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We 1ive in the era of World Revolution,
A dispassionate survey of the global situation will
reveal thim to any receptive mind, The ubiquitous
characturintio of this period i5 the tremendous
upsurge of revolutionary peoples, accompanied by
proliforating political awareness and zeal. The whole
capitalist world ie being shaken at ite foundations
witenens the inetability of capitaliet economies, the
otrikes, dévaluations and revaluations, the growing
unrest and moral degeneration of the peoplee of these
countries manifested conspicuously in etudents' revolts,
police brutality, massive demonstrations, fantastic
multiplying in the numbers of various types of psychosis
and morbid crimes, the escapist tendencies of hippies
and the commercialisation of all aspects of human
activity; witness the increasing misery of the peoples
of the so-called Third World - in reality the exploited
nations of the imperiplist-capitalist eystem, their
suhsequent insurrections against the oppressive system;
witness the growing victories of revolutionary movements
in the colonial and neo-colonial states and witeness the
viciousness of the defenders of the status quo, resembling
a hyena on its death bed.
af The historical truth of our time is that capitalism
has not satisfied, and cannot satisfy the material and
spiritual needs of humanity. Its inherent irrationality
and immorélify form its limitations. By the very objective
laws of historical mofion, capitaliém is on the dec;ine.
and docialism is on the ascent. >

We in Tanzania, and elsewhere, are part and parcel of
this historical process, the small pieces of this gigantic
machinecs. No individual is divorced from history, for no
indiviaual lives outaide'uociety. All our acts are
historical acts, whatever the magnitude of their influence.
Taken at random we may discern progressive acte or retro=-
gressive acts, The cause of humanity demands the maximi-
zation of the proportion between the two in favour of revo-
lutionary actions. And a major prerequisite is the existence
of conscious men, For imperialism will be defeated, and
socialism built and defended by politically conscious,
committed, courageous, fighting men.






Message from the Chairmen of the Revolutionary
Front nnd T.¥.L., University College.

CHECHE, the Spark, has beon launched primarily to let the
Revolution SPEAK, fearlessly and peraspicaciously. We realize
that the greatest foe of the "Third World" and mankind today
is Monopoly Finance and its tranemission lines. The trend of
sell-out events in Africa and the "Third World" demonstrates
that there are people who have failed to identify the real
enenmy, and that, those wio have, have failed to combat him
successfully due to dearth of the right weapons. It is our
acceptance of this challepge that CHECHE, that single spark
that can start a prairie fire, has been launched.

Unlike most magazines, CHECHE is a non-profi% secking and
an ideologicanl venture. It aims to be one of those nucleil from
which will radiate and emerge a scientific revolutionary
ideology relevant to th: concrete conditions of Africa, an
ideology that will not only embody the general truths of inter-
national socialist thought but will also evolve and create ite
own concepts arising from the specific material conditions. Let
no one misunderstand, lest they consider this to be an advocation
of the dcceptive, superficial, idealist and historically retro-

. gressive theorics - the so-called "African Socialisms" that have
| sprouted up everywhere in Affica. No! Socialism is one;
%-Bcientific and international. )
i CHECHE 1is a>fighting paper, It will combat reactionary
% elements, 1nfluonces, ideas till they are crushed in their
i totality. Its basic aim is further the cause of pooples®
% revolutlons in Africa and the#woyld through the spread of revo-
| lutionary consciousness. CHECHE is an uncompromising enemy of
f exploitation and oppression. .It musﬁ contribute to production
? of revolutionaries, imbued with spirit of historical mission,
?and clear understandxng of soc1a1 procoss, and armed with rational
ideology.
‘ CHECHE hopes to stlmulate, and be a medium for vigorous
.discussion, ‘debate and art1cu1at10n of progressive thought.
JAbove all it will g1ve food for thought to all who feel that
| there is a need in Afrlca and the World not for reform, but for
’fundamental structural transformatlons of the socio -cconomic base.
3 CHECHE shall educate, It must educate and moblllzo,
‘mobilize and educate that "in order to get rid of the.gun it is. . .
necessary to take up the gﬁn". .In other wb}ds CHECHE ﬁupt be

able "to arouse people to fighf for their own emancipatibn".

We say: CHECHE, DURN+ SPEAK, AND FIGHT!

N. Kasihwaki
J. Kamala
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African Labour under Capitalism and Imperialism

by
Dr., W. Rodne

At the highest levels of bourgeois academics, it is still
common to rationalize the notion that Africa is outside the
capitalisy system. Indeed, the tendency is gaining ground in
a conscious reactionary attempt to forestall the developmenti
within Africa of revolutionary socialist theories which owe
their oripgins to capitalism and which highlight the contradic=-
tions which are leading to the destruction of capitalism. The
simple historical fact is that capitaliem has extended its tent=-
acles to Africa ever since the 15th century in tve form of the
trade in slaves, gold and other commodities, During the 19th
century and in the present century, VWestern European and North
Amer1can capital has brought the whole of Africa flrmly within
the web of capitalist relations, for that is what imperialism

is all about;

'ééftain #ruths exist‘at the level of mere visual perception,
One iives in Africa and one sees that the existing relations are
capitalist; He who does not see i6 suffering from a historie&lly
and class-induced blindness which cannot be remedied by logice
As the seying goes, 'there is a darkness beyond which no light
can penetrgte". Conseduently,.this discuséion will assume'the
existence of capitalism and imperialism on the African scene, and
will offer a brief ii}ustratioe ofethe nature of labour relations
in a colony or dependency within fhe capitalist/impefialist systen,
demonstrating at the same time that those relations can best be -
comprehended through the application of Marx1st 1n51ghts.

Nature is the ultimate source of all commodities and.all
value. Nature has been bountiful in Africa, with regard both
to items of utility like cotton or iton ore, and these like gold
and diamonds which have struck man's fancy. But of course it. is
man's labour whlch realizes and adds to the baluc of nature; and
the great achlevement of the European bourge0151e 1s that they
harnessed the labour of most of the world's inhabitants to create
KOO A X SR XA R R R KR XX R AR 0000 R KK IR K KARAR K S350
EEURALFL LK XXX EE XL XL XAARRKARK R X XXX XKKRAKX X KKK AR KKK HRRHX
AREX XXX X XK RAE T xxxxxxxvalue and profit for capitalism.
At one time, they harnessed us literally, and made us iork as
slaves outside of Africa. AR
(TRAL . : . 5 =

E § oo



csenFosss

Bubsequently, African labour power was tapped within Africa under
conditions not far removed from slavery. It was exploited in tho
form of forced labour on colonial public works and European=owncd
farms and nines; then there was the African rural and urban prolee-
tariat which received a pittance as wapges; and nost important of

all there was the mass -of peasantry who were constrained or induced
to produce cash crops. These forms of African labour can be equnted
with slavery not bccause of cruelty and bad treatment (though these
were present in ample measure) but rather on strictly functional
grounds. (1) Our labour has merely provided for ourselves gubsist-
ence of a lovel that is low judged by the standards of any socicty.
This is so in spite of (2) the lon~ arduous period in which African
labour operates and in spite of (3) the profits which it creates,
bocause (4) the said profits are appropriated by the European
capitalists. Furthermore, (5) African labour in its various
manifestations under capitalism has always been of the crudest kind,
lacking in technical evolution. As the Portugucse put it, the
problem in Brazil durinpg the dlave epoch and in Angola in the

colonial period was the problem of mao dd obra - manual labour.

Labour is cheap from the employer's viewpoint when he contri-
butes the least possible amount to the physical upkecep of the
labourer (i.e. wages) and uses the latter's labour for the longest
possible period in excess of that time required to earn his upkecp.
REXXXKXXXKRXXXXOKI N2 .o . KAARAXAXXKAX Caea b STPRAXRROOBECEBEU0
XX XXXAXKXXK® Slavery provides the most extreme and the most
straightforward example of the process of the exploitation of
labour. Instead of wages, the owncr paid a purchase price which
was insignificant as compared with the wages which would have becen

paid out to a free labourer over the period covered by the working
life of the dlave, ' The slave was given a fixed ration - so much
maizze or yams, codfish or pork per week; so many shirts and trou=-
sers per year., In Marxist terms, one could say that the rations
vierc nccessary for the '"production of living labour!, which mcans
keoping the labourer alive. The slave worked 16 to 18 hours per
Jddy in producing sugar, silver, tobacco etec; and after a short
period on any given day he had crecated wealth to offsct wﬁat his
owner spent on his upkeep (plus his purchase price spread over the
numbervof days of his working life). The rest of his working day
‘rePfeaentéd‘ﬁalue apprdpriated by the owner. Millions of ‘African

(slave) lnbourers’pérfofmed thus for millions of days.

|
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Forced labour was introduced into Africa by all coloninl
powers at one time or anothe}}ﬂhna'has operated longest and on
the greatest scale in Southern Africas Its resemblance to slaver
is obvious at a glance. Take, e.gs, the Mozambican who might
.- be sent to work in South African mines, under an agreement by
B [ which his wages are paid to the Portuguese government. -In effeci
that Mozambican worka for low level subsistence, while creating:
a great deal of surplus value for South African capitalists and

their Portuguese hangersoms.

One may feel that the African proletariat is at least given
as distinct from slaves or Africans working uncder forced-labour
conditions. But it is the low level of their wages and skills,
and the length of their working hours which at once makes them
comparable both -to slaves and the industrial proletariat in
early 19th century Europe. -To keep Africans working at bare
subsistence, the imperialists and their regional representatives
in Africa made it a practice to allow Africans only the lowest

- paid jobs, and paid them less than whites for doing the shne
jobs. Here it nceds to be stmessed that what labour nceds for
< 'subsistence! isﬂégfined by the dominant class in the society,
and it is alwayé“c;nsidered that the Agrican labourer needs far
. less than his European counterpart. This is best demonstrated
~in Sogth Africa, which has the largest black proletariat on
- the continent. African labourers work deep undergroung under
inhuman conditions which would not be supporied by European
\~gorkers, and consequently they recover gold :from depositg.which
are elsewhere rcgarded as non~viable. For this they collecf half
a dollar per day. - : ; .
The subsistence minimum for whites is 100. dollars per month,
[ PROATAXRXK "~ XXXV~ [ OXXXAXRKK - XkRIX the hlghest wage
k given to an African 'boy! in the mine after years of work is
i iZ dollars per month. These wages allow Africans to subsist: ty
\n‘i ';iviné_in veritable pig-sties and by eating slop.

AT
Whethcr in town or country, the p051t10n of African is essent

1a11y the same. The agricultural estate growing sisal or rubber
' comes very close to being a pr1m1t1ve factory in the field; and
‘no dlfflculty arises in appreciating that the Marxist notion
of 'exp101tat10n' is as applicable to such rural dwellers as
'to Buropean workers. However, the cxisting literature on the
‘phenomenon of tﬁé'exploitation of labour confines itself

largely to those yho_nell their labour diregflyto an employer,

L) i« B ]



PO .

i

and.thus 63y seem to exclude the great body of African iabour
which (in so far as it is brought within the capitalist markct)

is peasant labour. Analytically, this is a hurdle of little conso=
quence, for the price received by the peasant for hip expenditure
of Iabour power is contained in the price given him for his c¢xpe=-
nditure of labour power is contained in the price given him fdr

his product - coffee, cocoa, groundnuts, cashew nﬁts, etcs Given
the low prices of fhcse primary products and the ggeat amount of
working; hours involved in the production process, it follows that
tho labour poer of the peasants is also being purchased very

cheaply indeced, usually more so than urban labour or estatc workerse

‘Cheap labour has the inherent drawback of being@ unskilled,
Slave labour is again tho extreme case, for it had to carry out
the dimplest of tasks with the crudest of tools. Slaves delibe-
rately damaged tools and incapacitated dfaurht animals; and

sabotape, could only. be countered by extra superv151on, (which. was
costly) and by. mak;ng the tools and product1ve procesaps extremely
elementarys. E.ge, the "nlgger hoe" 1n ‘the’ slabe territories.jof
the USA was made to mlﬁlmlze breakage and for this it haad to
sacrifice technical efflclency, Only very few Africans acquircd
skills while subjected to slaﬁery. for in the long run this would
have undermined the system by encouraging division of-labour ~nd
other complex1tics>which could not be maintained by sheer cbercion.
It is si;nificant that slave labour has never proved equal to carry«
1ng out 1ndustr1al activity on a large scale for any protracted
perlod of tlme. Bullt -in contradictions ensured that .slave labour
remalned backward, and the 'situation is analagous with regard to
manual labour throughout Africa, especially during ¥$he imperialist

ecposh.,

In the 1mper1~llst phase of capitalist expansion,- Af£1can
labour was requlred inside of Africa to produce raw materials
.for 1ndustry 1n Europe. The expansion of soap-making in Liverpocl
w‘.J.cd to the oxp101tatlon of the palm-o0il resources of West Afr1cn,
the 1nteres£s:;f Cadbury in Birmingham accounted for the lntrodu—
ction and spread of cocoa cultivation, and the Lancaghire .cotton
manufacturers were growing fast enough to consume raw material
from Efypt and the Sudan, W:Et Africa and East Africa. These
threce concrete examples are sufficiently illustrative of what oupht

to be a well-known situation.
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Somotimes tho crops wero grown on o plantation basis, but mor=
often than not Africans moved from their traditional economiss

to bocome peasants cnmeshed in capitalist relationss African
pensants became as much part of the capitalist etructuie as thow
they were transferred to Western Europe to grow their crops. It
is sgrprisir{g that such a eupgrficial factor as the physical
distance betweon Europe and Africa should obscure the rcality of
this integration into the capitalist system, Our role within &h:
cyotem was meant to be an unchanging one, namely, supplier of roy
materials at thc cheapest possible price, minimizing the investrm:
of capital and maximizing the cxploitation of muscle powers
Consequentlyy African labour had to be kept at brute levely

incapable of evolution,

thle exposing the process by. which labour is explo:.tcd and
, capital accumulatcd, Marx had rccourse to the example of the
cotton fnctory. Since cotton is so widely produced in gxﬁrlc_aa

the example is immediately apt.

"In determing the value of the yalrn, or the labour time
required for its production, all the,‘s‘peciall ﬁ;oéeséeé carried
on at various times and in different piaces, “}hi(zh Wwere necessary
first to produce the cotton and the wasted portion of .the spindle,
and * ien wi.th the cotton and spindle to epin the yarn, 'mey- '’ :n
ddgether belooked on as dif.etent aznl aucccss;ve phaBes: of one
and the same process. - Therefore the labour contalned in the'’
raw material and the instruments of labour can be treated just
as if it were labour expended in an earlier sltase of the spinning
pfocess." - .
The first observation is to re-iterate that the African Peasﬁ}_mj5
growing the cotton ig at much part of the cap,.italist_:process' of
producing cotton good's‘- as ‘the European worker in the factory.% :
The second point of interest is to determine how much African

labour is contained in raw cotton, to use Marx's own terns.

To nake the above calculation, one cannot sinply say that
African slave labour in Alabama worked 18 hours per day to
produce cotton in the 19th century, or that Angolan workers
for COTONANG are coerced into working from dusk to dawn, or
that a Ugandan peasant spends all year to produce X pounds
of cotton. The quantity of time and labour spent in producins
any commodity has to be evaluated by introducing a qualitative

dimension,
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Skilled labour considerably lossens the time necessary to complete
the job. EBtra time spent through poor techniques is weasted time,
whiéch is un-remuncrative. Marx constantly uses the phrase "socially
necessary labour time" in assessing the contribution which a worker
makos on a piven work-day. The productiveness of that worker and of
his branch of production depends (among o}her things) upon individual
gkill, the state of scicnee, the degreec of its practical application
and tho social organisation of production. All of these indices

are very low in the scctor of production which capitalism allocated
to Africans. The cotton proaess, for example, is less developed in
its agricultural stare than in its manufacturing stage, 'and it is
least developed within agriculture carried out by Africans. Vhen
combine harvesters, tractors, chemical fertilizers and pestidides
are availablc as the standard of scientific measurement, the nfrlvan
with his jembe is putting in long hours but pitiably little "socially
necessary labour time", and’his .productivity is low. Thia sort of
situation is generally taken as part of the order of thinpgs, and
indeed the white racists gloat over the technological backwardness
of Africans, ascribing it to racial inferiority. "Africans never
invented wheel' is a favouritg quotation of white supremacists - but
then neither did Europeans! The technique spread to them from China
and it is crucial to understand that imberialism set up certain
barriers to the spread or transfer of techniques from the capitalist

metropoleé‘to théeprQitedsectors of Africa, Asia and Latin America.

Throughout colonial policies there nmuns the assumption that
colonies would not be- allowed to develop industrially, and oftem
this assumption was made explicit., Capitalism has always restricted
the.nfrlcan worker to producing commodities where his labour adds
relatlvely llttlc Yalue, but as soon as thc¢ raw material entcrs-
as a factor of procdiuction in Europe it opens up great possibilities.
To pursue the example of cotton, let us note that raw cotton arrives
cheaply,.and by turning it into finishéd cotton goods, the Europcan
worker in a reiativelyvshort time adds considerable value to the
cottons Most of this ends up in the hands of the owner of the
factory, althéugh the worker himself benefits from the imperialist
set-up. The skills of some workers ensured that they received a
share of the wealth created, and the cénstantly expanding process
of production raised their standard of living. This is essentially
the mechanisth which gave rise to the aristocracy of labour, whose
bou;geoisified outlook and counter;revolutionéfy tendencies were

commented upon by Lenin.
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Increasing the skill of the labourer costs the capitalists
monoys It means educating the worker as well as improving the
toole with which he operates. In Emrope, the logic of the dapitalis.
systen forced the bourgeoisic constantly to renmovate their ncens
of production; and onc can discern some slight sighs of a comparnble

dynamic in South Africa. In recent times, it has been shown that

2

sound cconomic reasons can be broucht apainst Apartheid from =2
bourpeois viewpoint. The further expansion of South African industr
is dependent upon giving more skills and opportunitics to black
workers. Dut this is hampered by white racism which acts as an
irrational, constricting anti-cconomic force, although initially

this aspeet of white consciousncss sprang from the material condi-
tions of slavery and colonialism. In any event, South Africa

(being industimliscd) is atypical within the African context.
Elscwhere, Europe willed that africa should produce either mctals

or crops from the earth, excluding the possiblity of granting

skills or introducin@ the fruits of science and technology, which
would add to the cost of labour and the cost of the raw material

when it reached Buropean industry.

To complete the analysis ;} why African labour gets so littlc
returns fot its lengthy contribution to capitalist commodity produ=-
ction, it would be necessary to take into account the exchange
valuc and prices of all goods circulatin; within the several African .
economices; but for the present purposes those factors will not be
includedes It is cnough. to say that the pricing mechanisms of
imperialism operate further to depress the condition of the ifricon
worker and peasant. Reference was made earlier to the 'subsistcnce!
given to slaves, contract labourers and African worker/pecasants in
return for their labouring time. African workers under capitalisn
have modestly raised thcir conception of subsistence to include
a paraffin lamp, a radio, a bicycle, a zinc roof, etc; but phe .
actual earnings do not even take account of ;odd health and survival,
for malnutrition, starvation and chronic debilitatin; discase arc thc

indices by which 'undcrdevelopment' is measured in africa.

Many idle minds have occupied themselves rejecting Marx's so=-
called doctrine of increasing misery. Ha! hal they say, the
workers under capitalism have improved their lot. 4in eminent
and by no means unenlightened bourgeois economist, Joan Robinson,
claims that "miscry is increcasing certainly, but it is increasing

outside the orbit of both socialism and capitalism." It is cultural
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polipsism and ethnocentriém which makes Europeans feccl that ifrico,
Lakin America and rmost of Asia must always be descrived a6 'outsilo!
or ot best 'periphcral', Marx showed a prc-occu,ntibn with ca;italian
in Europe, but hc¢ was of course writini durin; the pre-imperialist
epoch, Even 80, his remarks were oftem ¢xtended to the world scono,
- and the followin; passaje from Capital virtunll& fore-shadows Lenin
on monopoly capital and imperialismi
"Hand in hand with this centrallsutxon, or this cxpropriation
of many capitnlists by few, develop on an evor extending scale tho
co-operative form of the lebour-process, ... the entqnglument of all
pooples in the net of the world-market and the iﬁferna}ional charccter
of the capitalietic regihc, Along with the conﬁtdﬂtly diminishing
’numbor of the magnates of capltql who usurp and monopollaé all
advantagéd of this prOCuBS of tranaformatlon1 BrOWa tho nass. of miser
oppr0531on, slavery, degradation, cxp101tat;on" one coqld gcny the
‘relévance'of this to Africa. ) ;
It is possible to Justrfy the whole 1mper1allst structuru by
-taklné 1mfover15hed unskllled Afr1can worker, the sk111cd Eurorcan
‘3w0rkcr and tho European owncr of capital as 'G1vcns' It then
bycomes only 'naturall thnt skill nnd capltal should get the rreator
yhcnoflts. This 15 the rat10na11z1np funct1on of . bourficoic ucononlc
: thOOrleS such as comparatlve cost advantagu and the 1nternat10nal '
d1v151on of labour.A Marx had lemlssed this rubbish.a long time
ano by p01nt1ng oub that "naturc does not produce on the one side
.OWNErs of noney or comnodltlea, and on the other men possessing
noth1ng bpt their labour power. This. relatlon has no natural basis,
53 it is‘clcarly the result of past hlstorlcal devclopment"' and he
also pointed out fhat the same crltlclsm appllcd to. the 1nternhtlcngl
commodity spuclallzatlon, since it was not nature whlch decrccd that
West Indian soil should’ ﬁrow sugar canc. For Africa, the historical
development of its rclations with capiéalisﬁ’embraces both slavér&
and colonialism., Those relations have permitted Eur0pe to dévelép
capital and skillsr while Africa suffercd from argest, distortion,
exploitation and oppression.
Historical proccsscs are never revefsod, except in a very loosc

manner of speaking, They have to be transcended by thc advance to a

new stage.
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Whorever and whenever worker/peasants achicve power, the probles
pecomes on: of "thu sotialization of bour -eois knowledie"y iee,,
the transfer to the backward areas of the scientific kmowledsc
which camc into bein: durin - the capitalist epoch, In eficct,
That knowlo ¢ was the product of human development the worle ove,
but it was monopolized by the bour eoisie in Western Europc and
Noth america, Nevertheless, the problem which requires prior
attention is that of seizing power from the imperialists and they
local flunkeys. Dourpcois philosophers can blow hot and cold, bug
they cannot escape the losic that the contradictions of capitaliy
ar¢e sharpest in the African, Asian and Latin American sectors of
imperialism. Commenting on these. regions, Sir W. Arthur Lewis
(kni hted by the Queen for his scrvices to bour;eois cconomics)
notes that "malnutrition and chronic debilitafinn discase are ;
Probably the main reason why the inhabitants are easily exhausted
And this creates a chain which is hard to break since malnutritic
and discase cause low productivity, and low productivity in turn
maintains conditions of malnutrition and disease" He does not see
to be aware that the capitalist/imperialist system with its &0
called international division of labour was responsible for
maintaining the chain; and for him and his ilk "the chain is hard
to break". Yet it is the very misery produced by imperialism which
is responsible for the national and social wars of liberation in
so many parts of the world, for the oppressed masses have made

their decision on how to break the chain.

B
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THE NATURE OF U,5. IMPERIALISM

vsee Amcrica is today the lcader of a world-wido
anti-revolutionary movement in defence of vested .
interests. She now stands for what Rome stood for,
Rome consistently supported the rich against the
poor in all forcign communitics that fell under her
sway; and, sincc the poor, so far, have always and
overywhere been far morc numerous than the rich,
Rome's policy made for inequality, for injustice,
and for the least happiness of the greatest numbers
Amcrica's decision to adopt Rome's role has been

deliberatec sen e

Arnold Toynbee
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Dedicated to the Worshippers of Non-Violence

0 Ye! The angelic idealist dwelling in the quagmire of

mnorance,

nTry to understand this at any rate: if violence bogen

this very ewening and if exploitation and oppression had
never .existed on the earth, perhaps the slogans of non-
violence might end the quarrel., Dut if the whole reginz,
even your non-violent ideas, arec conditioned by a thousand=-
year-old oppression, your passivity serves only to place

you in the ranks of the oppressors" (J.P., Sartre).

Fling away the curtain of confusion that envelopes you and

rasp this elementary fact that capitaliém "is not a thinking

achine or a body endowed with reasoning faculties. It is

jolence in its natural state, and it will only yield when

onfronted with greater violence". (F. Fanon)

ToTy

Opén your cyes. Come back from dreamland to realityl

"If any human life has value and it is a crime to destroy,
then the world is vastly criminal than it was at any other
stage of history. : Therc are millions more dying needlessly
now in 'peace'’ than ever died under the onslaught of the

Huns or in the trenches of Belgium and France". (Segal)

The gigantic military gstablishments and bases of imperialism

and its running dogs serve the purpose of massacre, genocide and
o ¢

political subjugation in colonial, neo-colonial and imperialist

states, and to suppress peoples' revolutionary struggle, and to

perpetuate their ekplbitatibﬁ: The social violence of imperialism

is conspicuously manifested in

"the poverty of the world's poor (which) is hunger,
malnourishment, 'illiteracy; needless disease and ecarly
death. At least 500 million people go hungry every day of
their lives, at least 1,000 million are seriously under=-
nourished, and the number increases every momentess.sThe
hunger of fhe poor is, however, only the most obvious
attribute of their_poverty:, They are weakened, when not
killed, by discase which more or better food, sanitation
and medical services would prevent or curej they can
seldom read or write; those who escape the stagnation of

the countryside live in burgeoning city slums, somotimes
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not even in shantics but on streets in the shelter of a wall;

millions have no work at all......" (R. Segal).

This is the violence in the midst of which we live. Day
in and day out, it is there¢., It is impossible to ignore it;
it is criminal not to be moved by it and it is cowardice not
to struggle to change it, Rational analysis discdoses that
the fundamental causc of all this is IMPERIALISM which breeds

on violence. Man, cast off your fairy - like innocence and

listen to the simple logic.

"Revolutions and revolutionary wars are inevitable in
class society, and without them it is impossible to accomplish
any leap in social development and to overthrow reactionary
ruling classes and therefore impossible for the people to win

political power"., (Mao)

The irresistible conclusion is, therefore, that

"Violence, and violence alone committed by the people,
violence organized and cducated by its leaders makes it possiblc
for the masses t@ understaad social truths and gives the key
to them. Without that struggle, without that knowledge of the
practice of action there's nothing but a fancy dress parade
and the blare of trumpets. There's nothing save a minimum of
readaptation, a few reforms at the top, a flag waviné: and
down thore at the bottom an undivided mass, still living in

the Middle Ages, endlessly marking time". (Fanon).

So friend, throw away this pretencious attitude of
INon-violence's March forward with humanity, in the service of
humanity. Heed this historical warning or be swept away by

the tide of revolution. Because,

"Those who do not prepare for an armed uprising must
be ruthlessly cast out of the ranks of the supporters
of the recvolution and sent back to the ranks of its

cnemics, traitors or cowards....." (Lenin)

REALIST SOCIALIST
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MOTHER _ GUN

On head, yoke is hecavy;
On hands, chains are hinderance;j
Frcedom, Equality, JFraternity are goals;

Mother Gun is indispensable.

By Hajivayanis, G. G.



cecta-1] snaaa=

THE EDUCATED BARBARTANS

by
Issa Shivji

Education, ancient or modern, has always been one of the
means of trensmitting skills and values of & given Society. ' The
skills so tranemitted would depend on the stage of technological
development of that society, There is nothing sacred about

_values, mores, habits or attitudes either. They, too, reflect

the mode of production of that society. Education, as part of

. the superstructure, must conform to the given mode.of production

E]

and help to consolidate the latter.

In a class society, it is the interests and outlook of the
.éégioeconomically dpmlnant class which determine the values of the
society as a whole. Thus though the dominant cless is numerically
a minority. its values and outlook are propagated as, and become
the values and outlook of the whole society for it is they who own
the means of production and therefore various ways and means — °

both sociological and physical — of propageting.values.

The bourgeois society provides an excellent example and

- yerification of what has been mentioned above, - The capitalist

social order, compared to all other pre-cépitalist socialvorders,

has demonstrated a relativeiy much faster development over a

‘relativeély much shorter historical period. It is this which

makes capitalism a suitable !specimen' for the investigation of
social laws. 1t was therefore not an accident that this

particular socinl order produced Marx, 'Historical accidents!

" of this type occur only in the minds of bankrupt bourgeois

historians, not in reality)

Apart from the fact-that“capitalism provides a suiteble

~!'specimen! for socio-historic investigation, capitalist social

drder,'in its rionopoly and imperialist stage, is still with us
and affects us directly. Hence all the more reason to discuss
_-the educational outlook of this partlcular social order. But

before we do that, it.may afford a useful background to mention

briefly the noin ‘characteristics of the bourgeois world outlook.1

1. Here T have dealt with this very briefly. For a fuller exposition

see, Mao Tse-tung, On. Contradiction, Selected Works, Vol. I.



The bourgeoir world outlook is variously called metaphysiczl
or idealist, It regards all things in the universe as given,
eternal, cne-sided and unchanging., It is said that the change
that takes place at all is one of qua.ntity:- an increase or
decrease in quantity — but not in quality. It looks at thinge
end phenczena in their isolated and unconnected forms. While,
by the force of sheer necessity, it has to apply scientific
nmethods t5 naturzl, physical phenomena, it throws up its hands
when it eomes to society — for here everything is seid to depend
cen immutable HUMAN NATURE, It excludes Man from Nature so far
as the methodology of investigation is concerned — hence its
reluctance to apply scientific methods to society as a whole, In
the realn of society and sociel phenomena, it is §pontane1t‘y;
whims, passions and nythé which are said to rule Men. Since it
is not admitted that societies change, and change gualitativ;elx,
no a2ttiopt is melde to study it scientifically from historical
perspective and find out its laws motion. . Bourgeois ideology
sinply aboﬁhdé in eliche's and half-truths abou‘t’indiVi‘dual freedon
and the myth of nen's spiritualism yet the sociel being of that
very nen is reduced to snimal ‘instinctive existence for here ‘chaos?
and spontaneity arc offered as explanations f;ﬁr change and movement
In the twentieth century ‘scientific world, scv)éial‘phenomena and
society are denied the benefit of scientific investigation, In
absence of such investigation, it logically follows that bourgeois

‘ !idologues' should resort to inventing external factors — which
include ‘nyths and superstitiongz connected with the supernatural —
as the motive forces of change and déjrelopmént. Their consins,
the bourgeois scholers and "‘in“bellectuals", on the other hand,
findirig it difficult to swallow such nyth‘s','v produce pseudo-scientifi
théories of psycho-analysis to account vfor social change — the

central theme of most of which being sexual passion!4

2. Wpphe law of bourgeois society is anerchy, the individualistic law
of the jungle, i.e., that which assures the enslavement and the
crushing of the dispossessed, for whom ldemocratic' allusions are
only a synonyn for servitude in faet," R. Garaudy, Kerl Marx,
the ‘evolution of his thought. p. 104, o

3. These myths and superstitions gre said to depend on faith and
" therefore should not be questioned! *
4.:Recently, for instance, an "intellectual" on the campus solemnly
propounded a thesis that the problem of South Africa was nothing
but sex: It would not be surprising if he equally solemnly
received a Ph., D. for that! ‘After all in United States to-day
., sone universitiee award highest educational degrees for thesis on
* licariping" ‘and "Dish Washing'l [See Baran & Sweezy, Monopoly
" capitel, Chs. 10.& 11.] : ‘ ;
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The world outlook of materialist dialectics, on the other
ﬁnnd, holds that scciety is as much susceptible to secientific
investigaticn as Nature. It was Marx who applied the dialectics
to society and discovered its laws of motion, which have been

onply verified in their fundamentals over the last hundred years,

The cesential characteristic of the dialectical outlook is to
view a thing or phenonena in its totelity and in its-relation to
other things and phenonena. The cause and motive force of
developnent of a thing lies internally — in the internal contrad-
jctoriness of the thing itself. It is the internal contradiotiomse
in the thing itself which are responsible for change and motion.
The external factors only provide'occasion, a condition for change
but is not the cause of change. Secondly, the dialetical world
outlook holds that things not only change in quantity but in
quality as well. At o certain point the quantitative change itself
becones a qualitative change, This is true both of natural and
social sciences. Thus, for example, oxygen (Op) changes into ozfne
(03) — a conpound qualitatively different from oxygen — by
addition of more oxygen. This chaﬂge in quantity itself brings
about change in quality. In fact this has been further borne out
by nuclear science and the disintegration of atoms. For example,
Uranium — 238 by a long process of atomic dlsintegratlon (radlo-‘
activity) finally reduces itself to lead - an elenent Qualitatlvely
different fron uranium.5 The qualitative change from one quaiity -
to another can be observed in societf as well. Thus over the long
period of mankind's development, five diffefent social drderé6 can
be discerned — qualitatively different one fron ancther, and

changing one ihto another as a result of intemal contfadictions.

5+ A uraniun aton consists of 92 protone;while.lead 82 protons. It

is the nunber of protons, which distinguishes one element fron
another., In fact, the arrangement of elements in the periodic
table, is according to the elements'! atomic number — i.e. number
of protons. This arrangcment results in placing the. elements in
groups with similar qualities,

These are prinitive communalism, slavery, feudalisn, capltalism

and socialisn, They are distinguished by their modes of
production, which have.corresponding superstructures, For a
simple treatment of this see, Oscar Lange, Political Econom sy Vol,I;
Engels, Socialism: Utopian and Scientific.
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The obvious conclusion that follows from the dinlectical
outlook 18 that if Men can discover the laws of motion of society
anl soeinl development, he can use these laws to accelerate the
development of the society in a particular direction. This does
not nmean that the laws once discovered stop functioning or that
they can be fundamentally changed by men, What it means, howevers
1s that nen can definitely use fhese iaws in a controlled manner
to goin mastery over nature as well as to build a rational social
order.,- To illustrate this with an example: Lightning is an
electrical phenomena obeying the law of electricity that electric
current flows from higher to lower potential, The same law is
obeyed by a voltaic cell in a laboratory, — with a difference thet
here, Man, after discovering the law, is making use of it under
controlled conditions for his own benefit, So is the case with

the laws of motion of society. They have to be discovered and

nade use of to achieve higher and rational social order for the

benefit of Mankind.,

2.

THe_bourgeois world outlodk underlies the compartmentalization
of its formal education and academic dis¢iplines. Professor De
Castro éxpresses this brilliantly in his book, The deographx of 7
Hunger: ‘ ’ - ; “ o

. + . « [N]arrowness of outlook 18 characteristic of
Western civilization. Since the middle of the
nineteenth century 2 kind of university instruction
has developed which is no longer interested in
transpitting a unified image of the world, but rather . . _ _ .
in isolating, and mulilating, facets of reality, in

the supposed interest of science, The tremondoug

impact of scientific progress produced a fragmentation

of .culture and pulverized it into little grains of .
lqarning. Each scientific specialist seized hig

granule and turned it over and over beneath the powerful
lens of his microscope striving to penetrate its microcosn,
with a marvellous indifference to and towering ignorance

of everthing eround him, ~ Recently in Europe and the
United States en extreme development of this type of
University education has created within the culture a

sort of -eivilization sui generis — a Specialists'
civilization — directed-by men whose scientific. ‘outlook -

is rigorous but who suffer from a deplorable cultural and
political nyopia. (p.20 - emphasis supplied].
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In addition to the natural science being completely isolategd

i fron social science as altogethe; unrelated disciplines,7 the social
~ science itself is mutilated into separate disciplines and
specialties. Here, highly trainéd experts investigate into finer
details of the parts of a whole while the interconnections of the
parts and their relaiion to the whole is lost sight of, The
ultinate result is tha® the conclusion about the whole is
inevitably an aggregate sum of the parts. "But (then): . . . the
whole is always more thon the sum of parts, so the enassing of
snall truths about the various parts and aspects of society can
never yield the big trubﬁs about the social order itself — how

it got to be what i is, what it does to those who live under

it, and the directious i: which it is moving". An argunment often
heard on the campus illustrates this point vividly: It is said
that an individual is a unit of society end therefore it is the
whins, passions, likes aad dislikes oI an individual which
deternine society and social characteristics. [ef. the Robin
crusoe of bourgeois eCOHOBiCS']. Bred within such outlook, no
wonder bourgeois students fail to appreciate the objective nature
of the laws of social development and stick to human nature,

spontaneity and subjectivism as the notive forces of history.

© T+ No doubt, the bourgeois trained scientists are experts in their
own narrow specialiies — but these are unrelated to other
disciplines and to cgociety as. a whole. Let me give a 'locel!
exanple to illustrate this point.

On the last Open Day, there was on display one of the
laboratories, a certair mechanism which' was made and put together
originally by the stucents themselves — in fact the only item
of its kind, so far as the originality of students goes. Technical
details apart, it was some sort of a synchronization between
clock-work and eiectric circuit so as to light up each in turn
differently coloured bulbs at the beginming of-the hour. (i.e. when
the teacher begins his “ecture), when it is five minutes to the
‘hour and when the hour i3 over, respectively. After having
heard this brilliant exvlanation, I suggested to the student in
charge, that it appearzd to me that it would be much more

- convenient to use an ordinary wrist watch in the usual way and
that this energy, thought and creativeness could have been used
to produce something much more relevant to our society and
circumstances. [Say, for instance, transforming a bicycle
mechanisn to draw water from a wellj. Apparently, the latter
part of the suggestion, fli * over his head, for he laughed it
off saying: "We kmow, you are a socialist!" And that was meant
to be final and conclusive!l

8. Baran & Sweery, op. cit. p.1l6.
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The sociel and economic forces, which in reality decide and
deternine historical movenent, are considered irrelevant ',

On the strictly academic plane, this outlook reflects itself
in the rigid compartnentalization of social geience into various

disciplines like econouics, political &cience, s0ciclogy, ete s
To an economic undergraducte on the canpus, for instande, the

talk of neo-colonialisn is anathema for "that is polities.

Neither does a student nf sooiology appreciate or even countenance

any such suggestion involving economic base or clase structure ete

for as a sociologist he is only concerned-with "behavibural - -
patterns", traditions of tribes, labour nigration without going
into its causes etc. And 'their 'learned! friend the /law

undergraduate is a complete seJ_.l-butl His world revolves-around
! the fifteenth century law reporte and’ what- their feudal lordships
‘said in such-end-such a case. Like a child imitating his K elders

with reverence, the 'learned' stu’dent of law mouths Latin phrases,

asks you %o:meet him in his "chambers", awards himself: (and.

" 'geriously tool) the tifle of Lord (without lend and without a

' fellow 'learned! friend over who can produce the oldest authority

seat in the House of Lordsl , argues for hours on end ‘whether
the ‘éases under consideration are distinguishable (ending up by
giving differences rather than distinctions!) and vies'-with his

in support of his contention, His counterpart, the law. lecturer,

is, on the other hand, a little more sophisticated for he manages

toiproduce voluminous articles on whether "minority rlghte" have

been entrenched in the cmstitution, or whether the -constitytion

$° ¥
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I am aware that attltuues, behaviour ete, of the eo-called
"intelligentsia" described in these pages are part and parcel

' 'df thé socio-gécononic and cultural distortions inherited from

the colonial era and perpetuated by the national bourgeoisie.

o However, the aim here has been simply to describe- the effects

rather than. 8o into the analysis of causes..

Secondly, I nay be charged with generalieatlone ‘and
exaggeration. I can do no better than borrow the words of
Baran & Sweery: "It ic a charge to which we readily plead
guilty, In a very real sense the function of both science
and art is to exaggerate, provided that what is exaggerated

. is truth and not falsehcod". And I firmly believe that what

has been said here is truth and not falsehood. bty

1
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provides for the econcmic aspirations of the Bocietylo — and the

more internationalist anong them make discoveries such as that
"Britain is soc;alist"ll and "U.5,A. 18 denocratic"it?

" fhus bourgeois lawyers and "intellectuals" ure’hQQEr done
of repeating half-truths end cliche's — individual righté{and
freedons, freedom nf expression, freedom to dress and freedom to
éérip — the 1list of freedoms never ends, and that inté social
order which is most oppressive and: greatest killer of Humanity.
So 1ong,as the %alk of the so-called jndiv1dunl~freedoms 1s

O+ 0f what inportance is 1t whether aspirations or rights — any
rights — have been enirenched in the constitution so:long as
_the society is class-based and the ruling class thrives on the
"exploitation of the opnressed. - As for exemple, the U.S, Law
-nakes racial discrinminction illegal but then "legal equality
does not guarantee ica’ ‘equality: the right to patronize the
best hotels and restaurants, for example, means 1little to the
Negro masses". [Bara: & Sweezy, op. cit. p.267).

"It was capitali.m, with its enthronment of greed and
privilege, which created the race problem and made of it the
ugly thing it is to~day. It is the very same system which
resists and thwarts cvery effort at a solution" [ibid. p. 265]
Now are we to understand that legality and GonstztutivnaIism 3
will solve this problem?

1
1. Here is Britain's-socialism.

DISTRIBUTION or PDRSONAL WEALTH IN THE U. K.

| _ :
"PERCENTAGE OF PFRCENTAGES OF TOTAL | PERCENTAGES OF
POPUTATION . .PERSONAL WEALTH -'| PERSONAL INCOME
: B - : ‘| FROM PROPERTY
BEFORE TAX .
191’ 13 [1936-8-]1960 " 1959
1 69 A Ny 0 = 60
5 e o - B i 92
10 Tas bE 3 ols] By CHRRY 83.. 1 ( 99

SOURCE: MAURICE DOBB, "ARGUMENTS ON SOCIALISM", p.22,

2y the. United Statec; £s in all othe> capialist bountries, the
: propertyless nasses.hav: never been in-a position to determine,

the ¢oncitions of their lives or the policies of the nations
government " How cen one talk about democracy "in a_society
in’which a tiny oliparehy resting on vast economic power and
full control of socie“y's political and cultural apparatus
makes)all the important decisions°" [Baren & Sweexy op. cit,
p.327).



scientifically ridiculousl3 (even in bourgeois society it never
corresponds with reanlity — it never can so long as the society i,
a class society), it is a lie meant for public relations rather
than genuine concern for Humanity. And this is true of all
bourgeois talk about "Human values" that is incessantly dished ouy
for public consumption and faithfully echoed by the underdevelopej
“igtellectuals" of the underdeveloped world., Therefore
voluninous writings on these aspects and discussions over them,
without, going deep into the real forces that make and account
for the whole social order, and insofar as such writings or
discussions do not envisage a fundanental change of the existing
social order as an ultimate aim, they are at best wasteful and at
worst criminal for they cause confusion and consolidate the

existing power structure.

But so much for bourgeois values, to come back to compart-
mentalization. One of the important effects of the unhollistic

outlook (quite prominent on the campus) is intellectual

13.

Freedon can never exist apart from society.

"Marx, in The German Ideology, shows us that up to the present
time individual freedom exists only for individuals belonging to

the ruling class.

A1l conceptions of freedom reflect the class position of
those who profess it; each ruling class interprets as freedom
the continuance of its class privileges, 'A Yankee comes to
England, where he is prevented by a Justice of the Peace from
flogging his slave, and he exclaims indignantly: Do you call
this a land of liberty, where a man cannot larrup his nigger?!'

[Marx ].

For the bourgeoisie, freedom is the maintenance of !free
enterprise', for the proletariat, freedom is the elimination of
this systens¢ The ruling classes always call the abolition of
their class privileges %.yranny and the destruction of freedom"
[caraudy, op. cit., p..03-4]

"Freedom, according to Marx, does not lie in individualism,
denial, negation, precarious and always haxrardous withdrawal,
The individual man is free when all humanity lives in him, all
the past which is his culture, e2ll his present reality, which
is universal cooperation.

Thus no man achieves freedom by himself. No man is free
in an enslaved society". [ibid. p. 105-6].
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stagnancy.l4

It is not altogether an exception to hear a Fh.D.
in nathematics talk like a child when it comes to the society

around him. He is the product par excellence, of his bourgeois

training. 8o is the cace with the undcigraduates on the Hill,
The ignorance displayed by them about the social order is
abysmal, They sinply lack an intelligent end consistent world
outlook based on some theoretical understanding — 1if they have
a world outlook at all “t is a collection of unconnected ;
incidences and (in most cases) petty incidences at that. The
talk abounds in trivie 214 centres around fag, films, fashion
and females — it is more of a chattering than a conversation,
"When people have nothing to say, 'small talk' becomes the

15

order of the day". Any serious discussion requiring thought

is dubbed as "ideological" or "telking shop".

Or take the reading habits. It is shocking that the
reading of a large part of the under-graduates should be
confined to academic subjects, that rarely a serious book is

read with interest and for its own saké: And a certain section

of the campus populace is far worse. There, the so-calleq
leisure, relaxation, " jokes", parties and chatter are the order
of the day. These are the people who shun kmowledge. They
hardly appear in pﬁblic lectures (not even development gtudiep
lectures) — for all the is politics! — and yet the seme
people cheer, laugh and chabter viewing the politics of Red-

Indian externina‘ion by the Yankees on the celluloid,

14. A1 gréﬁt intellectuals in the history of Mankind were great

social thinkers and committed social critics. ' Where education

is compartmentalized =ad is devoid of socio-econonic dimension,

it 1s bound to producc intellectual stagnancy.

Of. on the other hand, the vigorous debates and discussions

anmong the Russian exiles before the 1917 Revolution and the
marathon debates and discussions that followed thg Revolution,

The only issues wvhich attracted a few letters in the

newspapers here from the undergraduates were "Mini-skirts" and .

"marriage"l  [To be fair, recently one or two students hatve
written letters on 'Soul digging'! The 'Karadha' issue —
(i.e. when the Nogional Bank of Commerce decided to give ..
Joans %o’ Civil Servents to buy private cars) — on the other
hend did not stirulate even a single letter from the under-
graduates even vhen the T.Y.L. College Branch issued a
statement protesting egainst the decision and a comrade
wrote a thoughtTprovqking article on it.

15+ Baran & Sweery, op. cit. Zb.335n

¢ 1Drum!, 'Boom', and !'¥ilm' have a sizeable market. ©n the Campusl
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The world of celluloid is their reality while’sdc;alk
existence is politics, dogmatic and extremism, Apat_hyl6
anounting to crininal indifference in all matters of public
interest forn the part and parcel of the life of these people
And the greater tragedy is that all this is looked upon by them
ag natural and nomel; that presence at western thrillers in
nultitudes or a "fashion parade" on definite occasions is
sophistication; edvancement and modernisation. Woe unto the
undergraduate (in a country where fellow countrymen suffer,
toil and bleed to uplift themselves) who thinks he is
sophisticated, advanced or modern because of his two-piece suit
and a doll-like lady companion! [vho is more of a "status-

symbol" than a hunan partmer].

3.

Anofher very important effect of the bourgeois conception
of "intellectualisn" is the apparent non-committal, of an
intellectuel. In fact, the intellectual stagnancy described
above and the attitude of indifference and non committal:are
really two sides of the same coin, It is the greatest
historieél lie perpetrated by bourgeois ideology that intel-
lectuals must be objective, impartial etc. The so-called

objectivity and impartiality do not obtain even in’bourgeois
society:itself.' The truth is that the experté and the
intelligentsia of the capitalist social order are part and
parCei of that order and consciously or unconsciously serve
and help to consolidate the intérests of the dominant claés.

It can never be otherwise.

How can there be objectivity and impartiality‘vis-aJvis
the suffering and misery of society. No doubt every enguiry

into any social order must be scientific and rational but it

must always be with a view to change it to a better humen eociety.

16. That this apathy is not fortuitous but bound up with class
interests is fully demonstrated by the fact that this same
section of the college populace was first to appear on the
trag day, shamelessly dressed to go on & begging spreel
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["The philosophers have only interpreted the world differently,
The point is to chenge it. — Marx ). Fory, to use Baran's wordes
Ty contribute to the emergence of 2 soéiety in which development
"will supplant stagnation, in which gfowth will take place of
decay, and in which culture will put an end to barbarism is the
oblest, and, indeed thée only function of. intellectual endeuvour"17
(etsphasis mine).

_ An intellectual who does not enquire into the big truths of
thé existent social order — "how it got to be what it is, what
ié does to those who live under it, and the directions in whiéh
1ilis noving" — by definition loses all claim to the title.

And despite his voluminous writings is bound to be placed on the
dunghill of history, for he has lost touch with society, with
reelity, '(What else is more real than society?) To quote

Baran agains: ... . -

¢~ 7 "Phe desire to tell the truth is , ., . only
condition for being an intellectual. The other is
courage, readiness to carry on rational inquiry to
__whatever it may lead, to undertake ruthless
criticism of everthing that exists, ruthless in the
sense that the criticism will not shrink either fronm
its. own conclusion or from conflict with the powers
that be". (Marx),'. Anm-intellectual is thus-in
essence a social critic, a person whose concern is
to identify, to analyse, and in this way to help
overcome the obstacles barring the way to the attain-
nent of a better, mofe humane, and nore rational
order. As such he becomes the conscience of  _
i. society and the spokesman of such progresgive forces
f- as it contains in any given period of history, and
as such he is inevitably considered a "troublemaker"
and a "nuisance" by the .ruling class seeking to
preserve the status quo, as well as by the intellect
workers in its service who accuse ‘the intellectual of
being utopian or metaphysical at best, subversive oI
seditious at-worst.

As would be expected, the attitude of non;éommittment
and indifference is brevalent on the campus as well. In
'any discussion as feéards comnitment, the time-worn
defence is almost spontaneously put up -a'"We'aré sérvants-in-
éraining". But that’ defence is never taken to its logical end
and that is to ask, "Whose servants-in-training?" For, our
attitudes, aspirations aund outlook surely do not sum up to make

us the. servants-in-training of the oppressed class,the masses.

7. baui Baran, The Political Economy of Growth, p.300.
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Vie-a-vis them, we nmay more accurately call ourselves "SUCKERS-
IN-TRAIRING", We never think of them, never even dream of their
conditions. Rather we are engaged in aesking for two puddings,
engeged in the so-called student 'politics' (which don't exist")
and aspiring for "Karadha" loans, then preparing ourselyes to
serve the masses. Any one claining to be a servant-in-training
nust certainly ask hinself "serve whon?" and in answer to that —

for it cannot otherwise be answered — he nust equally certainly

enquire. scientificelly into the existent social order, both
national and international, If he haé fajled to do that he 1is
either innocent, ignorant and naive (qualities which I would be
reluctant to attribute to the College undergraduates) or else he
fears that he may come up with unpalatable results. In both these

cases the loses his clain to being a Servant-in-training,

So conrades, let us not deceive ourselves. Intellectual
stegnancy, ignorance, apathy and attitudes of non-comnittment
and indifference are as great an eneny on the compus as are
poverty, ignorance and disease in the country — for from both
of these it is the imperialists and exploiters who benefit and

the nasses who suffer.

LET US NOT BE COMPLACENT., IF WE THINK WE ARE 'EDUCATED!',
WE HAD BETTER RE-EXAMINE THIS LABEL LEST HISTORY DUB US "THE
EDUCATED BARBARIANS",

AR

A GUERRILLA FOR HUMANITY

An enemy Hills of fire rose in
a shot ‘ -~ - ..battlefields,
a cr&, tﬁen.&?. silence Made a thousand of us

He fired aimingly betray,

He moved stealthily A handful stood to

He slept sleeplessly challenge,

He killed mercillessly For the cause was for

He triumphed inecvitably. Humanity.

by hajivayanisy B 8
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recorded by man. The arducus, historic, missionary task for
revolutionnrica, indeed all mankind, has been and remains thc

gance Via Bocialisw, to "abundance without egotism",

Let us hear, lcarn, grasp and apply theory and practice in

the never-ending revolutionary process.

phdlosophy and Class Struggle

"The philosophirs have interpreted the world in various

waysj thc point how cver is to change it"

o credit is duc to me for discovering the existence of
classes in modern seaiatynor yet the struggle between them. Long
- before me bourgeois bistorians- bad desoribed the historical
development of this class struggle, and bourgeois economists the
econonic anatomy of the classes. What I did was to prove:

(1) that the existence of classes is only bound up with

particular, historical phases in the development of
production; :

(2) that thc class Struggle necessarily leads to the dicta-—
torship of the proletariat;

(3) that this dictatorship itself only constitutcs the trans

tion to the abolition of all classes and to a classlcss

society."

Mjorkers of all countries, unitef,

Karl Marx

I REVOLUTION.iRY PROCESS

nThe revolution must sweep away everything.that hinders the
people's advancenent, its moral, material and iﬁtellqctual progr-
¢ssy everthing that interfercs with the fulfilment of its aspira-

tions'

"It is vain to heap up a sum of theoratical knawledge, if
we ignore the conditions of our own existence, and. the roality

in which we are living.

Sekou Toure
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WPhe duty of every revolutionary is to make ruvolution”

Sccond Declaration of Havana,

"our best text book in matters of revolution will be ghe

revolutionary process itself',

Fidel Castro

Sincere self - criticism and frank criticism is the most
offective wcapon to overcome shortcom}pgp and develop qualiticsa
Therefore not only have we to develop dfiticism and self criticism
in the Party, in thé government organs, but also to welcome frank

criticism from the people.!

Ho Chi Minh

2
o ~ ;
~J

REVOLUTION AND VIOLENCE

"Revolutlonarles love gfﬁce, but a crecative peace that will
pcrmlt all to enjoy llfe and construct a new society Buccessfully.
‘They do not wish war; thuy hate slaughter and cruelyy, but they
und»rstand that a thousand tlmes worso is the indefinite
continuation of 1n3ustlce,‘Fxp101tat;on, hunger, . poverty and

s

corruption,”

ALFREDO VERA

U

ANTI IMPERIALIST STRUGGLE

"Neo—colonialﬁﬁ:isPu greater danger to independent
countries than is célontglist' Colonialism is crude, cssentially
overt, and apt té be cvercome by a purposeful concert of
national cffort., 1In neo-coionialiéﬁ; however, the pecoplc
arc divided from their lcaders and, instead of providing true

lcadership and guidance which is informed at every point by the
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ideal of the ceneral welfare, leaders come to neglect the very
people who put them in power and incautiously become instruments

of suyoression on behalf of the neo-colonialists',

ON REVOLUTIOEARY LOVE

0 hevessy SHG SPue revolutionary is moved by strong feelings
of love. It is impossiblc to conceive of an authentic rcvolu-
tionary who lachsv this quality. Here in lie what are perhaps the
great dramatic challenges to a leader: he must combine an impa-
ssioned spirit with coblness of mind; and he must make painful

decisions unfalteringly'e —

Che
: "The basis of gocinlism is a belief in the oncness of man
‘and thc common historical}i destiny of mankind.. Its basis, in

other words, is human equality.

", ..... The justificatiom o'f“;'so‘c.ialism is man, not thc state,
not the flag. Socialism is not for the benmefit of black men, not
brown men nor white men, nor yellow men. .The" P'urpose of socialism
is the Service of man, regar&lééé of colour, size, shape, ék_ill,

ability, or anything elsec."

Julius K. Nyerere

T

THE RURAL GUESTION

"It is our lofty and glorious duty-to solve the rural

qucstion steadlly and successfuﬁy.

"The struggle of the construction pf-a socialist countryside
is a struggle for converting our countryside, which was backward
and impoverishcd in the past, into a prosperous and cultured

socialist countryside equipped with modern technology, a struggle
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to consolidate our revolutionary basc to impregnable strength),
to glve wore powerful encouragement gad support to the peasants
and the reat of the people, o struggle to denonstrate tho senudne

advantages of the scsialist system of rural oconomy,
Kim Sung

CULTURE_AND ART

“In the world today all culture, all literaturc¢ and are belong
to definite classes and arc geared to definite political linecs,
Therc is in fact no such thin; ns art for art!e sake, art that
stands above classes, art that is dotached from or indepondent
of politicss Frolctarian literature and art are part of the whole
proletarian revolutionary cause; they are, as Lenin said, cogs

and wheels in the whole revolutionary machine.'"

MAQTSE-tung

Man in Man £ .

"In fact, we often believe with crmm@nal superflclallty that
to cducate the masoes polltlcally to dellver “\long political
harangue from tlmn'to tlée. we th1nk that it is enequéh that the
lecader or one of, his lleutcngnts uhould SJeak in a pompoub‘tgnc
about the principle events: of ‘the day ‘far them to h wve fulfliiéﬂ\\
this bounder duty to educnte the#masses po lltlcally. ", Now, E\SS
political eduoatlon noans open;ng thelr mlnds, awakenlng ‘them,
and allowin, the Lirth, of thelr 1nteL115ence; as, Cesniro sald; 55
it is to 1nvent soule. To educate the masses polltlcally does
not menn, Canot moan NPhlnL a polltlca} speech- lhat 1t nc
is to try. relentlessly and pa851onatcly, to teach tha masses
that everything, depcnds on. themj: that 1f we stngnate $t is ke j
th01r reapon51b111ty, and . that 1f we go forward it 1s,due to i; {f;h’
them tooy: that there is no- sxch:thlng as a dem;urge, that there v i
is no famousvman who will take tho responsibllity for everything,

but that the, domlurbe is the people themselves and thc ma51c4.
hands are flnally only”the hands of the peoplc ‘f:“ S

. B e TR . T IEVREEY:
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i Brothers and;s15;era the bugl has sounded, called us to

action., Let us, w1th resolvo and. courare, takL our respectlve posi-

" ‘tions in the thicken1ng strugsle to:rocialm our rlghtful place under
the sun. PR 7 g o ; : ';,
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WHY WE SHOULD TAKE UP RIFLES - MUSEVENI

D

When I was in Koreay:I once heard Korean children sing a song
entitled: '"Why we took up rifles". They then proceeded to show
why they had taken up rifles, They' depicted the suffering and
humilietion of their people at. the hends, of .the Japanese, and later
on, the American gangsters. Then, finally, they portrayed the
happiness that ensued in the Northern half of their country. A
proud, prosperous people, purged of all de-human1zat10n, had emerged
and taken an honourable place on the world scene. They had achieveq
this through the use of the rifile.

Then I thought about our own situation in this part of Africa,
I thought about, not only the past, but also the present suffering
and humiliation of the African people all.over the continent. And
I saw the relevance of these childrem's-theme. Not that this was
the first time such a theme had occured to me as being relevant; on
the contrary I had always been advocating it. But it made a
remarkable impression on me because I had seen with my own eyes,
what a people could achieve through the Scientific-—application of a
people's struggle in such a short time. It is the rapidity that
was significant as far as I was concerned. _ The principle itself
is not even debatable. ; e g

Y b1
i

* Why must we take up rifles? It is necessary, but at the same
time & pity, to amswer this question before anything else. It is a
pity because at this stage of history our people should have grasped
the necessity, in fact the inevitability, of armed struggle in order
to extricete ourselves from our present quagmire. But since,
generally speaking, the' present rulers of Africa have failed to
bring about this consciousness among the masses, it becomes necessary
to have to explain. The present situation, at least its economic
aspect, has been called a "vicious circle" where the cause is the
result at the samé time;. illiteracy causes low productivity and low
productivity causes still more illiteracy. Scarcity of capital
results into low level of investments; low level of investments
results into low level of employment and therefore low level of -
incomes; low level of incomes means low purchasing power and low
purchasing power means low effective demand and therefore bleak
prospects for increased production because of restricted market.

The story goes on untll we are back to where we started.

This ‘situation is not an accident historically as the bourgeois
econonists, the monopoly capital apologetic mercenaries, would have
us believe, It is 2 result of a historical process that can be ex-
plained, It is a result of Imperialism, the highest stage of
capitalism, and even of the earlier stages of capitalism, like the
stage of primitive capital accumulation. There is a dialectical
relationship between the prosperity of Western Europe and North
America, the nuclear rockets, the iandxngs on the moon and so on,
on the one hand, and the misery, poverty, and degradation of our
people on the other. The so called "vicious circle" was caused,
and is being perpetuated, by Western capltallsm as I shall try to
showfprescntly.

" Roughly speaking, Western capitallsm embarked on the exploltatlon
of Africa, in Modern times, during its ‘stage’ ‘of primitive: capital.
accunulation., The most important phenomenon of this stage of .
capitalism, other things aside, was the phenomenon of slavery. I
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regard the seizing of the African people and taking then to work for
Buropean capitalism's growth as the most important phenomenon of this
era, principally because it is people that are the most important
factor in making history. Marx points out that labour is the source
of ell value in production. Hence the importance of man, The
interaction between nan and nature is the primary-stipulant in
developnent . It is partly, men's conscious attempt to harmess, to
control and tame nature that makes him superior to all other living
organisms which have got to a dapt themselves to nature. - Therefore
social development, which is dependant on the develépment of Science,
is caused by man. It is him that mekes history, If, therefore,
one tears a people away from their mother-land and takes them to

work in another continent, he is not only transplanting the sources
of value but also the makers of history as well. Therefore, when
the Buropean gangsters torc an estimated 150 million people from

this continent, and took them into slﬂvery, they at once took

sources of value and makers of history. It should be remembered
that these 150 million people, who were either torn from this
continent or perished in slavery, were mainly the youth, young men
end women, usually the strongest of the youth, We should clso . 4
.renmember that it is the youth that are at once the most productive,
innovating element of any Society and‘the most important ‘element in -
ensuring the regeneration of 'a given people. Not only did the
capitalist gangsters depopulate the continent, but the very capitalist
nechanism, which later on reached the stage of imperialism, .by its
inner logic, could not allow those African people that ‘survived the
slave-trade to make any headway in the direction of social develop-
nent; . this was true then and subsequently. y

As already alluded to, the de-population of the African

continent. simultaneously arrested social development in Africa
itself but -Was., ;nstrumental in créating the necéssary initial
capltal on,wh;oh present day European - North American prosperity
is based,-. ,Because of stealing our people,’ a lot 'df our genius and
our ;nventiveness was also stolen, Although, of course, this is
not‘'to suggest, that this genius or inventiveness was fully put at
the.disposal, of the European exploiters. The slaves were usually
sullen, unco-operative and would revolt at the slightest opportunity..
Nevertheless, they were crudely used for the purpose of primitive
capital accunulation, Subsequently, the process of more and more
concentration of capital, which 'is characteristic of capitalism,
culminated in the emergence of “Few Thonopolies found in few Capitalist
States of Western Europe and North Anerica. At this stage capitalism
became imperialism in the modern sense with the export of capltal as
its prominent characteristic. This, of course, was accompanied with
the division of the World on-the basis of so-called "effective

. colonigation". This meent that while previously the African people
were being taken as slaves to America, the Caribbean etc, they would
now be enslaved on their own continent through forced labour. The

colonisation of Africe meant that the African masses would be used-

. for the production of cheap raw materials and remunerations would be
<§in the form of either subBistence wages in the most' cynical ‘sense,

:or, ‘outright forced labour, like Kasanvu in Uganda.

. ' The two phenomena, slavery and then colorisation after it, that
" have taken place on the Africen continent in the past 400 years are

responsible for the present "Viecious Circle". These two phenomena

arrested or disrupted the natural development of African Societies.
And one of our unfortunate characteristics today, the low level of

. sy . i
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productive forces, the low level of technology and Science, is a
direct result of this.  The development of Science and the

productive forces is the basic stimulus in socinl development,
Without the development of the productive forces, there can be mo
socinl development, there can be no developnent of the superstructure
or production relations. Society alnost comes to a stand still, And
this is what hoe happened in Afriea, There are societies which are
living in the pre-feudalist era not mention the pre-capitalist
primitive social formetions.

An opportunity presented itself with the advent of the revoluti-
onary struggles of the peoples of the world after the Second World War,
convuleicn, resulting from the struggle between the imperielist powers
for the re-dinsion of the World, that shook imperialism to its found-
ations and eroused the conscmusness of the oppressed people of the
World, There was agitation on the Africen continent and the people-”
were arcused. Then imperielisn effected a master-plan. It acknow-
ledged "the Wind of Chonge" granted paper "independence", at mid-nights,
to the clerks whon imperialisn itself had trained, thus fore-stelling
the masters who were poised for seizure’'of recl independence. The
revolution, the cause for the emancipation of the colonised people, ' was
beheaded, = Neo-colonialism was proclaimed in areas of Africa whefe -
Tormal colenialisn was deemed injudicious and fascism was -installed in
"those nreas of Africa where inmperialism judged it feasible to maintain
itself for some time, especially in Southern Africa. In the neo-
colonial arecs there was virtually nc change except that the local °
reactionary forces were liberated - relatively. llberated - so: that
Imperizlisn could use then as its local agents and watchmen to keep
the masses under control, the age-old tactic of the relatlonshlp o
between uncle Sam and uncle Ton vis-a-vis the field "negroes". ‘It -
is becouse we failed to grasp this historicelly prooved t,ruth, that
no exploiter can willingly - abdicate his position, that we are still
in the already mentioned "vicious circle", This had to happen
becauge we entrusted our fate to people who brought 1ndependence in
brief" cases and accepted it at nid-night. : i

We are, therefore, in our "vicious cirele" whose character end
nechenisn is determined by the historical dialectical process we have -
seen as well as the contemporary character of that same process, ‘
Concretely, this "yicious circle" among other things, means that while
our exploiters are going to the moon, nenufacturing instruments of:
nass ddstruction which are intended for use ageinst us and Qliving-in
decadent affluence, our people do not have even the necessary supplies
of the three basic necessities of decent living: shelter, clothing
and food, The only thing our people have in abundance is air which
our enenies are now polluting with fell-out from their weapons of mass
destruction, This is why we must take up our rifle.  There is no' -
other wey of bregking out of this situation, We know how eountries -
like China, and Cuba have broken out.of this situation while others like
India, Bolivia etc. are still afflicted by the phenomenon of the "Vieciou
Circle", Meanwhile our wealth continues to flow towards Europe through
the repartnation of profits on the foreign capitalist investments,
interests on the  loans -they.give to our national bourgeosie, unequal=+ "
exchange of commodities between us and the enemy as well as through the
high :I.Hport bill resulting fron the expenditure of our national bourge-
osie on all sorts of luxury goods, In Southern Africa where fascism
reigns, you get most miserable conditions for our people. They are
not even recognised as hunan beings. Our people, especially in neo-
colonial Africe, suffer from oppression at three levels: foreign,

[}
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local and natural. There is the forelgn capitalict oppression where
~the value crented by the ldbour of our people is expropriated through
' - unequal exchenge of commodities ond more direct ways of exploitation.
°  fThep there is the expleoitation of the imperialists! 'local agénts,
" pur national bourgeosie. And then there is tHe matural oppression,
. through natural phencmena: disease, hunger, floods, drought etec. our
people are entirely at the mercy of nature.

; History is the dictionary of mankind. This is not in the bour-

- geois sense i.e., thot history repects itself. ' But in the sense
that there are certain scientific laws that con guide one in planning
one's course of action. One of them is that struggle, with armed
struggle as its highest form, is the only way to end exp101tation. A
violent revolution was necessary in order to overthrow feudalism;
v1olent revolutions have. been necessary to overthrow colonlalism in
places. like China and N. Korea; above all, a violent revolution was
necessary to overthrow capitalisn in Tsarist Russia. - Africa:.cannot
be an exceptlon. The Singletons who come here to tell us that it is
possible to get rid of eéxploitation by preaching, are only fulfllling
their role- as enemy agents - the: role of confusing us. Therefore, to
. break out we need .conscious, educated struggle, culnlnctlng in armed
'struggle. Most of black Afrlca's present 1eaders have failed to-

f

graSp this truth. : L . L aesian, A
‘But what are our aims in this strugg1e° I can say without
hes1tat10n that' we have ihree ainms: 11berat10n of those parts: of
Africa still under formal White rule, bringing about of a socialist
revolution, in the present neo-colonial parts of Africa,’ resultlng
from a ruthless class struggle between the comprador capitallsts on
the one hend and the various strata of our oppressed masses on the
other and finally, the unification of as much of Africa as is
feasible. . I must say that the present African 1eadersh1p has, - * !
failed in "almost all the three aspects, We all know the problen in
the liberation movement. - The African governments are very lukewarm
in their, gsupport for our oppressed brothers. The ‘leaders of
liberation movenment themselves are mostly sell-outs-living in comfort
~in African capitals while the combatants go without food or clothing.
There is not a single Ho Chi Minh among all the fighters. There
appears to be no drive. What is happening in Frelimo currently is
_7>51gniflcant. Instead of shooting the enemy, these people are
shooting each other, quarrelling among thenselves over petty things,
and divided by small things including women - white women. This is
a tragedy - it is treason on the part of those involved. As for
socialism, few people really understand what it is all about. Some
people think that socialism means going back to primitive communalisnj
most African leaders are outright enemies of socialism. The great
characteristic failure of the African leaders to do any good for./their
people is no less nanifested in the question of African ‘unification.
Except for the Union of Tanganyika and Zanzibar, all- the talk ‘about
Pan-Africanisn has remained enpty rhstoric; it was hypocrlcy %o -
‘begin with., A most miserable example of this failure is the inability
of the East African leaders to bring about an East African Union, Let
us remember that year 1963 when our leaders solemnly declared to the
World that they would federate before "1963 was out". ' Subsequently
one of them said that they had been "fooling Britain" so that she gives
independence to Kenya. I do not know who was fooling who, but ‘the
fact remains that they have failed; thus betraying the aspirations of
our people to unite to beconme stronger. I am, however, sure that this
unification will come about in changed circumstances.I o~ also.absolutely
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certein that the liberation struggle will intensify and that Becientify,
8 /cinlisn will emerge on the African continent as an irresistible fore,

But we need a new man, a new approach and a new revolutionary
theory to accomplish these tasks. This new man will ‘have to come frg
the ranks of the youth. Hence the significance of youth revolhi':ibnz:l
organisations like 7,Y.D. and U.S.A.R.F.  Such organisations st~
create this new African: full of initiative vision, courage, self-
_confidence and above all, armed with a scientific revolutionary theory,
The éxploitation we have been subjected to has created aScertain type
Africa, the "native"; This man, who is not even the pre-colonial
African, essentially has no confidence in hinself, he is easily bought,
he 'is a flunkey, sonmetines he borders on being 2 clown, in short he 1is
an epitomisation of a conmic-tragedy. This man must be killed and
reploced by the new African, The weapon with which t6 kill this
clown is mainly the weapon of ideology. Hence we must intensify ideo)
gienl education, The "native" must be instilled with confidence and
vision of a better life. He oust be told where he came from, where he
could go if he had the courage to, how other people have solved similay
problens and how his present plight is not God-ordained. He must be
taught to despise and reject his present condition as a "native", a
"eolonial" subject or "a neo-colonial" one and visualize himself as a
nan of honour in a future, strong, socialist Africa. He must be made
to realise the great potentiality in hin cnd the potential abundance
of our lend; he must be convinced of the latent happiness that Africa
could bring to her people as well as the fact that the continuation of
the present "vicious circle" is not inevitable. He must be encourdged
to comiit suicide as a "native" and resurrect as the new African. Only
ideological education as well as revolutionary practice cen do this.
Once we indulge in action, along correct lines, we shall 'discover
ourselves, our strength as well as the wealmess of the enenmy. o

Before concluding, I wish to draw the attention of the comrades
to a new dgnger with which I have personally come in contact: the
danger of ‘those few progressive Africans, ‘Marxists" etc,, turning
themselves into flunkeys of other people who have acomplished
their socialist revolutions - e.g: the Russians, the Chinese, Koreans
etc. This danger is accentuated by the failure of proletarian
internationalism and being replaced by national chauvinism on the
part of mahy of the brotherly peoples that have accomplished their
socialist revolutions, It is common to find many communist parties
that are flunkeys of one or the other of. the existing communist states;
Many of thése parties are used as microphones or amplifiers by the big
brothers. To give aid, some so-called socialist countries attach
conditions designed to erode the independence of the recipient, This
is a tregedy and it is hermful to the world socialist revolution.. We
must reject this categorically and thoroughly and we should send who—
ever tries to turn us into flunkeys to hell, Our independence nust
be priceless. . Our revolution must be made according to our local
conditions and according to our amnalysis. This does not mean that
we are chauvinists or racists. It in fact means that we understand
the essence of Marxism:. theory being determined by practice according

~ to the concrete conditions, ‘ b L

Therefore, comrades, we must take up rifles to implement our
ideals and enanéiga,t‘,e our people so that they can also take an honour-
rable place in the ranks of the free people of the World having over—
thrown age-old oppréssion end misery. This should not create the
inmpression that there is a blue-print for the whole African Continent
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o follow, One will find that in countries like Tanzania it might

e possible to push from within becezuse, 2t least, the Head of Stete
s honest and willing to move provided he has got cadres, In ather
- ploces where the leaders have clearly shovn that they are incapable

£ understanding the nature of the problem, or are unwilling to tackle
~ the problem, it is the right and duty of the revolutionary forces to
" prder them out of the way.

Frantz Fanon on TOURISM’
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The national bourjeoisie will be greatly helped
‘on its way towards decadence by the Western

pourgeoisie, who come to it as tourists avid for
the -exotic, for big-game hunting and for casinos.
The Mational bourgeoisie organizes centres of
rest and relaxation and pleasure resorts.to meet

the wishes of the Western bourgeoisie. Such
activity is given the name of tourism, and for

the occasion will be bgllt up as a national
industry. If proof is needed of the eventual trans-
formation of certain elements of the ex-native
bourgeoisic into the'organizers of parties for their
Western opposite numbers, it is worth while having .
a look at what has happened.in Latin America. The
casinos of Havana and of Mexico, the beaches of Rio,
the little Brazilian and Mexican' girls, the half-
breed thirteen-year-olds, the ports of Acapulco and
Copacabana - all these are the stigma of this
depravatlon of the national middle class. Because
it is bereft of ideas, because it lives to itself
and cuts itself off .from the people, undermined by
its hereditary incapacity to think in terms of all
the problems of the nation as seen from the point
of view of the whole of that nation, the national
middle class will have nothing better to do than to
take on the role of manager for Western enterprise,
and it will in practice set up its country as the
brothel of Europe.
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IRRATIONALITY AND MYOPIA
IN BOURGELOILS ECONQUIC THOUGIIT.

An uninitiated patient usually tends to believe his owm
ideas dictated by his momentary pains or relief rather than
the physician's diagnosise: His illusions, however, are soon
dispelled when the hidden nature of his recal illness comes
to light, It nmay of course also happen that the physician
hinself fosters these illusions and, instead of treating the
illness or cven stating cxactly its diagnosis, he merely
prescibes some palliatives. _The real value and "science"
of such a physician is also soon disclosed, The duration
of human illnesses and rccoveries, as a matter of course,
falls within the life of the patient and the physician too.

The duration of the diseases of the society and economy,
and the time needcd for the curing of such discases, however,
nay spread over the life of a long series of subsequent
human generations, that is over a whole historical period,
Consequently, it may fall beyond the time horizon of the
living generations (or part of them). The diagnosis and
treatment itself can only be stated after the longrun
tendencies have been revealeds Though the accumulated expe-
rience of human history and the scientific methods make it
possible for cverybody to ;et to know these tendencies, the
length of the time horizon nceded makes many pebdple unintere-
sted in such investigations. Though the sense of responsibi-
lity and care of parents for the fate of the1r children
(and even grandchildren) are undoubted, this is not usually
so for the fate of ather people's children. In‘the case of
the diseases of society one generation may suffer from the
protractlon Qr: woroenlng of the disease. And since soc¢iety
is not a single honogcnoous orgganism but. consists of classes,
and world society is made up even of nations and peoples,
the discase may not affect egually the individual parts of
this society, moreover, the very over-growth of one part
may cause the atrophy of the other.

Thus it is no wonder that a specific type of: the
nphysicians" of the sick society and economy has evolved
which - even if he is not personally interested in the
defence of the overgrown parts, acts as a proponent of
symptonatic treatment, of palliatives, as an apostle of the
Wshort run', We have witnessed the appearance of the '"coffee"
- theorcticians of underdevelopment, of the advocates of
mini-research" and "mini-programmes'. For them the question
of long-run dynamism, i.e. historical perspective and the
wholc socio-econonic complex, i.e. the dialectic unity belong
to the world of "political belief'", "political religion"

"and not to the sphere of "exact" economics. It is obvious

in this fashion that they will evaluate the rationally
deduced conclusions too, mercly because, instead of searching
after new coffee markets and hunting for new creditors and
donors, they emphasize the necessity of perspective and
structural solutions and also comprise the socio-political
aspects of further -development.

Prof, T. Szentes.




