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EDITORIAL NOTES

The prime characteristics of an intellectunl are the
ability to reason and penetrative perception of reclity.
and the principal quality of a revolutionary intellectual
is his determination to apply these in the service of man.
The revolutionary intellectunl addresses himself to the
acute socinl jroblems of the time, analyses and dcbntes upock
them, works out a stratepy for combating them, and dedicates
himself to that task. In so far as hi{storicallythteh’;:'r
oppressed classes in society inmvariably recruits L leader=
ship and vanpuard from ihe intoll_igéntsia, the commitment
of nt lenstaminority.of the intellect workers to socialism
is an important facjtor for emancipation from imperialist
domination,both economic and political.

However, the paucity of debate, especially among the
students, following the ""CHECHE" special publication
WTanzania: The Silent Class Struple" by I.G. Shivji
rather alarmingly indicates f:he prevalent intellectual
apathy amongst ourselves. The immediate response has not
been of the calibre one would expect from people at the
country's hichest®indtitution of léarning. If a critical
study of national economic policy pursued by the
"nationalized" enterprises fails to stimulate discussion
onc wonders why '"mini-skirts! or "wigs" penerate vigorous
response. Theoretical formulation abogt socio-coonomic
realitics is not an exercise within the purview of bourcols
education. And this, glven the contem‘vorary 51tuat10n, is
one of the main rcasons for the poor response so far.

Lack of politii:al audExé'ity could be a factor involved tooe

Nevertheclessy we are proud to announce that khe
subscquent issue of "CHECHE" (No. 4) will contain
informed comments/discussions of the publication. We

invite our readers to contribute to it.

BON VOYAGE

With this issue’we- take leave of the T,Y.L. and
U.5.A.R,F, committees at the University which have just
completed their respective terms of office; and we
welcome the newly-elected committees. The ohtgéinﬁ
committees must be credited with the success in the
launching of "CHECHE”.' Vie look forward to the cpoperation

of the new commltteos 1n foster:mg the work of "CHECHE".
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IN MEMORIAM

Just after we had finished puttins the final
touches £o the "CHECHE" special publication, wec heord
the sad news of the untimely death of Hamisi Owm~rri.
Conrade Omari, to whose dedication and dilirence we
hereby pay our respectful tribute, was onoc of the
founder-ne¢mbers of a radical T,Y,L, University Branch,
and hence one of those people who laid the foundations
for the launching of "CHECHE". He was killed in a
traffic accident,

(3222 2R R RS 2 21

THE NEW TTL & USARF COMMITTEES

TANU_YOUTH LEAGUE

Chairman: G.A. Hiza
Sccretary: G. Hajivayanis

Trensurer: “ J.J. Shengena

Committee Members: H.J. Mapolu
M. Sachedina (Miss)
V. Vlambura

N;L.dasihwaki
A. Chouhan

REVOLUTIONARY FRONT

Chairman: N.L. Kasihwaki
Secfetary: I. Shivachi
Treasurcr: M. Minawa

publicity Secreotaries: Anyoti

Wangwor
Comnittee Mcmbers: Kavishe
Musisk

Njagi (elected to '"CHECHE"
Editorial Board)

W) CJLL N LI SIS I It
il 1T A AT S



(1)
BOURGEOIS ECONOMICS
OR

POLITICAL ECONOMY?

by Glyn Hughes

Those Form Six students who were privileged to sit
for the Cambridge cxamination in Economics and Public
Affairs in 1968 may remember being faced with the question:
"How may an entrepreneur try to minimise the unit costs of
production of his firm?" One obvious answer to this question
would be: Sack the shop stewards, lock out the workers and
force down wages. Such an answer may even have occurred to
a few of the more indépehdeht-mindéa candidates. But they
probably had the sense to realisc that this was not the
answer expected of them, and if they wanted to satisfy the
examinef they had better regurgitate all that stuff from
the textbook about marginal costs.

This simple example illustrates the dilemma facing all
those who learn and teach "economics" in Tanzania. Since
the time of political independence, "économics' has become
a subject widely taught at school énd university level.
Rightly so, since it is questionable Whether any training
in history, sociology, political écienée-or~1éw is complete
without 2t least a basic understahdiﬁg of economic principles.
However, it is also questionable whether the obscurantist
nonsense which is at present beiné faught under the title
of cconomics is of the slightest value to our future
historians, sociologists, political scientists and lawyerse
In fact its effect is more cerfainly the negative one of
distorting the real cconomic issues facing us at this stage.

It should not surprise us that the .period: of colonial
domination should have left us with an education system
deeply ingrained with bourgeois ideology. This was naturale.
What is alarming is the tenacity with which this ideology
maintains its grip. The cxamination system, as in the
example above, is a powerfuI‘fbrdc in perpetuating
capitalist economic dogma. E&p&%fiate economists who kmnow
pething else - worthy products of London or Princcton -
instil it into the minds of the new generation of Tanzanian
teachers, who in turn go back to the schools armed with
the gospel according to Samuelson, ecager to pass on the
truth. The capitalist publishing houses leap onto the
bandwagon. "Write us a textbook", they say to the
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cxpatriate cconomists, "which will be relevant to East
Africa." (Not just Tanzania - the market isn't big
enough). The book is wriiten. "laize" and "millet”
replace '""wheat" and "oate", and perhz s there is 2 chapter
near the end on the Problems of Foreign Aid., The book

is enormously successful, of course, since it still
fulfills the requirements of the examination boards while
giving the illusion of relevancc to local conditions.

When the apologists for bourgecois economics arc
challenged, they arc apt to reply that since thc cconomies
of East Africa are still largel: dominated by capitalist
property relations, the study of capitalist economics is
both nccessary and proper. What is the point of studying
socialist planning when we live in a system wherc the price
mechanism operates? This argument is all the more
dangerous for its plausibility. We are not, however,
faced with a simple choicc between "planning' and ‘frece
enterprisc'', representiag alternative "roads to devclopment',
as bourgeois cconomists would have us believe. The choice
is prescnted to us as if it were a question of scicatific
measurement, assessment and decision. The goal, 'decvelopment",
ie nssumed as given, scrething which does not have to
be defined, or at least only in a very causal manner.
Since the end is fixed, we are merely concerned with
establishing the most efficient mecans to that end. A good
example of this fallacious approach to economics is one
of the more rccent and popular aids to learning, Mrs.

Scidman's Economics Textbook for Africa. Here we are

presented with the "socialist road to development' and the
"capitalist road" set out ncatly side by side. Mrs. Sweidman
- apparently, prefers the former, but that is irrclevant. 1In
reality, of course, therc is not one but many forms of
development: capitnlist development, socialist develepment,
Stone Age development, and so on. But it is important to
realise that each is attained only by its own particular
path. A capitalist economic system produces capitalist
dovelopment, a socialist system produces socialist develop-
ment, and a Stonc Age economic system produces Stonc Age
development., Further, ecach typc differs in important
aspects, both in its manifest characteristics and in its

underlying prescriptive assumptions.
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To illustrate this we can take an example from
fountain A ; : .
another popular . of wisdom, Livingstone and Ord's
Introduction to Economics for East Africa. On page 477

the authors blandly tell us "...we can sey that broadly

speaking, from the purely economic point of view, the
best tax system is the cne which gives the government the
revenue it has decided to rnise with the least possible
disturbance to the allocation and supply of resources
which would exist in the absence of taxes."

This is a fairly straightforward statement of the orthodox
capitalist belief that tnxgtion is an unfortunate

necessity and should be regarded caly as a deviation from
the ideal of pure laissez-faire. If this kind of policy
is implemented it will encourage a type of development
exhibiting characteristics common to capitalism, such as,
for instance, an uneven distribution of wealth. This
would be one of the "manifest characteristics" of capitalist
development.  But pcrhaps even more important, and less
commonly acknowledged, is the prescriptive assumption
underlying this kind of statement. The authors refer to
such a system of taxation as "the best system". In what
sense "the best?? The answer comes in the next sentence:
"If the supply and allocation are disturbed, it is likely
to be for the worse, if the original allocation of good
(sic) was geared to the proportion . dictated by consumer
tastes." Here we have, in fact, one of the basic
assumptions of capitalist economics: that the function

of an economy should be to produce goods and services to
satisfy effective demand ("consumer tastes'"), that is to
say, what those with purchasing power want. Now this is
not a statement which one can prove or disprove., It is

not a statement of fact at all; it is a statement of opinior.
You can accept it, or you can reject it. And socialists,
of course, would reject it. Socialists have their own,
different prescriptive assumptions about the function £ of
the ‘economy. ‘

I do not suggest for a moment that Messrs Livingstone
and Ord are serious advocates of laissez-faire economics.
But in order to remain consistent with the prescriptive
assumptions of bourgeois economics which they-accept, they
are forced, in this instance, to regard government
intervention as a kind of aberration from the norm, and
to posit a conflict betrcea the cquity effects of taxation

(of which they approve) and its disi.rtionary effects od a
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theoretical "idenl" allocation of resources through the
price mochanism. That is to say, the aim of ahicving a
more even distribution of income and the aim of ag ncarly
as possible satisfying the people's demand appenr to be
antagonisticl This conflict, which ~auscs as much
confusion to the recaders of the book as it dous to thez
authors, exists only in the minds of bourgeois cconomists
blinkered by the unfortunate assumptions of their own
discipline., Once we discard the assumption that the "best?
allocation of resources is that which most closely
satisfies effective demand, the conflict disappears. But
this is precisely what the bourgeois cconomist cannot do,
for without this assumption his whole house of cards
would collapse.

This brings us back to our own situation. "The policy
of TANU is to build a socialist state': thus rcads the
first sentence of the Arusha Declaration. Socialist states,
as TANU fully realises, arec not built simply by publishing
declarations, but by the peasants and workers taking the
means of production and the organs of the statec into their
own hands. To expect the peasants and workers to pay for
their sons and daughters to continue to be trained in
bourgecis cconomics (on the grounds that capitalist
property relaticns still exist in the country), so that
they can then more effectively aid in the socialisation
of the eccnomy, is to exhibit a degrec of double-think of
which perhaps only bourgeois intellectuals would be capable,

The priﬁary objection to the continued teaching of
bourgeois economics, then, is that it can only be effective

" as a means of perpetuating a capitalist system of production,
not destroying it.

A secondary objection is_that, even if Tanzania was
intent on developing a éapita}ist economy, bourgeois
economics obscurcs rather thah clarifies the real issues.,
From its origins in 18th century European rationalism and
19th century utilitarianism, bourgeois economics has
consistently failed to explain the nature of capitalist
development, and the more advanced the development, the
more glaring is the failure. The gap betwcgp theory and
reality is now so blatant, and the assumptions necessary to
the theory so patently ridiculous, that certain basic
concepts (such as "perfect competition") are no longer

given even the pretence of credibility, but are presented
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to the initiate as a kind of catechism to be learned,
chanted a fow times, and promptly ignored. The fniluke

of bourgeois economists to understand the nature of
capitalism becomes increasingly evident; for example in

the more and more exclusive pre-occupation with micro-=
econcmic problems, or in the apparent bewilderment in
Washington when rapid inflation is accompanied by rising
unemployment, But it is the exploitative and ultimately
self-destructive nature of capitalism which bourgeois
economics is most clearly incapable of exposing. This

may be a serious handicap for the economist in an advanced
capitalist country, but it is nothing less than disastrous
for the eeconomist in an underdeveloped country if he fails
to understand the impact of the forces of monopoly
oapitalis@ on his own eccnomy.

Which of the texts commonly used in our schools and
university explains why the annual outflow from developing
countries in terms-of-trade losses is greater than the
inflow of "aid" and investment from the deveioped countries?
Which even mentions the fact? Where do we find an attempt
to analyse the implications of the fact that the inflow
of foreign investment earnings to the U,S5.A. exceeds
the capital outflow? Who seems interested in diécovering
why impoverished African countries, with their agriculture-
based economies, spend a billion dollars each yeﬁr buying
food and drink from developed capitalist countries? These
are the sort of uncomfortable questions which bourgeois
economics assiduously ignores, simply.because they are
outside its terms of reference. 'From the purely economic
point of view" as Messrs Livingstone and Ord might sa¥,
there is no answer. Only in the framework of socialist

political economy can the search for answers begin.
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n,,,for being a man is the
continuing battle of, one's
life, and one loses a bit.
of manhood with every stale
compromise ‘to the authority
of any power in which one
does not-believes.s.'

- N, Mailer.
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by AGE y

Ever had the unique opportunity of perusing through
one of these highly decorated magazines we find in our
ill-stocked bookshops which carries scductive vac~tion
advertiscments? Ever been attracted by such catchy
headlines as "Enjoy Your Vac With a Grass Skirti", or
Wyisit Greece - a Paradise for Vacationers!" (mot for
democratically minded Greecks), or '"Visit the liystic Eastl",
or "“"See Virgin africal', and sc on and so forth?

Going a bit further, ever been successfully scduced
into taking cne of these "all inclusive" vacations?

I suppose that depends.

However, I have becen reliably told that these
captivating advertisements cost a little fortune and I
often woncdered what motivated these "Tour Brokers" to
lavishly spend such small fortunes in order to seduce
people to take a vacation. Simple curiosity prompted me
to make elementary investipgations.

iAfter some clementary investigations I discovered, not
to my surprise, that "Vacation Vendors" put forward overt
and covert rcasons. The overt reasons were compassionate
in nature, full of goodwill, desire to promote international
understanding, desire to share national cultures and of
course to promote brotherhood. In other words they would
like people to visit each other, see cach other's countries,
enjoy each other's delicacies, visit each other's historic
places and in our case be able to photograph cur beloved
animals - in some cases our nationals - and of course
photc gpaph our national defence posts. However, behind
all these overt platitudes lies the real covert reason -

the economic base!

Covertly, "Tour Vendors' argue that TOURISM is a
good "foreign exchange earner" and that "our developing
countries need foreign exchange" for development. It is
indeed ironic, when we consider that our beloved Continent
was totally colonised for the specific purpose of robbing

our wealth and natural resources. Now when we claim we
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are free, we cannot utilise these natural resources to
development but must depend on touristslll No wender the
former colonialccountrics advance the theory that "colonice
ser¢ a financial burden" and therefor. out of cconomic
generosity "granted" us freedom, However, these imperizlis®,
conveniently close their eye to the fact that 34.5 milliom
leave africa, asia and Latin americn every hour of the dayl
The tragedy is that our "Tour Vendors" believe thc theory
advanced by the former colonial master and are totally

ignorant of the'holesale exploitation that takes ploce.

4ccording to U.N. statistics, and I am told they are
usually reliable unless they delibetately want to distort,
more than 90% of the people of the world are cither
workers or peasants and, therecfore, economically speaking,
unable to undertake tours. By cmploying the universally
accepted "elimination theory" we can safely deduce that
Ytourists" come from the remaining 10% of society as
presently constituted., Now this raisoé an important
question - with whom do we want to promote friendship,
sharc culturcs, promote international understanding and
brotherhood? With the 90% of the toiling masses of the
world or with the dubious 10%? If we can truthfully
answer this qgestion we would be substantially
contributing in solving the major contradiction facing

our epochl!
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"More than any other mocc of production,
(Capitalism) squanders human lives
or living labour,
and not only blood and flesh, but also
nerve and brain.
Indeed it is only through the most
enormous waste of the individual development,
that the development of mankind is at all
preserved and maintained in th¢ epoch
of history
immediately preceding th: conscious

reorganisation of society."
- Karl Marx
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THE CIA, BLACK POWER AND AFRICA

(Abridged from an "aAfrica
Research Group" study titled
'The CIA is an Equal Opportunity
Employcr by Bchechter, Anears,
and Kolodney)

"Black Power" has come a long way since that night
in 1966 when Stokely Carmichael made it the battle cry
of the Mississippi March Against Fear. For a time it
was a slogan that struck ‘dead into the heart of white
America - an indication that the ante of the black man's
demands had been raised to a point where the whole society
would have to be reoriented if they were to be met. But
Black Power hardly seems a revolutionary slogan today.
It has been refined and domesticated, awarded a prominent
niche in thc American Dream. And Carmichael's statement
of a few years ago, that the President of the United
States mizht say "We shall overcome' over national tele-
vision but would never call for Black Power, has also been
disproven - by Richard Nixon, scemingly the most unlikely
of men. The country nceds '"more black ownership," Nixon
said during his campaign, "for from this can flow the rest:
black pride, black jobs, and, yes, Black Power."

It ic obvious that the Nixon Administration has made
some crugial decisions concernin: the possibilities of
Black Power during its short time in office. With great
fanfare it unveiled an elaborate program of black capitalisnm.
And while it failed to lure Whitney Young, Roy 'Wilkins or
others in thc moderate civil rights establishment into
cabinet posts, it did find a man with even better credential:-
as a militant - James Farmer, former national directof of
CORE. The President has indicated since assuming office
that he sces nothing dangerous in the upsurge of a black
militancy, provided that it seeks a traditional kind of
cconomic mobility as its end, cven if it wears Afro
costumes and preaches a fiery race pride while it sets up
businesscs and replaces whitc capitalists as our society's
most visible contact with the ghetto. Of course, other
black militants, the thrust of whose political programs
cannot be absorbed by black capitalism or by a mere cultural
rennaissance, who do not look to the ruling powers of
socicty for assistance in their revolution, will continue
to be denounced, imprisoned, hunted and destroyed. For them
there is the method of the stick. But in other cases the
use of the carrot is prefdrred as a more potent, and less
predictable, as Mr. Nixon has well demonstrated.

He hos made a surprising alliance with certain forces
of black militancy. This may seem audacious, even dangerous,
like playing with the fires of a rcvolutionary black
consciousncss. But it is actually a time-tested technique.
The Nixon Administration's encouragement of cultural
nationalism and its paternal interest in black capitalism
are little more than an updating and transposition into
a domestic sctting of a pattern cstablished years ago by
U.S. power abroad. Although the State Department, the
U.S. Information Agency, the Ford Foundation and hosts of
other organizations were involved, it was primarily the
Central Intelligence Agency which discovered the way to
deal with militant blackness. It found that the U.S. could
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maintain a foothold in the newly independent African staz..
by creating and subsidizing an American ¢lite of Afro-
oriented black leaders (James Farmer himself was only one
of them) whose positions ia the civil rights movement were
an invaluable, if often unconccious, cover for the Agency's
primary aim - to cmasculate black radicalism in Africa,

and eventually at home,

2. ANSAC'S AFROS

It was the spring of 1963, and at first glince it locke<
like a revolutionary round ‘tible in Havana. The list of
participants in the conference read like a Who's Wiho of the
Southern african independence movement: Qliver Tambo, acting
president of the African National Congress of Scuth Africa;
Eduardo Mondlanc (recently assassinated), leader of the
Mozambique Liberation Front; Jariretundu Kozonguisi, presidex
of 'the Southwest African National Union; leaders from
virtually every other political faction of these countries
as well as Zimbabwe, Angola, and Zembia. They were all
wanted men ot home, engaged in directing armed struggles
against hated colonial rcgimes, DBut the meeting hadn't been
convened by Fidel Castro. In fact, it took place at Howard
University in Waschington, D.C.

The architects of a fouthern Africa liberaticn movement
had agrecd to come to Washington ,because the convening
organization was a blac’s group meeting at the nufion's
leading black university. The imerican Society for African
Culture (AMSAC), composed of important black imerican scholer:
writers, artists and professionals, was the most prestigious
and articulate of all black groups interes®ed in advancing
African culture and building bonds between U.S. blacks and
their african brothers. Tals confeverce wes AMSAC's fourth
{nternational mecting in as wmany yeais. L1t looked like the
beginnings of a black revolutionary's Iream-come-true, the
linking up of african and .ifro-american ireedem struggles.
But what most participants didn't know was that the whole
affair had been sponsored by the CIa. ;

The Howard University mecting provided an ideal
opportunity for the CIi to look overthe top african revolu-
tionaries while providing an illusion of U.S, coucern for
their cause. 4MSAC itself had begun as a way of keeping an
eye on the resurgent african indepcndence movement. It was
organized in the aftermath of the first Internaticnal Confe-
rence of Negro VWriters and artists, held in 2erie in late
1955. This conference had been convened by a group of
african exiles and European intellectuals organized into the
Societe africaine de Culture (84C), which published the
journal Presence Africaine, featuring men like Camus, Sartre
Leopold Sedar Senghor and Aime Cesaire. But giving impetus
to ‘an organization like¢ aMSAC was by no means on SiC's agenda.

3. BLACK CI. AGENT

- Onc of the most interesting casc studies of AMSAC's use
of its ifros ccentres on the man who was the organization's
assistant executive director from its early days through
1961 - a tall, requently goateed, black CI. agent names -
James T. ("Ted") Harris. - -

Born in Philadelphia in 1924, Harris won a DiR mddal
for good scholarship at La Salle Collese. After service
during the war, he returned to La Sall: where he built a
reputation as a concemned and outspoker liheral. Visible,
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articulate black collegians were a rarity in those days,
and Harris' reputation grew nationally when he becans
involved in student politics, In 1948, when the newly
formed National Student association clected him president,
he quickly won admission to the inner circle, the CIai's
"old boy nctwork? which came tc dominate NSa activities
for almost 20 yezors.

Harris was active in AMSAC through 1961. In that year,
while the U.5. was desperately trying to stabilize a
friendly naticnzl government in the Congo, Harris went
back to the Ford Foundation, which made him secretary-
general of o Ford-funded National School for Law and
wdministration in Leopoldville (now Kinshasa). Harrie
spent two ycars there, shaping an cducational program which,
as he was later to tell ,MS.C's Howard University conferencc
on Southern .frica, preovided a way to instruct the Congolese
in Western adninistrativc techniques. Congolese sources
strongly suspected that the schecol also served as a conduit
for CI. noney which was pumped into the pockets of selected
Congolesc politicians. 4s soon as o dependable Congolese
was groomed tc take over the school, Harris returned to
New York to help the Ford Foundation shape its overseas
development programs for .frica and the Middle Eest. 1In
1964, he left Ford to direct cducation and training for
the Corning Glass Workd in New York, working under Amory
Houghton, the man who had headed the Foundation for Youth
and Student affeirs (FYSa), the CI.'s principal agency for
funding its international student programs. In 1966, while
remaining a consultant to Houghton, Harris moved on to
join yet another CI4i creation, the African-umerican Institute,
at the a.I, he direccted field programs, traveling frequently
to africa.

By January 1969, when Harris left dal and international
work, he had compiled an impressive rccord. He had traveled
to all of Western Zurope and to the Middle East, to India,
Pakistan and 23 countries in northern, castern, western and
central africa (as well as 49 states of the U.S.), often
on speaking tours. His languages included Arabic, French,
Italian and Spanish. He was a mcmber of the powerful and
prestigious Council on Foreign Relations and the NALCP, and
a director of an offshoot of CORE, the Scholarship, Education
and Defense Fund for Racial Equality.

The CIi backed 4MSAC and supported people like Harris
because its strategists hnd a sophisticated understanding
of how o certain brand of .frican cultural nationalism
could bec dangerous to umerica's intcrnational objectives.
They realizcd that cultural radicalism often stimulated
political radicalism and that cultural issues, especially
in the cmerging african states, were often latent with
explosive political implications. Maintaining an effective
political prescnce in resurgent africa thus required an
active culturzl dimension, and the CIi took an early intcrest
in attemptin;, to control the emerging cultural-political
elites and, as much as possible, making sure that their
concerns stayed at arm's length from revolution. The
agency saw culturel nationalism and new notions of "negritudc’
as alternatives to the type of revolutionary culture
c2lled for by such radicnls as Frantz Fanon, who once
said, "It is around the people's struggles that ifrican
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Negro culture takes on substance and not around songs,
poens, and folklore,"

This was the scope of the enterprise in which americasn
blacks became indispensably involved, through AMSAC and
other vehicles. But to appreciate the cffect of this
misalliance on african development and to see what the
alternative of cultural nationalism meant in its social
and political context in africa (and could mean in the
United States, if the Nixon wdministration is successful),
one must also view the opcration from the receiving end.

. particular vivid example of umerica's ideological .
manipulation of african socicty in transition is seen 1n
the role played by the CIi in shaping the nationalist
movement in Kenya. g

l+. b CI:; JET SET

The CIa's program in Kenya could be summed up as one
" of selective liberation. The chief beneficiary was Tom
Mboya, who in 1953 became gencral secretary of the Kenya
Federation of Labor, During the "Emergency", when all
other african political organizations were banned, the KFL
was the leading vehicle for the independence movement.

It was harassed, its offices werc ransacked, and many of
its leaders were detained. But it survived and Mboya
became a hero. Both a credible nationalist and an economic
conservative, Mboya was ideal for the CIi's purposes - the
main nationalist hero and cventual chief of state, Jomo
'Kenyatta, not being considered sufficiently safe. Mboya
even propounded 2 brand of ifrican socialism which favored
nfree" (i.c. anticommunist) trade unions and encouraged
foreign investment, foreign banking, and foreign land
ownership. ufrican socialism, he said, meant 'those proven
codes of conduct in the African societies which have over
the ages conferred dignity on our people and afforded them
security regardless of their station in life. I refer to
universal charity, which characterizes our societies, and
I refer to the ifrican thought processes and cosmological
ideas, which regard men not as a social means, but as an

- end and entity in society." e

Like america's black capitalism todya, this prescriptiorm
hardly struck the strategists of white imerica as a threat.
Mboya's cultural socialism was seen as something which
could inoculate against the actual disease of revolution;
it clearly deserved support. Mbcya soon joined the CILai
jet set, traveling the world from Oxford to Calcutta on
funds from such conduits as the ifrica Bureau and from the
‘Internaticnal Confederation of Free Trade Unions. (ICFTU,
whioh played a key role'in Kenya, is an aggregation of
international trade union secretariats sct up in 1949 to
counter an upsurge of‘left-wing trade unionism outside the
communist bloc. Its extensive international operations in
africa and elsewhere were funded and manipulated by the CIa
through various of its U,S.-based affiliated secretariats.
Recently, however, there has been a split with U.S. labor
organizations.) i

Mboya later became ICFTU rcpresentative in the region.
His articles were published by other CIA recipients,
including the International Union of Socialist Youth, the
International Student Conference, and the World Assembly
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of Youth, Meanwhile the american prese was touting him
as a future leader of Bast .ifrica. Even the Wall Strest
Journal's articlc on Mboya was headed: "Businessmen

Favorably Impressed,"

5. PE.CE WITH FREEDOM

Underwriting Mboya and his Labor Federation was a

‘natural strategy for the U,5, in Kenya during the '50s and

early '60s. It advanced responsible nationaliem; and it
was painless, becausé¢ the employers faced with higher wage
demands were British, not American. By 1964, however,
American investments, which would reach $100 million by 1967
were becoming significant, and some of the Kenyan union
demands began to lose their charm. But even more important,
1964 also brough® dangers of "political instability" serious
enough to make radio communications with the Nairobi Embassy
eighth highest on the State Department roster for the year.
Zanzibar revolted and Tanzania's Nyerere was nearly overthrown,
Rebellion was spicading through the Northeast Congo, and
Kenya lay astride the natural supply réute. The CIi decided

Mboya had long been supportecd as a force to the right
of Prime Minister Jomo Kenyatta, but an accommodation with
Kenyatta was now necessary, particularly to insure that he
did not support the Congolesc rcbels, and more generally to
get him to closc ranks against the ,agitating Kenyan left,

It was a strategy which has since become familiar enough:
utilize the credibility of the appropriate flexible militants
to crush the rest. ' - »

In June 1964, U.S. Ambasroder to Kenya William Attwood
met with Kenyatlia and agreed tnat Western labor groups

. would sfop subsidizing Mboya and the KFL; for balance, -
. Kenyatta assured him that Russian and Chinese aid to the

leftist leader, Vice President Odinga, would also end.
Simultaneously, the CIi was making appropriate shifts in its
operations, thrcving its resources into a new kind of

vehicle which would embrace the whole Kenyan political
mainstream, while isolating the left and setting it up for
destruction by {:nyatta. To this end the CI\ shifted its
emphasis to an organization by the name of '"Peace with Freedom.™

Incorpora’ed in 1540 as International Features Service,
a press agency ringirg the thoughts of Hubert Humphrey to
the people of the Third World, Peace With Fredom went
nonprOfit and reorganized in 1962 under the direction of
Murray Baron, vice president of New York's Liberal Party.
To insure a credible operation, Baron brought in NAACP
head Roy Wilkins, wlw in turn convinced the United Auto
Workers' Walt3r Reu:ier to come aboard. The CIA, of course,
came up with the cas1 to help bring the combined forces: of

_American civi’. rights and liberalism to africa.

By 1965, the or:.yinal press agency operation had grown
by leaps and bounds; .t mainiained 24 representatives around
the world an¢. published in 22 languages. among the most
popular writurs, along with Humphrey, were Tom Mboya and
Roy Wilkins,

Mboya hc.d not beeit Jorgotten in the shift to PWF. The
new organization contr:tited $40,000 to the KFL' for publication
of its weckly ncwspuper, .jranyl nasi (Worker Solidarity), in
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Bnglish ond Swahili., But this support now figured in o f£=r
broader context than it had in the past. PWF crecated amd
financed a whole string of East African organizations imcliecis
the East African Institute of Socinl and Cultural Affairess
East African Publishing House (now reorpanised as Afro-Prese/,
the Jomé Kenyatta Educational Institute, the Kenneth Kaunda
Foundation and the Milton Obote Foundation in Uganda.

It was en entire prefabricated cultural and intellectu-
infrastructure, reaching from the elite academic setting to &=
mass media of radio and pamphleteering. It aimed, in the
favored phrase, at-"nation building," snaping 2 social infra-
gtructure, an elite and an ideological base. In Kenya, Peacs
With Freedom's operation was practically all-encompassinge

When Ambassador Attwood departed from Kenya in 1966, &=
expressed satisfaction with what had been accomplished there?
nghite featrs of blacks in power in Kenya had proved to be
unfounded; a white Kenyan was still minister of agriculture ==
1700 Englishmen still worked in various branches of the Keny==
government....0dinga and the demagogues were out of office. =
men mOVing Up...werc unemgtional, hardworking and practical
minded. When they talked about Kenya's agricultural revolutiocz
they sounded like Walt RoBtow; they spoke of available credif,
fair prices, technical assistance and the cash purchase of to=
and consumer goods." .U.S. exports had grown from $13.5 millia
in 1963 to $31.6 million three years later when Attwood left.
It was quite a record for Attwood. But then, as he himself Ex

modestly observed: "...an Ambassador who treats his CIA chief

as an integral member of his Country Team will generally find
hin a useful and cooperative associate. I know I did."

i

. 6. IN THE SHADOW OF MALCOLM X -

Farmer!s most significant service was done in the cour#
of two CIA-sponsored trips to Africa, the first of which took
place in 1958. Farmer had already passed into the Agency's
orbit from '50 to '54, when he served as national secretary of
the youth:affiliate of the nominally. socialist and fiercely (il
not exelusively). anticommunist Leagu¢ for Industrial Democracd:
The Student League (SLID) was an associu.: member of the CIA
financed International Union: of Socialist Youth§ SLID itself
received funds to maintain.its'international-contacts from the
Agency's prime conduit on the studént front, the Foundation f<!
Youth and Student Affairs. Here Farmer picked up the orienta %!
and the contacts which made it inevitable that the -CIA woulad
¢ross his path. ' f TS

After lcaving SLID, Farmer went to work for the New Yo=i
based State, County and Municipal Employees Union, -gaining the
post of ‘international representative. Farmer caught~the
attention” of “the union's ex-president, Arnold Zander, who was
himself deeply and knowledgeably involved in the 'CIA's inter-

mationdl 14bor program. Zander selected Farmer for the Africa

tour; hé¢ 'wés to represent their own public employees union on
a five-member delegation of the Public Services International,
which as part of the International Confederation of Free Trade
Uniéns was carlier scen-to be a mainstay of CIA operations in
Kenya and Africa generally during this period. The 15-nation
PSI tour was part of the overall "clean union" program being
conducted by the Agency in Africa. 4 '

Whatever personal intentions paved Farmer's path to
Africa, the CIA got :its money's worth cut of it: Farmer was
given red-carpet treatment. With enviable mobility he was abl
to meet with the heads of state of all but one of the countric
he visited, meeting also with representatives, of the, Southern

4
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African Liberation movements and - according to on AMEAC report
- "he nlpo talked te the U.8, nmbasondors to the gountries he
visited and to other members of U.6. embassies there."

7. GOOD AND BAD BLACK POWER

0f course, Black Powor, like¢ Afriéan nationalism, could

! be conceived and directed in n number of wnys, some of them not

at all threatening to the atatgs quo. And the current admini-
stration has alrendy seen its job ns winnowing away the Good
Black Power from the Bad. Such an approach to America's racial
crisis hans been in the offing for some time. The medin have
joined in promoting it to the white public. 'Time mapgnzine
announced over a ycar and a half ago: "What has clearly developed
eesi8 a Black Power movement on n more respectatle basessss The
most intelligent spokesmen for the new attitude think of it in
terms of Black Consciousness - or more completely, of Black Pride,”

This interpretation of the black revolution - sanctioning
and encouraging thosc aspects which are the least revolutionary
-'is, 'of course, a reminder of the international strategy the
CIA developed around AMSAC, the subsidies it gave to select
leaders "in Africa, and its sponsorship of Tom Mboya's Great
Proletarian Cultyral Revolution. And again, as in those cases,
the current emphasis is on a variety of Black Power which ie a
psycho-cultural redemption, not one that offers to recvaluate
the social ‘and ‘economic power of its new backers. Common
ground is staked out and emphasized betwecen white capitalism
and black militance, but it is always safely within the
boundarics of the status quo. And those who say that the status
quo is simply not plastic cnough to contain all ‘the contradictions
of racism in America are isolated as Bad Black Powerites. Just
as in Africa thosc following the Frantz Fanons were pushed
beyond the pale of respectability and those following the Mboyas
rewarded, so today those militant blacks who accept black
capitalism are heavily subsidized while those who support
pocial revolution are hunted down.

[ EEREEE SR ES RS

"We are not presenting the world
with a new principle,

saying in a doctrinaire fashion:
'Here is the truth -

fall on your knees before it!!

We are deriving new principles

for the world,

and deriving them from principles

already inherent in the world.

" We are showing the world
what it is in fact fighting for;
and consciousness is somcthing

.thd world must Acquiro,
;f;?éven if it docs not want to."
b - Karl Marx.



(15)

ESEosssSsnsEItraEssnsaSgaassSsSReRs

(a) Mecet John Hannah:

The STANDARD (Tanzania), September 29, 1970:

The adainistrator of the U.§, Agency for International
Development Dr. John A. Hannah, arrives in Dar es Salaam
thie evening from Morogoro after touring the northern regiom;
where he saw wildlife and development projects assioted by
the U.5.A.I.D,

During his stay, he will hold discussions with official,
of the Government and the University of Dar es Salaam. He w
also due to meet the Dean of the university's Faculty of
Agriculture at Morogoro, Mr. Mongi. :

His Dar es Salaam programme includes meetings with the
Minister for Agriculture, Food and Co~operatives, Mr. Brycest
the Minister for Finance, Mr. Jamal, and the Vice-Chancellor
of the University of Dar cs Salaam, Mr. Msekwa.

He is scheduled to fly to Nairobi tomorrow.

The Committee of Returned Volunteers (U.S.A.):

It is indicative of nothing good that the 1970 Internatj
Development Conference is opening with a keynote address by
John A. Hannah. Hannah, currently head of AID, was the
president of Michigan State University from 1941 until 1969
and during that time succeeded in turning that institution ir
a very efficient machine for the extension of Americanism abz
The list of countries that MSU has had projects in is long,
and noticeably lopsided with undemocratic and anti-democraic
military dictatorships.

MSU's Vietnam Project, for cxample, was the largest sing
project ever undertaken by an American University abroad, a
. project that consumed over 25 million in American taxpayer's
dollars on a "technical assistance'" contract with the now
infamous Ngo Dinh Diem. Under this contract - which indicate
a lot about Hannah's approach to "development'" - MSU agreed
to do everything for Diem from training his security forces
to writing his constitution, and even agreed that no member ¢
the project would usec materials gathered on the job "against
the security or interests of Vietnam," thereby officially
censoring would=be critics of the Diem regime.

Training Diem's security forces entailed the rebuilding
of the entire Vietnam police apparatus, from traffic cop to
ninterrogation expert", as a loyal arm of the Diem governmeni
- and because that government lacked any real popular base
the Victnamese police and security network was of necessity
an extensive one. To do the job right, Hannah recruited a
wide variety of policc experts from such non-academic source!
as the FBI, the Detroit and New York Police Forces, the
Department of Defense, and cven secretively from the CIA. ©:
the 33 police advisors involved in the project only four
had roots at the Michipgan campus; the others were quite
literally university-hired mercenaries. In the ecarly yecars
of the project (1955, '56) the university was engaged in :
the questionable busincss of buying and requisitioning milla
of dollars of military supplies for Diem's MSU-trained secur:
forces, who in turn were using them to ensure that public
criticism of the dictatorship did not become too criticale
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The largest scction of MBU'e pnlice administration

aivision = which was the most important diviesion in the
roject = was the "Vietnamese Bureau of Investipgntion

internal Becurity Section." Returned project professors
have testified that this section was comprised predonminantly
of CIA agents who were hired by the University Board of
rrustees and whosc instructions were to engapge in counter-
esplonajge and counter-intelligence for the United States
government. When several of thesc were promoted to faculty
status, they became the first persons in the spy businces
to gain academic recognition (they were expelled from the
project in 1959 when their widely known presence became o
public embarrassment).

The MSU Vietnam Project was terminated in 1962. But
during its seven year tenure it piayed a significant role
in the creation of those political structures and govern=-
mental institutions that sparked a revolution., And it is
in an effort to perpetuate what MSU was instrumental in
beginning that the United Statcs Governemt today spends over
$30 billion a year in combatting that-revolution. Perhaps
this is why in MSU's colorful brochure on its international
programs, the Vietnam Project is glossed over in one sentence
- despite the fact that this was the largest single project
cver to be undertaken by an Amcricgn university abroad.

The point of all this should be obvious: if this is the
usc John Hannah makes of the University he heads, what can
he be expected to do with AID? And what does this indicate
about the function of AID that in 1969 it acquired John
Hannah as its chief administrator?

Colorful brochures made for public consumption, whether
about MSU, AID, or International Development Conferences,
never tell the scamy side of the story. Our objection is
not just that John Hannah is speaking...., but rather that
this year's International Development Confercence scems to
be characterized by the John Hannahs, as is this cduntrj's
entire international development effort. Those who are
interested in the expansion of the American empire can profit
from this year's confercnce; thosc who are sincerely
interested in the very real problems of Third World peoples
had best go elscwherec.

(b) Cabora Bassa:

The Committee for Freedom in
Mozambigue, Angola and Guinca (London):

It is well known that the ZAMCO Consortium .{amalgam of
Western Companies building the Cabora Bassa Dam in Mozambique
to entrench imperialism in Southern Africa)-includes '
Burope's largest clectrical and engincering monopolies. But
the tentacles of the Cabora Bassa scheme reach out further,
to include hundreds of other firms which are supplying
specialised goods and services., Some of these are firmly
established in independent Africa. R “

The British United Transport Company Limited, for
example, has set up a subsidiary in Tete province of
Mozambique, specifically to transport equipment to the
Cabora Bassa site. United Transport is based in Britain,
but has wide ' international interests, including companies
in Belgium, the Netherlands, Germany, France and Switzerland.
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A well ns 13 subsidiarics in Rhodesia and 22 in South Afrjie

United Transport has 28 subsidiaries in independent Africa; 5,

Kenya:

Kenya Bus Services Ltd.

East African Road Services Ltd.
Kenya Bus Services (Mombasa) Ltd.
Bulwark Transport (East Africa) Ltd.
gnited Touring Co. Ltd.

Nairobi Trawel Services Ltd.
world Tramel Bureau Ltd.

Wildlife Lodges Ltd.

Wilkenair Ltd.

Wilkenair (Mombasa) Ltd.

Kenya Hotels Ltd.

Tanzania:
United Touring Co. Ltd.
Wildlife Lodges Ltd.

Jganda:

Uganda Transport Co. Ltd.
Uganda Touring Co. Ltd.
World Travel Bureau Ltd.

Ethiopia:

United Touring Share Company

Zambia:

Central African Road Services Ltd.
Bulwark Transport (Zambia) Ltd.
Thorntons' Transportation (Zambia) Ltd.
Barotse Transport Ltd.

Gwebe Valley Transport Co. Ltd.

Malawi:

United Transport (Malawi) Ltd.
Bulwark Transport (Malawi) Ltd.

Swaziland:

Chepstow Investments (Swaziland) (Pty.) Ltd.
Swaziland United Transport Ltd.
United Tanker Services Swaziland (Pty.) Ltd. .

(c) ON THE CIA

Africa Research Group:

Among the organizations disclosed as CIA-connected by
varioys ncwspapers and magazines have been the following:
STUDENT: National Student Association, International Student
Cconference, World Assembly of Youth, Institure of Internation:
Eduocetion, Africa Scholarship Pro-ram of American Universitiet
TEACHER: W.I.G,T.0.P. TRADE UNION: African-American Labor
Centre, various secrectariats connected with the International
Confederation of Free Trade Unions. CULTURAL: Congress of
cultural Freedon, American Society of African Culture, East
African Institute of Social and Cultural Affairs. GENERAL:
African-American Institube, Peace with Freedom Inc., Jomo
Kenyatta Foundation, Milton Obote Foundation, Kenneth Kaunda
Foundation. The US remains involved in channelling money to
variogys factions within southern African liberation movements
hoping of course toMeuld them in pro-Western directions.

L EE R R R R Y]
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THE _APOLITICAL INTELLECTUALS

by Otto Rene Cantillo

One day

the apolitical
intelleetunls

of my country

will be interropated
by the sinmplest

of our people

They will be asked

what they did

when their nation died out
slowly

like a sweet fire

small and alone

No one will ask them
about their dress
their long siestas
after lunch '

'no one will want to know
about their sterilec combntn
with *the idea
of the nothing' -» i i
No one will care about
their higher financial learning
They won't be questiontd
on Greeck mythology s
or regarding their self-disgust
when someone within them
begins to die
the cowarcr death

I

They'dll be asked nothing
about their absurd '/
justifications )
born in the shadow ..
of the total lio

P L ‘
On that day
the simple men will come _.
those who had no place
in the books .and pocms
of the apolitical intellectuals _
but daily delivered ‘ ot ']
their bread and milk |
their tortillas and eggs
those, who mended their clothes
thosc: who drove their |cars
those ! who carcd for their dogs and pgardens . .-
and worked for them

and they'll ask: o
"What did you do when the poor
suffered, when tenderness
I and life

.+ .burned out in‘them?"

| ¥

IERTRE R NS

(Reprinted from Monthly Review,
June, 1970).

i
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DOES NATIONALIZATION HELP
TO STAMP OUT
EXPLOITATION?

by 4i.S. llamama

It is needless to state that the wave-tide of
nationalizations which has already swept across a
considerable part of 4frica is prompted by the desire
to stamp out exploitation of the rcsourceé of the
countries concerned by monopoly capital.

That in almost all cases, the activity of foreign
capital once established takes a short term policy is
clear proof of how make-profit-quick motivatéd foreign
capital is. The purpose is to make moximum profit within
the shortest possible time. The fofeign‘investof demands
a high rate of return on his capital and goes all out in
the bargain to effect a penetration of his capital which
ensures greater pfofit than if he were to_ekploit local
rescurces which would demand a longer period of waiting

before returns can begin to be seen.:

Regional Breakdown of
JERSEY STANDARD (US4) PROFITS

And ASSETS
REGION % ASSETS % PROFITS
U.S.A. & Canada 67 : 34
Latin Aimerica ' 20 39
Eastern Hemisphere 13 27
TOTAL : 100 100

SOURCE: Baran & Sweezy, Monopoly Capital.

Nevertheless, foreign sources of capital profit are
supplemented by local sources which offer relatively low
interest rates but even then the foreign financier will
not undertake any pro;ects which do not cnsurc considerabl
amount of profits, g
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Hence the over-all activity of forcipgn capital leads
to a tremendouss outflow of resources from the recipicnt
country through a whole variety of ways, some legal and
some illegal. The outstanding cxample is the over-invoicing
technique cmployed by parent monopolies in the me§ropolitan
countries which are as a matter of fact high command
centres for the imperialist countrjes' strug:ile for economic
exploitation of the poor countries.

Such practice can only help. to expose so well the
myth of the so-called "aid given to us ;onerously', by the
imperialist countries. Once their private capital is in
full operation, the victim country not only becomcs o
monopoly market for the machinery, spare parts, and other
jndustrial products, but a most ruthless and shameless
target ground for dumpiqg a whole scrics of gcods of the
imperialist countries involved. Thejjnot only deliberately
raisc the prices of the needed machinery or spare parts,
but most unabashedly dictate prices of the primary products
which the poor country can offer on thcir market. It is
casy to imagine the position which the so-called under-
developed countries find thenselvcs in, in the face of their
struggle not to be exploited by thc imperialist countries.

One form of struggle that the underdeveloped countries
have employed is '"nationalization' of imperialist-owned
and controlled economic interests in their own countries.
"No doubt genuine attempts to restructure their economies
for rapid and healthy development as opposed to slow
growth under imperialist dominaticn ensue, but’thefstrugglc
goes on. Because genuine economic @evelopment is ‘impossible
‘without stamping out exploitation conducted by imperialist
‘countries it follows that such a move is a threat to the
imperialist monopolies which would like to use Africa as
an appendage of: their industrial products for as long a
time as they are able to do so. Therpefore, dialectically
opposed to nationalization moves the imperialist countries
‘utilise all the resources at their disposal tc carry on
the exploitation as before.

To this end an overt act of agression against the
countriés which have nationalized'thcir interests could
be one of their worst weapons in this strugrle, for this
could berve aé an cexcellent'condition for mobilizing and
:uniting nationalist forces to firpght the forecign exploiters

Hnd in the face of it the exploiters would surely lose the
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strugile. In this dilemma, the imperialists employ gheir
their enemies in an apparently amicable way in order to

fight them morc effectively., aifter all they have ahiecved

a measure of success in their own home-areas by this method.
At home they haQe covertly converted milktant workers and
organizations from agencies of revolution to agencies of
reform - which is tantamount to saymg that trade unions and
other organ1zat10ns have been converted 1nto weapons of the
bourgeoisie for exploiting the workers. So is the case with
the nationalized enterprises in the coﬁntrics concerned,

: Firstly, the government concerned finds itself in
partnership with the same foreigner who owned and controlled
the now nationalized industry and this as a matter of fact
has been the case in all the ifrican countries which have
recently been involved in nationalization measures: Tanzaniz 1
Zambia, Uganda, Somell, Sudan, and Libya. .

Thus the country concerned recognises the need for
technical and managerial skills supplied by the firms and
take.s account of this in the nationaliﬁétion_ terms. Strictly
speaking, i.can even argue that there is no true nationali-
zation at all involved in the take-overs. Compulsory
buying, wholly or in part, of the foreign interests would
be better understood than nationalization b;causevno true

_nationalization would compensate an'exploitgr even a single
penny or even carry on business in partnership with him.
From the immediate financial pbint of view the compensation
terms have been reasonable and therefore profitable to the
imperialist investor. Even a simplé marginal comparative
calculation will show that it is in the intefest of the
foreign investor to remaiﬁ albeit.with:minority holding.

Secondly, guarantees against future exchange control
restrictions, discriminatory taxation, etc accompany the
so-called nationalization for the greater benefit of the
foreign exploiter. |

Thirdly, there are countless: advantages of association
with governmentbenterprises, ecasier access to govefﬁﬁerrt
departments, for example,'easier work permits, etc ete,

Fonrthly; government involvement may assist labour
management.‘ The government may no longer fcel morally

.obllged to support wage-push movements agalns’c the previousl

forelgn entreprlses.
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Lastly, let us dispel the myth of 51% ownership

which means anability to impose one's will on a minority
49%. Such partnership especially when the 49% provides
the necessary skills and manpower =nllows the foreipgn
exploiter to make use of the mutual undérstanding, trust
and consensus that he must of necescity share with the
government concerned in the face of therefore common
problems. And this could do nothin;; but good for the
exploiter partner. It is for these advantages that for
examplé SHELL BP voluntarily offered 51% of their
operations in Zambia and Tanzania to the respective gover-
nments.

In an article which appeared on thé 2nd of June, 1970
in the Financial Times, James Potter who was once a senior
economist in the Ministry of Development and Finance in
Zambia discussing the opportunities for foreign interests

created by nationalization concluded thus: "It is thus

the lafger projects with which we are concerned, those
requiring foreign capital (given reasonable terms) technical
§ skills and managgment. Since these projects form an important
7 part of the national economy and are often in a monopoly
idg position ié is now to the advantage of both government and
private investor to enter into partnership".

In the same article he discourages foreign investors

from engaging in smell enterprise operations because these
are likely to demand local initiative, resources and skills

and hence may not bz profitable to the foreign investor.,

. \ gier
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This confession by a no doubt once valued and perhaps
trusted export adviser in Zambia is a typical case of the
many technocrats pnsing as hardworking and interested in
our development problems while indeed their expertise helps
their foreign mononoliés more than they help us. Well,
one mijght dsk: is shere a solution to these problems of
imperialist dealinis, which seem so inevitable? I would
only say that it is an obviously big problem but its

s solution can hardliy be found in collaboration with the
ihperialists, but in a'most radical departure and
disengagemenf from them. This can be done and Africa.
needs to ao if”énd.achieve genuine cconomic and political
independence or perish indefinitely under the mercy of

imperialist domina :ion.
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SALIENT IMPLICATIONS
OF THE SILENT CLASS-STRUGGLE

¥ Y

by Karim Hirji

(a) Some Theoretical Reflections:

Social theories emanate from specific social conditions
and vary according to the changes in the latter. Their role
in implanting seeds of change is, however, by no means insi-
gnificant, Thus it was no a¢cident that ccondmic theories
during the era of mercantilism in Europe laid stress on the
central role of trade in contributing to national wealth but
later these theories were superseded by the political economy
of Adam Smith and his successors with the advent of the
Industrial Revolution, '

Generally these changes are due to, the fact that laws of
gocial dynamics alter with changes in the mode of production
and its corresponding superstructure. Here it must be noted
that in so far as successive social formations. are not complet

. negations of the preceding ones, but tend to assimilate their

various aspects, inherit their material and intellectual
wealth, a similar situation prevails in the realm of ideas.
The trend is one of successive correction rather than of tetal
replacement, meaning that elements of continuity are always
present. ; : ,

To the above Marxism is no éxception. Marxism was not
just a product of someone's fertile imagination but a child

" of capitalism. It was born from a convergence of Hegelian

philosophy, French socialist thought and ¢lassical political
economyj; brilliantly and originally synthesized by Marx

and Engels. In its incisive analysis of capitalism, it has
no comparable competitor, and while its militancy has
instilled mortal fear in the minds of the bourgeoisie, it has

- paised a beacon of hope in the heart of the oppressed all

over the globe., : i

But then it is indisputable that the conditions of
today are significantly different from the conditions of
the mid-nineteenth century, TFrom the time when trade
unions were outlawed, an apparently 'welfare' capitalism

. rules today. Socialism is no louger ai utopian's dream but

a reality for one-third of mankind. Other changes are too
obvicus or too many to be enumerated here. Is it not then
a possibility, nay a probability, that with the stupendous
changes in social reality and trcmendous expapsion of man's
intellectual wealth, Marxist theory too has changed or been

.modified? . ) i B

.Thére are people who regard Marxism as a doctrine
endowed with divine virtues, who consider it as a once-and-
for-all panaceéa for all theoretical problems, who would
be horrified at such an uttéerance and promptly brand it as
some sort of 'revisionism'. This'is just a manifestation
of intellectual laziness on their part. The founderschever
considered it sacrosanct ‘and are probably turning in their
graves at the dogmatic behaviour of their so-called
disciples, But for those who regard it as a science, the
task is to constantly check it with available evidence, and,
in the words of Marx,



M,,eto carry on rational inquiry to whatever it
i may lead, to undertake ruthless criticism of
everything that cxists, ruthlesé in the sense
that the criticism will not shrink either from
its own conclusion or from conflict with the
powers that be."

As a first step, it must be mentioned that the methodolo;x
o4 and peneral principles of Marxian theory have been amply
i} confirmed and reinforced by the march of history and widening
of human knowledge. Dialectics and thc theory of historical
materialism today rest on firmer foundations with the progress
of social and natural sciences.l In fact many of the bourgeois
aisciplines have cither assimilated or independently cvolved
tools of analysis similar to the marxian ones. Sociolopists
have realized the utility of concepts of class and class=-structurc
in comprehending the behaviour of various societies,2 'To the
historian, the statement that "class-struggle is the motive
force of history" is now a view to be seriously considered,
The value of an interdisciplinary approach, of analysing
social structure as a whole, and of considering society as a
dynamic rather than a static orpanism are slowly being
apprehended. Therefore it is imperative here to make the
distinction between the methodology of analysis, generally
verified, and its substance and conclusion, which we proceed
to examine now. '

Many of the conclusions of Marx have been rubber-stamped
by the events of the past century. For example, few economists
would deny the existence of periodic crises of overproduction
- for Marx, a basic characteristic of the capitalist system.
The inevitability of socialism, whatever the theories of
the "managerial revolution" may want us to believe, is now
a statement not to be dismissed lightly.> Nevertheless, it
is true that proletarian revolutions did not first come in
the economically advanced countries as anticipated by Mar:tc.l+
But then Marx would have had to be an astrologer and not
a social scientist to predict accurately the on-coming of
imperialism and its far-reaching consequences. However, this
lack of foresight was a result, we believe, of also the fact
that Marx did not lay due cmphasis .on the international

1¢f. Lindsay, Marxism and Contemporary Science.

To take one instance, dialectics asserts the existence

of contradictions in all phenomena, and it was discovered
by physicists in the 1950s that for every fundamental
particle of matter, there exists an anti-particle.

°For a brief survey of the impact of Margism on modern
sociology consult the chapter on "The Influence of
Marx's Sociological Thought" in Bottomore and Rubel's
cdition of Marx's Selected Writings.

3At least the CIA takes it seriously, for everywhere it
is involved in intrigues to forestall social revolutions!

hHistory has not cast its final verdict on these countries
though. In fact the trends of today lead us to believe
that they are heading towards critical conditions for
socialist transformations. The eruptions in France in
1968 were just a rehearsal of the drama to come.
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characteristic of the capitalist systdm. He was, of coursee,
aware of the importance of international economic relatioms,
and indeed realized that capitaliem by establishing commerce
between nations had laid foundations for a real co?munity of
pations, and this was embodied in the slopan njorking Men <f
all countries, Unite!" The role of foreign ventures for t;:
Uprimitive accumulation of capital" is also emphasized as thas

followin; quotation indicates:

"§ithout slavery, you have no cotton; without cottom
you have no modern industry. It is slavery that gave
the colonies their values, it is the colonies which
create world trade, and it is world trade that is the
pre=condition of large scale-industry."

But it is our contention that orthodox Marxists tend to
look at clesses and class-struggle within the confines of
national boundaries. Many apply the Marxist formula of
nprimitive Communatism - Slavery - Feudalism - Capitalism

- Socialism" to all societies. Hence they expect classical
pour;eois revolutions to occur in the underdeveloped world

rior to the advent of socialism! Even after Lenin, overlooke:
is the fact that capitalism was born, grew and matured
essentially as an international mode of production and hence
the class-divisions overflow national boundaries. It is true
that nationalism is still a powerful ideology and revolutiocnary
struggles too are waged on a national basis. Byt as we shall
briefly try to show6 with  the maturation of the system even
the objective basis® for national-class analysis is disappearin
as nations have become enmeshed in the international structure.

It has been the hallmark of bourgeois economics to isolate
nations and analyse them as secparate entities. Foreign trade
and investments are no doubt considered, but they enter the
picture in a secondary manner. By this neglect not only is

the unequal exchange between the metropolitan and satellite
economies hidden but also implied is that the external

economies are in no manner absolutely essential to the very
survival of the dominant capitalist nations as capitalist natic:
This latter point is often neglected by socialist writers.

But it is gratifying to note that this ‘outlook is changing.

5Marx, The Poverty of Philbéophy, (Moscow), p.107

6Pérhépé it was Ché‘who—subjeCtively sympolized, by
his internationalist outlook, the objective reality,
¢t - ghnich is a fully-fledged/system of exploitation. /inten

71t is rare to find as fr:uak a declaration as the
declaration issued by the Bankers Trust Company of

New York as early as 1917:
"Our prosperity will be permanent”:only when
a market can be found for all the goods we
can produce..s. In order to keep invested -
capital at the point of most economical-
production by finding a market for all it can
produce, our manufacturers are compelled to
seek constantly greater outlets in foreign
tradessss. ‘ 1



It wag Lenin who 12id the foundationy end recent sorke carry
bis thesis to ite logical conclugion,

In brief, the emerging cutlook is as followa: Capitalisw
has always consisted of a2 dichotomy - the metropolis and the
satelite. From the mediaval times when trade thrived in Venice
and Florence, to the days of Dutch and then British supremac
uptil today with the U,5.A. assuming the leadership of the
capitalist world, capitaliesn hns always necdcd underdeveloped
regions for providing the metropolis with raw materials and
acting as a market for manufactured gocle, Within this
heirarchy of nations there have been class-divisions but
linkages have alwaye been present. The present century witnessed
the maturation of the system and at the same time the breaking
of the weakest links. The maturation of the system was
accompanied by concentration of ownership of capital in the
metropolis and subsequent establishment of economic and political
control over the whole globe. Today the world economy,
excluding the socialist bloc, is dominated by piant multi-
national corporations. And the rivalry between European
nations for markets and spheres of influence which was the
outstanding feature of the late nineteenth century is now
replaced by contest between monopolies for investment
opportunities, natural recsources and markets for their
manufactures. According to Magdoff, contemporary imperialism
has secveral new features:

"(i) the shift of the main emphasis from rivalry
in carving up the world to the struggle against
the contraction of the imperialist systen;
(ii) the new role of the United States as organiser
and leader of the world imperialist system; and
(iii) the rise of a technology which is international
in character."10

In reply to the critics who still play down the role of
foreign ventures, Magdoff considers the U.S. economy and
makes "...a conservative estimate that the size of the
foreign market (for domestic and United States owned foreign
firms) is equal to approximately two-fiths the domestic
-output of farms, factories and mines."

8cf, Baran, The Political Economy of Growth, (MRP 1957)
Cox, Capitalism as a System, (MRP 1964)
Frank, Capitalism and Underdevelopment in Latin -~ -
Amcrica, (MRP 1968), and "The Development
of Underdecvelopment" in Monthly ‘Review,

September, 1966.
Mapdoff, The Age of Imperialism, (MRP 1968)

90ne meed not be an 'cconomic determinist' to say:
1Tt seems clear to me that so long as we shut our
eyes to the undoubted fact that, in the East at
least, from Stamboul to Tokyo, politics, finance
and’ trade go hand in hand, and that neither the
profits can be fully reaped nor our influence
. and’ prestipe be adeqghately upheld without incurring
. the responsibilities incident to political dnd
- financinl activity, we¢ must be. content to'play a
modest effaced role in the Far East, unworthy,
in my opinion of our great country and its vast
interests in the pacific.”
W.W. Rockhill, U.S. Minister to China in the 1910s;
quoted in Frecman & Nearing, Dollar Diplomacy, (MRP)p.48,

10Magdoff, op. cit., p. 40
M1bide, p, 178,
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Moreover, this cstimate does not take into account ¢
qualitative indicators of the dependence of the U.S, eCcnogy
on the satelite ecomomics, mainly in securing strategic ray
matorial for key industries.

The obvious corrolary to the domination of giant
corporations is the economic strangulation of the satelite
nations. Caught in the web of specialized production imposea
on them, they are readily susceptible to financial, political
and/or military control. The different varieties of nec-
colonial formations are well described in Shivji's specinl
WCHECHE" contribution: "Tanzania: The Silent Clase Struggle®
and need not be elaborated here.

This outlook effectively counteracts the claims that
contemporary Africa is classless2and hence a class analyeis
cannot be undertaken with regard to it. Especially in the
countries where some nationalization measures have been
announced, the existence of antagonistic classes has bcen
repudiated, For it is claimed that an administrative ir
burcaucracy, together with working and peasant classes exist
in all socinlist countries. The problem of solving class
contradictions thus appears to be centred around fighting
"pural capitalism' and stopping the emergence of a "kulak!
class. These moves have fostered deceptive hopes that the

age of socialism is here, and perhaps a change of heart has
occured in the imperialists for they, after initial verbal
outbursts, now appear to be quite enthusiastic abouﬁ joint
ventures with countries 'on the road to socialism'. 3 But

in the light of the international perspective outlined above
these hopes are exposed as mere illusions, Once capitalism

is recognised as an international mode of production, and its
class-structure too is seen on an international plane, the

myth of classlessness is readily exposed. The neo-colonial
burcaucracy is in fact seen to be having a social base in the
international bourgeoisie, whose interests E?—EEFEEETVely serve
A burcaucracy is not a class. But in the neo-colonial frame-
work it is an outgrowth of and dependent on the class owning
and controlling production facilities of the capitalist world.
The bureaucracy is a key element in this classe's strivings

to capture the world market and resources. These propositions
we shall try to establish below.

120, Kenya's "Sessional Paper No. 10 on African
Socialism-and its Application to Planning
in Kenya''.

1ug, H, Ball, the Chairman of Lonrho Ltd., told

his company's annual meeting, 'We welcome

government participation in these businesses

for, in our view, the very fact that the govern-

ment will be a substantial shareholder will

assist in their future stability and expansion’."
Quoted in "Nationalizations and Management in Zambia",
by Paul Semonin (cyclostyled).

; 14This point is well illustrated .by C, Meillassox in
his "A Class Analysis of the Bureaucratic Process in
Mali", Journal of Development Studies, January 1970.
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(v) 8ogialiem Through Cooperation with Capllalista?

With modern teehnoelocy nt its disposal, and oommanding
gt rosources and the menns by whieh to defend and pesrpetuate
{taelf, capltaliom today is on the offensive to "contain" all

forces striving for soeiallom, l.e. striving to end privats
property in the means of production, Its military maohine is
jarger and bettor equiped, with bases all over the globe and
in action whercover oloavapes appear In the system. Its
gtrategy lowards the socinlist world apponrs te be one of
congquest by abeorption and apsimilation. Tt is beyond the
geope of this essany to explore this furcher, and moreover our
main concern is with Lthe etratepgy of the monopolies towards
the satelite nations = the wso=called Third World, This can
be summarized as follows:

(i) Maintenance of nn opun=door polioy for foreign
capitalj either by allowing direct investments
or through partnerships.

(1i) Guaranteod supply of key raw materials.

(iii) Secure and expanding rarkets for articles manu-
factured in the indusirinl centros.

(iv) Maintaining them in the capitnlist system by .
financial, political and military control. With
the rise of the dollar ns the international basio
for e¢xchange, and increasing role of the U.G6, as
the world's banker, the financial control of weaker
nations has become tighter. Toreign "aid" to
"solve" balance of paymonts difficulties or to
balance the budpget nlso helps in this procoess.

(v) Militarization of stratepic areas to prevoent
contraction of the system. Hence a larpge part of
the foreipgn assistanco programme is devoted to
providing arms to conscrvative regimes.

And it is our task to find the relationship between these
aims and the recent wave of nationalizations over Africa.
- Arc the 'nationalizations' in harmony with the interests of
the monopolistic concerns or do they come into conflict with
them? To determine this we shall embark on a few casc studies,

SIERRA LEONE:

Towards the cnd of 1967, Prime Minister Siaka Stevens
announced the ‘acquisition of 51% shareholding by the govern=-
ment.of the four bipg mining companies operating in the country,
"Full and Fair'" compensation was promised. The management
of the "nationalized" eng:rprisecs was to remain in the hands
of foreign firms. It was also reported that United Africa
Company and other cstablished merchant firms were unlikely to
closc dowh their operations because of the new measures. In
the "nationalized" enterprises the government policy was one
of imposing a wages restrain in general. Prior to the
take-overs, the workers had been clamouring for higher wages.
It was also reported that,

"He (the Prime Minister) also claims that his present
plan, by ending Sierra Leone foars of 'foreign'domi-
nation' ends too the danger of outright take-over of
the mines...s So'Mr. Stevens may not be taking any
serious rigk by his takcovers, provided that the
existing mining companies are ready to continue as
managers - particularly important to DELCO, which
recently concluded a long term contract with Japan
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for its ore, which, by'presen; world standards is
not of the highest quality."?

0f course, the minin;, firms are ready to act as managers
when the riske involved are-less and fees are high.

MAURETANIA:

Under the presidency of Moukhtar Ould Daddah, Mauretania
is reputed to have a 'socialist' type of regime. Militant
left wing pronouncements regarding foreign affaire and patricti,
sentiments are not uncommon. There is a one-party systenm,
togother with a rubber-stamp parliament. As an indicator of
ite solidarity with the socialist countries, the government
invited 400 -Chinese rice experts and technical assistance
personnel to help with various deyelopment projects. Generally
there is some revolutionary fervour amongst students and poli-
ticians. Beneath the surface, however, the situation is one of
"peaceful co-existence". Great care has been taken not to
antagonise any U.S. interests. In May last year, Global Marine,
an exploration subsidiary of Standard Oil of Indiana, started
working on the first oil well in the country. Some French
companies have been awarded rights to mine '"rare earth metals".
A mixed povernment and private mining company, MIFERMA, has
peen established to exploit the ferrous deposits, 44.6% of the
interests in this company arc South African, and the exports
of iron ore in 1969 amounted to eight million tons. Some
Spanish enterprises have entered into partnership with the
government to set up a major fishing industry. West Germany
assisted in the construction of a government printing plant.
The army is being trained by France. It is also reported that
urban unemployment is soaring as a result of mass influx of the
people to the cities, In 1960 the city population was only
6,000 but in 1969 it had risen to 35,000 and was still increasin

CONGO (KINSHASA):

The 'Congolization' of Union Miniere by General Mobautu
came as a surprise to many, both leftist and rightist alikee.
Initially it aroused a lot of Belgian hostility but the dispute
was settled amicably by both parties. The compensation terms
were as follows: Union Miniere would get 6% of the total value
of copper, cobalt and other minerals produced by GEMICON, the
newly set up body, for the next 15 years and a 25 year agreement
-for technical cooperation was singh©%as well.

"This will mean that Societe Generale des Minerales

will now have a direct interest in developing Katanga's
copper (which has been stapnating for some time) while
subsidiaries of Societe Generale, Belgium's giant
holding company will be involved in the excavation,

refining, insuring, Shigping and selling of Congo's
noct valuable export.!” -

What else could be more preferable? Mobutu's iron rule
has brought 'stability' to the nation after years of turmoil.
Ang opposition has been terrorized and even students have been
brutally murdered. In this atmosphere of 'law and order'
American business interests have slowly crept in. And imports,
mainly from Western Europe and the U.S.A. have rocketed up
from #64 million in 1967 to $115 million in 1968,

15 pfrica Confidential, 19.12-1969

16 1pid, 21.11.1969.
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LIBZa:
Libzia

“The army coup d'etat that overthrew the arch-reactionary
regime of King Idris was lons, overdue. The povernment exhibited
jts militancy by taking a firm stand on the middle-east crisis
and by ordering the U.S. to evacuate the Wheelus air base. On
the economic front, althourh the new repgime has threatened to
raise prices of crude o0il, the situation is not very differont.
Libya depends on crude oil for 99% of her export earnings.
Foreipgn involvement in oil and mining is quite extensive with
ESSO bein- one of the most prominent companies operating in Libya,
The iovernment in 1969 set up Lipetco, a joint company, in
partnership with SLILL B.P., Ashlands (U.S.,) and ENI (Italy).
SHELL has been awarded a £15 million contract to build an o0il
refinery. HNecotiations were being carried on with some German
firms for mineral prospecting rights and also for sectting up
a joint petrochemical industry. It was also reported that some
Japanese firms were sccking o0il concessions. The government hag
also placed an order of some 100 mirage jets from France.

ZAMBIA:

Zambia has been in the news recently with its 'nationali-
zations', .said to be in accordance with the philosophy of
HUMANISM prevalent there. The initial pronouncements were
made at Mulungushi, in which wholesale and retail trade was
partially taken over by the government. Some five major
companics, with extensive shop networRs were involved. This
was followed up by the government's acquisition of 51% of
shareholdings of two major mining companies operating in the
country, the Anglo-=American Corporation and the Roan Selection
Trust. There was to be no change in the management and
compensation was to be paid from future dividends. Paul Semonin
has made an interesting study of this and we shall quote at
length from him: 17

"At the heart of the Zambian economy are two corporate
giants, Roan Selection Trust and the Anglo-American -
Corporation, whose taxes have annually contributed over
half of all povernment revenue. RST is 85% American
owned with American Metal Climax having a 44% share.
Anglo-American, despite its name is a British and South
African firm connected with the vast financial empire of
Harry Oppenheimer...(After the announcement of government
participation) with the additional income from their fee
for management services plus 49% shareholidigs, the
companies will probably be able to increase the amount
of dividends repatriated since their profits will now
be exempted from the 50% - 30% formula. Ian MacGregor,
President of American Metal Climax, recently told an
audience of security analysts that the near-term earnings
of his company wouldn't suffer "much of a dent" from
the Zambian takeover. Spokesmen for SHELL B,P., whose
marketing orpganization controls about one half of Zambia's
market for petroleum prodgcts, claim that the initiative
for the government's newly announced 51% participation in
their operation came from the company and '"was a good

business deal.'

Oné of the trading companies affected was Campbell, Booker
& Carter. It was merged with the Zambian National Wholesale
Corporation of Zambia, Ltd. Regarding it, Semonin says:

17pPaul Semonin, op. cit.
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"The parent firm of C.B.C., Booker McConnell, Ltd., hag

2 lon- colonial record of having oripinated in the sucap
plantations of the Carribean in the early 19th century,
However Jack Campbell, the retiring chief executive of
Booker McConmell, has the kind of social conscience whie;
hris become the popular cry of the American corporate 1
community recently, 'Profits’, hc says, ‘should not be
the sole motivation of businessmen', He has been largely
responsible for the policy of accomodation to national
intercsts which led to his company's successful apgreemeng
with the Zambians. The company:s policy of allying itse)]
with the government has actually solidified its grip on
the Zambian market in the process of sharing ownership,
That the operation was nct éntirely altruistic is
demonstrated by the fact that the company's annual
turnover had doubled bty the end of 1968."

In the copperbelt a sich of relief was breathed by the
mining companies for the government participation increased the
hopes of putting down industriel unrest, which had been a consi
feature of the past and disciplining the area's volatile labour
force, In the past the strikes wzore ceen as apainst alien
domination, but now the state was involved in the enterprise.

LR R A S A 2 5

From the sketchy evidence presented here it can be discerr
that the so-called takzovers are not only not inimical to the
intern~tional capitalist interests but in fact beneficial to
them., They fit in their lonpg-tern strategy of survival
and expansion in an unstable world. The monopolies are ready
to sancrifice short-tern losses (e.;;. stoppage outflow of parti:
profits as arresult of state intcrvention), to secure this
goal. These types of 'nationalization' by creating an atmosphe
of political stability and diluting class-consciousness, creatc
the ideal environment in which imperialism can operate. Bigger
and sccurec markets are the fruits and jpuaranteed supplies of
raw materials and minerals the rewarde

Exhorbitant management and patent right fees, awarding of
contracts to make feasibili.y =tudies and other devices secure
for them more of the surplus produced in the satelite economie
They decide the investment policies of che joint-enterprisgs,
thereby destroying angt dreams of 'economic independence'.1
The question of creating a nationalky integrated and self-reli
ecconomy of course never arises in the meetings of the board
of directors. The economy remains ‘éssentially an export
oriented and a tradéng cconsmy. The emphasis remains on
infrastructural development and primary production. The only
jndustrial "development" that occurs is in the field of
processing, asscmbly plants, luxurious consumer goods, etcs
A foreign exchange mania grips the national policy makers.
Tourism is promoted at break-neck zpeed. But most of whatever
foreign exchange is carned 1s; reacily eaten up by. the
conspicuous consumption of the bureaucrats and the privileged
strata.. The widening town-country gap, which the new measures
are supposed to alleviate, in fact gathers unprecendedted

181Most successful projécts have beén achieved without
hard and fast recquirements for certain rigid
percentapges of stock-ovnership. The important
element is that there be a meeting of minds at the
beginning as to who does what..., who manages and
controls. Under these circumstances, a minority
shareholder can in fact functionally not only
manage, but control the enterprise.'-

W.H. Beatty, Vice President, Chase Manhattan Bank,

quoted in Semonin, op.cit. ' :
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momentums The paraphernalia of sumptuous offices and reside=
ntial quarters are part of the same trend,

This increasing cconomic depondency ean, in the long run,
only lead to political enslavement. The immediate effects
of burcaucratic capitalism are ideological confusion and
general anti-intellecfualism, The masses are mystified by
idealist phrase-mongering whilst corruption and pseudo-militancy
co-exist and thrive in the political circles, The more the
roality becomes apparent, the more insistence there is that
the nation is on the right difection to the envisaged utopia
of 'human equality and dignity'.

(¢) "MAPINDUZI SIYO LELEMAMAM 'Y

According to a learned gentleman from Cambridge University,20
it is essential for the underdeveloped countries to cooperate
with the already developed nations - Western, of course, if
they want to conquer poverty., The fact that their very
underdevelopment is a result of forcible cooperation with
the industrial centres of capitalism, he chose to ignore.
However, it is our assertion that a break with imperialism is
a precondition for socialism and cconomic advancement. This
break involves a shifting of control of state power from
the hands of the neo-colonial bureaucracy to a revolutionary
vanguard party. The armed power of the state is effectively
transferred to the hands of the working and peasant classes.
This creates the framework within which new cconomic policies
can be put into operation, monetary links with international
financial centres be severed and energies of the nation can
be mobilized for reconstruction and defense. Solidarity with
socialist countries is a key step towards success. With
socialization of the mecans of production, surplus outflow is
effectively curbed and centralized planning ensures the rational
allocation of resources in key sectors of the economy. Heavy
industries, agriculture, and manufacture - of consumer
necessities receive top priority fdr’;apid_development.

'~ ‘It is often said that thc above mentioned measures are
either gtopian or not economic. Various real or imaginary
constranints are pointed out. It is pointed out that the
" underdeveloped nations do not possess the 'know how! for
industrial  take-off. Forgotten is tha fact that no country
sbarted off equipped with the required skilled manpower and
that a tremendous’ brain drain exists in the satelite countries
in favour of the industrial centres. The constraints pointed
out by the pragmatic economists exist within the present
socio=economic structure and their solutions cannot be
envisaged under the same structure. . It is only when a radical
reorganisationvla possibility never considered by these /occurs,
pragmatists, that the theories can be turned to realities.

As régards the success achieved by the U,S.S,R. and
Feople's China, these -are considered to be exceptional cases
due to size, available ‘resources, etc. But bourgeois

< . i s D - - e

191Revolution is not like dancing" - Nyerere.

20Primé Minister Li'ann Yew of Singapore, speaking
at.the University of Dar es Salaam towards the end
of the first term of this academic year.
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economists have maintained almost total silence about the
People's Democratic Republic of Korea. In its size, populati g
resourccs and historical background it resembles many under-
developed nations. Its population is 13 million, slightly
above that of Tanzania. Its history is one of colonial
oppression and the legacy it inherited from colonial rule was
one of poverty, squalor and misery. Yet in a period of twenty
five years, following gencrally the strategy indicated above

it has been transformed to an industrialized and rich country.
Let us illustrate by some facts and figures.

The three year (1950 - 1953) war saw the economy on the
verge of collapse, the damage running up to 4201 million wons
(Korean monetary unit). With generous aid from socialist
countries, the gigantic task of reconstruction began. Today
all thec debts have been repaid. The structural transformation
of the cconomy is shown by the following table:

CONTRIBUTION TO G.N.P.

“Agriculture

Year - & Fishing ihdustriés
% %

1946 72 ' 28

9970 | el 76

The Republic is now 95% self-sufficient in machinery.
Things like electric lomomotives, tractors, bull-dozers, buses
etc are self-manufactured. Today as much industrial goods
arc manufactured in two weeks as all of Korea produced in a
year before the revolution. It even exports manufactured
goods, and heavy equipment. The real income of people has
gone up more than 2.5 times in the last 25 years and the
national income has risen ten times since 1953. Even though
80% of the land is not suitable for acriculture, North Korea
ig self-sufficient in food products. Since liberation the
grain crop has almost trebled with more than 25000 tractors
... operating in the fields. Agriculture is-mainly organized

in huge state farms and cooperatives although there is'a
small private sector in the countrgside:

. The Koreans attribute their advancement to the Juche
principle - "reliance on own forces" and to Kim Il Sung's
. interpretation of Lenin’s dictum: "Communism is Soviet

Tl\ Power plus Electrification',

~*:MIt means no less than the dictatorship of the proletariat.
It therefore means that the state of the working class
sﬁould-continue the class struggle and carry out ideo-
“logical and cultural revolution to.remould.the consciousne
‘0of the people and enhance their technical and cultural
level, and accomplish the task of working-classizing

21The statistics cited here are taken from:

(i) North Korea: A Casc of Real Development by E. Brun
in Monthly Review, June 1970, :
(ii) Moscow News, 15.8.1970




(34)

and revolutionizing the whole society. By slectrifi-
cation is meant that technology should be developed

to such a high level a8 to be able to make all the
production process automatic and the mwteréul production
basies of society be preatly consolidated,"ee

Towards this end, the Korean pcople have rapidly advanced,
The population is (enerally well-fed and well-clothed, More
than 35 million square metres of housing has been built since
the war. 93% of the total households have electricity supply
and so have 95% of the villages in the countryside. Housing
in rural areas is free and taxes-in-kind have been abolished,
Most of the villages have health contres,a} and cultural
~and political centres. In education tco, huge strides have
been accomplished. There is nine years compulsory education
for all, Every fourth citizen in the country is studying.
Tcday North Koreca has some 10.000 educaticnal establishments,
including about 100 institutions of higher learning. Visitors
to North Korea are surprised at the general absence of
burcaucratic excesses and the robust physical and mental health
of the pecople.

(d) CONCLUSTION:

- It would be tantamount to complete lack of confidence in
our people, If we assume that what others have done¢ we cannot
dos Then we shall have abdicated all the rights to be called
socialists.  But then it would be extremely naive to think that
this can be done in isolation. Economic independence does
not mean autarky. We have to utilize all the scientific wealth
of mankind for our task. We need to have scientific ideological
conceptions and cooperate with fellow socialists,

_ But it is ourisubmission that it would be the height of
naivety to think that we can build socialism and develop
economically in harmony with/the cooperation of our exploiters.au
Capitalism and socialism are mutually exclusive. And the multi-
national corporations are today the masters of the capitalist
world. ; R |

It hds been wiéely said that "Those who fail to learn
from history arc doomed to repeat it!" Let us learn and struggle.

I EEEIEERRERE YR

22Kkim Il Sung, On Some Theoreti¥al Problems of
Socialist Economy (Pyongyang: 1969).

23 Number of Doctors per 10,000 people
Year ' Ni Korea U.S.S.R. Europe & N.America
1949 P v 8
1966 - 25 15 - 18
1970 12 - -

2kphe N,D.C. anngal report for 1969 has the following to
say on- the question of cooperation with capitalist mono-
polies: "From the performance of our many companies,
it is clear that this international cooperation is
proving to be mutually beneficial. The corporation looks
forward to a continuation of this trend in the years ahead.!
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by Y. M. Museveni

I have read through comrade Shivji's speecinl
contribution to "CHECHE" with much interest and relicf,
I have read it with interest because it is obviously very
interesting. I think cven the petty bourpgeoisie ought to
concede that much,

It is the relief with which I read it that is more
important. I am relieved because "CHECHE" and the special
publication are a manifestation of the fact’ that the
TYL=USARF revolutionary tradition has become a permanent
feature of College and, indeed, Tanganian politics., The
petty bourgeois wishful-thinkers, at the College and outside
it, audibly and visibly pinned their hopes on the fact that t
revolutionary activitics at the University, which had assumed
a definite, solid, ideolopical colouring from 1967 on, were
a passing phenomenon. They consoled themselves in the hope
that with the departure from the College of certain "lunatics
and "fanatics'" the conscious anti. 1mp0r1a1iat struggles
would wind up and cease.

_ A scientific analysis of history will reveal that where

there is oppression, .as of the type that the African peoples
are subjected to by imperialism to-day, there will always
‘be resistance of various forms and this will be always be
articulated by spokeonen of one type or another., Until the
conditions which force pcople into struggling are eliminated
- i.es until in our case imperialism is strangled - there
will always be struggles and there will always be spokesmen
of such struggles. : J

The "CHECHE" special publication by Issa Shivji has
confirmed this truism. What the founders of USARF and later
on the leaders of the radicalised TYL University Branch
were saying and doing .was not given form and content by the
eccentricity of the individuals concerncéd; it emanated from
the situation in which the African to-day finds himself.
and talking about this sad reality, the rythless exploitation
of the Blackman for four centuries, cannot be a passing
phenomenon. The quality of discussion in the special
publication, the rcvolutlona*y activities the Students have
engaged in since the last academic ycar and the general
qualitative change in the student anti-imperialist strhggle
all go a long way to confirm this truth.  Theory-is the™
basis of practice.

"CHECHE's" contribution to the overall struggle against
bourgeois confusionism is most admirable. The enemy's best
weapon now is_tha lack of consciousness on the part of the
masses and all oppressed strata. As long as the enemy
~continues to convince us of our impotence in terms of
potential to shake off oppression, convince us that the best
way to "develop" is to squander our foreign exchange through
"Karadha" and influx of foreipn manufactured luxury goods
to cater for the self-indulgence of the petty-bourgeoisie,
rely on attracting foreipgn investment whose result is to
bleed the resources of the country through the repatriation
of profits, consultancy and management fees, etc. the chances
of our emancipation will remain ‘¢dim., But once we are
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convinced of our inherent ability to eheks off ecolopialism
throuph determined strupcle, of our capacity to comquer poverty,
ignorance and discase throupgh the lifquidatico of the ioperialist
hold: over our resourccs and, penerally, our productive forces,
and of our ability to develop through socialism, we ghall
certainly overcome cur cutstandinec problems. Bince the main
stumbling block is percepticon, ideclopicel conscicusness,
WCHECHE's" contribution ie inestimable in value, The encnmy's
ascendence over us survives,only as lofig as we are not aware

of why and how we should liquidate nim. Hence like rats

which bite your feet and simultaneously sootbe you so- that jou
do not feel the effect, bourpgeois scholars dc everything to
Jull us into sleep while the pillapge of cur rescurces intensifies
anC assumcs more¢ sophisticated forms. That ie why o
contributicn like that cf Shivji is of great velue., Once a
"native! who has been sleeping in his mus. and thatch hut

wakes up, the rats which have been chopping at his feet scuttle
in all directions. Let ue not be induced into ideological
slumber any more.

I should like to reiterate the point that nationalization
by itself does not mean much as far as the fight against
poverty, disease, and ignorance of our people is comcerned,
Nationalization, unless it ie an integral part of the pgeneral
onslaught against the imperialist strangle-nold over our
resources, usually means morec security and facilities for
imperialist plunder of the concemned nation's resources since
the local ruling social stratum becébmes an interested partner
in the whole exercise, Hence, we micht get a2 situation where
the para-military police of 2 nation are ranged zgzinst
striking workers, who may be demanding gheir legitimate rights,
under the banner of not allowing disruptive elements" to
"hold at ransom" the macses of the people who "hold 60% or
_50%" intcrests in an imperialist initiated concern. The
. reactionary vested interests would use such government
participation to - for example - strangle workers' intercsis,
All exploitation would then be carried out in the name of
the people, v

& Nationalization has, usually, got two obviocus advantages:
reclaiming the decision-making power so as to be in a position
’Lo'direct.the national economy toc the betterment of the lot
of one's people and particularly and as an immediate conse-
quence, the stopping of the outflow of foreigniexchange
through the repatriation of profits, interests, etc "earped"
by foreign investment. When one commits oneself to the
paying of ' compensation to the enemy for the supposed
confiscation of the latter's concerns, which compensition

- must be in foreign exchange and not in local currency, then

. obviously one is nullifying cne's declared aim of stopping
the outflow of foreign exchange because foreipn exchange
contlnues to flow out. Similarly, when one gets involved

in agreements with imperialist agencies to manage or be
consultants of one's supposedly socialist institutions, it
should be fairly obvious that the imperialists will manage
those institutions in only one direction: towards the
perpetuation of international domination of one's economy.

I personally find much difficulty in comin; round to believe
that capitalists can benevolently advise one as to the best

- wayse of building sccialism which primarily means the
extrication of our economies from the international capitalist

system. .

Sy

it is clear that the imperialists today hope to go on
exploiting Africa through partnerships with either the state
or logal capitalists, and reaping the fruits, as Shivji has
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efficiently demonstrated, in the form of management and
techni¢cal consultancy fees, minority share-holdings, ectec,
All these have pot the same tactical value, a8 far as
imperialiem is concerned, as the supposed "abolition" of
slavery and the supposed granting of "independence" to
former colonies had. It was all appearances while the
esscnce remained unaltered; and our leaders must be careful
of this.  The acid test of all the measures taken in
Uganda, Tanzania, Zambia, etc. is whether they fundamentally
alter our dependence on imperialist economies in all aspects:
cegs for markets, technology and management techniques,
production of the essentials of life, etc. This is
another way of saying that to be meaningful, nationalizations
in our countries must help us to sever all adverse relations
with foreipn economies and help us to evolve healthy, inte-
grated cconomies with self-sustained economic growth. This,
for instance, inevitably mecans that these measures must lead
to industrialization (both heavy and light industry) to be
meaningful whenever we are talking of anti-imperialism.
0f course the strategic aim of this industrialization and
efforts for all-round development is the emancipation of our
national resources from imperialist .strangulation and, above
all, the emancipation of our people from poverty, ignorance
and disease. Our strategic aim whenever we talk of socialism,
industrialization, etc is man. Being in partnership with
imperialism, unless it is for tactical reasons in the short
run, - and even then it ought to be accompanied by certain
~other factors (strict control of expenditute on luxury goods
among them) almost immediately, is simply playing in the -
hands of the enemy.

Finally, I would like to make a small point regarding the
possibilities of independent political action by some .of the
progressive leaders who have '""betrayed" their petty bourgeois
classe ~Shivji mentions Mwalimu Nyerere's show-down with ‘the
Germans and the British as. instance of such independent
political action. While such instances (and I am not in
conflict with Shivji - I only wish to stress the point) must
be applauded, it must also be pointed out that usually such
leaders fail to create a social base to defend such revolutionar;
actions. Nkhrumah, Keita, Sihanouk (although because of“the
general situation in Indo-China resistance has sprung up in
the latter's case) and their unfortunate cases show that a

“revolutionary foreign policy.is not all people need, ‘It must

. be based on definite dynamics within; the:relevant society.

Plainly, tpeﬁworkers and peasants must be:educated and must

be given a Stake into the system soithat they are induced to

defend it and fight imperialism at the appropriate time. It

is in this context that I personally applaud Tanzania's' moves

in .abolishing perspnal tax as far:as the peasants and workers

are concerned, cattle dip feces, secondary school fees, etc.

and the inauguration of the recent programmes of mass education,

workers' participation in management, not to mention the

formation of people's militia in the South. Not least in

importance is of course .the construction of the Uhuru Railway

to Zambia, . - g b i
" be ; : w0 ey

RS should’most encouraged even more if Tanzania' further

lengthencé this list of benefits to the masses by inoluding

free and compulsory primary education, housing for workers in

towns and superior facilities for peasants in ujamaa villages,

etc. The bureaucrats and the reactionaries will throw up their

arms and declare that such programmes are unrealistic, They

are realisticl All we need is to severely cut down the huge

amounts of foreign exchange (e.g. sh&. 57 million that leaves

Tanzania annua}ly-to educate some four thousand children of
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the petty bourgeoisie outside Tanzania) ‘ that
are leaving Uganda, Tanzanzn, Zambia, etec to satisfy the
gelf-indulgence of the national petty bourpeoisie and their
fat wives. These hige amounts would be diverted into the
relevant industries that would cenable us to thus improve
the lives of our pcople. Every peasant, every worker,
would rise up and defend sych a revolutionary leadership
against imperialism. Peasants and workers, not being
philosophers but men of water and ugali, are not very
much impressed by what Mazrui called "documentary

radicalism" - i.e. documents of a revolutionary character.
They tend to be impressed by revolutionary practice.

'
9 ]
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ST U P A M-AROS

Consciousness bursting “the' ' -
barficades of reactions

convergence on

- the citadel = ..
the city flooded with -
cocktails of repression,-
prison-cells littered
with tortured comrades.

The rattling ‘that is

the consciousness.

The fiery arrowhead,
the polished!Mau Mau.

Here take this other
cocktail, of-molotov.

Throw it!

Mauri Yambo.



(i Poem by Mauri Yambo)

We are

The fresh waves of the sea -

We are the newness which before
The old ones lost their grips
Merging with the horizon,

Gained a solid foothold

In this latter epoch

(Ours is the grip of sca-depths) -
ind we owe much to the gone waves.

For we face subtler
idversaries than ever they bargained for
And arc on missions
They did not envisage
We dare harbour no
vagueness
ind we dare approach
no coral reef
Nor any islet
In the old formations:
Regard the diarrhoeic leakages
v from oil-tankers
Regard the rife pollution!

We are the fresh waves
Embracing the african coast
Guarding too and scrubbing

We are the waves

Which feed the Monsoons

And thc Trade Winds

Which quench the subduing thirst
Of Mother and bring

Her cool and respite

ile are the waves

Which rush to ghe shredded lips
0f the Nile and the Niger

find the Congo and the Zambezi
Eager to finally put

in end to the much-too-much
Outflow.

For we are

The fresh ones of the seca

And the 0ld tactics

Fit us not

and we struggle in hope

For the new day =

wWhen the people shall dlscard
the last

0f their shackies

And, wey South, drive Vorster

To the sea -

We darc not advance on any foe
(Even those we think we know)
Like troops with eyes closed

snd heads turned sideways -

No matter with what militancy

or what courageé.
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By John 8. Saul

¥NYERERE ON SOCIALISM"
by Julius K. Nyerere, (0.U.,P. 1969).

This small volume reprints the introductions to the
president's two previously published collections of speeches
with the deliberate intention, as noted in the nuthor's brief
preface of stimulating further general discussion of cocialist
principles and practice in Tanzania. The volume is, in fact,
explicitly directed to "the residents of our towns, the studente
of the University and other higher cducation institutions, and
even our secondary school pupils" for whom considerations of
theory arc stated to be of more pressing interest than for "our
people in the villages". In effect, as the prefacc and indeed
the title itsclf make clear, the intention is to epitomize the
President's own theoretical position in comparison with certain
main currents of socialist discussion. Significantly, when
reread in this light and when underscored by the very nature of
sych a volume, several points about the President's, position
suggest themselves more forcibly than might otherwise be the case.

As usual the President writes with considerable sgrength
and vigour., In particular, the quality of the moral commitment
which underpins Nyerere's activities is clearly and forcefully
articulated., There is nothing new in his attempt to place 'Man
at the centre of socialist concern, but his discussion impresses
one as being powerful and deeply felt. Furthermore, this
emphasis serves to ground a concern for democracy under ococialisn
which is important, and to stimulate a discussion of violence
which, cven if not completely convincing to very reader, has
the considerable virtue of seeing both its positive and negative
features and some of the ambiguities which must always attach
to the use of force in politics.

It is when the President turns to more theoretical
concerns, however, that socialists may wish to dcbate with him
more strenuously. One possible point of issuc might involve
the President's usc of the concept of "African Socialism" and
in connection with this, his discussion of Tanzania's present
inheritance from the traditional social practicés which have
characterized her various peoples. The President is clearly
correct.in emphasizing; the irreducible specificity of African
socianlist experiments; no one, of whatever theoretical
| persuasion, would deny that the particular circumstances of the
' continent will affect the character of sfch expcriments in
distinctive ways. What is never sufficiently clear.is just
how far the President wishes to take such an argument.

He suggests that the norms of '"mutual respect, sharing
and work!" characteristic of '"'the traditional African family"
are at the core of his own conception of "African socialism",
yet he recognizes clearly that colonialism has caten away much
of that legacy, and that, in any event, the vastly enlarged
scale upon which contemporary socialist societics must operate
“has introduced many novel considerations and pressures. 1Is
traditional "Ujamaa" (to the extent that it ever existed in
some reasonably undefined form) to be considered, on the one
hand, as bein; primarily an instryctive analogy or even,
perhaps, a factor which reinforces the moral imperative of
equality by giving it a powerful historical legitimacy?

Or, on the other hand, is it a more active principle - a
Cultural residue which even now underlies people's motivations
ﬁn the broader society in which they live and only remains to
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be activated by favourable circumstances in order to puarantes
the success of contemporary socialist experiments?

This is no mere academic concern: the further onc feclz
contemporary African socicties have moved from a living
tradition of ujaman, for example, the more centrality one is
likely to give to the imperatives of class struggle as the
key to further advance. Phrased too broadly "African socialisy
can become a means of papering over the growing contradictions
of Africa, as has so often been the case elsewherc on the
continent. While it would be unfair to indict the Prepident
too scverely on this score, as he has done more than any other
African leader to identify the growing differentiations in
African societies, nonctheless one remains uncasy about a
certain lack of analytical precision with reference to this
* subject.

Another (perhaps related) aspect of the President's
position, which emerges with some clarity from the introductior
to his second book, is his apparent hostility to Marxism. In
a world in which most successful socialist experiences have
heretofore found their theoretical sustenance and guide to
practice in the Marxist tradition this is in itself worthy of
note. Unfortunately, it must also be noted that in his
legitimate desire to distance himself from the parodic’
"Marxism-Leninism'" of too many European "socialist! experiJnezzt:
(and in this way, perhaps, to further dramatize in quasi-
theoretical terms his political 'non- alignment")1l
Nyerere tends himself to caricature bhat tradition. The fact
that political leaders as admirable as Mao, Ho Chl-Mlnh,
@ramsci, Castro, intellectuals as sensitive as.Sartre,,
Hobsbawn, Sweezy, Deutscher (not to'mention a (rowing number
of African militants) would identify themselves as Marxists
suggests that the intellectual framework which underlies their
practice should be taken more seriously than Nyerere has done
here; clearly, Marxism is no mere museum-plece from the last
century to be lightly compared with, say, the thought of Robert
. Owen. (It might also be observed, parenthetically, that
neither Mao, Ho nor Castro has felt that using a Marxist
framework of analysis dictated their slavishly bulldlnb
capitalism in their homelands before. ambarklnb on the task of
socialist construction, as the President might seem to imply!)

In briefs then, the claims of Marxism as a method and
an evolving framework of analysis with some right of precedencs
over alternat1ve "scientific" approaches in the structuring of
inqhiry are never canvassed.- Moreover, the President's own
methodological injunction to "apply scientifit methods of
study in working out appropriate policies" and his observation
that "1 scientist works on the basis of the knowledge which
has been accumulated empirically..." may not take us far
beyond a dangerously oversimblified posivitism which leaves
significant methodological realms uncharted. In fact, when
one ‘considers the various remarks by the Pre51dent carefully
it ‘may even be suggested that our point has becn phrased too
narrowly. For in some sense the President seems suspicious
not merely of Marxism,fbut of any theory, conscious of the
danger that a "sociology", broadly conceived, can degenerate
into dogmatism.. But perhaps he over-reacts to that danger;

(1) Moreover, the President may be addressing himself
to certain Tanzanian activists who have sought,
" upon occassion,, to cloak opportunistic aspirations
in the hackneyed jargon of pseudo-Marxist dogme;
it has been tempting, perhaps, to over-react to the
danger -from those who either blind themselves or
confuse others in this way.
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the alternative, after all, can be an even nmore drngerous
excess of pragmatiem, a pragmatism which is founded upon
unconscioud and unexamined premises and which can become,
in practice, contradictory and self-defeating. 8uch a comment
should indicate that this is no more "academic'" 2 consideration
than our discussion of "African socialism'". Moreover, it is
also clear that some analyticzl frameworks arc better adapted
than others to illuminzating the realities of contemporary
1mper1hllsn and the specific character of domestic socio-economie
and ‘political structures; the merits of Marxisn will have to
be evaluated, eventually, not in the abstract, but in terms of
its ability to perform that task. At best, thercfcre, 2 number
of theorctICal questlons are left open in this sphere.

As the preccdiﬁg‘paragraph susgests, theory = analytical
frameworks - in turn puides practice., Giving order to complex
reality, it structures people's perceptions of the problems
which face them and helps define the range of alternative
strategies which they are prepared to contemplates Unfortunately
this brief review is not the place to inquire into the impact of
certain characteristic features of the President's thinking upon
his, and Tanzania's, practice, although such an undertaking would
be most illuminating. E Moreover, it must be noted that much
of the observation of substantive trends and developments in
Tanzania, and more generally in Africa, remains an impressive
testimony to the sensitivity of Nyerere's seemingly intuitive
insight. One thinks partlcularly, in this regard, .of the final
section of this book, "The Problem of Buildin; Socialism in an
Ex-Colonial Country".- Here one finds what 1s, in many of its
pﬁrtlculars, a richly suggestlve discourse,on crucial questions
concerning the ambiguities of the nationalist experience, the
possible costs inherent in merely Africanizing existing structurceo,
and (in effect) the réalities of false decolonizationj Tanzanion
historians, when tempted to settle for simple-minded nationalist
shibboleths in describing the transitional period from colonial

‘rule, will do well to ponder this message. '

Finally, it is precisely the 51tu1t10n s0 descrlbed
which Nyerere sees as providing the context for his dramatic
concludlnc challenge: ™"...we are NOT a socialist country. Our
work: has only just begun." Insofar as this work includes the

i dprive for further intellectual clarification of the ends and
means of Tanzania's socialism (as the Preface suggests to be
the case) it is cnough that the book under review provides 2

-yital starting- point. For the President's very desire to

/stimulate the discussion- necessary to such clarification must
be considered one of the more pronlslng poftents_for socialism

"’in ‘Tanzaniae

EEkE R E Rk
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2An attampt to explore this subject further
can be found in the present author's
forthcoming paper "African Soclallsn in One
Country: Tanzanla"




13y

Comrades,

I was rather alarmed at reading comrade Y, Museveni's
otherwise very good article entitled "My Three Years in
Tanzania" (Issue No. 2 of "CHECHE"). after befittingly
stating that while in Uganda he looked at Tanzania and
President Nyercre's leadership as sources of inspiratiom:
to all the struggling people of Africa, he then suddenly
states: "I looked on Tanzania as Africa's Prussia and
President Nyerere as our Bismarck."

What an anti-climax! . From some bourgcois intellectual
a comparison of prescnt Tanzania with Prussia and President
Nyerere with Bismarck would perhaps bc pardonable but from
somebody who claims to be a co-founder of the Socialist
Club and latter of the USARF this is tantamount to
intellectual criminality.

Wwhat was the essenée and character of the Prussian
state and who was Bismarck?

Marx states categorically that the Prussian March
Revolution must not be confused with the English Revolution
of 1648 or the French Revolution of 1789 which were
progressive in character. The Prussian bourgeoisie was
not, as the French of 1789, the class which represented
the whole of the then modern society as against the
representatives of the old society, the monarchy and the

nobility.

Beginning from 1850 there was a definitc recession into
the background of small states which only scrved as levers
of Prussian intrigues.

Bismarck who lived from 1815-1898 saw to the unification
of Germany under Prussian leadership., Hc was a champion
of the intcrests of the Prussian landowners and bourgeoisie
and a sworn cnemy of the workers and peasants. He was
highly contemptuous of parliamentary institutions and
constitutional methods. In 1862 he openly dcclared in the
Prussian Landtag (Parliament): "The unification of Germany
shall not be attained through'parliamentary specches and
debates - but blood and iron". He suppressed, the revoluti-
onary and democratic movements that existed cver since 1849.

ifter the French-Prussian.war, Prussia assumed
leadership in the German Empire. & new potential source
of rcaction and aggression appeared in Europe, greater
and dangerous than the Prussian kingdom.- Following the same
militaristic traditions of Prussia they later unleashed
two World Wars without precedent in the history of mankind.

In the face of thesc facts, it it not criminal to
compare President Nyerere with the militarist bourgeoisic
and landowner representative Bismarck? In calling Tanzania
a Prussia of Africa does the author imply that Tanzania has
some imperialistic ambitions in Africa?

Revolutionary greectings,

Mokhele Malie
Box 680, Morogoro, (South african)

TiNZaNIh,
P.T.O,
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I am certainly impressed with Comrade Malic's
. revolutionary vigilancc in questions of rUVOlutionary
' theory; and certainly his anplysis of Biemarck is largely

. corrects Whether one is impressed by Bismarck's achie-
~ yement in liquidating the old feudal, German principalitics
and knocking them together into a modern capitalist state,
one thing one cannot certainly say is that Bismarck was n
socialist or that he was not a shameless imperialist,
Bismarck certainly despised Parliamentary and péaceful
struggles although, from a different angle, we must not be
oblivious of their limitations either. It should be clear
that all the oppressive systems are maintained By the policy
of "blood and iron" and that only "blood and iren" will
liquidate thems °

But this cannot make us confuse reactionary vioclence - of
the Bismarck type - and revolutionary violencej although
initially when Bismarck was fighting to destroy the ocutmoded
German principalities, whose balkanised form and feudal
structure fettered the advancement of the level of productiv.
forces, his violence had a revolutionary character. Once we
accept that capitalism is an advancement from feudalism,
that the bourgeoisie are more modern a class than the
feudalists, then we can see Bismarck as a revolutionary
force for a limited duration. It is when Bismarck tyrns on

the working class movement and on the socialists and
suppresses struggles for democratic freedom, that his
violence comes out as a most reactlonary force.

It is true, of course, that all bourgeois revolutions are
potentially reactlonary as far as the interests of workers
and socialism are concerned - unless they are led or taken
over by socialists - as in China and Russia. The English
revolution of 1648 - which my brother seems to praise -can
of course be praised only in as far as it reprcsented the
ascendence of capitalism, a modern force, over a more
‘backward social formation. But, what did it mean to, say,
the Afrlcans, Red Indians, the Maoris? It meant slavery
and extermination by the m1I110ns, uprootment of our
finest youth from the contlnent, retardation and disruption
of our harmonious social development, etce The mere fact
that my brother is living in exile in Morogoro is indirectly
connected with that English Revolution of 1648,

Maybe Marx sees the difference between the English
and Prussian revolutions because he was talking about
European societies and their struggles for democratic
freedoms.- But I, as a '"megro", find it very difficult to
scc the difference because.British, French and German
capitalisms have meant the same to me. That is why Fanon's
exhortation that in colonial questions it is necessary to
"stretch Marxism" a little is very apt. I suggest that
with regard to Marx's '"categorical" ability to sece
difference between.German, British, and French capitalisms,
ve better so creatively apply Marxism - as a colonised
people - that we do not see that dlfference because there
is none. i

I wish some militaristic Afficaﬁ could knock together
Uganda, Kenya, Tnnzani s, Zambia, Ruanda, Burundi, etc. to
form one state.’ But bur ‘bourgeoisic is incapable of even
aspiring, unlike the German, Italian (etc) bourgdoisie to
build capitalism. Comprador capitalism is all they are
capable of.

Turn to page 47
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Comrades,

I oust say that I have been impressed by the 'CHECHE"
special publication on "Panzania: The Silcnt Class Strugglen,
But one point has struck me as a very serious deviation
from the road to the triumph of socialism in, Tanzania,

Rural resettlement is a very important strategy in the
achievement of socialism. ;

It is impossible to start a collective village in a
populous area unless and until we know the forces that are
for and against such a move. Hence it is . in line to
recognise' that there is rural stratification in.gertain
areas., If this is a "...mistaken over-cmphasis especially
on the part of those who comec with fixed ideas about classes

-and appear to sece classes ecverywhere...'' perhaps the author

of the article can suggest reasons why so far TANU has been
biting round the problem of rural resettlement!

There are problems confronting us. Let us look down
on them and not gaze at the moon. It wcould be naive to
suggest thnt in a given village ‘(under capitalist settlement)
a landrover owner (rich. peasant) ‘will gladly join hands

with » a very poor peasant to form ‘an_ujamaa V1llageov The

rich peasant's reluctance constitutes a problem of some
magnitude. . - :

Unllke the author, I look at rural rcsettlement as a
bulwark against the lnterpatlonal capitalist system. It is
necessary to disengage ourselves from the system, but our
industrialisation and the development of infragtructure

" must be financed by our agriculgural produce. We cannot

do this unless agriculture is made more cfficient and

" productive -'th:ough a: soclallst transformation and.

resettlement,

I suspect that the author's lack of understanding of
the rural stratification problem has led him to dismiss
it as "mlsleadlng" This in itself is subjcctivism - a
disease he himself abhors. . But I must admit.that our
difference is one of outlook and emphasis.

Revolutionary greetings,

C.I, Shivachi
University of Dar es Salaam. o

—

Comrades,

. May I comment on the "Nairobi Diary" by Iconoélast

“which appeared in "CHECHE" No. 2. I intend first to point

out some inaccuracies made by Iconoclast, and second to
attempt an assessment of the position of revolutionaries
at the University of Nairobi and in Kenya as a whole.

The comment on the "bauciﬁy and loW quality" of the
reading materiels in the }iprary of the University of
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Nairobi is innacurate especially when compafed with the
1ibrary of the Univdrsity of Daf ob Salaam, A%’ faitebi they
have books by Baran, Sweezy, Fanon, Du Dois, and many other
revolutionaries. Besides they also have books by Nikrumah,
Dumont, Grecene, and a host of other progressive literature.
The empha51s is of coursec on bourgeois philosophy and
economics, with Keynes, Samuelson, Galbraith and others of
she kind dominating. But certainly the ‘works of Marx,

Engels and Lcnin are .also to be found,.

‘ I do not thlnk that the library of the University of

Dar es Salaam goes any further. The problem however is that
there are not many students who care to rcad anything apart
from what is strictly" prcscr}hed by the syllabus - which
holds true for students in Dar es Salaam also = and if the
syllabus lays emphasis on Samuelson's cconomics, then the
economists will be the type of people who an American or
British corporation would engage and not thosc an underdeve-
loped country would require.

Although the economics syllabus at Nairobi includes
such concepts as surplus value and the lnbour tBEcory of
value, it is true that it is far behind the syllabus used
in Dar es Salaam which tries to cover politigal economy,
though of course it cannot be said that it covers evegything.

The "hippy' phenomenon is more common in Nairobi than
in Dar es Salaam mainly because of the greater grip of the
West in Kenya than in Tanzania. The 'hippies'" however
form a tiny proportion of the student population in Nairobi
and might be comparable to the situation in Dar es Salaamn.
The Diary should have compared, for example, the beating
of the street girl in Nairobi which it narrated with the
beating of hall wardens and janitors at the University of
Dar es Salaam. Such comparison would tend to suggest that
nearly all students are a mentally-deranged or "hipny"

phenomenon.

Such an assessment I think would be wrong. In fact
the very name "hippy" is a common insulting word among
the ordinary African students, showing their revolt against
"hlppy” obscenity. The small hippy group at Nairobi Univer-
sity is composed of mainly Asiah youths and is quite often
r1d1cu1ed by other students, progr0581ve as well as reactionary-
Progressive challenge on neo- colonlal and confused
ideas at Nairobi often come up from some students, as
during that barbarous 'celebration' - tha rag day.
Immediately before and after this year's fiasco, there
vwere letters in the press written by some progressive students
condemning the whole idea. (I' cannot at this time quote
~any of the letters since the papers in the library of the
Dar es Salaam University .are mixed-up in the Africana Section).
And of course there is often challenge an the government for
its neglect of the peasants and workers.

In a word, then, there is serious concern on the path
being followed by -the Kenyan regime. This concern may not
be articulated in perceptive form, but there certainly is
no indifference and complacence as one pot the impression
from reading the Diary.

As to the position of revolutionary thought and
revolutionaries at Nairobi apd in Kenya as a whole, my own
experience has brought me face to face with many students
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who are well-read in Marxism. It must be s2id, however,
that any revolutionary movement in Kenya today must be
underground because of the suppressive reactionary regime
presently in power. From the time the government rcfused
the registration of a Socialist Party in 1963, it is not
easy to speculate what is happening. It is possible the
socialists are simply organizing themselves. It is very
difficult to discover them, since the dangers of being
apprehended by agentsiig so.jrehit.

To think that the people who tried to start this party
(who were meinly ex-students of Socialist countries as well
as other progressive people) and whose manifesto was the
liquidation of exploitation of man by man in Kenya have
just given up the struggle would be to overlook the fact
that the situestion in Kenya has been most unfavaourable to
revolutionaries.

Let mc say in conclusion that is should be our great
endeavour to 'discover' our comrades in Kenya so that we
can wage the struggle together.

" Revolutionary greetings,

—T—IL{.M.

EXEERKERXBEXRE

(from page 44)

Therefore, when I made that reference on Mwalimu
and Bismarck, I did not mean to say that Mwalimu was
Wan imperialist”, an "anti-socialist" etc like
Bismarck was. It was only in connection with the
unification of East Africa., And as far os I am
concerned, if somebody wishes to remain 2 bij fish in
a small pond, and thereby militate against the
advancement of our people, the East African patriots
would be justified in working against him to see to
the unification of the region.

Y.M. - Uganda.
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