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FOREWORD

On Yin Xu (Ruins of Yin), northwest suburb of Anyang City, Henan Province,
once stood the capital of the late Shang Dynasty. Palaces and ancestral temples of
Yin rulers formed the core of the former capital which is in present day Xiao Tun
village on the southern bank of the River Huan. The capital spreads over an area
occupied by 20 villages astride the river. Based on archaeological exploration and
survey it is known that the area exceeds 24 square kilometers. Ancient literature
and study by modern man reveal that the site served as the capital of the dynasty
for 273 years — from the end of 14th century B.C. to 11th century B.C., since Pan
Geng moved his capital here to the downfall of Zhou, the last king of the dynasty.
The fact that the site is the earliest capital of China is based on documental records
and has been proved by oracle bone inscriptions. It is known throughout the world
for its high development of culture.

Oracle bone inscriptions were first discovered in China in 1899. After research
it was revealed that they had been unearthed in Xiao Tun Village, Anyang City. The
topography of Xiao Tun corresponds to description of Yin Xu, south of River Huan
as contained in the Biography on Xiang Yu in Shi Ji or Records of the Historian.
Names of ancestors found in oracle bone inscription also prove that the site was the
capital of Shang dynasty after Pan Geng moved his capital from elsewhere., The
discovery of Yin Xu caused a great stir among scholars at the time. It became an
urgent demand by learned scholars to excavate the site. After a rather lengthy
period of discussion and preparation the Archaeology Section of the Institute of His-
tory and Philosophy of the former Academia Sinica carried out excavations for
fifteen seasons from 1928 to 1937. Ruins of Shang Dynasty imperial palaces and an-
cestral temples were found northeast of Xiao Tun village. Mausoleumns of kings
were discovered in Xi Bei Gang, Hou Jia Zhuang. In the course of the excava-
tion a large number of valuable antiquities was unearthed. The ruins and relics
were important historical and cultural reference materials for the study of politics
and economics of the Shang Dynasty. Cultural features found in the site were
those not written in documents or oracle bone inscriptions. At the time they at-
tracted the universal attention of scholars at home and abroad to the new and de-
veloping discipline — archaeology.

After the founding of the Feople’s Republis of China excavation work, disrupt-
ed for many years, was resumed at Yin Xu in spring 1950. The Anyang Archaeology
Work Team was set up by the Archaeology Institute of the Chinese Academy of
Science (now the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences) in 1958. Thereafter a station
was set up. In 1961 Yin Xu was listed by the State Council as among the first
batch of key cultural units which enjoy state protection. As a result of over 30
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years of work rich reference materials have been accumulated and new achieve-
ments made at the site. This in turn has led to a deeper and more comprehensive
understanding of the cultural features of Yin Xu.

Bronze vessels from Yin Xu are the most valuable part of the Yin culture.
They occupy an important position in the history of the development of Chinese
bronze vessels. The excavation of Yin bronze vessels can be traced as early as the
Song Dynasty. However, what were unearthed then reached a very insignificant
number. In the decade preceeding the Chinese War of Resistance against Japanese
aggression only about 170 items were unearthed by scientific excavations, From
then on a comparatively comprehensive knowledge of the shape of vessels, bronze
casting technology and alloying element was gradually obtained.

From 1949 when new China came into existence to 1982 — a span of some 30
years, over 600 bronze ritual vessels have been unearthed at the site, according to
incomplete data. Most of the vessels have been unearthed during the past several
years. It is the urgent wish on the part of those who have participated in exca-
vation work to sort out, edit and make a systematic introduction of bronze vessels
to the academic world in order to enable archaeologists, historians and scholars of
the history of art to study the subject.

What have been collected and listed in this book are part of important referene
materials excavated by the Anyang Archaeology Work Team from 1958 to 1982.
They total over 200 items. The villages where the items were unearthed include Wu
Guan, San Jia Zhuang, Da Si Kong on the northern bank of the River Huan and
Xiao Tun, Miao Pu Bei Di on the southern bank of the river as well as the tomb
complex in the west area of Yin Xu surrounding Xiao Min Tun. Bronze vessels
unearthed in Xiao Tun Village and from tombs in the same area reach the greatest
number. In some tombs bronze ritual vessels have been found side by side with
pottery ware. The periodization of tombs becomes rather clear. This has laid the
basis for the periodization of bronze vessels.

In regard to the periodization of cultural strata and tombs at the Yin ruins our
opinions tend to be rather unanimous. We have divided cultural strata of Yin ruins
into four periods. The periodization of tombs corresponds to the sites of ruins. The
date of each period is roughly as follows:

First Period corresponds to the time when Pan Geng moved his capital to Yir.
Xu down te the early phase of Wu Ding’s reign.

Second Period roughly corresponds to the late years of Wu Ding to the reign
of Zu Jia.

Third Period corresponds to the era of Lin Xin, Kang Ding, Wu Yi and Wen
Ding. .
Fourth Period is roughly about the time of Di Yi and Di Xin.

Bronze vessels of the First Period chosen by this book belong to two tombs and
one ash pit. Those of the Second Period are from six tombs and one sacrificial pit.
Those of the Third Period are from six tombs. Those of the Fourth Period are from
17 tombs and one sacrificial pit and one Dbuilding foundation. They
make up a total of 35 units. Of these eleven tombs have hitherto not been publish-
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ed. From these we have chosen over 50 bronze vessels or a quarter of the whole
lot.

Among vessels already published many have undergone careful repair and
clearing to make patterns and inscriptions more discernible. Weaponry and tools
have been collected from a few tombs beside bronze ritual vessels.

In this group of bronze items each period has a typical unit, with practically
all kinds of items represented. This provides rich reference materials for a study
of the changes in the development of bronze vessels from Yin Xu and of the use
of different ritual vessels by people of different status at various times. The shape
of many of the vessels is ingenious and exquisite while the pattern very intricate.
They are very valuable to the study of the history of art.

This book uses periodization as the key link and is edited according to location
and tomb as unit. As far as possible we have put into one group all vessels hav-
ing similar inscriptions unearthed from the same tomb — for instance, the Fu Hao
Tomb, to enable readers to observe their characteristics. In order to facilitate
study, line drawings have been made of most of the important vessels. Ink rub-
bings {rom patterns and inscriptions have been made as well. A bibliography
is provided for vessels already published. Vessels that are as yet unpublished be-
long to those unearthed by the Anyang work team of the Institute of Archaeco-
logy, CASS.

Included in this book are three theses. The first is entitled “Periodization and
Dates of Bronze Vessels from Yin Xu” by Zheng Zhenxiang and Chen Zhida.
Based on the result of the periodization the article looks at different characteristics
of bronze vessels in different periods and the inferences drawn as to dates, two
major transitional periods of Yin Xu bronze vessels and, finally, the significance of
the division of periodization of Yin Xu bronze vessels.

The second is “Periodization of Yin Bronze Vessels and Formation of Vessels
into Sets” by Yang Xizhang and Yang Baocheng. It takes a detailed look at the
connotation of sets and law of change, based on the result of periodization.

It gives the social causes for the appearance of bronze ritual vessels that be-
came funeral objects towards the late period of the Yin dynasty. The article also
expounds on the link of and difference between bronze vessels of the late Yin Dy-
nasty and those of the early West Zhou Dynasty.

The last article “Ornamental Art of Bronze Vessels of Yin Xu” by Zhang Xiao-
guang gives a rather general analysis of the themes of patterns on bronze vessels
of Yin Xu, composition of patterns, and method of expression. The article Jooks
at the features of ornamentation of bronze vessels of the late Shang Dynasty from
the artistic point of view.

Those who have taken part in editing this book have reached a rather consen-
sus of opinion regarding the periodization of tombs and the order of development of
bronze vessels. However, we have not as yet reached unanimity of view about the
periodization of bronze vessels from Yin Xu. In conformity with the policy of “let
a hundred schools of thought contend” we have reserved our different opinions in
our articles. It is believed that following the development of the work of ar-
chaeology the study of bronze vessels of Yin Xu will continue to deepen.
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Periodization and Dates of Bronze Vessels from Yin Xu

Zheng Zhenxiang and Chen Zhida
(Synopsis)

The periodization of bronze vessels from Yin Xu is a question that has received attention
from many archaeologists. At present archaeologists have agreed on the development order
of bronze vessels of Yin Xu, but differ on their periodization. The periodization made in this
article is based on that of Yin Xu. On the basis of the four periods of culture of Yin Xu, we
have divided bronze vessels into four periods (some period is sub-divided into early and late
phases). The chronology of each period is roughly as follows:

Vessels of the First Period can be sub-divided into early and late phases. The date roughly
coincides with the time of the moving of his capital to Yin by King Pan Geng down to the
carly period of the reign of King Wu Ding.

The Second Period can be traced as early as the Wu Ding period (probably towards the late
years of his reign) and down to the period not later than Zu Jia’s reign.

The Third Period corresponds to the era of Lin Xin down to the reign of Wen Ding.
However, complete set of vessels that would serve as important reference materials for this
perviod is lacking.

The Fourth Period is again divided into early and late phases. Bronze vessels of the early
phase are very rare, but those of the late phase are rather numerous. The date of this period
corresponds to the era of Di Yi down to Di Xin's time.

Bronze vessels unearthed from Yin Xu in the last thirty years or so reach nearly 600.
Added 1o this are more than 170 items excavaied in 1928-1937. They make up a total of over
770 vessels, By means of division of bronze vessels into periods it can be seen that bronze
vessels unearthed from the upper strata tomb of the Er Li Gang site in Zhenzhou come close
to those of the First Period in the forming of set. But they differ a great deal in shape and
pattern. The two can not be merged into one developmental stage owing to gaps and omis-
sions. Some vessels unearthed from Yin Xu belonging to different periods have marked dif-
ferences that are easy to distinguish. Others (such as zun, you, gu, etc) of the Third and Fourth
Periods are not much different in appearance and can not be easily distinguished, however. This
means that the same shape has extended from one period to the next, showing a sort of con-
tinuity.

From a longitudinal view we may say that bronze vessels from Yin Xu have undergone
marked change twice. The first change occurred in the Second Period towards the late reign
of Wu Ding to Zu Jia's reign; the second in the Fourth Period from Di Yi to Di Xin’s reign.

Compared with bronze ritual vessels of the First Period, those of the second are noticeably
ditferent in shape, with more varieties of vesscls. Rectangular vessels become comparatively
more frequent while vessels in pairs and sets are rather frequent. There are now more vessels
with covers than before. Multi-layer patterns are common. Inscriptions containing two or three
characters have somewhat increased.

All in all bronze vessels of the Wu Ding era have gone through many innovations in
design of shape and casting technology. The era occupies an important position in the history
of the development of Yin Xu bronze vessels.
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Compared with those of the Third Period, bronze vessels of the Fourth Period, such as
ding, gui, zhi, ete. change noticeably in shape. Vessels that have patterns all over the body
become less numerous. There are simplified background patterns. In some cases background
patterns are entirely omitted. Inscriptions on vessels change markedly, too. There are now
more characters in inscriptions, whose content becomes richer. An inscription may contain 30
characters. The jnscription on shu si zi ding, for instance, gives the date and reason for casting
the bronze vessel as well as the name of the maker and the person for whom the vessel was
made. On a fwe bronze ritual vessels in some collections acquired in the antiquities market
major historical events have been recorded in inscriptions.

By and large there is no marked improvement in casting technology in bronze ritual
vessels of the Fourth Period, the main achievement being the development of inscription,
which reflects the unprecedented growth of thinking of the Yin people and their ability to
convey ideas by means of writing. In ornamental patterns vessels of this period have done
au“ay with the previous overelaboration. The style becomes simple and lucid, which is a depar-
ture from former conventions. °

The study of the periodization of bronze vessels of Yin Xu has created the condition for
determining chronology of scientifically excavated bronze vessels from Yin Xu. It also provides
materials for a comparison of periodization and dates for Yin Dynasty bronze vessels unearthed
in other places.
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‘The Periodization of Yin Bronze Vessels and
the Formation of Vessels into Set

Yang Xizhang and Yang Baocheng
(Synopsis)

Since the founding of the People’s Republic of China some 500 bronze ritual vessels have
been unearthed at Yin Xu, Anyang, Henan Province. In accordance with reference materials
obtained from graves we have divided Yin bronze vessels into three periods, using the changes
of characteristics of the whole and changes of style of bronze vessel complex as the main
criterions.

The First Period is represented by vessels marked with.Xiao Tun M232, M333, M388, M331
and San Jia Zhuang M3. The Second Period is sub-divided into early, middle and late stages.
The early stage is represented by Xiao Tun M138 and Wu Guan 59MI1. The middle stage is
represented by vessels unearthed from an attendant grave of the huge Wu Guan Tomb. It is
also represented by Fu Hao Tomb (M5), M17, M18 and Xi Qu M613. The late stage is represented
by Miao Pu M172, Xi Qu MI198, M907 and Si Kong 58M51. The bronze vessels of the First
Period resemble those of the Er Li Gang period unearthed in Zhengzhou, Henan Province.

The Third Period are is somewhat like the bronze vessel complex of the early West Zhou
Dynasty. This explains the fact that Yin bronze vessels have directly inherited and developed
from the Er Li Gang bronze vessels, In turn the style of Yin vessels has been absorbed and
developed by bronze vessels of the West Zhou Dynasty.

Bronze vessels of Yin Xu in the Second Period have been excavated in large numbers. The
pericd lasted a longer span of time — from the early days of King Wu Ding to the early years
of King Di Yi. The vessels of this period are the chief representative of Yin bronze vessels.

Bronze ritual vessels buried with the dead and found in a grave in the Er Li Tou site at
Yan Shi consists of one kind only — jue or iripod with handle and open spout. Genuine set of
bronze ritual vessels began from the Er Li Gang period. It is mainly in the form of ding
(three-legged tripod), jia (round tripod with handle and capped columns), gu (goblet with broad
lips, long narrow stem and flared base), and jue (tripod with handle and open spout).

The set of bronze vessels from Yin Xu belonging to the First Period is similar to that of
the Er Li Gang period, with gu and jue as the core. The most frequently seen of sets is made
up of ding, jia, gu and jue, however.

The set of bronze vessels from Yin Xu of the Second Period has not undergone any no-
table change. Wine vessel is the most important e¢lement, compounded with cooking utensil,
container and water vessel. No gui (vessel for serving food) has been found.

Gui appeared towards the middle stage of the Second Period of Yin Xu, when the quantity
of jia and bu witnessed a gradual decrease while you — another vessel, gradually increased.

Gu-jue, ding-gu-jue, ding-gui-jia-gu-jue — these are the chief combinations that go to form
a set of bronze vessels of this stage. Gui or food serving vessel has been discovered many times
in ordinary graves belonging to the late stage of the Second Period. Gu and jue (both wine
vessels), accompanied by food serving vessels: ding, gui, gu and jue, become the most important
form of bronze set of this period.
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Ritual vessels made of pottery and lead as imitation of bronze appeared in the Third Period.
The formation of bronze vessels into set during this period is fundamentally the same as that
of the preceeding stage. Two sets appeared in this period. One consists of ding and gui and the
other jue and zhi (goblet with flaring lip, swelling body and foot rim). The two sets later
developed into the chief bronze ritual sets of the early West Zhou Dynasty.

During the Shang (also known as Yin) Dynasty a huge quantity of bronze ritual vessels was
buried in the tombs of nobles. Ritual vessels were used in connection with political and reli-
gious activities and testified to the status and class of noblemen. As a result we can distinguish
the social position and status of nobles buried in the grave according to the difference in kind
and quantity of bronze vessels that have been excavated.

More than five sets of gu and jue have been excavated from both tombs, marked Xiao Tun
M5 and M18. This goes to prove that the two tombs must belong to top-ranking aristocrat. It
may be surmised that medium and small graves containing one to three sets of gu and jue belong
to corresponding ranks of nobles.

Ritual vessels of the Shang (Yin) Dynasty consist of wine containers, with gu and jue as the
most important elements. Sets of West Zhou Dynasty vessels have ding and gui as the mosc
important elements. The difference between two kinds of sets reflects the fact that rituals of
the Yin Dynasty differ from that of the Zhou Dynasty. However, sets of ding and gui and sets
of jue and zhi of the early West Zhou Dynasty originated from the late Yin Dynasty. Basically
speaking Yin and Zhou rituals are similar as they contain characteristics of sets of bronze
vessels representing social position and status of noblemen. It explains the fact that Zhou
ritual is the same as Yin ritual. Rulers of Zhou Dynasty inherited their ritual system from
Yin rulers. The Zhou ritual underwent reform slowly and developed the Yin ritual into its
own ritual.

Bronze ritual vessels came to be used as funeral objects during the late stage of the Yin
period. The quantity and kind of vessels for funderal or burial use gradually increased. To-
gether with these lead and pottery ritual vessels which were imitations of bronze ones apeared
at this time. The shapes of pottery gu-and jue became smaller and were made in rather crude
and rough manner in the meanwhile. This phenomenon reflects deeply the fact that the people
of the Yin Dynasty had undergone a change in their religious ideas and in their reverence for
the god and ghost.
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Ornamental Art of Bronze Vessels from Yin Xu

Zhang Xiaoguang
(Synopsis)

This article deals in a rather general way with various forms of ornamentation of bronze
vessels based on vessels ecmpiled in this book. It lays stress on classification and method of
expression of ornamental patterns. The article is in four parts.

1. Theme and type of pattern

Patterns are divided into three major types.

Section 1 deals with introduction and description of pattern types 1 and 2, showing geomet-
rical designs and freehand brushwork of animals. The section points out that geometrical
design with the shape of an eye in the center is a unigue phenomenon among patterns of
bronze vessels from Yin Xu.

In describing type 3 showing strange animals, the thesis points out that tao tie (ogre-mask)
and kui-dragon are the main characteristic patterns of this period.

The article says that the names of these two kinds of patterns have their origin in ancient
Chinese literature. However, our knowledge of the subject should not be limited to description
of patterns in ancient literature. We should rather proceed from actual images. The article
divides the tao tie into five kinds, among which the first and second are the most typical. They
usually occupy the most prominent position in ornamentation.

Kui-dragon is of four kinds. The basic types arc Nos. 1 — 3. The fourth is mostly used as a
subordinate type or as filler. For this reason its shape changes a great deal. But the change
is of an accidental nature.

I1. Organization of patterns and composition of ornamentation

Units of patterns arranged in order of proper sequence in a repetitious manner or in con-
trast with each other are two basic ways of arrangement and formation of patterns. Most of
the bronze vessels from Yin Xu have been arranged in contrasting manner. The composition
of ornamentation is of three kinds:

(1) Ornamentation is used as simple embellishment on vessels, possessing plane and pithy
artistic effect. This kind of composition would hardly ever be mentioned by people in the old
days.

(2) Ornamentation with bands. Patterns of single band usually are adorned on the neck
or shoulder. Patterns of two bands have much to do with the shape of the evssel. They can
be used ir. two ways: one is to adorn the reck (or the shoulder) and the circular leg; the other
is to use two overlapping bands to adorn the shoulder and the belly. The two-band patterns
are most commonly used on bronze vessels of Yin Xu.

(3) Patterns that cover all over the body of the vesscl. This kind is mostly used on ritual
vessels or vessels that are regarded as national treasures. They are multi-band pattern em-
beliishment. Broad band alternates with narrow one. They have a direct bearing on changes
in the line of contour of the vessel. Those found in the belly are often very broad bands,
consisting of several kinds of patterns. They can be called fu (f)) in Chinese or long scroll.
The number of units or fu of the entive circumference has a direct bearing on the technique of
bronze casting.
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III. Composition of tao tie (ogre-mask) and Kui-dragon partterns and its
relation to other patterns

No matter how strange ogre-mask and kui-dragon —two imaginary animals, may appear,
we find various aspects of the basis for their image in real life, since man’s cognition is the
reflection of objective things. The two are but organs of animals in real life re-assembled
after having been thrown into confusion. In the course of this re-assembly man mixes the
imaginary animal with his own image.

An analysis of No. 1 type ogre-mask pattern and three basic types of kui-dragon pattern
leads us to believe that their formation is based on partial stylization of horn, eye, mouth, and
body. These overlap or interlock in different ways. Ogre-mask usually mixes with images of
other animals while the formation of kui-dragon pattern is of three types:

(1) Animal type. This type is rather more like ogre-mask in image. It can be regarded as

based on certain types of animals as its prototype.

(2) Bird and fowl type. This type is more related to bird patterns.

(3) Snake pattern. This is a type which is linked to dragon pattern.

IV. Method of expression and blending of various forms of ornamentation

Piecing together different aspects of an object for purpcses of display is a method adopted
in the Yin Dynasty to show three dimension on plane. The same method is seen in the com-
position of pictographic characters. .

Parallel-lined drawings within a quadrilateral framework with a symmetrical arrangement
on both sides of an axis is the main rule in composition and in the use of lines or ornamentation
of bronze vessels. Its unity with the shape of vessel has an artistic effect which combines
motion and still life.

" The contrast between thickness and thinness of lines, high and low density of lines, line
and range as well as other methods of contrast in expression; the development and application
of multiple-layer pattern with fine and dense background, based on single-layer pattern of the
early and middle Shang Dynasty — all these combine the pattern on plane with three dimen-
sional models and give Yin bronze vessel ornamentation bigger space and more depth. This be-
comes yet another outstanding feature of the art of ornamentation of bronze vessels of the
period.

As well as the above the article touches briefly upon special features in craftsmanship of
open and inlay works, effect of ornament and changes in design to suit the demand of crafts-
manship.

In summing up, the article says that characteristics of ornamental art of bronze vessels of
Yin Xu are inherited from methods of impression, carving, modelling, openwork and other
pottery vessel ornamentation, which preceeded the Yin bronze vessels. The characteristics of
¥in bronze vessel ornamentation are also formed and developed by absorbing the influences of
other crafts. This development has laid the technological and artistic basis for the more com-
plicated bronze vessel modelling and ornamentation that were to follow at a later stage.
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