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The project is located in an industrial 
area in Medellín, where many ongo-
ing urban refurbishment projects are 
taking place. The plot of land is situ-
ated in one of the master plan’s key 
nodes.

The use was predefined - a cultural 
center- but it’s open enough to leave 
room for our own assessment of what 
the project’s program needed to con-
tain for it to be rightly embraced both 
by the city and the neighbourhood. 

The methodology consisted of deeply 
studying the neighborhood’s dynam-
ics, the population inhabiting it and 
the urban flows. This allowed us to 
have a global idea of the place, which 
led us to the concept for the urban 
design: the spirit of the place, a mod-
el in which all the observations of the 
urban context were expressed, thus 

giving rise to the openings, folds and 
steps of the project’s podium, rooted 
in the ground, where the building’s 
museum is located.

The building’s uplifted volume func-
tions as a container for the program, 
housing a three-level library, an ex-
hibition hall, a café, lounge areas, 
rooms, a rehearsal hall, an auditori-
um and individual workshops on the 
top story. The program is assembled 
by a swastika typology, which allows 
for the total use of the volume’s 
façades. Such spatial structure led 
to the creation of threshold areas 
between programs, serving both the 
purpose of allowing natural light and 
ventilation into the building, as well 
as creating buffers between the var-
ied uses.

Project’s name
La lamela cultural center

Location
Medellín, Colombia

Academic project
7th semester

Designers
Tomas Echeverri
Ange Usme
By combined effort

Carried out
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Professors
Eleazar Gómez
zaro22003@yahoo.com
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omsantanav@unal.edu.co

Cultural center

Implantation
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Exterior view

West façade

Ground floor
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Exterior view

Section A-A

Isometric
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Underground floor Ground floor

First floor

Third floor

Second floor

Fourth floor
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West façade

Section B-B

Section A’-A’
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Workshop view

Auditorium view

Library view
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The plot of land is located in a neigh-
borhood close to the city’s largest 
universities and to downtown. This 
unique situation has turned this area 
into a seasonal residence for many 
students, who, coming from outside 
the city, are forced to seek housing 
within reach of their institutions.
Building practices have not yet 
caught up to the needs posed by the 
diversity of lifestyles in the neighbor-
hood, a problem compounded by the 
lack of quality student shared apart-
ments in Medellin. As a result of this 
unfulfilled need, some apartments 
not far from the area have been mod-
ified ad hoc, with rooms and individ-
ual beds rented to students, who fall 
victim to high prices and substan-
dard living conditions.
The project acknowledges diverse 
ways of living. By understanding the 
need for each lifestyle’s own spati-
ality, three housing typologies were 
created. These are the base units 
from which the project arises: shared 
apartment, nuclear family unit with 
a separate room, and the individual 
unit. The staggered grouping of the 
units generates mezzanines and dou-

ble heights that establish hierarchy 
among the house’s spaces, differen-
tiating the communal areas from the 
private sphere, as well as generating 
vertical relations; this provides pan-
oramic views of the common areas.
The building stands on a 2,730 
m2 plot in the middle of the block. 
Through the use of the platform tow-
er typology, it manages to construct 
a base that contours the street, 
creating a small-scale commercial 
area that becomes a food court in-
side. This is possible thanks to the 
creation of public space inside the 
block. The volume adjacent to the 
street accommodates residences 
for the elderly or those who prefer 
to live on the parterre level. The rear 
block houses support services, such 
as the local market and the build-
ing’s laundry. The tower stands as 
an agglomeration of housing units. 
This highlights the plasticity on 
the façade, in which the two large 
openings break the continuity of the 
tower and serve as large communal 
balconies, where all of the building’s 
inhabitants can interact.

Mixed-use vertical housing

Project’s name
In between

Location
Medellín, Colombia

Academic project
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Designers
Tomas Echeverri
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By combined effort

Carried out
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Professors
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ilforgio@unal.edu.co
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Implantation
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Ground floor

Exterior view 8



Section B-B

Underground floor
Parking

First  floor
Platform’s residences

Typical floor
Housing units

Typical floor
Housing units

Typical floor
Housing units

Typical floor
Communal balcony

Typical floor
Communal balcony
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Aerial view

Section B-B
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Isometric section
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Exterior view

Nuclear family unit with a separate room
First floor

Individual unit Shared apartment unit

Nuclear family unit with a separate room
Second floor
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Civic Center

The Apabi is a residential complex 
built in 1970, located in the histor-
ic center of Medellín, one block away 
from the founding square and home 
to one of the largest churches in the 
city. It belongs to the wave of mod-
ernist buildings constructed in the 
second half of the 20th century. It 
makes use of the platform tower ty-
pology. The platform currently hous-
es the entrance hall and medical 
offices. The apartments are located 
in the tower, featuring full-floor resi-
dences intended for wealthy nuclear 
families.
After studying the neighborhood, 
it was decided that the site is sur-
rounded by technical universities 
without a campus. Commercial pas-
sages and cafés frequented by stu-
dents are a common sight. It was 
concluded that there’s a lack of prop-
er space for study, leisure or work. 
For this reason, it was determined 
that the building’s program should 
be that of a civic center, housing a 
library, a gallery, workshops, a com-
puter area, coworkings and an ex-
hibition center in the superimposed 
volume.
To generate such a great change of 

use, the building’s spatial structure 
and construction system had to be 
deeply studied. The core’s central po-
sition compromises the distribution 
of the floor plans, creating rooms 
surrounding the core in two bars with 
continuous windows. This allows as 
much light as possible and compos-
es the horizontally striped façade. 
Balconies are opened on the sides in 
order to make a barrier against the 
sun.
The existing core was expanded and 
one of the balconies was turned into 
a staircase overlooking the church, 
thus complying with safety stan-
dards. The opposite balcony was ex-
panded to generate a larger outdoor 
study area, maintaining the logic of 
the building. The frontal façade’s cur-
vature is extended in the first portion 
of the tower to support the library’s 
volume. The new volume is superim-
posed on the existing building, con-
taining the exhibition center. The use 
of a light metal structure contrasts 
with the current building’s concrete 
and tiled façade, complementing the 
existing image due to the conserva-
tion of the its proportions and hori-
zontal lines.

Apabi bulding refurbishment
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Project’s name
Apabi civic center

Location
Medellín, Colombia

Academic project
9th semester

Designers
Tomas Echeverri
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By combined effort

Carried out
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Professors
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Eleazar Gómez
zaro22003@yahoo.com
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Implantation

South façade

Existing tower floor plan
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Project’s exterior viewExisting building’s exterior view

Ground floor
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Aerial view

Longitudinal section Transversal section
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Tenth floor

Eleventh floor

Twelfth floor

Typical floor
Coworking

Detailed sectionDetailed façade
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Model photograph

Exhibition center view
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Model photograph

18



Morphogenesis

To
m

as
 E

ch
ev

er
ri,

 S
us

an
a 

C
ar

do
na

 &
 A

le
ja

nd
ro

 Y
ep

es
 - 

20
19

04

The strategic geographical position 
of eastern Antioquia provides its ter-
ritory with potential for mixed devel-
opment, merging the urban and the 
rural. The land is suitable for large 
agricultural production centers, cur-
rently divided among specialized 
areas. Such zones, however, will 
gradually lose their agricultural and 
forestry vocation under the inevi-
tably aggravated growth of the ser-
vice-based city.

The traditional frontiers between 
country and city have become in-
creasingly blurred with the emer-
gence of a diffuse and continuous ur-
ban morphology. These accelerated 
urbanization processes more explic-
itly accentuate the background’s 
“balance” on the territory, without 
contemplating the foreground’s 
complexity in terms of structuring 
a dynamic, open and self-organizing 
ecosystem with the natural environ-
ment. This means that, alongside 
economic, political, social and cul-
tural interactions, natural processes 
must also be considered.  

Theoretical urban intervention

19



The insertion of these natural pro-
cesses must take place through the 
logic of a functional network of con-
nective tissue that organizes space. 
In this network, specific nodes must 
be formed, nodes capable of behav-
ing as active surfaces, as catalyzing 
centers in accordance to the new 
forms of ecological use that will ex-
pand over the territory. These new 
functions must be attended to under 
geological, hydrological and biocli-
matic processes in order to support 
the demands of the newly formed in-
frastructure.

Thus, the implementation on this ter-
ritory of rural productivity catalysts, 
known as “rural stims,” represent 
new forms of structuring elements 
in urban space that are capable of 
fulfilling the inhabitants’ ecological, 
human and production needs. They 
will be patches or mutable polygons 
whose function will vary according 
to the soil’s usage cycle and can in 
turn be subdivided into smaller areas 
to guarantee the better use of the 
land’s natural potential. In this way, 
a cyclical process is guaranteed with 
regard to the land usage determined 
for each rural stim.

20
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Internship
Heritage refurbishment
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• Involved in the building’s final con-
struction phase.

• Took part in revision meetings (in 
german lenguage) with consultant-
st, engaging in discussions regard-
ing the elaboration of details and 
their execution on site.

• Finalized detailed technical draw-
ings requested for immediate con-
struction on site.

• Involved in design phase of the 
competition Landhaus Solothurn, in 
Switzerland.
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Bodenfugenfarbe: anthrazit
Material: Epoxifugen 2K
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Fliesen Wand
-Steingut-Weiss
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-Steingut-Schwarz

Fliesen Boden
-Winkelmans-Dunkelgrün
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Fliesen Boden
-Steingut-Weiss
Rutchfestigkeit : GB 2 /
nach din 51079 B
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-Winkelmans-Dunkelgrün
Rutchfestigkeit : GB 2 /
nach din 51079 B

Fliesen Boden
-Winkelmans-Dunkelgrün-R11
R11

Typ eins

Geberit Rohbauset für
WC-Steuerungen mit
elektronischer Spülauslösung

Anzahl: 20

Typ zwei

Geberit Hygienespülung
mit einem Wasseranschluss

Anzahl: 6

Metall Profil der Fliesen

Core’s washbasin material proposal

Rehearsal stage’s electrical apparatus

Hall WC’s detailed sections

Hall WC’s detailed plan

Implantation
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Hat dieser Raum
Schalter und auch

Bewegungsmelder?
Position der Apparate
gemäss Detailpläne

Architektur
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die niedrigen Apparate 55
cm hoch ab FB montiert
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die niedrigen Apparate 55
cm hoch ab FB montiert
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Steckdosen
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Die niedrigen Steckdosen werden immer
6 cm über dem Sockel montiert

G-01.1

1x3Steckdosen

G-01.2

2x3Steckdosen

G-01.3

3x1Steckdosen

G-05.1

1x2
1x3

Schalter
Steckdosen

G-05.2

1x2
2x3

Schalter
Steckdosen

G-010

1x1Bewegungsmelder

G-011

1x3
1x1
1x1

Steckdosen
Handfeuermelder
Bewegungsmelder

G-012

1x3
1x1

Steckdosen
Bewegungsmelder

G-08.1

1x3
1x2

Steckdosen
UKV

Brandfeuermelder

Schalter 1x2

15 15 9

Steckdose 1x1

1.
10

1.
10

Storen 1x1

9 15 9

Steckdose 1x1

1.
10

Storen 1x1

9

Schalter 1x2

15 9

Steckdose 1x1

1.
10

Storen 1x1

9

Schalter 1x1

Brandfeuermelder

Schalter 1x2

15 15 9

Steckdose 1x1

1.
10

1.
10

Storen 1x1

1.
10

15

Steckdose 1x1

Storen 1x1

9

6

1.
10

15

Steckdose 1x1

9

1.
10

15

Steckdose 1x1

9

1.
10

15

Steckdose 1x1

9

1.
10

15

Steckdose 1x1

9

Dimmer 1x1
Brandfeuermelder

15 15 9

1.
10

Storen 1x1

9

Steckdose 1x1

Dimmer 1x1
Dimmer 1x1

15

1.
10

Indikator

Storen 1x1 Brandfeuermelder

15

1.
10

Bewegungsmelder

1515

1.
10

Storen 1x1

9

Raumthermostat

15 15

Zukoleser

Indikator

15

Zukoleser

Indikator

9

6

15

1.
10

Storen 1x1

1.
10

Steckdose 1x3

15

1.
10

Indikator

Steckdose 1x1

9

Steckdose 1x1

1.
05

15

Schalter 1x1
Steckdose 1x1

1.
05

15

Raumthermostat

1.
20

Steckdose 1x1

1.
05

15

1.
10

1.
10

159

Steckdose 1x3
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Gegensprechanlage Gegensprechanlage Gegensprechanlage Schalter 1x1

Storen 1x1
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Storen 1x1

Dimmer 1x1
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Dimmer 1x1
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Storen 1x1

Schalter 1x2

Die niedrigen Steckdosen werden immer
6 cm über dem Sockel montiert

Die niedrigen Steckdosen werden immer
6 cm über dem Sockel montiert

Die niedrigen Steckdosen werden immer
6 cm über dem Sockel montiert
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1x3
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1x1
1x1
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Steckdosen
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Steckdosen
Handfeuermelder
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1x2
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Steckdosen
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Gegensprechanlage
Handfeuermelder

1x1Handschalter
1x1Fühler
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Indikator
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Steckdosen
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Handfeuermelder

T-04.4

1x1
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1x1
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T-62.2

1x2
1x1
1x2

Schalter
Steckdose
UKV
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1x1
1x1
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Zukoleser

G-05.3

1x2
1x3
1x1
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Steckdose
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T-78.1

1x1
1x1

Indikator
Storen

T-99

1x1
1x1

Schalter
Steckdosen

T-99.1

1x1
1x1

Steckdose
Raumthermostat

T-99.2

1x1Steckdose

T-79

1x2
1x1

Schalter
Storen

T-05.4

1x2
1x1

Schalter
Werkstrom

T-05.19

1x1
1x1
1x1

Schalter
Steckdosen
Handschalter
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Genaue Positionen von den Typen T-99-Türen auf dem WC-Pläne überprüfen

Hat dieser Raum
Schalter und auch

Bewegungsmelder?
Position der Apparate
gemäss Detailpläne

Architektur

Auf diesem Raum werden
die niedrigen Apparate 55
cm hoch ab FB montiert

Auf diesem Raum werden
die niedrigen Apparate 55
cm hoch ab FB montiert

Auf diesem Raum werden
die niedrigen Apparate 55
cm hoch ab FB montiert

Auf diesem Raum werden
die niedrigen Apparate 55
cm hoch ab FB montiert
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gemäss Detailpläne

Architektur
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