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Project Overview

PREPARE
Prepare the Penelope Ziedler Estate for the impending sales and 
donations of Ziedler’s art and archival materials to museums, 
galleries and other institutional bodies.

ASSESS
Assess and identify the needs of the Zielder family’s needs 
through the application theoretical and practical knowledge to 
put our plan into action.

DOCUMENT
Document, research and digitize all of her materials to properly 
preserve her legacy.
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Breach, Alison Sarr

What did Ziedler leave behind?

- Artistic practice was methodical in nature, 
relying heavily on studies and sketches

- In her Milwaukee studio are the following:
- 100 sculptures
- Sketches
- Sketchbooks
- Drawings
- Printed materials
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Project Methodology

Defining the scope 
of the collection

Object 
Identification and 
Documentation

Cataloging, 
Research and 
Preservation
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Documentation as Legacy-Building
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Concept Map
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Documentation Strategy: Crosswalk
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Documentation Strategy: Workflow

Catalog in Collective AccessReceive objects Digitize
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Object Identification Strategy

SC (sculpture)

DR (drawing)

SB (sketchbook) 

SK (loose sketch)

PM (printed 
material)

Ziedler’s third sculpture 
created in 1986 would 

be :

SC.1986.3

For objects with 
multiple parts that 
would be shown 
together we used 
lower case letters to 
represent each part 
– a two-part object 
would be a 
“SC.1986.3a-b”

TYPE YEAR OBJECT 
#
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Object ID

Other collection 
IDs

Image

Title

Object type

Artist

Sample 
Record
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Digitization and Photography Strategy

Archival Materials Artworks 11



ESTATE FOUNDATION
- Staff
- Documentation equipment
- Housing
- Digital Asset Management System
- Renovation to farmhouse & studio

- Staff +
- Documentation equipment
- Housing
- Digital Asset Management System
- Renovation to farmhouse & studio
- Catalogue raisonné
- Cultural & educational programming

Staffing and Budget
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Timeline

archival processing

coordinating sales and donations

art documentation

Set Up
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Timeline

archival processing

establishing charitable goals, catalogue raisonne foundation, 
preliminary sales 

art documentation

Set Up

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24 26 28 30 32 34 36
Months

15 years to 
sunsetting
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An Enduring Legacy

- Establish her place within the networks and 

rich histories of twentieth century art

- New frontiers in research

- Opportunity to contribute to the growing 

recognition of women artists

- Documentation lends to new information, 

relationships and forefronts for Ziedler’s 

growing legacy
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Thank you! Questions?

Taylor Baker, Charlotte Eagle, Janna Singer-Baefsky, Joey Vincennie
INFO 661 - Art Documentation, Fall 2019
Professors Cristina Pattuelli, Farris Wahbeh
11 December 2019
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