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Sistered beams and other sisterings: a
partial ongoing glossary

Cynthia Deng, Elif Erez
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1. Sistered b=ams

A term usad In construction, and speciically in the repalr and adaptation of existing structures, sistering’ refers to the
addition of extra matertal to reinforce &n existing, dameged structural member.” The added material 1s referred to as the
'slster of the original member, as In “sister studf or “slster beam®. Sistering Involves two or mors sistered” parts belng In
Intimete relation, and Is contingent upon thelr Interdependence—thay are stronger with one enother.

Sistering ks structural Interdependence with whet alreedy exlst=—It opens up sites for mew relationships In piace, without
whole=sake replacing or starting enew.

2. Sisteredtelephone poles

3. The Three Sisters

In much of Turtle Islend, planting the Three Sisters—com, beans, and squash—together |5 & common Indigenous
agricultural practice. Their relatlonships with 2ach other gre a perfect case of mutuzal support and Interdspendsmnces:
com becomes the scaffold that the b=ans uss to grow end climb verticelly; beans become the subterransan negotiators
as mitrogen fixeers and nutrient converters within the soll, and squesh becomes the sprawling guard as thelr lzaves’
shade retains soll molsture and prevents wead growth.

Sistering Is closa partnership winersin Individuals® uniqus trelts bulld off of each other to cregte something gregter for an
entirz ecological community—Iit Imagines abundance through deep collaboration.

4. “LAmM Your Sister”

Audre Lorde wrote an actlon-orlented pamphist entitled | Am Your Slster: Black Women Organizing Across Sexuallities? |
directad at non-lesblan Black women to address heterosexism and homophobla, to collectively bulld towsards mutual
survival Her diractives resonate for relationsnip-bullding: “we have many different faces, and we do not heve to become
each other In order to work together™ The mutual stretching across differences (of Identity, of opinlon) Implles that ai
partles commit to Internal and Interpersonal work

Sistering acts on core connections betwsasn Individuals In spite of differences, and recognizes those vary differences as
a key source of strength—It posits the gaps betwssan us as well=prings of future power.
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5. Toslster

Tonl Cade Bambara wrote ©. Sisters of th
on the line. Mow that weve begun to bra
C&n hear each other and 52 each other,
chalns as wel

fBM Slsters of the rice Sisters of the corn Sksters of the plantain.. And were gl
L the sllence and begun to break throwgh the disbolically ersctad barriers and
we Can Sit down with trust and break bread togetner. Ris2 up &nd Dreak our

A5 Bambeara teught, “slster |s & vero® =

6. Sistercitles

FElster cltles” are Citles that are geographlcelly distinct, yet form &n Intentional social and commercial partnership. Sister
cltl2s hold the potential to be more If they Degan to shere other responsioliities that cities carry, ke edwcation, housing
healthcars, Infrastructure.

Sistering creates place-to-piace bonds of mutual &ld—It holds the possicility of transcending borders and politicel
boundaries.

Excerpt from “Motes on Sistering® by Liy Song’
“g|staring Is 2n antl-supremacist, reparative design eplstemology &nd methodology.. Slstering proceeds by Inviting,

showing up, sharing and M= ng out. It Is 4 serles of call and responss, pushing each ot furtner end further with
mutual challenges and effirmetions.. =

Sistering Is & process end method of relationship-bulkding end ongolng solldarity work, complete with the genera
tensions and confllcts that come with creative Interdependence

outro

Sistering ks ch zed by difference (in age, In materisl make-up, or otherwiss) yet also by reletional continulty,
constant ghve &nd take, and shared |oads to co thvely hold up a wihole. Might these and other cases of sistering be a
clueprint for solldarities end Intentional interdependancies moving forward? Thess Instances begin to open portals Into
possibie futures.

Sistering ks far from new. Worlds are belng bullt from =2eds, possiblities, experimants In slstering. This Incomplete and
ongolng glos=arny holds fregments of sisterings were continuing to gether along our journey a= deskgners, and we share
as &n Invitetion to recognize and NIft wp sistering In anchitecture

Translent Solidartty

Audrey Tseng Fischer
Chong Gu

Khalkd
Reem Khorshid

RISD x BV Design Workshop 4_11_2024

Oriando Porras
Hiryl Llu

Sebastlan Elverskog




