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. Pulses, Songs, Silences: What Are We

i

- Hearing?

--{-

~ JOHANNESBURG/LONDON

—

- This publication and project esmerged from an

— interdisciplinary exchange between the Wits School

= of Arts (Department of Fine Arts and School of

— Architecture and Planning) in Johannesburg and the

— Bartlett School of Architecture, UCL, LLondon.,

Working through the concept of the edit—both as

Pulses, Songs, Silences: Th!s publication was made

What Are We Hearing? possible; by a UCL—Wits
University Strategic Partner

Johannesburg/London Funds 2024/25 Grant

Publication Contributors

Bettina Malcomess, Merijn

Royaerds, Letihohonolo '%

Ntsewa, Jhono Bennett, Aﬁi’g

Brigitta Stone-Johnson,

| Refiloe Namisa, Pebofatso

Mokoena, Muhammad
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metaphor and methodology—the /initiative chal{l(enges Dawijee & francis burger i
dominant binaries such as north/south, centre ; i
— peri , and natural/urban. Attendant to the -1 Publication Fac;lﬁlitml:lon, :
- city’s elusive and fragmentary ontologies, the sonic Anarchiving & Printing no
- became a way to ‘listen the city into being’ through : francis burger |
sound drives, cave recordings, river sound walks, and April Sound Workshop - A i ~
A elevator journeys with binaural microphones. Facilitation Bettina ?ﬁ&ﬁm'mé%%gd ; ~
Anchored in the elemental materials of water, rock, Malcomess SF6030 — jointly acquired ! ,::
brick (soil), and air (sky), the colleboration brought -1 Special thanks to Romy by Keleketla! Library & the . | § |
together alumni, academics and artists to reflect on Stander (Water for the Johannesburg Working = ;d i
1 the ecologies of space, sound, and writing. T Future), Diala Nje (Ponte Group of-the Another " -
1 The reader is invited to journey with us from the Tour), Muhammad Dawjee b il o g B
.- Bothongo Wonder Cave, to Ponte City, to the 1 (IWI onder Cave), Dunja :;:;?a C”fsffcﬂ,mmgl t:ém ar
daylight point of the Jukskei River in Bez Valley and i og (Victoria Yards) De :g;aent of!gﬁ,se Xn Wits * *
- its re—emergence in Alexandra township, to a noise Project Leads & Scﬁool of Arts. i
- concert at Smoking Kills bar, to a chance discovery Coordination Polly Gould, r_—:}
—+— of a water storage tank hidden within a natural ridge Zen Marie, Jhono Bennett, 2025 _-11—{
e -—an:d further migrations beyond the city to Limpopo Brigitta Stone—Johnson,
:: province. Bettina Malcomess i
—+4— Each site offered pulses, songs, silences—moments i i [ i j
—— through which to reframe the city and the politics of ] . Y _fq'
L listening. . 3
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thinking this as an improvisation, live, fast
decisions and compositions made on the move.
Out of hand, many missing things, flights —
learning each other, anticipating, responding
(also to the machine/s); what does it sound like;
what else comes with?
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ping concurrence of nature  metronome sun out of sync

at with the human clock resevoir -ju
Se archive pin pricks throwing rocks 'body
e € 6, 05 MNgarks the tail of the sound sickness
L > )O (Br(\) Z‘Sf 3 i
- B subme 3 o Y | u rainmakers change
ﬁ hiding ¢ ﬁ Jral s.ctems adj’ 5<ing your eyes ruminators dramatic
£ | o
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ping drop what are o ngs 2 5
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actite what are people trapped cold should just h
beat the |e|1\~g\ep|ioe telling us? journey inward _,\o'® smell I
ic sculpt*\\‘\o, a thing people just bark 50\-‘"“ of = the alleged grid
\w\@r_,_ have noise N, ® quggets § ground
\(\q § 3 frogs bird the bricks tt J*/'made _
“‘ = tape assembly water highway rumination 5";’" what are we
. ns % cave tunnel journey @ pulse
overs pi tcard mining %- electricity vading silence
urg § acid mind drair %’ar '/0 eed 2 \owledge song
t book '"g.nrm book it chowed my °ry " Sound % bat
father 2% ouse m - ophone attention absorb
d fall wood the lif 2 stone Roodepoort  snapshot Alexandra shut down
r as archive k2 :h-ole boring @ Sle you can hear when the R
ter egg hunt n & hinery Lor‘,&o‘ﬂ water is dirty ground
\ c?é‘ X . R°unnesburg baptisms echo
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had no foundations ;
directly out of > bedrock
Suddenly the i three days
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As we reached the ge of the
koppi€e, we .came across a metal
hatch Phatimarked an entry into

ingide the ground.

sealed sh Tshiamo started
throwing s s onto it and
heard a kind! of swooosh, a deep
echoing soypd as if somethimyg had
fallen into body of water. I ~
remembered seeing a sign alc
the route for the Linksfield
Reservoir.
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the river Is complex




—T1"1

Jop
___..If;--L \
[ ....lﬁ _










SUBSCRIBE TO 1ZW1

4 issues for 60c. Please add 15¢ postage

B for each issue.

Send postal order (made oul Lo —
Ditshwantsho tsa Rona) to

Subscriptions
1ZW1 LASE TOWNSH IP
P O Box 720
BERGVLEI
2012

Please Print: Name ..ovooaerers

NOTE: Back issues numbers 3 and 4
are available and may also be ordered at
















T

T




