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Story by Hans Christian Andersen 

Illustrated by Ashley Roh
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Adapted from the short story “Thumbelina” 
written by Hans Christian Andersen.
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So she went to a witch 
who gave her a barley 
corn to plant.

There once was an old 
woman who wanted to 
have a little child. 
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From that seed, a flower quickly grew...

What a beautiful 
flower!

...and born from there was 
a girl as small as a thumb.

...and she lived happily on top 
of the old woman’s table.

Her name was Thumbelina...
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But an unexpected visitor came one night.

How pretty...

You will be 
the perfect 
bride for 
my son! 

You’re back 
mother!

Isn’t she just perfect for 
you? I’m such a genius!

HUSH CHILD! 
You’re going to 

wake her! Now go 
and prepare 

for bed. 

See you 
tomorrow 

darling!  

I’ll put you 
here so 

you can’t 
escape.
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You’re awake! Meet 
my son, you will be 

marrying him today.

well, I’ll 
be taking 
this. See 
you soon!

NO WAIT! 
PLEASE!!

No one should 
have to marry 
that ugly toad!

We must 
help her!

This can’t be! 
I’m stuck here!

We did it!

I’m moving?

Thank you 
so much!

Our pleasure young lady, 
be safe out there!
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And so she drifted off 
far, far away from the toads

Who is this 
pretty girl 

I see? 

And so she drifted off 
far, far away from the toads

Who is this 
pretty girl 

I see? 
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Hello there! 

You are quite 
beautiful m’lady.

Who is she? 
How dare she 
attract the 
attention of 
Mr. Chafer?! 

How ugly!

Why, she only has two 
legs and has no feelers! 

How terrible!

You think?

What was I thinking?!
Why would you 
like someone 
so ugly when 
someone so 
beautiful is 

right in front 
of you?

I think it’s time 
for you to go...

Now what 
do I do?



Thumbelina was left 
alone in the forest...

but quickly found ways to 
survive all on her own...
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But then came winter...

A house?

I’m starving...

Would you please spare 
me a barley corn?

Oh, what a 
pantry! I 
would love to 
go inside... 

Oh my! Please come 
in poor child!
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You can stay 
with me if you 

would like...

...but you 
must keep 
my room 
neat...

...and tell me 
stories!

Okay Thumbelina, we have a 
special vistor coming to our 
home today. I think you two 

will make a good pair!

Huh? 
Hold on... 

So Thumbelina stayed 
the winter with the 
Mouse, until one day... 

Oh welcome 
Mr. Mole! I’m 
so happy you 
are here!

uhm.. 

Please sit 
here for now, 

Thumbelina 
will sing you a 

welcoming song! 

He is rich you 
know, give him 

a chance!

As a thank you, please let me 
invite you to my humble abode... 
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They headed inside 
the mole’s tunnel 

but found something 
blocking their way. 

Oh goodness gracious, 
I forgot all about 
this wretched bird!

They headed inside 
the mole’s tunnel 

but found something 
blocking their way. 

Oh goodness gracious, 
I forgot all about 
this wretched bird!
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Gosh it’s smelly in here!

How miserable it must 
be to have been born 
a swallow. They can 
do nothing but cry!

Yes, what is the use 
of their twittering 

when they starve to 
death in the winter!

I bet you 
make the 

most beautiful 
sound when 
you chirp. 

Worried, Thumbelina visited the 
swallow again with a scarf... 

Now you 
will be 
warm...

Farewell... you pretty bird...
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Please do not 
be afraid...

Thank you pretty 
little maiden!

You see...I had 
fallen into a thorn 
bush and injured 

my wing...

...and I fell 
down into this 
tunnel when I 
tried to fly 

again.

I appreciate 
this so very 

much...

Don’t worry! 
this will be our 
little secret!

How terrible!!  
please stay 

here until it’s 
warm and you 

are cured.

You’re alive?

Thumbelina secretly took care of Swallow until it was spring time...
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Please Thumbelina fly 
away with me! Leave this 
sad place and be free!

I’m sorry Swallow... 
Mouse will be sad if I 
leave without saying 

goodbye...

Then goodbye 
Thumbelina!

Thumbelina then realized 
she could no longer leave 
since the corns’ crop was 
now too tall for her to 

go through. 

Goodbye Swallow!

Chop chop everyone! 
We’ve got a wedding 

to get ready for!

Yes, chop 
chop! 

Day and night, they prepared for the wedding scheduled for Autumn. 

Welcome back! Oh boy, 
do I have breaking news 

for you!

Your marriage with 
Mr. Mole is now official! 
All we need to do now 
is make your dress. 

But Thumbelina was 
not pleased. She did 
not like the mole or 
want to marry him. 

Swallow please 
come back...
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But Thumbelina’s dress was already made and done...

The wedding day quickly 
came by...

How dare you cry! You 
ought to be thankful for 

such good fortune!

Beautiful!

Thumbelina 
went outside 
for one last 
time before 
having to live 
underground 
with the mole.

Farewell 
bright sun!

Farewell...grass...
farewell...

Greet 
Swallow for 
me if you see 

him again!

This can’t 
be true!

Thumbelina!!

Swallow!!

Thumbelina, don’t marry 
that mean mole. Please 
come with me and fly 
to a warmer place.

Yes, let’s go!!
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They flew and flew until they reached Swallow’s home. They flew and flew until they reached Swallow’s home. 
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I’ll set you 
down here 
for now. 

Thumbelina, I have 
someone for you 

to meet! 

He is as 
tiny as 
I am! 

What a beautiful place! 

She’s beautiful! I think I have 
fallen in love!

Will you please 
marry me 

and become 
the Queen of 

Flowers!

Yes!

We welcome 
the Queen!



3534

So Thumbelina and the Tiny Prince got married.

Your name 
shall now be 
May Blossom! 

The people celebrated Thumbelina and the Tiny Prince’s marriage. 

Your name 
shall now be 
May Blossom! 
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Sparrow bid them a bittersweet 
farewell and tweeted the story of 
May Blossom to whoever he met. 

The End.
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This comic was designed and illustrated by 
Ashley Roh at the Sam Fox School of Design 
& Visual Arts at Washington University in 
St. Louis in Spring 2022. 
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A tiny girl with big 
adventures ahead of her. 
How will she escape all of 
these animals who want to 

marry her? 


