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A river is not merely composed of its flowing waters; 

it is a terraforming force, a site for ritual and bath-

ing. It allows raindrops to gather, feeding through 

its collected waters factories, fauna and flora, birds, 

fish, rocks, golf courses, humans, and other beings, 

allowing these forces to converge, intermingle, flour-

ish, decay, enmesh, and intertwine. Landscapes sur-

rounding rivers are, therefore, spaces of relation, 

allowing us to perceive the river as an integral part 

of a broader tapestry. Over the course of ten intense 

days, we rivered together. 

 
We took as our starting point the expansion of the city 

of Marrakech to the South and its relationship to its 

Ourika River and surrounding Oueds. We explored this 

river and its surrounding extended ecology including 

its connections to khettaras. We gathered to share our 

personal stories around bodies of water. These sto-

ries became the blueprint for multiple works emerg-

ing from the workshop. We read texts and discussed 

embodied and decolonial ecologies, drought, commons, 

and the politics of water distribution in the city.  We 

watched documentary films and video works related 

to water bodies, examining their narrative structures, 

aesthetic conventions, and environmental imagina-

tions. We went on contemplative walks, experiencing, 

thinking, and feeling our surroundings through walk-

ing and improvisational movement prompts.
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We had a special guest, herbalist and nutritionist Tala 

Khoury from Palestine, who spoke about current challeng-

es with foraging akoub and responded critically to Jumana 

Manna’s film Foragers. Ethnobotanists in our group shared 

insights on the plants that could be foraged in the oueds and 

their medicinal properties. Women from the Dar Bellarj com-

munity shared their personal histories with river spaces in 

and around Marrakech. Artists reflected on and responded 

to these spaces through dance, moving image works, poetry, 

and performance.

In this zine, we share the writings of Khadouj and Najma 

Batta, Matthijs Mantel, Fatiha El Hallaj, Francesca Castag-

netti, and Randa Toko. Randa and I also contribute photos, 

along with an archival photo from the Batta sisters. The 

reflections contained herein capture just a small part of 

the rich conversations and exchanges we had over these ten 

days. While some have shared videos and performances, as 

a group, our work and discussions breathed and flowed into 

one another.  As the Batta sisters share in their film, “on the 

river, we celebrated.”


































