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Combine two black glyphs.  
Combine one black and 
one white glyph.

1 

Combine one sans serif  
glyph with one serif glyph.

2

Combine one closed in  
counterform glyph with  
a geometric shape.

3 

Combine two closed in 
counterform glyphs with 
 a geometric shape.

4
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baseline

x-height
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01 Crossbar	 06 Counter	     11 Counter
02 Bowl	 07 Ascender	     12 Crotch
03 Terminal	 08 Link                 13 Arm
04 Arc	 09 Ear	     14 Eye
05 Stroke	 10 Stroke	     15 Spine   
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Composition

Hierarchy

Meaning

Structure

Iteration

One Size. Two Weights.  
Two Versions. Orthogonal  
Baselines. +Rules
12pt / regular & bold /  
roman & italic / b+w 

One Size. One Weight. 
Horizontal Baselines.
12pt / regular weight /  
roman version / b+w /

One Size. One Weight.  
Orthogonal Baselines.
12pt / regular weight /  
roman version / b+w 

One Size. Two Weights.  
Horizontal & Orthogonal  
Baselines. +Circle
12pt / regular & bold /  
roman version /  b+w  
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Composition

Hierarchy

Meaning

Structure

Iteration Two Sizes. Two Weights.  
Two Versions. Rules.  
Horizontal & Orthogonal  
Baselines. Gray Values.

12pt. / regular & bold / 
roman & italic / gray values

Second size x-height  
matches 12pt text cap  
height or Second size cap  
height matches 12pt text  
x-height or Second size to 
the designers discretion

Two Sizes. Two Weights. 
Two Versions. Horizontal  
& Orthogonal Baselines.

12pt text / regular & bold 
roman & italic / b+w

Second size x-height 
matches 12pt text cap 
height or Second size  
cap height matches 12pt  
text x-height
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Typographic  
Specimens: 
The Great Typefaces
by Philip B. Meggs, 
Rob Carter

The Anatomy of Type: 
A Graphic Guide to 
100 Typefaces 
by Stephen Coles

Explorations in  
Typography:
Mastering the 
Art of Fine 
Typesetting  
Hardcover
by Carolina  
de Bartolo, 
Erik Spiekermann

Grid Systems in 
Graphic Design/
Raster Systeme 
Fur Die Visuele 
Gestaltung
by Josef Muller-B
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Typographic  
Design:  
Form and  
Communication
6th Edition
by Rob Carter,  
Philip B. Meggs,  
Ben Day,  
Sandra Maxa,  
Mark Sanders
Typographie:  
A Manual of Design
by Emil Ruder
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