


CPL BUSH BRANCH

	 Steel Worker’s park on Chicago’s south side was 
once a bustling part of  town. However, the site was 
abandoned in the post war industrial decline. The 
resultant Park no. 566 is enormous — an intrepid ex-
plorer will find moments of  relative silence and seclu-
sion in nature despite the proximity to the busy thor-
oughfare of  lake shore drive. The park is inaccessible 
and relatively wild. One must be adventurous to poke 
around its 400 acres. In addition, the larger neighbor-
hood, called The Bush, is on average 40 minutes away 
by foot from the nearest public library. In this project, 
my partners and I imagined how a new Chicago Pub-
lic Library branch would bring the community closer 
to a community/knowledge space and act as an entry 
gate to a portion of  the park. 

The Bush Public Library plays with levels, inviting 
the visitor to explore. Importantly the site is naturally 
raised three meters from street. We set the library into 
the edge of  this site at street level so the ground floor 
is effectively encased on three sides by earth. The vis-
itor approaches thev site and can see through the two 
halves of  the building to an outdoor theater, the seats 
of  which rise the three meters to be level with the site. 
Entering to the right, the visitor peruses books, reads at 
tables and enjoys abundant natural light. By taking 
a set of  stairs to the second level, one then wan-
ders through study and gathering spaces and 
exits out into the site. On the right, the first floor 
roof  is covered in a garden and in front of  you 
are a set of  paths which meander out into the 
park.

Exploring the BUSH w/ 
Noel and Jackie
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