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Preface

This project was a 3 month long group assignment
completed in 2021 as part of my Data Visualisation class
at Sheridan College. | worked on this project with 4 other
designers - | was the visual design lead on this project

and supported with narrative design and research.

| learned alot of lessons about team work and humanising
data from this project. A significant facet of my intended
design practice is telling stories, and this assignment was
an important exercise in finding the right balance between
appealing to the intended audience’s emotions and need

for factual data.



What is aging out?
Aging out is a term used to describe leaving publicly HOW mlg ht We ralse awareneSS abOUt the

funded systems like foster care after reaching a certain

age. Only 4% out of the 61% of youth who are between SyStemIC Cha”enges yOUth deal Wlth

the ages of 13-18 get adopted. In North America, more

than 1in 5 youth that age out of the system are likely to O n Ce t h ey | eave fOSte r Carer)

become homeless.

Although the state is their legal guardian, there is little

provided for children to survive. In most cases, the Older youth in foster care need your help

provisions provided to these youth are not enough.
Ontario has never had so many children cared for by the state. As of April 1st 2019, more than 14,200 kids were in the care of a

We|fare Cheques, therapy’ and Support fOI’ pOSt- children's aid society. That's up from about 10,200 in 1996 — a 40% increase in 4 years.

secondary education are limited and often quickly

d |S ap p e ar O N C e th e y O u t h r e a C h e sa g e 21 i Children in foster care Children waiting to be adopted | Children successfully adopted

More care needs to be given to children raised by the
state. One way this to achieve is to change the public

perception of youth in foster care.




. 32%

of children who turned 18 in
foster care had already spent
3 years in the system

Research

As a group, we conducted desk research to learn different
ways in which older youth face discrimination after aging

out. Due to the limited care that older youth receive, they

are more vulnerable during their teenage years and their
transition to adulthood, making them significantly

disadvantaged in fulfilling the milestones that their non-

) ~™
foster care peers achieve. Q

Our narrative was formed by researching data and

articles in areas of homelessness, education
will be employed at age 24

opportunities, unemployment, and violence.




Proposing the adoption of older
youth as the best solution

Without any support, resources, and permanent families, older youth will face
numerous difficulties throughout their livelihood in the foster care system and
thereafter. A positive permanent relationship with adults can serve as a powerful

factor in enabling these youth to succeed in different areas of life.

WHY PARENTS ADOPT

Typical reasons a parent will
consider adopting child:

“I want to provide for a child in need”

567%

“I think there's an overpopulation issue”

“I have difficulties conceiving”

12%

“I have infertility issues”

12%

“I/my partner don't want preghancy”

11%

ADOPT AN OLDER YOUTH TO PREVENT

Being unable to pursue
school

—
Homelessness AE Missing

milestones

Unemployment

HELP THEM HELP YOU BUILD A FAMILY

Older youth are actively a part of the adoption process

Older youth adoptions are quicker than others

Adopting an older youth is more affordable

As a bonus, receive medical and health benefits from the government

Our goal was to spread awareness in families and adults

looking into parenting to encourage adoption among

older youths




ROUGHLY ONE-THIRD OF THE CHILDREN IN FOSTER CARE HAVE DISABILITIES

Older youth in foster care need your help
)OES THE FUTURE HOLD FOR THEM?
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Lack of information about adoption care Adoption is a lifelong commitment The Barriers to Employmant for Former Foster Youth by Age 23-24

2 - Introduce Statistics

L..J and the youth waiting to be adopted while foster parenting is a job

in Each Outcome
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Jim Paul Nevins, Ontario Court judge
eow DOES THIS AFFECT YOUTH AND CRIME?
Vouth Accused of Police-Bepertad Crime. Canada. 200910 2019

We introduce datain a way thats more relatable,

Percentage of Students

Type of Achievement or Adjustment Problem

¥ (M) foster parent... didn't want to help me in the home. She told me |

2 ey SEONCLUSION WHY PARENTS ADOPT OLDER YOUTH NEED YOUR HELP. ADOPT AN OLDER YOUTH TO PREVENT
would end up dead or in prison 1

(Scannapieco, et al., 2007, p.428)

3 - Emphasising the affected areas of life

il ,. We emphasize the subsequent consequences

Birth Mother 1 = Adoptive Father
i )

following the discrimination which inevitably shapes

=& Adopting an older youth is more affordable

the future milestones and experiences of older

M closed Il Mediated [ Semi-open ] Open Il cuiteopen [ Veryopen n 2/ As a bonus. receive medical and hoalth benefits from the government

youth. The narrative showcases the interactions

between each milestone through statistics and
graphs to emphasize the hardship that older youths

encounter on adaily basis.

Telling the story,
giving context to the data 4-Conclusion

Our narrative ends with a gesture to raise awareness

Stories are the best way to transmit human experience. Using a narrative structure, we of how people looking to adopt and older youths can

presented the data in the form of insights and arguments in favor of youth who age out. help each other build a family:




Older youth in foster care need your help

OVERVIEW WHAT DOES THE FUTURE HOLD FOR THEM? ROUGHLY ONE-THIRD OF THE CHILDREN IN FOSTER CARE HAVE DISABILITIES

Ontario has never had so mary children caned for by the state. As of April 152 2019, more than 14,200 kids were In the care of a Older youth who grow up in foster care receive little to no support. making For older youth 1o have a rewarding life in ecucation, employability. and ascas of social success Youth with disabdtios in the foster care system are more ikely 1o experience abuse and have cognitive
children's aid society. That's up from about 10,200 in 1696 ~ 8 408 inCroase in 4 yoars themn more vulnerable during their toenagerhood and their transition 1o arxt mental health, studies have shown the importance of having positive acull figures as role delays 33% move (han children without disabilities. The immense lack of resources for youth to cope
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their non-foster care poers achiove. experience troubling cutcomes including low academic achievement, homelessness. and dropping out.
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25%

of 16 to 17 year-olds have
attempted suicide
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There is a lack of interest in older youths compared to newborns and younger chitdren.
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Youth Acoused of PoSco-Reparted Crime, Canada, 2009 10 279

S “ (My) foster parent... didn’t want to help me in the home. She told me I
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o dificutties Concoiving Oldor youth are actively a part of tho adoption process

in 2008, stuches have found that the prevalence of delinquent behaviour was the lowest

among youth who were iving with both parents compared o those who came from A, 3

single-parent families and step-famities, Addionaity. 4.6% of Canadian childron agod 19 L=t =3 " have Infortity issues® 3(v)) Olderyouth adoptions are quicker than othors
and younger wore affectod by patornal incascoration a yoar later. Studies have peoven Gy <

that chideon with incarcorated fathers are up 10 2 10 4 timas move libely 1o have run-ins

with the law than other chikiren

In the past 10 years, youth Crime rate has averaged 1o about 45,000 cases. ~ - Adopting an clder youth Is mare affordablo
18.5% of Canadian youth from the ages of 15 to 24 reported having disabilities and 36% RN AR SCR N PO
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‘othor youth crime’ in the graph includos unemployed youth, youth who are oxposed 1o [ closed ] Modiated ] Somi-cpen ] Open [ cuitoopon [l Very open

violonce and substances like drugs and alcohol, and oxposure to weaponry such as

guns.

As a bonus, recelve medical and health benefits from the government






