to the struggle for social
emancipation, without a social experimental base, may sooner
or later find himself becoming not only a simple interpreter
of the world, not only removed from his oppressed people, but
also fundamentally dishonest as far as his commitment is conce;
ned) and perheps a traitor to his,people as well, Keeping in
contact with reality as Ben Barka® used to repeat - is not jusi
a theoretical question or physical question but a practical
question of finding out on which side one is on concretely: wi:
the oppressed or with the oppressors. O0Only certain concrete
social practices yhich allow reality to.manifest itself in its
true colours: critical practice of transformation of social re
lity in its globality. MNo practical questions of this kind ar
resolved outside of real national social struggles through whi
theoretical and subjectivist dogmatisms are practically exposc

Let me say that Rodney, like all the people he reminds me
of, was an internationalist by stand, viewpoint, method and i
practice, But sooner or later all of them realized that real
internationaligm must be rooted in a real national/social base
without which its efficacy becomes problematic. A genuine rev
lutionary activity must be internationalist; but, a genuine
internationalism is only practised from a specific social basc
and national base.

Betueen 1974 and 1979, I met Rodney five times or so,
almost every time he came to the U.S.,A. He had been living,
since he returned home from abroad, under extreme conditions
of hardships" Since 1974 he was denied the pesition of Prof¥:
sorghip of History at the University of Guyana and for' his
dedication to the working peoples of Guyana he was harassed a:
vilified," It is a form of social death to be denied any worxr

~in relation tp one's abilities, While pretending to mobilize
our people for modernization or the development of productive
forces, neo-colonialist oligarchies of our countries organize
the destruction of our best productive forces, the truly cons
revaolutionary intellectuals, the great men and women among th

~unfree,! While denying Walter Rodney the right to earn a 1liv
by practising his profession - imparting the necessary histor
consciousness to the children of the Guyanese oppressed worki
people -Burnham's government "granted asylym to a group of
American social misfits (Rev, Jones! Temple Peoples) led by



Ty \Ctlor\ary roligious fanetic," 7hig 44 really puttin, {,
~ !;Dst of command an examplo of the spiritual dilltuntiu)

working poople of Guyena, The denth of

Wnltar Rodagy
£33 on trial all those so-called loaders of ou

roosplolted Sy,

-73 ceonle in post-colonial countries whose real ma jor conbrgl,
ticn has peen the organized destruction of tho ek o lenents of
7= productive forces (people and knowledge) our”working
T¢2ple hgve produced,

Sack home, walter vas, perhaps for the first time, whryge
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_ "Our\ best /textbaok in matters. of revolutionary process
i itgelf.” \, \\H///ma L4 ,
\_

vating bayond them .es the end of a phose of the revolutionary
struggle in Guyena - and its implications elgewhere - and thse
heginning of a now phase., The clarity that this life made
sossible - including in the way that it was smatched - s an

impoptent cornerstonz for the reformulation of an approprizte
strategy of battling in the new phasse. With all the attempts
made at revolutionarising our neo-colenial countries, no rsvolu-
tion has completely succeeded in any of them, This needs 2 rael
StUdY'

Those are some of the reflexions, questions end lessons
I draw from the brief life and loss of comrade and beother Walter
Rodney whom 1 have the pride to have known and exchanged vioews
and concerns with, I learned a lof from him, I learned that
the intellectual in the Third World must take sides soontr or
later: is he going to be an interpreter of the Third World or is
he going to be invalved in transforming it .. If one is a rozl
intellectual - and not just a dilettante - one who stands for
truth ("truth is concrete', 'only truth is revolutionary!’ Lenin)
one who rightly rebels against reactionaries - whose theory
stands for the destruction of the working people -, he may not
eyen have any other choice, And once one has committed gnegelf
to struggle for complete social: emancipation among one's working
paoﬁlg, one has to go all the way, To paraphrase Fanon, wo are
nothing if we don't stand for truth, for the compléte revolutio-—
nary social transformation of gur countries, "For the only great
men among the unfree and oppressed, are those who struggle to
destroy the oppressor.” Walter Rodney wag, indeed, a great man -
we are right to mourn his loss!

1Rickey Singh, “Guyana's sensational murder," Cerribean
contact, Vol. 8, No., 3, 1980, |

2Dptions revolutionnaires au Moroc., F. Maspero, Paris

1966,
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Tho ViCU Chmc(‘llor )/nd July’ l".f_ﬂ’y
University of Dar es Salpzo. o

-

Ndugu Viee=GChanccllor,

We, the students ond menmbers of staff of the University
of Dar os Salaam, patherod togcther on 2Znd July, 1960, to
participate in the Memorial Sympogsium on “Walter Rodnoy's
contribution to the Revolution', have been deeply shocked by the
bprutal assassination of Dr. Hodney on 13th Juno, 1980, in
Georgetown, Guyana.

thon

Profescor Rodney joincd the/Univesity College, Der oo
salaam immodiately ofter comnleting his doctorate at the
gehool of Orientol and African Studies, Univeraity of Lendon,
He stayed on this Campue for cight yoars during which time
he nade an outstanding contrihution to both the academic ag
woll as social and political life of the Community,

The period immediately following the Arusha Declaration
wags a period of great intellectual forment, debates, discugsions
and innovations on the Campus., In this, !alter Rodney wos
amongst the most prominent participantiss His dedicntion to
committed scholarship and his unflinching devotion to the
cruse of the oppressed inespired many o student and member of
staff, and reverberated heyond the four walls of the University.

Dr. Rodney wos nmong the first few who argued azainst 2
narrow discinlinary approach fo socinl cuestions that we foce.
He was one of the pionoers whe insnired a rcorganizotion of
the form and content of the History courses by insisting on
committod and scicntific scholarship, UHalter Rodney totolly
immersed himself in tho student nnd staff activities, including
various nation=building progranncs. He spent his cight years
here participating, toling,ond contributing tirolessly to
numerous courscs, scminars, symposia and public meetings at tho
University as well os thosc organised by the Historical
Association, schools and colleges oround the country.

Dr. Rodney's scholarly contributions, vhile impressive
in their own rizht, nonctheleus never departed from his single-
minded comaititment to the cnuse of tho oppressedy, from his
concern to combino theory orc practice in the struggle for
human liberation. As 2 revolutionary intcliectual he consciouc-
ly attempted to writo not only aboui the oppresscd, but also for
the people, in 2 language thnt modo the fund of human knowledge
accessible to 1he pcople, roising their consciousncss, and
sorving them o a powerful tool for their own liberation,

Dr. Rolnoy's rublisations, whosc partial list is
attached, cov:r:d a brsad ficld of hunon history, from tho
oppression of ‘hs sloves in lesl Africa to colonial and nco-
colonial opp 'ession ard cxnlcitation in Tanzania, and ending,
where his 1i ¢ ended witl. a1 cxonminntion of the oppression
and oxploita:ion of c¢he vorking class in his home country,
His life's work is ierhops bect sunmarised in his famous book,
How Turope Underdc s.loned ifricn, vhich wag rescarched and v
written during hir :toy bt thio University. It is required
reading in a numbc 2 of courscs ot this University, and is 2
textbook in Iistor r and Political Tconomy in our Secondary
Schools, It has a - cady boen reprinted six times, and nold
over 50,000 copice n Africa alsuc. It has been translated
into Japanose, Por: gucse and Groroon, and its Kiswahili and
Prench translntion. arc in preporation, The book has been
hailed as a great cc tritulion to !mowledge and one of the
original works on im .oriclism,




The greatcst tritutc to Halter Rodnoy's intcl}octual
prowcss was recently paid by the world-fanous novelist from the
Garibbean, Gcorge Lamming, when he listcd Rodney exsong W.E,D.
DuBois, C.L.R. Jameg amd Georgo Paimore os the four intolleotuxzl
~ianto of our times,(Sec Carivbesn Contact, July, 1960)

Thore ie no doubt that Dr. Rodncy hosy in the words of
soction 6 of the Tho University of Dar as Dalaam Act, 1970,
*rendered distinguished sorvico in the advancement of...lcarning
In viow of this, we, the stud-its and membors of staff of the
University of Dar cs Salaam, siréngly fcel that we owe Dr.
Rodnoy an honour and an apprecinstion. e thorofore c211l upon
the University to confer upon Dr. Rodnecy on honourary degree
nosthumously.

We further call upon you, the Viee-Chancollor, to
cxncdidite the process co that the said degree be conferrcd upon
the late Walter Rodney during the coming graduation ceremony to
be held in August, 1930,

Signed:

1S A‘J".*U'\Uui\.h,a.k ~3~AJ LA
Chairman of the
Symposium for and am
bchalf of all thosc
in attcndence.




ey memders of the Univeraity ocommnity anl the general
public aspembled 4o participate in the Memorial Symposium o
“‘alter Rodney's centritution to the Revolution™, nt the
University of Dar es Selaam on 22nd Jyly, 1940, in honour of

sur fallem collegue and comrade,

OOy Lo
i :‘JIF;I

1. his immense contribution to the development of this Univw
University as a progreesive institution;

2 his immense contribution to the gause of liberation in the
1:ird world;

3, hie efforts at developing militant golidiarity betiween the
opproeesed peonles of Africa and the Caribbeanj

4, his unequivocal support for the anti-colonial struggles in
the former Portuguese colonies and white racist regimes in
Southern Africag

5. his profound intellectual contribution in furthering an
understanding of the nature of imperialist oppression
;Rgough his-wark How Burope Underdeveloped Africaj
and finally,

3. and finall

6. his intende committment to struggle against the tyrannical
Durnham regime;

Do_hercby express our condolence to the family of Dr, Rodney
and their friends for the terrible loss they have
suffered, and to assure them that we continue to
chorish the legncy and memory of our brother Yalter

And Resolve:

1. to condemn the neo-colonial Burnham regime for the systematic
destruction of all democratic rights in Guyana, for unleashing
a reign of terror culminating in the brutal and cowardly
assassination of Dr. Rodney in a desperate attempt to hold
back the tide of the revolution in Guyana;

the
2. to ecxpress our militant solidarity with?Working Pecople's
Alliance and the progressive forces in Guyana struggling
against imperialism and the barbaric reactionary Burnham
rexime in Guyanaj;

3, to express our dismay at tho incomprchensible silence of the
authorities of the University of Dar es Salaam following the
assassination of the most illustrious revolutionary intellec-
tunl to have taught at this University,

4., to call upon the University of Dar cs Salaam to confer
posthumously honourary doctorate upon the late Dr. Rodney
during this ycar's graduation cercmony.

5, to ereot a memorial to Dr. Rodney at the Rcv91utionary Square
of the University of Dar es Salaam and to this offect a fund
be established. J
Signed: RonviaAnd W A
Chairman
of the Symposium

For and on behalf of 211 thamoc

in attendance.



Committee. for the prosscution of the war of ilberation {n
the South, otec., he visited Africa and made the correct
rhetorioal noises at the right places, Byt this is the
samo man who worked hand in hand with Jim Jones who murdered
nearly a thousand people in the bushes of Guyana tuo years
ago. The outrage that this caused has not been noticed by

Burnham. Today he uses the ruffian strength of a Rabbi
Washington an Afro-American wanted in the US For various crimes
and who was refused residence in Algeria, to brutalize Guyanese
citizens and last yeér to murder a Roman Catholic priest,
Father Drake,

Walter Rodney and the WPA

The WPA posed a threat to Burnham because it stood for elean,
democratic government, It stressed that the salth of the.pation
should be utilize to eleviate the poverty, the bad health,

the poor housing, ete, foi' the Guyanese people, It is in

total opposition to Burnham's dictatorship and his exploitation
of racial differences; the leadership of the group is of

mixed racial composition: This is of.particular importance sincc
Burhham has been able to neutralize the official opposition

of Jagan. The PPP now offers "critical support" to the regine
and. Burnham has been ableto give colour to his Government

by bringing in a token number of Indiems, Chinese, etc., In
this struggle against dictatorship Walter Rodney uwas of
paramount importance, He symbelized Phe nature of the oppositiaon
to Burnham, An Afro-Guyanese, distinguished scholar of
international repute, he refused to ac@ept posts in the USA

and Canada and keep safely out of the politics of the region,
In 1975 when he left this University he was unable to take

up the post of Professor of History at the University of

Cuyana that the University had offered him. In 1979 Burnham
foisted on him a charge of arson and whan it was clear that
this would fail the ultimate solution became thé aorder of the
dayJ Walter was brutally assdsinated on black friday - friday

13th June,




"FOR WALTCR RODNEY™ by Joe
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SPIED T ESA ARCUED OVER WINGE
FOTUILING THE COUVERSATION PO A "MILE
Ol SOMERODY ERERMEEDRS TERSERT

4D UTRYRCUY J1GHT SECURE

THAT NOTHING ¥ill T aGE

parelra

TR OWDER OF THING2 (*WR4? CAF VE DOV)

OVIR 1B AUGUST TONE

i 40ING RASTA MAN
¢.LIS ON JAH'S JUDGEGNT
JUDGE'ENT, JUDGE o o o
DOYN IN THE HOT HEART
OF TE CITY

EROTHERS OF THE SI TIES
CLENCH THEIR PIST3

DMUIES 114 SPEAX FOR THE COMRADE TONIGHT

.ND TOMORROW MUST COXE.

JALTUR VHO GROUWDS WITH HIS BROTHERS
WHO SEE THROUGH HIS OWH EYES -

%HO TR'R OFF THE W.SK OP THL BRAST:
MEK WE SEE NOW:-

IS . JLP GOVIRMNMMENT

1S /. BURNA'M REGIME

15 4 BLACK BOURGEQISIE

1S .. DIRTY VERSION OP VHITE.

AND WALTER PROVING HIS HURLWNITY
IN REVOLUTION.RY DEEDS.,

JND WITH THD GROUND SVELL
THE HATKS SHRILL:

THE IMMIGE.TION BOYS WATCH
THE PEPTY TYR/NT HIMSELF DIRICTS,
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BUT VEURE THE BODY C.N'T GO
THE SOUL C:N TR.VEL
AND THE VWORD
CaN
PHI-
P
TRATE
.XND BUCOUE FLESH /MONG US. ,
[IM SIIEICE IS NOT THE E<PLOSION OF . BOUB
10, ' '
STLIICE
1S noT :
THT EXPLOSION ;
<. .. OF & BOMB, :

TUE HRARTL ND WILL OPEN

70 RECEIVE ITS SON

AND . WIHDOT WD CHILDREN

WILL CRY SOFZLY IN THE NIGHT, ° _
BUT COMP. DES GOIN CIENCH THEIR FISTS  °
2D DRUNS GOIN SPER

/3D THE PT""TY TYRAIT

(s ¥ OTIER -TTHES /UD IN OTHER ?L.CES) .
' GOIN SWELL IN THE SUN

TOR THE WIDDAY FLIES,

BECAUSE TOMORROT MUST COUE.

/21D .. POEM GOIN RISE
THROUGH GUY.NA

L/AGE OF THE BiNNERS OF. THE PEOPLT.

FOR SILINCE IS NOT THE EXPLOSION OF .. BOMB'

iFor Walter Rodney" by Joe Pereira
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