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Ariel “Aryel” René Jackson
In Ariel “Aryel” René Jackson’s tw

o video w
orks D

oubt &
 

Im
agination (2021) and The future is a constant w

ake (2019),  
soil becom

es a grounding elem
ent for exploring histories of 

colonialism
, erasure and lineage. Inspired by a conversation 

betw
een tw

o archaeologists w
ho discuss the possible uses of 

colonow
are— Black pottery m

ade in the Am
erican south dating 

from
 the colonial era—D

oubt &
 Im

agination uncovers, digs and 
speculates on this research. Likew

ise, The future is a constant 
w

ake grounds itself in the som
atic experience of Black expression. 

Ancestry is traced in the soil as the graceful and ritualistic m
otion 

of a foot dragging across the earth, m
aking and rem

aking patterns 
of its presence. M

ade in collaboration w
ith dance choreographer 

M
ichael J. Love, Jackson rem

inds us that engaging w
ith one’s  

past can be a com
m

unal effort. 
Transform

ing construction m
aterials into pigm

ented 
landscapes, m

em
ory is translated and m

aterial is m
ade abstract  

in U
nfold (2019) and Porch Throne (2020), tw

o w
orks from

 
Jackson’s Grid W

orks series. Porch Throne contains a printed 
im

age of “Grandpa’s porch chair” that is partially em
bedded and 

rearranged. In an irregular grid, parts of this im
age and m

em
ory 

are rew
orked, w

hile large sw
aths of textured color overtake the 

rest. In U
nfold, a photo of “Grandpa &

 U
ncle in Field” is printed and 

sim
ilarly em

bedded. In both w
orks, m

em
ories of place and 
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Courtesy of the artist and  
Ivester Contem

porary

landscape are invoked and reconstructed, asking the view
er  

to consider how
 m

alleability show
s up in representation. 

Raised in N
ew

 O
rleans, LA, Jackson lives and w

orks in  
Austin, TX. Their w

ork has been show
n nationally and internationally 

at galleries and institutions, including the D
igital Arts Resource 

Centre, O
ttaw

a, Canada; the D
allas Contem

porary, TX; Jacob 
Law

rence G
allery, Seattle, W

A; Contem
porary Art Center, N

ew
 

O
rleans, LA; D

epaul Art M
useum

, Chicago, IL; Rhode Island School 
of D

esign M
useum

, Providence, RI; and Studio M
useum

 in H
arlem

, 
N

ew
 York, N

Y. Jackson w
as a Van Lier Fellow

/W
inter W

orkspace 
artist-in-residence at W

ave H
ill in 2016. They are an alum

 of The 
U

niversity of Texas at Austin; Skow
hegan School of Painting and 

Sculpture, M
aine; Royal College of Art Exchange Program

, London; 
and The Cooper U

nion, N
ew

 York.

— Cecilia Lu


