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MAJT MAJL

HOe 41, MAY 1980

ABOUT THIS ISSUE

This issue marks both a continuation and a diacrntinuation of eles ..
of previous themes in our issues,. The fquestion of technology has again .
been focussed, this time with a marshalling of empirical analysis of tie
actual position of the context of techanlogy and rural development in
Tanzanias Dr Nkonoki's paper, based on various researches beinp carricg
in the InaETTUTE_EF~Dovelopment Studies and Tanzania in general, shoul}
throw clear light to those who require specific and actual presentation
of the situation am it is, rather than the broader theoretical issues
surrounding the question of technolngy as a whole.

The paper on Human Rights in America by an American progreasive
writer should be looked at in depth by all interested in the real situs:|
of human rights under the rule of {inance capital. Since the Helesinki i
Conference of 1975, it has beccme customary for the human rights chargse
to be levelled at the Soviet Union, under the so-called "Third Basket"
question in the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe. B8ti3;
this imperialist concept has aot continued unnoticed. More and mere, tiy
forces struggling against imperialist domination and terrorist comprade.
rule are identifying human rights with bread and shelter for the broad
masses. This has already led to a number of important victories in vari,
parts of Africa, Asia and Latin america- The situation of human rights
United States itself, the extent to which the military-industrial coarle;
is a harbinger of human rights should te well documented in the papere

The previous paper; in our issue No. 39, concerned with the loans
of the World Bank to Tanzania, and its position within global imperial::z
exploitation, led to a debate in the Faculty of Law, Infact it was Ja
basis of its emrlier or authentic dissertation form, an extract of whick
gns offered to the Southern African Universitiee Social Sciences Cecnfer:
and which we publisheds The quections were raised by a former genier
lecturer in the fasulty, David Williams, and replied to by the authdr o
the paper,:Hawa Sinare, Ve yublish the correspondence along with a shor
comment, since "Maji Maji" is nct neutral te the theoretical and
jdeological implications of the debate.

Lastly, we include a short note on the struggle to reinstate Kenyax
patriotic playwright and novelist Ngugi wa Thiong'o. The circumstances
are explained in the note itself, and in Ngugi's article which follows .
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_HUMAN RIGHTS IN AMERICA:
PAST AND PHEBENT

UM —

By Ehillip BUNOSKY

If you were to tnke a trip around the United Bintes today ~“3

W Btop at the generally neat little ceseteriea located usually Jus

By ind the outskirts of these little American towna, you will ﬁlA-?\
Mnevitably find one or two, perhaps even more, modest grave mounds, s+ 1
i Lfeoionfioualy decorated with fresh flowers and invariably a t-n;
grica flag.

Not all the gre,., have stone monuments yet. They have "n ri “:'

And on these markers you will find the following information (the a-
sary but the dates hardly at all): '"John 8mith, 1949-1968,."

Not far off from this grave, even perhaps in the same fanilr n~liot
might just as often find another grave, thie one with faded or no
flowers, at all, but it most probably now has a headstone. But cn =%
$06, you will find nothing more than “John Spith, 1932-1951", And theio
Qiﬂl also be an American flag.

 The boys buried in both graves, though one wae born much earlier
that the other, are about the mme age, 19, Their markers or tombbtores
will be simple and extraordinarily uncommunicative, but eloquent in
their lack of eloquenco. Those tombstones will contrast to the tomhotc-
so# in this or bther ceme':ries, of an even older soldier dead, whezeo
urief life statistics will be followed at least with the uords; "He died
for his country".

But you'll search in win for that legend on these newer pgravess
fomatimes it's possible to find another one altogether: "He died for
uothins." And in those contrasts between an older and a ypunger soldic-
a1 1 lies not only p bitterx change in the nature of their tragedy but
thioy reflect a change in American social consciousness whieh, thouhh it
Jdoea not take organized political form, nevertheless accounts for the
fnot that the noisy official Anmerican cempaign in hehalf of "humen rights"

which fille the columns of the newspapers and takes over the eye of tha
W\‘ does not arouse a corresponding support for it, no pypular & .
fron among the people.

'This politicul fervor emanating from Waahington is a manufactured

3zoduct, and it is recognized as such by an Americgn who has been tan -

‘ince childhood that trush is the same thing as publicity, and if it
wrpt ars on TV“it is "real", or at least has social (ise. ruling class)
vower behind ite And so, more or less, this ia what they believed, that
tho war in Vietnam was a TV performance with the same impact as a
Hollywood film-=until their sons came home to them in o casket from a war
that really existed, was fought not by actors but hy their own children,
who were really killed.

Over 50,000' such yout, were killed, . in hot. Over 100,000 were
wounded, some crippled for life, and over 800,000 were otherwise pro-
foundly scarred by it--as boys who ran away to Canada, as draft-resisters
#ho went to prison, as deserters, as mutineers. Parents had seen their
jono go off to Vietnam as hardly more than boy=children, whose home
ipbringéng had been religious, or in any case, "proper". There in
/iotnam these boys had learned to buy prostitutes with a chocolate bar,
contract social diseases, become addioted to drugs, and, after killing o
'clope" learned how to cut off his ears and bring them back to their
superior officers in order to make the official '"body count'.

And yet, despite the anormity of it, despite the universal knowlu¢-o
shnt the Tonkin Bay '"'incident" which =ns uc 4 as the pretext to involve
xmorica massively in the war was a political forgery, nobody is "suilty"

‘he nuthor is a progreaaivo Ame:ionn writer and publicistsa This article
i@. first printed in the monthly journal of political analysis, Intornr-
:ional Affairs, No 5/1978, Progress Publishers Moscow 1978

.........



of thosa teaths and thosae c)ﬁmllx\nn)ly dnd intailentunally Gestreys:, :
W\ gorat the ondly thing that la of flolally admi¢tad about the wer =g
¢ W

ipfi behind auch an herilags of human wrackage; is thnt 1 9% 5 "84
i \;"!. N ""“‘f" ADYA,

fat tha reason shy Arthup Ooldbspp's prn’.ndtn!im\ﬁ at 5‘15{”“4’@5
ha had diseovared violationa of “huwan righta” in the wonlafds b ;
asunded a0 hollow in aparieca (not %o npa'\k af tha rast af the #or a'r"%;i
raiaed no echo of aupport among the pesple, 1a beeause thend ﬂlﬁ"‘”lw
joad In these neat 1ittle cemeturlos all over the country would "-”?‘“
vicen Bom their graves in greal derisive laughter if they Frads Ia o
case, there ia hardly an Amerisan who doesn't know some ‘“L”-f"’?‘ 7’%?1
raturned feom the war, who ias -ummp]n]ad, pnyuholf)ﬂ,iflﬂl'l] Of‘h?pl@“n e
irug addieted,

They know that n monsbrous epime had haen committed of fhotfy fics
they had been witness to a masaive denial of the human rights of theis
sons, both those dead and those who supvived, and that long befors
Anerica ean pesappear on the world stage as a "born again” BOYalis®
polnting an aceusing fingep at the wny others live, 1% muet Setile ascy
with them, theses profoundly wounded Anericans who those 1ittie
Avoriesn graves. And to 4o that there must be a morc henedt definiiicg
of what exactly constitutes "human pighte", shich would alse fmciuds
making olear exaotly when a government dommits o orime, oF even ghst
a erise i=s,

Let's go back almost a hundred yearseto 1890, Ducomber 29, of tis
memorable year, the Amurican cavalry captured soms 300 Indian meny oom
and ohildren, sealed them in a ring of stee) and then methedieally, i=
same spirit of Lt. "Rusty" Call.y almost 80 yoars later at Mylai in
Vietnam, cnlde«bloodedly murdored thom, :

The perpetrators of this massacre were not dpagged be fore a coust
and punished for their orines On the contrary, no crine was admiticd, |
instead of punishment the men involved in the hloodsletting were amardc
Gongressional Medals of Honour and were extrolled in the press whickh
loocked upon the maseacre as the "end of the Indlan problﬂ"t

For gonerations Americans had been taught that the "ealy good indi
is a dead Indian", that Indians were heathens, whose culture was of Lo
inportance to any white man, and whose fate as a pooplo was pufficientl
taken ocare of by herding them all into "resorvations' (1,64 conoentrati
sanps) where they lived marginal 1ives at the edgy of poverty, their =@
development stunted if not altogethor destroyed, and their consciousaes
of themselves:as a proud people lost in the sea of American callousnc o
and indifferences To thie "native Améerican" is olassified as the “warsd
of the government, but in faot, it Is far more the "ward" of & single
governmental bureau==the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), In any easc,
n "ward" he is not quite a ¢hild, nor a retarded adult, but not a full.
prown human being either. :

Wias o mime committed? Were the human rlghts of an entire poople
violated? . ' i j

It took the appearance of revolutionary forces in the world, partl
ularly Marxiste, aven to pose the question correctly==even to be abla ¢
suggest thyt past opdmes are not sanctioned by the passage of tinme. «)
ough i%'s not posaible to punish the actual killers of the Indian pec il
it is posrible to deprive those who benefit from the earlior plundep ¥:
continuing to profit from their plunder. The "human rights" of the 1wl
stolen in the past have never beon restorad, L e

It was thie understanding of their own hiatory, which was bLrou: hi
foous for them by the revolutionary timess<by the great upsurges in ti:
colonlal wopld and by tho Marxiot understanding of what they meant-that
inspired the present generation of Indian youth to demand, not "conces:

IEENNERERE ]
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f#ém a government bureau, but a full restoration of thelr pistor.c vl ',

¢ their "human righta".

Wounded Knee in 1890 d1d not "settle the Indian problem™ Ly ali .«
pasing thoe Indians. Some survived. And in 1977 the decond battle of
Boaded Knaé broke out, and 3ain, 200 to 300 federal troops and thc @ 1

S woll, all armed to the teeth, and led by a man who boasted that Lo
nded to "change the life-style of the Indians" (i.e, kill thom) K ‘.3
her steel ring around the little Catholic c¢hurch in a small pal -l of
late land in Bouth Dakota, part of th¢ Pine R ' reservation, <

dful of the Sioux of the Oglalla tribe again soocd at bay like fhoir

dfathers beforo them and again fought them in what seemed likc o
loss last-ditch battle,

This time, hoaver, the world was watching and in tho 90 years Lot
the first battle of Wounded Knee and the second battle of Hounder
8, a fundamental change had meanwhile taken place in the world. :

y world (and the Indians themselves) haildd the sccond battle of

mded Knee as the opening battle for their national survival and ~“routl
, as it secmed in 1890, as the end of themsolves as a pooples

' But how did the "government" see it? Again, in 1973, ac in 1890,
 "government" saw no o~ being committed, and no ins*tance of =2

le poople, or even an inaividual o Phuan + 2 thta”
9 ¢

! Its roaction, its policy, was put by the then Secretary of the
rior Rogers C.B. Morton, who declared: '"There is no way I or ruy

or Secrotary can undo the events of the past", and then he ldunch.d i
a diatribe against the leaders of the American Indian Movcment

sent as "ronegades...routhful adventurers..criminalsscethe bloody r» 5t

=h, very high, about three times the national average'". But thaf, Lo
od, was due to the "fact" that the '"Indian worker is not where the

Pk ise.s he does not have the skill required--part of it is his own 1 cl
notivations The road of least resistance.is all too often not tc

Jc or go out and seek a job." But, he concluded piously, "My prayer
 that soon he will sit at his table and be thankful for the bountics
‘this land--his land--our lande. I want his heart to swell with pridc
t he i6 an American and that for him there is an American dream':

Soy after 200 years of burning, killing, pillaging, destrgyin:
srupting the American Indian,wipping some tribes entirely off the 7-:c
‘the earth, and reducing others to mere shadows of their former sclves,
. that the American government, in its majesty, can offer %oday's

ians is "a dream". )

Meanwhile, while the "dream" remains in the future the present is 2
shtmare. The jobs the Indian is '"too lazy" to take are the marginal,
pimal-paying jobs, dead-end jobs, which no white man will taka. The
dians' life-span is about half average life-span of a white American.

d he is prey to disease, alcoholism.

. But, though the once "proud Indian" has been reduced to poverty,
yniliation and the loss of his cultural heritage, none of this amounts
' a deprivation oY his "human rights". No crime=-no aiminale

The whole world is familiar with the history of enforced slavery
the African people in America. In fact, legally they were not |
Mhunan beings", they wero property, owned and even the noblest oI the
~ American bourgeois revolutionaries of the late 18th century felt no mnore
‘than a winge of conscience even as they framed the "Declaration of
- Independence" in which they justified their revolutionary action
t9cause "all men are created equal', every ma. has a "natural” right
to be free, and so saying, they broke the bonds from their own hands
%8 they simultaneously forged the bonds on the hands of their slaves.

their bannersss"es True, he admitted, unemployment among Indians wes . °°



.

This was justified as the protection of propertys And in this
action lay the paradox which would grow from what seemed hothing mors +
a natural "richt'"--a man's right to his property--to the Frankenstein
nonster of history ghich did not stop at enslaving Blacks but enslsved
whites in the guise of "free workers'", as well, and continued t¢ ensinvs
Blacks even after they had ostensibly been emancipated.

Political freedom--the right of the ex-slaves theoretically to wois
hold office, publish newspapers, etc.--did not ensure these rightes in fne:
For although the body of the ex-slave was "free", in fact his need 4o
oxist foreed him to sell his body all over again into a new form af
bondage that differed formally from his previous form of bondage, but
in actual fact did not differ in essence.

In the hundred years of struggle that followed emgncipation io= ti.
Blacks, it became clear that "freedom" was not equal to political frunia:
such as it was, but to owning property. Even if, in the most ideal s2ac-
every adult Black had dutifully voted at the polls (though, in fact,
he was not permitted to in the South), and even if every Black child bu<
industriously applied himself to his schoolbooks, saved his money and
shunned every vice, &ill the fact would have remained that if he did nc:t
also get his hands on property=-and for Blacks this was next to impoesitlic
then he still remained no more than a supplicant outside the doors of
privilege (ises freedom).

Two hundred years after the Declaration of Independence ameuncoa
to the world that "all men are created equal", and over one hundred ye:r:
after a bloody war was fought to free that one-tenth of the population
which, for some inexplicable reason had been "forgotten'" and left in
chains, here, today in 1978, is what 200 years of "freedom" have accomp-
1ished for the American Blacks: "Their eyes are bleak, Some struttlin:
down the street, speak with false bravado. Others stand listlessly orn
street gorners speaking in monotones of what they think being an adul-=
is likes Most can barely read or write., They lack good work habits %~
should have been built into their educatjonal experience, They are 17
to 22 years old. The majority of them are minority (i.e, Black or
HiSpanic--P.B.) youngster. They are a lost generation'. (Horace W
Morris, Executive Director of the New York Urban League, New York Times

Feb. 2, 1977)s

Here is a portrait of the "winners": "The idea of a 15-year--0lZ2
driving a $12,000 Mercedes-Benz sedan or placing $500 and $1000 bets o=
schoolyard basketball games boggles the mind. That hundred of yongeter
are making that kind of money from the narcotics trade is eppllingoecs”

Perhaps you think that these children are the worst in the ghet<®o
backward, uneducated? No: "The children involved in this deadly businc
may be the cream of the inner-city youth: they are pecruited precisely

because they are bright, resourceful, courageous and loyale They have
grown up in communities where juvenile unemployment is estimated to
reach 65 per cent..." (New York Times, May 1, 1977) .

In New York City, in 1975, a typical year, 54 youths under 16 we:
arrested for murder., There were 5,276 arrests for robbery and 1,240 =
charged with felonious assault; 173 were arrested for rape and 125 fox
codomye Any day in New York City, from 80,000 to 169,000 chidren are
truants from schools

Albert Shanker, head of the teachers union of New York City,
dgclared publicly some years ago that the New York public schools pro
ced "functional illiterates" who were flung on the labour market-—or
more correctly, on the unemployment lines--eévery year with less and 2
capacity to cope with the demands of a highly sophisticated technolog

industrye



Over a hundred years after "emancipation" the average moo o

of the Black American (and of other minorities) stands at leas t/-=n
50 per cent of the average white worker's incomes The Black wo lar
{s more likely to Lo unemployed, undereducated, wnd in hio gence 1

atandard of living, fall far below the luevel at which most enplo
¢hite people live.

And, 200 years after the Declaration of Independence, a pr 81do~
atial commission, appointed by President Johnson to look into the
sauses of the great urban upheavals in 1968, when 100 towns and cit..s5
vent up in flames, came up with the dismal finding that "our nat’on _e
qoving toward two socletles, one black one white--gseparate and unen 7 "

But, though there had been monstrous oppression for centurics,
still, "perhaps" in individual instance, like the case of the VWilmingi.n
fen today, there were no grounds to charge that "human rights" were
denied by government to the Blacke, they were not forbidden by governpaent
to use the means at their disposal to petition government, act politie !
cally to change things, and to publish and otherwise plead their cauae
So no crime-no criminals. :

The Declaration of Independence had included a "guarantee'" that
seemed, at the time, not only very normal and logical but beyond quesntior
That "guarantee" was that every American citizen would have a right
to his "property", to the protection of the state in the ownership of
his property. 1In fact, only property-owners had the right to vote anc
to hold political office in early post-revolutionary times.

"Property" in the pre-monopolist era meant what one literally
personally owned: one's house, one'!s business, factory, etca HNeither
the Declaration, nor the Constitution, nor any of the early American
bourgeois theoreticians envisaged monopoly, nor its later monstrosity,
the conglomerates of monopoly-capital, the multi-national corporations.
in short, modern imperialism.

And yet, to this very day, the ownership, through interlocking
directorates, etc., of vast corporations that control the lives, not
only of Americans but of people far from America, is still equated
with the ownership of a country-store, of a boarding house, a farm
a carriage repair shop, even of a tixtile mill owned by a single
family, or a ship that plied the seas. The individual farmer, fishor
man, even ship-owner indeed had "one vote'e Nobody would have dreamcd
then that his economic grandchildren would have the power to contro™
the government in Washington and to dictate whether foreign governments
would rise or fall,

In any case, property was installed as the central all-powerful
force that would ultjmately determine all things. But still problens
aroses For if it was possible to drive the Indians, under whatever

'guise, off lands which they did not " own", and turn them into property,

' which then was owned, and if it was possible not only to kidnap Blacks

from their African homes and bring them in irons to work in one’'s
fields in America--and turn them into property, which you owned: you

' could buy and sell them turning free white native-born farmers into

workers, whose labomr one bought and then owned, presented quite
another problems

Indians and Blacks--as the Bible taught--were not Christians;

' and so they possessed no natural rights one had to observes Bu® whl ic
' workers were declared "equal" to all others, as "equal" as the owaer

- of the factory that hired them. And yet, it turned out that they

~ were note

From the very beginning--from the first desperate attempts to
find aninstrument by which, in fact, they could more or less equal::zc-

' their rel@tionship to their employer--workers were branded as crinirn.s

for organizing unions, as "conspirators" for agreeing among treasclves
to withhold their labour until the employer granted certain deza- ..
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And from that point on-from the American early 1960's untij
present daye--the struggle of workers to find some mode of "eoqunly
relationship between themgolves and their bosaes has continued i
blocdy battles.

Let this one portrait of that struggle down the bloody yea
olaimed thousands of martyrs, and tens of thousands, even millig
victins, suffice, This "incident" took place on August 26, 1919
the famous Bteel Strike, Fanny Sellins, one of those remarkable
produced by the American labour movement, had made the caume of §
gorkers the cause of her hert and souls She had been highly suec
in getting the coalminers organized.

A dozen drunken deputy sheriffs, led by the mine official
Allegheny Coal and Ccke Company, tried to break through the pick
that day. They came, not with petitions or arguments, but with
plazings Joseph Strzlecik, one of the pickets, fell mortally wc
Fanny Sellins nearby, rushed to save him, to get the children ou
the way of the Company savages. They were still clubbing Strzle
bleeding on the ground, and when she pleaded with them not to ki
they turned on her.

It hardly needs adding that nobody was ever arrested for t
nor were the "human rights" of either the vwictims or the 'throng
women and children" ever considered for a moment, not then nor ¢
at the brutal massacre of women and children at Ludlgy, Coloradc
they were burned to death by the Rockefellers, nor later at Baby
Bridge in Detroit when they were shot to death by Henry Fords ¥
union organizers was routine, subjecting members of unions to e\
variety of harassment was simple policy, slandering and lying at
motives for organizing workers into unions was the dominant cont
the "free press". Finally it'amounts to a monstrous denial of !
olementary rights of human beings to use the methods they choost
prove most beneficial to them, to better their lives,

But the Constitution has never accepted the "right" of wo
form unions and to withhold their labour in a strike as a basic
rights Those laws passed by an employer-dominated Congress tha
certain rights to the workers (the passage of the Vlagner Act) wi
renched out of their reluctant hands during the Depression year,
(1929-40) only when redusing to grant them would have led to wa:
revoltse .

Even so, they were almost immediately diluted, compromise
mined, twisted, even turned into their opposite by the passage
labour laws like the Taft-Hartly law and the Landrum~Griffin la
in effect, placed t;“ade-unionism in the USA at the mercy of a T
dominated Congress.

Today, over 100 years after the first American strikers v
indicted for conspiracy, one can s8till read in a magazine whicl
leading idologist for American business: 'Advising companics ¢
ward off labor organizers, or how to get rid of unions already
gcone, is fast becoming a growth industry of its own" (US News

Report, Jan. 30, 1978) .

Despite decades of struggle, oceans of blood being shed,
personal tragedies puffered through, the American working clas
as hopelessly outside the gates of acceptability as it ever wa

All this may be true--and much, much more--the line adoy
Arthur Goldberg (who was once an attorny for the Steel Workerse
before he turned around and became one for the monopolists) =
it is all irrelevant and immaterials For one can charge a wvit
"human rights" on the United States only when the means for m
injustice are proscribed by government action, and nothing el:



S |

.7.

Orimes against workers by smployere are not crimes by the st-t
iy facl, workers have the means o seek justice for injury in the ccurts.
ndians have the right to protest, organise, petition Congress fur r.-
Bi.ess of griovancos. It is not forbidden by the government,

¢+ Blacis, too, enjoy all sueh rightss They may own newspajers to
ond their case, eslect officiale Ahrough the political process, petition
ngrees to allevinte their puffering, 4f they can prove they truly are
gfering, and so work their will equally with all others,

dorkere, too, have the right to petition, protest, organise, b2
4 bluster in an attempt to persupde Congress to grant their wiches,
t tiat's all. They may petition and beg for the right to a job, ‘ut
at right is not theirs. It is not granted to them as a birthripght in
e Constitution. It is not the law of the land that every manm or wi.oon
o wants a Job is thereby guaranteed one, as an employer is gunarantsad
tection of his private propertye.
If there is no right to begin with, one cannot therefore asay that
sre i5 n denial of that rights On such sophistries does the whele cuse
"human rights"” stand,

When the great French satirist Anatole France noted dryly that both
p rich and1 the poor alike are free to sleep under byridges pnd bep, he
5 anticipating the words of the present occupant of the White fouse,
on he saidt: '"Well, as you know, there are many things in life that 3
b not fair, that wealthy people can afford and poor can't, But I don't
ieve that the Federal Government should take action to try to make
se opportynities exactly equal, particularly when there is moral
ctor involved," .
It{ could hardly be stated any more plainly, If you are rich, yeu
e rights, human or super-humans If you are poor, you do not, "particu-
ly when there is a moral factor involved". Capitplist reclations are
rede Q E.D. .
\' bl . . - ' & : '
It a1l t~ils down, therefora, to a very simplé position, 'afier dll,
bourgecis countries, one has the right to petition for his human rights
‘bhis right to beg and plead is in essence his human right. In the
ialist countries, the people already possess these human rights, and
need to be free to petition for them is therefore not only superfluous
ludicrous,

But even the assertion by bourgeois apologists that the individual
boupgeois countries has free access to the means of petitioning,
zing, pleading with, presenting his case to do not hold up even under
most cursory examination. :

The pillars upon which the freedom, the "human rights" of the
lividual were based, pccording to the American Bill of Rights, are the
ht to a free press, the right peacefully to assemble and petition
gress for a redress of grievances, the right to the security of person

| property from unlawful search and seizure, the right to a free election

- Even more typically, state legislature, where anti-labour laws are

dily passed--for instance, the so-called "ritht to work" law which

©8 union shops illegpl--are no more than legislative extensions of

ilnesn bomprd rooms. For instance, a survey of the professions of lepis-

iere of the nation's 50 state governments, made by the Insur.nce Infor-
Mtion Institute (published in the US News & World Report, Jans 9, 1978)

‘#9vgals that most of the state legislators are either lawyers or business-

sfsp=-over 7V percent--and those who are not (government employees, educators

“4%cd) share their ‘ideology. Of those listed as "ljbour, non=-profit orga-
%ivation officdals" there is a represéntative of only 1 percents - -



All thess "righta" by the way, are defined as existing 1n ,,
tionship to the "government'. That 1o, any violation occurs csiy .
the "government” moves against the press, not whan the press 41s »ng
ssed by other (i.es economic) means, when tho government forbids fs
asseably and petition, not when a local authority does, or a gans,
peraonal privacy and security are violated only when the goverrnsci”
to do so not when private individuals (1,04 business, corporatics &

do 804

vt

But even this myth has been lately shattered., Hevglaticne
have come pouring out of Washington have destroyed forever the fois
that the press existed "independently" of government, The whole ¥%,
aow knows that most of the preses cooperate willingly (which, =om¢ =&
tind, eaves "government's" honor after all: they were not presursl
do 80) with the CIA in its crimes, the FHL in its.

But even befere these revelations came out, nobody had any il
about how "independent" a monopoly press which was part and parcel
monopoly itself could be, "Independence" toward government was set
defined as the "independence" of a Republican-owned newspaper to =
Democratic administration and the independence of a Democratic pre
determined by how "independent" it shows itself toward a Republic-
adninistration.

-
~a

R But real independence was, in the past, and is today, Jjust =:
ruthlessly eliminated, by fair means or foul, as in any autccrztis=

Recent revelations that, to all intents and purposes, the =@
press worked haBd-in-glove with the CIA (as it for years had works!
the FBI) in order to suppress news, distort and falsify it, and =2l
just trivial or marginal issues but on life-and-death issues, kes
vindicated what the left has known all the time but now it was k&o
the millions of Americans who all down the years had been the wict
of "managed” news.

But if the "free press" is a myth, how much more a myth is ©
notion that every American is free to petition his government foF
redress of grievances without punishment?

1t is now again publiely admitted--and it all punred ocut <Sur
Water-gate--that, on the contrary, government, federal, state and
keep a close watch on dissidents, enter their names into police =
and then, by various means, extending from the wicious to the vicl
punish them for their opinions,

Now, everybody knows in America what once only the Left km=
that is that the government, acting through the FBI and CIA, a5 w
the military, infiltrated peace organizations, women's organizati
in fact, all protest organizations, and through their agent-prova
provoked crimes and violence that was contrary to the policy and
of those organizations.

We hnow that telephones were symtematically tapped, letter:
jobs were lost on FBI insistence and new ones refused, that home:
ransacked secretly, and reputations destroyed by blackmail and &=
We know, too, that drugs were secretly used by government agents
diesidents, and that, as in.the case of the Black Panthers, ope=m
was instigated inside the movement resulting in several cases o £
We know, too, that the chief FBI agent, J, Edgar Hoover, climaxe
lifetime career of framing labour rand left pemsonalities by at t
to frame the Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., the famous Black ciwi

nilitant, and the pomsibi.lit.x that he and his FBI might have bece
involved in hie eventual asshssination still remains an open qu¢

~ But it is also known today that the government, ,'ioting a=
ment, nssassinated foreign leaders for political reasons, "de-—=
Chile as it had earlier "de-stabilized" Guatemala and other cou
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gith bribes, socret money deala, blackmail,
nad massively intervened in a whole series of other countrica with
vribes, secret money deals, blackmail, etes, climaxing this list of
norrors by the Bay of Pige lending directly intc the menumental cri: r
Yiotname :

But all this is shrugged off as the way wardness of cvertly zenloun
adainistrators, and in any case, the blame, if blame there wooy of "too
previous adniniatration.

5till, in Aperican, the crowning glory of the democratic syston i
jts right to vote froely for whatever party one choosesy But oven thio
gyth has been exploded recently, lot only has it come to gricf cn tis
question express thelir positions on a par with the “major" parties--t' .y
jo not)=-- and on the question of whe ther or not the FBI and Cla irtoey. org
gith their operations (they do), but also the myth has bLeen destpcy d
at its very centre. It is now also clear to millions where it wis not s
clear before (Watergate and Vietnam) that the two major parities are
single monopoly-controlled parties and shuttle power between them witheut

changing its essence-

And money is the name of the game. If in the "bad c.d doys"

olitical parties bought a citizen's vote for a silver dollar end mug of
‘beer, today the "change" is not eo much in bribing the individual voter,
though it still happens, as it is in being able to buy enough T¥, neas-
paper and other "time" and "space" to inundate him with your version of
things and events, to present your candidate as a personality (loving
father, dutiful husband, devoted chrch-goer, otce: such a man in a good
pan,‘ho will be good for the country, etc.: vote for him).

With TV timé priced, in 1976 at 390,000 a minute, and with every-
one acknowledging that the man who gets the most TV exposure isc the ran
most likely to win, obviously then those pa?oies_that cannot afford
290,000 a minute for TV time cannot hope to make a showing at alle

And this is exactly how it worke out., The man manufactured for
TV exposure is an a: ' owledged myth, a fiction--a character on filu.
That myth is voted for. The real man comes out from beneath the fclse-
face only when he's safe in office and then there's nothing you can do

mbout it.

B2 But even though voting is touted in América as the esscnce of
democratic freedom, the truth is that in federal elections hardly more
gthan half of those eligible to vote actually do so, and in statc and local
aslections, often the figure falls far below 50 per cents The simple
Fact is that most elected officials in America are elected by a winority o
5f the citizens, not a majority. .
In November 1977 a poll was taken by the New York Times and CBS
faws in an attempt to find out why so many péople eligible to vote
severtheless did not, The poll found that 55 percent of the votere they
interviewed and the same percentage of the non=-voters believe that
“public officials don't care much about what people like me think",
ind 58 percent‘of the voters and 59 percént of the non-voters believe
that “government is pretty much run for a “ew bit interéstsee." . And,
.hough 54 percent of the voters felt that "you can trust the government
o do what's right" some of the time, only 51 percent of the nonevoters
Tought sB0¢ '

This skepticism about ‘he two-party system, which has always becen
outed as guaranteeing political choicerin America, further refelcts
“4£80lf in the steep drop of members in the Republican Party (only 20
ercent*of the voters in 1977 admit to being Republicans) and almest as
@rious a drop for the Democrats who get somewhere from 40 to 48 percent.
at those voters who classify . imselves as "independents" now stand =
=tween 31-33 percent of the voters and signify a tremendous loss of
—onfidence 'in the two-party syst = which has been traditional in the
SA.



Ona of the most fualamental vights of the people=-a human rigzt
leads to all other pighte-=is the right to know the truths, We=o

hly=controlied press puses as a “"free press”, this is a ?ruel ?

N - s 2 - -h ok - b

u are eundlessly saerificed in woeaninglees warsy why tho¥ Live 33
atacsphere of intense anxiety, of unrelenting fear that war will bresk

gat at any scment.

Here, them, i3 the mntral myth in whose name the American pecple

wre deprived of the most fundamental informaticn about their owh livem
and the sopld they live int  that the threat of war oomes i‘rurz'tha
Soviet Unton anl othep soelaiiat countries where "human righte" are

sonsistently violatad,

And this myth {s used to cover up the truth which has beeén consesl
=4 fpom the american people in a conspiracy of the press and povernsen®y
sf tho lecdare of the intellectual world, chwrch and sehools, thant £33
convince people that the atruggle of the people for their liberation £8
tyranny and that the rale of a minority against the majerity le frecdoms

Nonopoly=eapital is a monster whose appetite is so garpantuan that
if devours governments and peoples, deatroys the land, pollutes the =zifr,
corrupts the youth, all in the name of "profit", Milliona of human
beings have teen--and still are being placed on a never=ending conveyor
*"Lelt of death that threatens to deliver humanity itself to its extinctin

And chief among the suppliers of death weapons to the nations of
the world where "human righta" have never existed, or if they did for =
moment, were almost immediately obliterated, is the United Statecae

"Between 1973 and 1979" writes Michael T4 Klare, Fellow of the
“Institute for Poliey Studies, (New York Times, Aug., 10, 1977), "these
10 worat offenders (of human rightst Chi,e South Korea, Thailand and
Uruguay among others==Py B,) received $1.,1 billion in United States
military grants--43 percent of all such funds disseminated during this
periodsss And despite President Carter's pledge to cut back on arms
delivepica to reprussive regimes, these 10 countries are scheduled te
roceive 9500 million more in United States military aid during the fasca

year 1977¢aes

"Government records show United States agencies and corporaticons
providing arms, equipment, training and technical support to the police
and paramilitary forces most directly involved in torture, assassinatioxn
and incarceration of oi7ilian dissidentases"

80 much fer supporting "dissidents"! 80 much for "human rights'!
ovils today pessimism about curing even the mildest of social evils
roigns everywheres :

Violent crime soars. It becomes routine, Guns proliferate, the us
of them to settle problems, ranging from family quarrels to getting
monoy, i8 nlmost as automatic as, for a good Catholic, going to churchge

For crime and crinminals, the New York Times (Septe 16, 1977) writa
"Most prisons need to longer aspire to schools or counsellng centers or
anytbing but places with bars and locks,"

FEdueation? Popular education in America has suffered body blows
in the last 20 yearss This is signified not only by the deterioration
in standards but aleo in the fact that a pronounced division between
plch and poor, white and Black, has appeared in the American school
gystem, which is being institutionalized in the enormous growth of priw:
schools and in the flight of white middle class to the suburbse

On drugs, not only has the fight to stop the drug traffic ended ir

defent, the epread of them to higher levels of society has incroased. |}
tho same time the traffic is more and more firmly in the grip of the
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It does not matter that the r. At to strike, to join 4
is aot s basie, Comstitutional right of workers, and is cong
ned by forces ajming to elisinate thosse temtative “pights”,

_ ind 80, one "It doesn't matter,” seen froz the point o
formal democracys But cbviously it doces matter Lo millionms
sho feel less than husan in a society in which thear digaity
affronted by the debased culture they are subjescted to and v
uncertainty of existence increases day by daye

The Heleinki Final Act (of which only the "Human Right
exists for soms) 4id not envisage unleashing a propaganda wa
object was for one side to annihilate the others The object
Act was to find cosmson ground which transcended all othep df
no matter how serious, on which bothesor all sides could sta
common ground is peaces-is the aceeptance of detento--whoss
act that cne syetem is morally superior to the other but tha
balanee of forces historically arrived 2t in the world precl
sent of outstanding issues by war,
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Ahlerrelation Negtweaen Teopmuimzics

Boier 'v and Techuology seans different things to different
pples Bome people comsider sclence and techaolegy as an aotivity
alvihg basin scientific eariceity, while others associats ssience
‘terhinelogy sainly wits the emginsering aspscts of science and tecknos
rye Jot there ars thoae sho consider the political convejuences of
lying sclence snd techmology in sceleiys Thers are othep people
pee prime cuncerr s to acngider the revesuss and costs assorlated
. seience and tecknolegy especially is research and/ eor in imporiing
hinery, technlesl persomsel, ind isforsation systems, In the third
314, perbaps the obly unifying fastor #ith regard to soience nsnd
shaology are the suppilers of sciutiena, though only partial sclsticss,
national develojmental yrotlews and a8 such, s-lence and tecinology
@ boep af Lhe fousdatien fer scelowscpnomic dovsiopmant,' Guck prodlon
seladainistration, sorruption, snd inilshes have 2o teckmologi-al
Nuticnd, The interrelstion tetwsen aclencs and tethmology o3 one hand
culture and ths saviremmest &f sselsty o ths other hand is sonplex
$liustrsted i the Toliowicg woda)i . .
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Burihy, Kke, "Seicnce, Tochmaloer uxd Sseioty” in Scicnse
) and Teehsology 234 the Fature, Lole Bowr, Neschem,
; Yew York Lozdog, 1979, Pe 1072 o
® This paper is a reviesd versios of a paper shich The miep yrevexted 4
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Vaiversity of D'Splses ix Mareh 1900,
® The satter is a Berisr Levturer 1n Tevelopmasnt Sywdier spezialisias
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§o are in full agreeasnt alth tho Lidquintd 6ho have asesried eial

§ideaprond technological and eocial shange interact so
{ntioately that one kind of transformation 16 -net pons hle
githout the others,s Developing countries cannot gxperience
the technologieal transformation neceswary 1o nohioye
aselfereliant davelopment and meet minipum neads of tholy
pocple without also experiencing a social transforon thons"?

 Bclence identifics the noed and provides the basis for teohnole
solutions to social needs especially basie needs such as food, watery
shelter, chothing, bealth eare and education, ]

To digcuss technology and rural development in iavintion of saec
other is a g1 ee error because teohnology cannot be allenated from
soclety or any deyelopment process be it urban or rural davelopmente
Tochno{ogy is an ingredient ar integral part of any pocilomccononie-
lopment process irrespective of reference to any pre=sclonial, cole
or port = colonial socletiess/ Harly civilizations developed ;6110' GE
the discovery of fire, motals, and subsequently the tranaformaticd
tools, beginnings of agriculture and secumulation of tochnical ekil
well a8 organisational metheds arising frow specializaticns '
man's struggle and reapensss to varying environmental challenges .
role of science and Technology in developmsnt is 'o increase, agr '
and industrial effiedency in production apart from promoting socialk
welfars scrvices, ’ 4

6 The aiory of man's development can in some rempects be trao’d
=

1.2 P nilosophical Reconstruction of Linenr Flowi

Concupts/Resoupoes to Solutiona. ki :

The following is a shematic representation of the flow or stay
secraling for solutions to @ocinl needs by utilizing acicnee nnd
Jeggps

ﬁﬂﬁ‘aﬁ Ngeds ‘
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~-—... _Figuret Technical Development in Solving Socinl Problems!
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Tansania is involved im a world based on teoknalony
snd we shall remais backeard snd dependent upen
sthers until we are able to produse sur ows people
with acientific skilla.

In 1971, the TANU Bienniel Confersnde mesting in Dar s Galax

rasclved that Developsent Plass should put pricrity o the provision of
sater, sducation and healths

The Party document, Siasa ni Kilimo'? that is Politics is Arrisoliure
shich is otherwise known asz the Iringa Declaratiom of May, 1572 i:
another testimony of Tanzania's recognition of the censtral role of scic-
atific knowledge and technology in development, Siasa mi Kiii-o colls
for the adoption of modern crop husbandary in order o attais netd sl

self«\afficiency in food and cash erops,

In 1973, the National Executive Committee of TANU passed an’ icsucd
suidelines for the establishment and advancement of small scals incusizie
es in order to enable Tanzania exploit and utllize fully her natur-l
resourced such as minerals, water, fisheries, foreets and so ome*<
low technical capability in industry, including small scale intueiri
can be explained mainly by Tanzania's history of colonial dominntlen o
exploitation which left Tanzania(Zanzibar and Tanganyika), at inlopendence
without much expertise in engineering and technelogy, and without o
strong economic base to use her natural resourcess At preseni, It is
only the small scale industries which Tanzaniams can establish and ronage
without having to rely heavily on foreign assistancey especially if
Tanzanians ferm Co-operative Societies on an TUjamaa Zaocialis t) basis,
Such is the case because small scale industries do net require vory
heavy investment, and often sophisticated large machinery or hizhly
specialized expertise are not needed. One objective of Ujamaz policy is
bring about transformation andlxj-evolution in the rural areze 1t techno-
logzy and knowledge in general.

LI MODERNIZATION OF ABRICULTURE:

2.1 Factors in Modernization of Agriculture:

"Technology is but one of the many factors which limit ~ ricrltural
improvenent...In general, agricultural doveloEent may be limite” by may
factors aind a systeme approach is necessary."1:* Mosher, for ex=i)lc has
identified ten factors as being universal for agricultural development,
¢f which five are 'essentials' including markets, technology, lecal
availability of imput supplies, production incentives, and transporta-
tione Without anmy of these, there can be no agricultural developzent,
In addition, there are 'accelerators' imcluding markets, fechmolory,
local availability of input supplies, production incentives, and tranc-
portations Without any of these, there Can be no agricultural develor=
ment, In addition, there are 'aécelerators' to development, which =re
important’but not indispensable, including educatiom, production creiit,
graup action by farmers, land improvement and development, and naticnal

pPlanninge

2.2 Low Agricultural Productivity:

Tanzania's economy is dominated by the agriculfural sector, Trus.
the modernization of the agricultural sector is very crucial not only
to the economy as a whols but also for the socialist transformation of
the rural economy which involves nearly 92% of the people of Tanz~nin.

10  See TANU, Maazimic ya Mkutano Mkuu wa 15 na 16, TaNU, Dar es Scla=a,
1971, (Resolution No. 18, 15th TANU Biencial TANU Conference)s

11  See TANU, jgizo la Halmashauri Kuuuya Taifa Juu ya Kuensisbn sz

Kuendeleza Viwanda Vidogo Vidogo Nchini, TANU, Dar es Salaam, -Ji.
pﬁngrapha 3 and 6.
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We must, in other words, aim at creating a nation i
which Ujamaa farss and communities dominate the rural
econcay and set the sogial pattern for the country as
a wholee*”

Nyerere's observation sas made at the time of the Arusha Declorition
in 1967 While it is true that agriculture dominates the nationel econam»
the phooce at sbich the agriculture has been modernized in most parts of
Tanzania warrants serians concern, Five years later, (1972) the thes
ruling party, Tanganyika African National Union (TANU) had to issue gul iz
lines on possible steps to take in order to modernized agriculture

"Our agricultural efficiemcy has gonse down since
independencess. our methods of (crop and animal)

husbandry have not improved, that the increases in output are
in output are much less thag6they should given

the labour effort expended.

Yot by October 1979, agricultural efficiency had worsered in TanzZ=ni.
According to a Chama cha Mapinduzi Report, cotton production dropped fros
418,845 balas in 1976/77 to an expocted 285, 706 bales in 1979/80 while
sisal prig?uction dropped from 209,303 tonnes in 1968/69 to 89,900 teomuers 1§

1977/78.

The large ecate farms and estates which use only about 10% of eulte
ivated land, employing less than 5% of agricultural labour, produce ncssly
50% of .the export crops. The following table fives average crop yields
by Tanzanian peasants, who most of whom don't use fertilizers and do ret
follow other modern crop husbandry practices, and possible crop yields
which could be obtained under Tanzanian conditions if modern crop husban-
dpy practices, mnd possible crop yislds.which could be obtained under
Tanzanian conditions if modern crop husbandry practicer were followed.

Table 1: Average Crop Yields by Tanzanian Peasants for 1978: and Po'saibl:
Yields for Modern Crop Husbandry {Tonnes/ha)

Crop Average Yield/ha - Possible Yield/ha . £

Lo . (without manure, (for modern crop husbandry)
insecticides) ‘

Maize U e s BE ) 2.0 = 5.0

Cassava 3.0 -11.0 . 15.0 =200

Sorghum .’ 0:4 - 1.0 : 3.0 =~ 5.0

Groundunts 105 324700 1.0 - 1,8

Rice (Feddy) Oult = 3.4 245 = 640

Mixed Beans ! Di3e OgFast! 1.0 = 1e5

Cotton N 0.3 = 0.8 0,8 = 1.5

Round Potatoes 6.0 =10.0 25,0 = 3040

Svieet Potatoes ’ 7.0 =10.0 15,0 = 30,0

Bananas ' t 5.0 =1C.0 25,0 = 3040

Source: Ministry of Agriculture, Dar es Saiaam, 1978.

12  See TANU, Maazimia ya Mkutano Miuu wa 15. na 16,TANU, Dar es salacs,
1971, (Resolution Ne. 1€, 15th TANU Biencial TANU Conference) .

13. SEE TANU, Agizo la Halmashauri Kuu ya Taifa Juu ya Kuanzisha n=
kuendeleza Viwanda Vidoge Vidogo NchinigATANU Dar es S_alaam,

1973 paragraphs 3 and 6. :
14 Jones, G., The Role of Scoemce ‘and Tochnology in Deve‘loping_ Countr
oxford University Press, London, 1971, pps 53=59.,
15 Nyerere, J.K., Socialism and Rural Development, Government Printe:
: Dar ¢s balaam, 19673 Pe.15s & . . .
16, TANU, Siasa ni Kilimo, TANU, Dar es Salaan, 1972, pe 6 (TANU,
PoliticS is Agriculture, TANU, Har es Salaamy 1972, ps 6)e

17 See Tanganyika Standard (Newppapers) Ltd, Sunday Noxs, No. 1396,
october 28th 1979, Dar es Salaam, pe l.



—

<09 average crop yields for mopt €rope are jJjuatl about 0% of a4¢
:;i‘.d-\' as hna beon deponstrate b/ research fnot) t'J’-tDXAﬂ, i mg
Srop husbandry prrotices are¢ used,

One of the reasons for poor agricultural perforsence i6 rure: -y.. .
38 poor extention senices, It is eutimaddd that the agricultural ¢ ...
nician cates for nearly 5,000 pessante, Beme of the rsascns for 3 1
productivity of the small farmere are inadequete technicnl knoweloog
agricultural crodit-worthiness) inadsquate organfzation for effeciiv.
pro iuction progranures; inadequate dissemipation of agrieulitural rou-o-re
findirgs tg formers, and inadequate professional hivice, The aspicult
extension 1s inefficients In 1978 there was one agricultural fi¢id
€echnician to every 1500 farmers which means that on ths averare, on. f-ro
mar could have the service and attention of such o techuisisn rjn.‘,".;'.j.: :
for a r:'.ax'ir.um of only one full day's consultation and demcoatratiosn i
four to five yearsl Desides that, the extension staff are {11 equipped
and have in most cases to serve on many other dietriet projecte, [

3

O

fOr ¢
variety of crops, amidst poor mesns of transport ip the rural arcas
’

)

Utilization of Agriculturel Inputes

i

L <

The application of manure and artificial fertilizers in any ccuntry ic
an intricate activity which needs careful fattention becauss blanket
prescription of certain doses of fertilizer to large agricultural zones
of different soils could infact lead to s0il detecration and in Bomo
cases less crop yields per unit area., In volgasie red soil ffkuruci),
also known as laterite soils, as i the case in large areas of Shinjyunca
wanza and parts of Mara region, guess-work-methodology in the application
of Sulphate of Anmonia intensifies acidity of'soils, This can lead to
low crop productivitys Vullagers of Ihayabuyaga Village in Geita district,
for example, have established that when they use artificial fertilizers,
guch ps Triple Super Phasphate and Sulphate of Ammonia, their average
yeild per acre is not as high 8s when they use cow=-dung marere according
to recommended dosage, In 1976/77, Ihayabuysga villagers had a 74 acro
communal maize farm, They used artificial fertilizers, we hope corrccilyl
and they got 164 bags of maize which is an average of 2.2 bags of maize
per acree In the following yeer, l977ﬂ8. the same villagers, on th:
. same piece of land, under very similar c¢limatic conditions realized un
| average of 345 bags of maize per acre after ueing cow-dung manures

S T

= e

i Redent studies by the Institute of Development Studies at the

| University of Dar es Salaam indicate that a subetantial percentage of the
| »equired agricultural inputs which is delivered to villages ie lefi to

| rot in village stores or in homesteade as is illustrated in the following
I table: T

¥

£ Table 23 Utilization of Agricultural Inputs in Kigogo Village/Kibono

i District - 1978,
Fertilizer/ Amount Delivered Amount used Percentage Utiliz:d
Insecticide

' TeSePe 125 bags 62 bags 50%

’ CeAoN, 312 bags 226 bags 77%

| S.hAs 200 bagﬂ 200 bﬂgs he%

i H 632 3600 kg 1476 kg Lﬂ%;

' DDT 2496 kg 1467 kg 60%

The following table concerning the utilization of ferti]..iZers and )
| ipeecticides also strengthens the assertion that a substantial amouct of
' magrioultural inputs are not used. :

B

cet N0
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wable 31 1 of Fartilizers in Geita Cottmn Project

Taput Total Total Balances Percentage Bala’°°

) Input Input stored distributed store-

Relivered distri- ip ho< but in
uted mgs tgads Bot ussd viil=z®
Stores

#TSP 28,03k 21,%29 5,655 2% 64505

(50kg bags)

-S4 57,930  40,R55 12,455 30% 17,575

(S50Kz bags)

«Thioda

(litroaf 152,787 564353 - - 96,443%

Sourcet Tanzania Cotton Authority,

Geita Cotton Project Quarterly Report, January-March 19764

innex 6 (a) and 6 (h) See also, Quarterly Report of sams =¥

for April to June, 1976,
among reasons cited for the apathy with regard to the use of fortili=
and insecticides is gemeral ignorance and gereral fear of peasants ©4
ning credit terms for agricultural inputs given to them by the Tanzas
RPural Development Bank, This observation is quite proncunced in the !
World Bank finanged Project and also in the Geita Cotton Project, elsi
finanoced by the World Bank. .

The other aspect concerning the use of agricultural inputs is =o5°
problem of late“delivery and distribution of agricultural imputs o T
nts in good time for the planting season. In a typical village, Iz
Geita Distriot, out of a total of 1200 bags of Triple super Sulph=te
delivered to the village by September 1975, only 170 bags (that is T
were distributed to peasants by December 31st 1976s The oplimum rec -
nded planting dates for cotton in that zone are from 15th November to
January 15ths This means that there were only two weeks left for o<
planting/sowing season and yet the fertilizer, TSP, which is used fo=
dressing fields before sowing was still not distributed, There are =
of cases of this type of delayed delivery and/or delayed distribuficn
fortilizers, insecticides and pesticides.

2+4 Agricultural Mechanization of Yractormania?

Agricultural Mechanization is the replacement of human labour im
agricultural production and processing activities by machines includi
the performance of activities such as ploughing, harrowing, sowing, =
sting, milking and milkeprocessing as well as the transportation of
agricultural inputs and agricultural products. Agriculture in Tanzanxn
is still largely subsistent and only about 10% of farmers employ farm
machinery. Unifortunately, nowadays, there seems to be a growing toni
to identify and single out only tractorization as agricultural macha:
tions This tendency is unfortunate because firstly, tractors are ver
expensive to buy and maintain and most peasants cannot afford iLhems; =
secondly there are simpler, cheaper and more appropriate technologies
as ox=carts and ox-ploughs which could be made/used easily in the ru:
areass Lt would ofcourse be necessary to establish rural workshops °
adequate facilitiés and staff for mainteéengnce and repairs,

Very little systematic research and development has been done re-
agrienltural machanization in the third world, Tanzania included, es;
1ly so @oncerning research on the utilization and problems of tracto;
tions Objectives of research and development activities in agricul
should be to inerease labour produetivity, to increase land preodueti:
to reduce drugory, to inerease employment; nnd to inorease renl inc o
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Table 4

Tractor No. Village Approx. Tractor hours Tractor  Acrease Acreage Fuel Fuel
Km from done Rays done per day used litres/
GCoFP»® done acre
Head
office
T2 26923  Kasamwa 20 6349 8 68.0 845 917.0 13.5
™ 26929 Lubanga 25 15.9 2 :ﬁ.o m.m www.o k0.9
T2 26926 Busolwa 50 43,7 7 5.0 N «0 19.1
MZH m:w Kamhanga 15 38.3 5 k9.5 9.9 65040 132
MZH 546 Kamhanga 15 22.1 2 18.0 9.0 260.0 b4
MZH 543 Project Farm 2 b1.9 2 22,0 11.0 24544 1.2
MZH 542 Project Farm 2 76.2 7 62.0 8.9 506.0 8.1

Source:

Tanzania Cotton authorit Geita Cotton Project Quarterly Report,
Jan « March 1976, a

This data does clearly indicate that not all the tractors were being used efficiently taking into acoount
the low level of acreages ploughed and the oil consuged. For example, tractor TZ 26929 did only 1l acres
in 2 days where this could be trebled and yet 40.9 litres of diesel were consumed per acre as against an

aperage of 10 to 11 litres per acre for tractors which operated on the Project Farmj very close to the
Project Head Offices

- G.C.P. Meons Geita Cotton Project.
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ene extont that 4t dp now a fashion to plouph ene's shamba (faem) iy
cpadtor Just as it is now a fashion to bLulld one's house using essent
s eiekae It ia therefore not surprising to note that the trpgtop-nire.
L ow=and=pay=later-acheme of the Geita Cotton Project wan perhapa !
.ot popular feature of the noervices offered by the project,

sssafter Sinsa ni Kilinmo was launched, our maln problem has
veen our belief that increasing agricultural production is
tantamount © mechanization«the tractor, bulldozer and cater-
pillar will ealvage our agriculture, The exenlsation prograsn
started in 1969/70 have made no or 1ittle progress inspite

of the fact that this matter was given new inpetus in 1974

by a directive from the Prime Minister.,.to the effect

that tho ox=plough should be glven die attention in the
village development programmesi®

~. 5 Food Storage Systems:

to exhort peasants to produce more food is one thing but to ensure that
the food produced is used proporly is another thing, Between 30{ to
«o% of the faod produced in the third world, mostly in the tropics is
stroyed every year through improper harvesting, or storage or lack

> means of transportation to ferry food crops from farms to Homenleads
from homesteads to marketing stations and industrinl processing
ntrese For Tanzania, this percentage of food wastage is estimated to
o between 35% to B0¥." It is therefore very impomtant that our eoicnne
.nd technology systein should face this challenge in order to prevent
nese excessive losses of foode The most common method of crop storage
n rural Tanzania are huts made of poles and plastered with mud or wet
sung (mokologoto)s Over the past five years, the National Milling
Corporation has launched a programme of building silos but such storape

O et
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~ technology has has. already proved to be too complex and sophisticated

| +o be of immediate use in rural Tanzania. There is need to put more

eaphasis on improving traditional ¢rop and food preservation techniques,
In this regard the Tanzania Food and Nutrition Centre has a crucial

| role to lead other reseapch in stitutions.

Regarding the use of chemiéals for crop/food preservation, apart
from developing simple but effective food storage systems, peasants

. should be educated on the importance of utilizing such facilities and

also the dangers of chemicals used in preserving some fcod crops and
seedse Yor example, it is not uncommon to find that some ignorant peasante
vash maize seeds which had been treated with KYANAKIL (CAN) and then
thev make flour and prepare a maize meal from such poisonous flour.

III RURAL WATER SUPPLY SCHEMES:.--

5.1 Provision of Rural-Water Supply in Tanzania:

Water is essential for agricultural, industrial and domestic purposes.
According to a Report of the United Nations Water Conference held at
Mar del Plata, Aggentina im March 1977, the world does not lack *fresh
sater., The toral global supply is sufficient to meet needs into the
foresceable foature., The problem is availabilitys, The report emphasized
that "gater tends go be available in the wrong place, at the wrong time,
or with the wrong quality,20 :

In Tanzania, the provision of water supply to rural communities is
one of the top priorities of the Party's (CCM) and the government's rural
development programme. By June 1969 the end of the first Five Year
Bevelopment Plan, a total of 1,452,000 rural people approximately 10% of
the population, had been previded with clean potable waters
19 lgassongwa, J.M., Rural Development: An Assessment of Socialist

e Rural Transformation during the first Decade
2 A . of the Arusha Declaration, (nimeo), University of
Dar es Salaamy 1977,




3t the end of the second Five Year "tve“.:mmnt Flan, an additiomal
1,754,000 people had been provided with cleam sater ia villages Lri, e
ing the percentage of the population with cleaa water to 17%. The > g
implementation rete was to provide l.8.million rursl pecple with wasge ™

x,lr year., However, between 1979 to the emd of 1579, only aa avers s

f 300,000 pecple in the villages have been provided with improvsed 7 Sy

surply per year, Thus, a total of about 5,000,000 people out of %=
rural popslation have isproved Water Supply (end of 1979)y that is
arproximately 36% of the rural population,21 At that phace, 1t iz uag
likely that all 8630 recognized villages will have improved water Iugegy
by 1981, Infact, it is highly probable that the actual perceztafs 28
glighly below 36% because of rieing costs of contruction material 2
rocketiag oil prices, and general inflationary tr -
have damped down the pace of implementation,

=75
A variety cf strategies are used in implementing rural s=zier =3
progfects with emphasis on simple schemes and mobilizing self-nely #3885
of the local people., The aim of people's participation is to 1575__.‘,'3 v".f_
rurgl people &n the development of their own water suppliess If szusa =
participation is to be effective, the tecknology use d has to be w®ithis
the people's general knowledge, economic base, and has to be t22%t ¥oigm
demands abilities and skills which the people possesa.

#ater supply systems differ in their potential for devel
self-help basiss Favourable techmologies for pecple's ua‘f ie
nould therefore possess mest of the following qua11t1e5.2

(r) They should te low in cost.

b) Pural people ehould, with some kirnd of training, be =
operate and maintain the water supply system. That
technclogy used in the.water supply system should no
a high level of technical skill,

Ic) The system should make as much use as possible of loc 25
available materisls, and should avoid heavy reliance e |
materigls, such as energy fuela, 3

B
il

(d) Local labour should be used whenever possible and capital
equipment (heavy =machinery) should never be used imsteaZ o
labour.

)

In a study on the impact of self-help in rural water supply '3"
_.,.ZJJ-!' Mujwahuzi made a comparative evaluation of four technologies
ich are the mair methods of extracting wate~ from the hydrolegi cJ —n&
‘*'*e methods are desalimation from oceans condemsaticn from the atros'...m
foof and ground catchment from rainfall; dams, wells and canals from
suface water and springs, and wells (and boreholes) from groundwater,
"o“lcri:g table cives the various teclnologies used in water supply
systems and their corresponding poteatial for local people's p,.rti"l,.z._ £
in prcject izplementation and also the potentizl for utilization of u_-,*

naterialse.

See Omo = Fadaka, J., "The Mibuse of Scicnce and Technology™-Inm >
Scjence and Technology and the Future, ops citey pe I132.

1 BSee Tanzania, Government of, Third Five Year Development Plan for
Tconomic and Social Development, 1970-1901, Part One: Ge=x ﬂ'a.
: Berspectives, Government Printer, Dar es Salaam, 1578, »:
2, 69-70.

22 See also Tenganyika Standard (Newspapers) Ltd, SUNDAY NEWS, Dar es-
Salaan, & November 1579, p. 1.

29
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22 Mujwahuzi, M.R., The in ¢t of Self-Help in Bural Water Supply i=
z Tanzania; zikeo, University of Dar es Salaam, 1977y -Pe 3T
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‘:‘\blc 2t Participation Qualities of Water Bupply Syetems

?jb;f of Water Supply

i Systen Low Simple Local Loenl
in Technology Materinls  Lebour

, Cost Used

Oceans and Atmosphere:

. Desalination:
. By mechanical :
; Plants No o Ho o
Condensation/atmo lo lNo o lio
ispheie Rainfall:
b ocf catchment Mediunm Yes Yes Yes
Cround catchment: 3
Improving surface Yes Tes fes 1es
;5011 treatment Medium Yes lo Tes
| " )
ihinins catchment Medium Yes No Yee
*‘5urface Water Sources: ¥
Ponds and Tanks Yes Yes YeB €B
Reservoirs Yes Yes Yes Yes
Sroundwater Sources:
Hand-dug wells Yes Yes Yes Yes
Tube wells:
Bored wells Medium Yes o Yes
Driven wells Medium Yes No Yes
Jetted wells ° Medium No No No
Pgreholes:
Bercussion High No No lio
‘Rotary ' High No No No
Scurce: Mujwahuzi, M.R., op.cit.
Desalination by use of mechanical -plants brings improvement both

quantity and quality of water obtaineds But as a system which has
i‘g be used in rural areas of underdeveloped countries this system has
many disadvantages. The major constraints for this technology is that
£he technical know-how required in building the plants call for special
Bxpettlﬂﬂ, the costs involved in purchasing the machinery and equipment
mre high and operatlng costs are also highe If a desalination plant
is to be built in an underdeveloped country, machinery has to be imported,
Therefore, construction and running of such plants would depend on
Foreign experts, and local labour would hardly be ‘wsed, Due to the
mature of the required technology, this system of water supply cannot
se easily taught and acquired by the rural populations,

Cloud seedmg is known to increase the amount of prec1p1tation but
phe technology required and the coste involved in inducing rainfall
makes this approach to water supply unsuitahle for development in rural

nIreatbs

Roof catchment system of collecting rainwater seems to be the easiest
ray of obtaining water for domesiic purposes in rural arcas. The systenm
. rings an improvement in both quantity and quality of water. The systen
; an be built in almost any village materials as well as locally available
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labour and skills., The oaly major expenses involved in the Fbof CS2toa,
~ont syvatem is the cost of the roof and storage. This system is suics,

roeially in areas which experience only adequate seasomal rainfall,
it in such cases large storage units would be moeded and these ars
stly to tuild, Aacther advantage of using this system is that it ig
flexivile, The system dan te made for use by and for one homestend,
~ollectins rainwater from one house roof, or it can be built with =
r.up of houscholds eollecting rain water from individual housee-rcofs
leading it intc a central storage unite2?

Azcng the three ground eatchment systems, surface imgrovement
a seens to have the highest potential for particie
¢s not require the use of importe@ MATETIELS,

the case with the other two alternativesy and it cah
e be developed by the local people. The only problem witk
th system is in the poor quality of the water collecteds

Qzeraticnal Problems of Rural Water Supply

Thdre are a number of problems which have hindcred the regular
grovision of improved water to rural communities in Tanzaniae Many ru:
snter supply systems are sither in very poor working condition or not
cperating at all, In a study of rural water supply in Dodoma distriect,
out of thirty one water supply projects in the survery, only nine were
in some form of workin, condition, and the remaining twenty two were o
»f crder were for supply of water to 57,065 people, 80,183 cattle,
284399 goats and 8820 sheep. Some of the main factors which were ide-
atified for this poor state of affair regarding rural water supply, =nd
this 1s not limited to Dodoma District, are lack of trained persommel
for operating, maintaining and repairing water supply systems, lack <f
mainterance facilities, inappropriate design of projects including pooT
szlectioh of machines, lack of transporsation facilities and general
lack of invelvement of the village communities in the devs%opment, 3
operation and maintenance of rural water supply projects.”’ See Append=d

With the frequent shortage of diesel in rural areas, from time %o
time, even some of the water supply systems which are in good working
srder do not serve the people because they do not operate for up to 30%
of the time, There is one other problem of rural Water supply &systens
ghich concems village planning and engineering design of water projec =
4 number of rural water supply schemes are now overbabdd or over straiz=d
in that sush systems were orginally planned to serve suraller populatic<t
than they are presently being expected to serve, A good example of
this is the Kalemela Igalukilo Water Supply Scheme in Magu District »t=°
is now serying slightly over twice the orlpinal population and livestocek
than had been anticipated daring the planning and design stage, A simil
problems of an overloaded Water System occured at Lusanga Village in
Muheza district where the water supply from an undergound source, was
also diverted and extended to the nearbly Muheza District Headquarters
whiob was not catered for in the original design and choice of machinz»y
or tankse A new water supply for Muheza has now solved this problems

2> See Mujwahuzi, M., op cit.
2a  Ibid,
25 For details See Mujwahuzi, M., A Survey of Rural Water supply

in Dodoma District, BRALUP Research Paper No. 57,
University of Dar es Salaam, 1978, pps 7=17.



 ENERGY AND RURAL DEVELOEMENT:

i Energy in Booio-Economic Development:

A11 systems, whether natural or man-sade depend on ensrgy, z
an essential input in the development of societye The fntrofysticn
ngriculture and ementually induatrialization in human hiatory wox

paralleled profound energy and social revolutions:

Energy revolutions in the sense that each vastly incremsed
energy availability over ‘the former periodj social revolue-
tions in that each increased the scale of scciety and
rearranged the social order arcund new technologies.s As
fossil fuels, the energy of industrialization, mre depleted,
the would enters into the third and most important energy end
social revolutiocn in the development of civilization...The
evolution of civilization over more than a million years
can be seen as a successful quest to control greater amounts
of energy through social organisation in three ‘different
energy and social gystems; hunting and gathering, agriculture
and fossil fuels,? .

2 Main Features of Energy Consumption in Rural Areast - -

Villagers in Tanzania as in other African countries, use very little
in—human or dead energy, There are three district features of enarpy
\nsumption in Tanzanian's rural sector. First, Tanzanian peasants
»nend very heavily on muscular energy to perform all basic activities
5r human survival. The second main feature of the rural population's

erry consumption pattern is that most energy is derived from firewood
e tation based sources. Charcoal is also widely used for cooking but

Eis is more so in the urban centres than in the rural areas. It has
e

n estimated that more than 95 per cent of Tanzanian wood volume con=-

ption in the form of fuelwood and poles is consumed in the rural
'reas. 27 It has also been estimated that a minimum consolidated foreect
eserve of 75 hectares per village is required if villages are to
eplenish at por the wood that is used annually and simultaneously
reserve habitat from degradation. Most villages in Tanzania do not
awe even a third of that much area of forest reserve to keep the balance
etween supply and demand. There is now an afforestration deficit
ceounting for foolwood shortage of 18 million cubic metres per yeor
n 1977 rising to a projected shortage of 2047 micn” by 1985, The
)wallability of firewood im now approaching a crisis point in some areas
speeially in the regions of Mwanza, Dodoma, Mbeya Singida and Shinyanga.
’he Gegradation of the environment is being aggravated by excessive over
jrazing, poor cro% husbandry/cultivatior—and compaction resulting-in
lemage to soils (for data on afforestation and charcoal statistics,
see Appendices B and C). It is predicted by energy experts that Mainland
fanzania will be alsmost a desert in 60 years time if urgent and sonti-
tous afforestation and forest conservation measures are not taken and
Implementeds Robert Lamb writing on the role of the tree Laucasnia in
in the Tanzanian Daily News observed that:

Everyday, the peasant must go a little fvrther away from the
village to find firewood. Every day the charcoal burner charges
a little more. Everyday, more forests are felled and soil .
erosion grows worse.  This is the poor man's energy crisess

26 Candidate No. 00489, The choices in the Next Energy and Social
evolution, Unpublished Paper, World Future Studies Federation,

Romey 1977,. Pe 1

27 l'{n,zava, E.M. Village Afforestration in Dodoma District (nimeo)
Ministry of Natural Resources and Touriem Dar es Salaam. 19775p1-

28  Bee Lanb, Rey "One Answer to African Energy Crisis," Daily News
Tanganyika Standard Newspapers 11/10/§8, Dar es Salaamyepec
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So1 Eplential for Bolar Energy fiystena)

it is constdered appropriate to investigate other means of

alreol harpessing of solar ensrgy, Oup country 18 not

very vieh in every vesources, but the aolar intensity whick

it roceiven is comparatively high, This form of epapgy ecuid

be uned on small soales in villages where it can be put to

yaricus useny The sun effeot on this country produces a varietby
of topographieal features resulting in winds which oan harnessed
and used for pusping water for domestic use and irrvigation

in the villagea, It is clear tharefore that the impaet of

the rural areas of our sountey as a vesult of the availability

of less expenslve and ensily ncoessible form of energy can be
quite ;rrolmjnxi',ﬂ

Bast Africa, of wiich Tanzania {s a part, gets about 3,000 hour= ©
sunchine per year piving %00 to 600 cnlories per o’ at ground levels |
fary vory little Solar energy toohnologlen oan be used for heating wat o
Cor demastic purpuses, distrillation of water for drinking, drying cro o
gater pumping, refrigeration and generating eleotrialty in small unite.
finvever, Tanzania han already made a modest atart in remearch and deve .
pont of renesable alternative énergy nystems,

el Hindpaer development in Tanzanin, (32)

Blightly ever %0 per cent of Tanzania has favourable wind regimes 1
pun windmilles and good potential therafore exists for windedriven geners
not only for water pumping but also for supplying telecommunioation mtal
like telephone repoaters in remote areas, as well aa for supplying i
electrioity to inatitutfons like diapenanries and governmental officess
in 1974, therewere thirty teo windeilla in nainlandy Tanzanine The wma jo
of these windmills were located either in the semi-arid rogiona, of
Bhinyanga and Dodema, for water pumping.

29 Bee TANU, Agizo la Kuanziaha Viwanda Vidogo Vidogo, TANU, D'@alaan
1')7". Ve U]
30 Bae Mranba, B,P,y "Development of Umall feale Industries {n Tanzania'

fn Rural Technology, opscit,

51 Mone Al=Noor Kassum, (Minister of Water, Energy and Minerals) Address
in Jantania National Beientific Resanrch Council &U.8,

‘ ; liational Academy of fojences, Workshop on fol r fa
5 Vil s of Tanzan Dar en EaEaam. 1977' pp.ii . 676
32 This aeetion has éun nﬁorios uné adapted from Rolohel, Riay Wina

! econd

ML&%IL%UL%MM&!, in Proceuvdings of the
International dymponium on Wind Energy Systema, Amatesrdem,]
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shinyanga, various industrial made windmills have been tried like
uthernﬂﬂross, Comet, Climax, Lubing etcs as well as locally produced
pese 1o date 1979, there are 60 installed, and operating, windmills,

Tanzania. A small local firm, Ujuzi Leo industries, is now fabiicn.
ag-¥indmills at a cost of Tshe 18,000 (tbout UE 3 2250) compared to
@ cost of imponting aimilar windmills at about eipht times that [rio
saeh 18 paid in foreign currancy.

The Faculty of Agriculture, Forestry and Veteriamnacy Bcience of

e University of Dar es Salaam has been conducting research and desi n
xk on which perfopmed satisfactorily after a few design charcoal atoves
@ Faculty of Enginsering fabricated a windaill for water pumping in
?6e¢ It pumped water for nearly two years for nearly two years for o
@ll agpicultural project.in a pariurben area of Dar es Galaam called
mdales A recent study made e¢ the same Faculty has shown conslusively
@t windpower is not only technicelly femsible in Tanzania but also more
ionomical than an entirely dicsel based system of same size for a village
ywer station with a 45 kW wind-driven generators, bank of batteries,
static DC.AC inverter and a scall emergency diesel pump for back-ups

13 Biomass Energy Systems:

At present (end of 1979), Tanzania has nearly 50 biogas (gobar gas)
Lants operatings These are distributed all over Tanzania but mainly in
me northern regions of Mucnza, Mara and Arusha. These biogas plants
gage in cost from Ti. 5.400/= for 2nd capacity to T3¢ 35,000 for 10,507
mpacity at 1978 prices. There are tentative plans to instal more
osmunity size gas plants in village copmunities in the new capaital
ity of Dodoma and in Skinvanga Regicn. These community size gas plants
re dodigned to masiize zad eutu callecricy of dung. These community
as plants can generats coug encrgy: at a cheaper price, than rural
1ectrification because not only do you get gas for cooking or heatinr,
ut also you collect a by-product, suitable as a fertilizer, from the
audge which issues from the bio-digester drum. The Indian experience
4 th biogas has shown that biogasification. in tha rural areas is a cheaper,
)etter and simpler energy sysiem than rural electrification.

A rural biogasification projec® has been planned by OXFAM for
jommunity institutions especially rural dispensaries and for some
tamilies in Shinyanga Region, in the nrothern part of Tanzania, which is
ymme of the regions wher2 fuclwcod is elready in short supply. It is

anned to instal one=fanilyusize biogas digesters at official residences
yf Village Managers and in this way, it is hoped that the biogas techno-
logy will diffuse and will be socianlly accepled smocthly without much
Ibirth pangs'es Already an OXFAl rponsored biogas-utilization willag: hag
seen identified and biogas plonis are in operation at Makoko Village in
fusana, Mara Region; where the gus is used for domestic purposes. 4another
rillage, Majengo in arusha region is using biogas for afew homes under
the isrusha Appropriate Technolegy Trojecte

jel Other On-Going Hural Energy Studies:

5el4¢l Rural Energy Rese_ap_gb_ﬁentre:’

The Tanzania National Scientific Resenvrh Council plans to launch
a Solar Energy for Villages Pilot:Project under which it is proposed to
establish a Rural Energy Research Centre in one of Tanzania's semi-
arid areas, Dodoma, €0 as to carry out research an deforestation and
afforgstatione The centre will also conduct field tests of photovoltaic
znd themodynamic devices, and windnills for water pumping/electricity
generatione Other areas of rcsearch will include field tests at the
lsentre will also include biomass systems for family units and for rural
‘communities, It is hoped that the project will also include a training
part for rural technicians and workshop for local fabrication of various
lenergy devices using, where possible, local resourcese

1
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A two year Mural Bnergy Consusption Study is in progress st =,
fnstitute of Development Studies, Principal Researcher Ds Bimon =,
Wkonoki, the author of this paper. The results of the survey whic
exanine snergy resource desand and supply in fifteen villages wili.
used to forecast, and hence plan for, village energy needs incluciz
afforestations

Research and Development

5¢4¢3 Scope for Further Rural Ener

There is & lot of scope for studying various energy aspects ix
the rural areas almest from first principless Energy for rural ooy
ties has always been taken for granted, and there is now an urgent
te sducate the masses on intelligent consumption of epergy for rur-
transportation, for agricultural and for small scale industrial ac %)

The following aspects need immediate attention.

(i) Zomal variation in emergy supply and demande. This should
jnclude the major energy deficit in sach region and the
potential remewable sources.

(i) Characteristic patterns of energy utilisation in rursl
and in urban areas and the impact of energy shortages.

{ii) Comparison of calorific values of firewsod, charcoal,
coal, groundnut husks, cooonu husks etc.

1Y) Purther investigations of suitable collectors for phototis
mal conversion of solar radiation,

v)  an investigation of possibilities of fabricating local
devices for solar cooking and for photovoltaic conversics
of solar radiation.

vi) Energy storage systems including food preservation
systems like solar driers.

vii) Further development of Family and Community size Biogas
digesters,

V1. CONCLUDING REMARKS:

Tanzania, like most developing countries, has to raise agriculrm:
productivity, improve quality and quantity of water supplies and has
energy conscious. The challenge of Socialist rural transformatiosn im

Tanzania must be based on attaiuintgl a higher level of agricultural
efficiency includes research and the application of science and teckhx

and hence technological change all of which must take cognizence of
the political, and socio-economic parameters of the Tanzanian eavirom
T he political and administrative leadership have an important role
to play in the popularization of séience and technology for rural far
as possible in research, development and development. Rural people
should be involved as far as possible in research, development and
implementation of technologically orientad projects so as to emsure
smooth diffusion and acceptability of technical change among thems



1iaB Barth Dais, Gravity Pipe Rorsholes
Catchment Tanke, lines and succesafully
J Pusped Coplated
: Bupplies
1986 7 1 6
194 12 1 10
L 5 9 g
; 1949 10 " 13
1950 7 13 26
1959 5 18 19
1952 3 22 21
1953 9 b9 32
1554 19 52 >
195 18 22 22
1936 20 . 5 2k
1957 29 15 30
1958 18 20 23
1959 19 3 19
1960 33 29 23
1962 9 21 17
1963 8 21 13
1964 18 23 20
1965 g9 20 35
1967 6 71 28
1969 1k 118 101
1970 n.:a n.a nea
197V/73 e 277 ' 473
197" NeA }} ) 66
Source: Water Development and Irrigation Divisionm, Reports,
1946-19 (Dar es Salaam, Government -Printerg ey Hinistry

of Water. lopmeat and Power, Progress Report on Wzte
1973 '(Hineoi. Economic Surver¥s

Development Activities,
1@7’55. (Dar es Salaam Government Prinfter, 1975)s

¢ Includes failures. .

neas = figures are not available
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Table 8: Projections of Consumption of Fuelwood
: __Charcoal in Tanzania (in cubic metres

Table 7t  Demand tar*[ge)mogﬁ?lea in Tanzanin
.“glgnd ‘l Eg!io
Region 1,21668 j Potential D%ticity Required >
Bupply m”x1000 annual
planting
in hectares
Arusha 1882 753 1129 2000
Cost and
Dar ee Salsam 2134 573 1561 9760
Dodoma 2116 840 1276 6990
Iringa 2532 1413 1119 2580
Kigoma 1271 859 h12 11880
Kiliman jaro 2010 109 1901 .
Lindi 1169 1169 - 10260
Mara 1736 94 1642 720
Mbeya 2373 1618 755 3630
Morogoro 1929 1348 518 10080
Mtwara 1875 360 1613 18980
Mwanza 3146 109 3037 ®
Rukwa 990 990 189 1180
Shinyanga 1770 1770 2069 12930
Singida 1272 1272 176 1100
Tabora 2361 2185 1649 10310
Tanga 2208 559 1620 10130
West Lake 1897 227 & o
TOTAL 37404 16625 20779 129570
Source: Forest Division, Ministry of Natural Resources and Tourjs-

,, Year 1970 1985 2000
Fuelwood 29,660,000 32,688,000 36,975 'S'::
Charcoal 820,000 . 2,212.000 22279,50
TOTAL 30,480,000 36,647,000  L4h,758,00
Estimated e
Population 15,000,000 19,7004Q00  30,600,°0

Source: Forest Division, Ministry of Natural Resources and Touris:
Dar es Salaam 1978/



fopr Villapes in Tanzaniae Appendix D.
Installed Daily kWh Monthly kWh Annual kWh Remarks
Capacity Require- Requirements Requirements
ments

L-6kW 8-10kWh 240=300kWh 15002200kWh Priority 1
3-hkiWh 36-4BkWh 1.080=1440kWh 13000=1800C .kWh Priority 2
5-10kW 2-60kWh 600~-1800kWh 7000-2200C Priority
1-10kW 3-30kWh 90-900kWh 1000~10000kWh Priority
10-20kW 60-120kWh 1800-3600kWh 22000=44000kWh Priority
less . )
than. 1kW 1-2k% 3=60kWh 360~720kWh Priority
14=31kW 66-150kih 1980-45001d1h 23=53GWh
2L=51kW 126-270kWh 3780-8100kWh 25=-97GWH

(adapled).
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" 22nd Oete

pdugu H. Binare,
Easuliy of Law,

Dear Hawa,

Bometime ago an economist engaged in doctoral research in Tasnz.s.
asked me to look carefully at your paper "How the World Bank Berves.
Imperialist Exploitation in Tanzania." He had abtained 5 copy ©f ti,
paper at the Bocial Bciences Conference but he had not been gble %o
attend the session at which you presented it, He pointed out %o =e
that there are errors of calculation in your statistical data which
are fairly fundamental to your line of argument: The problem liss i,
your calculation of "interest or charge annually" and "interest or Che
per period," The first figure is calculated from the rate of intereg,
on the amount lent (the principal), This figure would not be the in¢,
charged annually - rather it would be the interest charged only in
first year when the principal owing was the total amount of the loan;a
Unless World Bank loan agreements are completely different from usus)
capitalist lending practices, the interest is calculated on a per ARon,
basis and there will be a schedule or tabhle for rapgyments. Let us
consider laon 1 from your Table I with two different repayment levels
First let us assume that $520,000 is repaid each year from 1971, and
secondly let us assume that § 350,000 is repaid each year. The
repayment tables would be as follows:

A Hypothesis 1 - § 520,000 repaid annually.

Year Principal Owing Interest Paid Principal Paid
1971 5,200,000 312,000 208,000

1972 4,992,000 299,520 220,480

1973 4,771,520 286,291,2 233,708.8

1974 4,537,811,2 272,268.67 247,731.33
1975 4,290,079.9 257,404.79 262,595.21
1976 4,027,484 ,7 241,649,08 278m350.92 & |

And, so ons After 6 years at this rate of repéyment the interest pai
would have been 1,669,133,5 whereas on your calculations it would be
1,872,000 Of course, as the years go by the interest paid would st.
reduce as the rate of principal repayments increased. i

" ’
B. Hypothesis 2 - § 350,000 repaid annually. :

Year Principal Owing Interest Paid s Principal Paid
1971 5,200,000 312,000 - » 38,000 ' . .
1972 5,162,000 309,720 40,280

1973 5,121,720 307,303.2 42,696,8

1974 5,079402342 30k, 741439 45,258.61
1975 5,033,76k4.6 302,025.87 47,974.13
1976 4,985,79045 299,147,543 50,852.57

(Calculations as per my pocket calculator which in that'cppitalist
consumer centre, Singapore, cost the equivalent of about Teds 401)

In order to find the correct figures for your Table 1 you need
know the required rate of repayment according to the loan agreement,
What is gbsolutely certain is that the total of "interest or charge
plus principal” will be much less than the figures you arrive ate

f

]
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@ensrating no peveduy thes ‘hers #ill o profiens is fiedis
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b kadioated fp Table 1o Tommercisi losa Wressartiices raquirs
BN als Lo tommerede lsssdfistely ard 2f couree fulsydsl Faies wog
Re® Afshar Ln thede inflationary tinen,

_ ALl the sbhowe i B techaleal gquitile, s fant J sehmit vio?
F argshant is pound ke wrong way, The jrobles #ilh the ¥erid "o
| e reason that Lt can dictats oo fresiy - as you dllsairasts

B respett Lo the Kigome credit {(p.l5) = 1ia precissly bsesuse (1o
me are #5 "Boft', The World Bank is a very wseful imstrussat of
wrislisn, in other wopds, not becdsuse it extresie large sume of

. rather becguse At engages in finacing of euch attivities nm will
rench and strenthen the dependency of countries like Tamsasnia or

i Smperislisy finance oapitelists by directing the stonomy siong
|table to the combinuing extraction of superprofila, It is not .
Tanzania that "ssalleholder tea farsera™ are helog encouraged -

b of course the more tea that different Third vorld eountrios uroiuas
} more certain it is that real costs of the commodity will not risc
8 will probably be consistently lowered for the capitalist fieme
atrolling that commoditye There lies the problem - and the
ploitative nature of the World Bank as an inatrument of impericl a0

Rance capital - NOT the terms of the lcans themselves.

I hope that my assusptions are correct in poeinting out shet 1
4nk are your miscalculations and I hope that this will be useful "o
sisting any rewriting you might @9 to publish parts of the
ssertations I am sending a copy & your erstshile supervisor who
¥ well bo able to point out that I have got it all wronge Anysay,
ease let us discuss the matter sometime,

Yours sincerely

David V., Williams

© Ndugu J.L. Kanywenyi
, Faculty of Laws

S My digcussion of the figures uses the capitalist terminology, of

. ecourseés But then you need to work through the capitalist way
of presenting it and to understand how the system operates, It
makes it easier then to attack their system, The rcason that
the proletariat ought to be the most revolutionary class is

; baecause from practice that class understands the capitalist

. system and its inherent contradictions,
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14th January, i‘

Wdugu David Williams,
Faculty of Law,
P.0, Box 35093,

I am writing in response to your letter of 22nd Oectober, 1y,
I am responding sc late because at the time I receive your letter
a lot of Faculty work pending which required my immediate attenti,
I have reduced quite a lot of it and now I can pay attention Lo jy¢
lotter,

The World Bank's lending is regulated generally by Loan Regy
Hoss 2 and 3 and Credit Regulations No, 1 and 2, One for lending
member states and the other to non-members whose loans or credits
be guaranteed by the member state to which they are sufuates This
care of multimational corporations' borrowings from the Bank as ¢t
case study of Brazil in my thesis indicates, Specifically loans
credits are regulated by their separate Agreements,

Credits are interest free and the borrower only pays ¥ of 13
year as sepvice charge.

When a loan is granted to a borrower and a loan account is k
by the Bank in the name of the borrower, the loan amount can then
withdrawn as provided for in the loan aggeement.

A commitment charge at a rate specified in the loan agreemer
paid on the withdrawal amount of the loan. The charge accpues fro
days after the date the loan Agreement to the respective dates on
amounts shall be withdrawn by the borrower from the Loan Account,
charge is payable in the currency in which the principal is denomi
which is foreign exchanges The interest is paid semi-annuallye

The interest rate of a loan is specified in the loan Agreeme
is payable on the Loan iccount outstanding from time to time. To
this amount outstanding, one must have the disbursement schedule a
as the debt repayment schedule, The two could not be obtained by
authore This was made clear immediately after the conference by 2
the above information below my tables. . Without the two schedules
calculation of interest charge can be entirely correct.

The interest accrues from the dates on which amounts shall b
withdrawn, computed against a 360 day year or twelve 30 day montha
repayment of the principal is dependant upon the amortization sche
to the laon Agreement - and is repaid in the several currencies wi
from the laon accounts Again the author could not get all the lac
eredit Agreements so as to be able to prepare a comprehensive amor
schedule for all loans and credits indicated on the table.

In the absence of the three, namely, the.amortization debt r
and disbursement schedules I could not.show what is exactly paid u
of interest or service charge. You can note that, for similar rea
T did not include in the table the commitment charges for loans,.
viable way for me was to make a caleulation of the interest and ch
as followse

I divided the loan or credit amount by the interest rate che
and got annual charge which I multiplied by the number of years wi
which the loan matures. Consequently, the charge annually beceme
sames If I were to calculate my intercst against the disbursemeni
schedule I would definitely get less amount as the loan is succec

withdrawne



%gha table's maln purpese As %o show Shat the World Bank f:oo
s8ly repatwiate surplus by way of interest and service ch-r o,
ke amount of capital brought in is far less than that t-kun cuts
2 my first point which you don't seem to reject.

W The other point which ie well spelt ocut both in my thesis =nd =
el is the fact that the World Bank is an instrument by which toe
ptalist countries, particularly the U.5.A. can export their cnpital
oppressed countries, who form 90% of the World Bank's borrowurs.
Ives as an instrument of exploitatiom by facilitating a socio~
Bemamic relationship between the capitalist and oppressed countries
BLok already existed before its establishment, Ite real fumction L.ir
Tieted in the type of projects it finances, This was my second ;oint.
@+ thesis both in the dissertation and the paper is very clear on til
@5 ile the World Bank's publications (annual reports, Bector papors
Weports of Annual Meetings and its news release) want us to belicve ¢t
2% 1% a catalyst of economic development of the oppressed countrics,
&> %hedls is based on the premise that the World Bank operates with in
&, o*apitalist socio=-economic structure and objectively facilitates that
» trugtare, Therefore the World Bank cannot under the present economic
= tree ture facilitate economic development for its borrwers,

I went a8 far as examining the events that led to its establisic r ¥
1= their socioeeconomic contexts I showed how the World Bank's deciszi-or .
its borrwed capital from capitalist money markets, its subscribecd
csapital mainly from the capitalist countries - see Chapters 1 & 2 of
my #dissertation, and its management are controlled by its capitalist
sembor states, I went further, to show two categories of the World
fsnk's borrowers, namely,

(a) Its lending to the capitalist countries for reconstructi -z
wr4 explained why the reconstruction took a short period and why th

World Bank in that context facilitated genuine economic development
fsr these countriess

(b) Its lending therefmom to oppressed countries (for 35 o *r
~ow) and demonstrated why these countries grow poorer and underdeveo. )
+:ile the eapitalist countries grow richer. I demonstrated the gunc-ol
. owerty of the people therein which I found to be Over 85% of the poc '~
in these countries to be absolutely poors (8ee my Chapters 1 & 2 o © ¢
ilssertation and ppe 1=7 of my paper for a comprehensive picture)s

Then I demonstrated that it is impossible for an oppressed courtr’
‘5 attain a genuine economic development relying on World Bank loznce

'4)  The World Bank facilitates the neo-colonial relationship betvccn
~upitalist and oppressed countries by financing the increased produc®i a
.f primary commodities and extractive prowessive industry.

‘b) It directly repatriates surplus by way of interest, commitment -no
narvice chargese.

These facts are demonstrated in two case studies - Brazil and
Tanzanias (Refer to Chapter 3 of my dissertation for reasons for
selecting Brazil as a case study).

Consequently, my thesis is not based at all on the exploitative
anture of the World Bank as an instrument of imperialist finance capital
nor on the terms of the loans themselves. (p.2 of your letter) but
rather on the premise that the World Bank facilitates exploitation of
its oppressed member states who are its main borrowers and that instead
of being a catalyst of development it is an instrument of underdevelop-
ment for these borrowerss (Refer Abstract introduction - My dissertation)

(1) Your critisimms seem to be based mainly on the comments of the
sconomist (P.l of your letter) and not on your own assessment the under-

standing of both the paper and the dissertqtion. Had you read them
both, your criticisms would have been better.
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(z; Tour Gy 2irises Az o thevaf = bass) ol an apasunp’fon ¢ &k
squme is right and the whole of your caleulations are based on L
B ;4(thianii

(3) Froe your letter you irdicate that the Wor i Bank should -
criticised because i+ is exploitative (P.2 para 2 of your letter)

(h) You ard not (from your letter) saying that the World Bank i
exploitative but by clear implication your argument is that it is not,
(Refer to your letter P.2 lines 3-12 from the top of the pago), yot
that argument i® not sericusly madel (see Para 1 on page 2 of youy 18y
shich starts with "A)l the above.,..") Tis is Gedause in that para oy
dnit that the World Bank facilitates exploitation. But what is oxplic,
tion? Does it not mean the sppropriation and expropriation of surpics
value? Does explioitativa therefore cemce wo be if the appropriation i,
. of 1% or B485% or 4%; "eoft" or "hard" terms? No doubt your guarreg
vith my figureg is not that they are merely not exact but that the
surplus value which the World Bank appropriates and expropriates is ilg
thah my figures would want us to believel And you cahl that miscaleul
tions, fairly fundasental, to my line of argumentll (See p.1 of your
letter bth sentence)s You stress in that sentence that inm the calcu-
lations lies my problem which lead to {(p.2 18t para lst two senteces)
my formulating my argument round the wrong wayll

(5) Perhaps it is of interest to you to note also that the World Bax
a6 ab institution operating within moropoly capitalism the interest an
charges it charges are gspects of the general monopoly capital superpr
fit whigh is extracted from the whole context of finance capital cir=

culation generally and in Tanzania in particulars

(6) Why you chose to miss my premisc beats my understanding. The
points are clear. First that the World Bank directly exploits its op:
ressed member bprrowers by way of interest and chargess The rate of_
interest it charges on loans is sbjectively determined by its borrowax
rate = since it has to borrow n-d lep3d commercially. If the borrow=t
rate is high the World Bank mus: raise its lending rate even higher St
a5 to be able to pay back the berrowed capital., (See my dissertatiom
Chapters 1 & 2),

Becond, the World Bank facilitates exploitation in the oppresse:
menber countries by financing prinary commodities, extractive and pxr =
ssive industriess It does not facilitate the development of basic
industries which is the basis for any meaningful economic developmer %

To prove my premise I examinzd two case studies =~ Brgzil ancd
Tanzaniase . X

I do not dispute that facilitating the production of primary
commodities, or ex®ractive indusfries or processing industries is ism
tant nor do I dispute the fact that primary commodities are directly
productive (see p- 2 of your letter) but the fact that these cannot
act the basis for the econcmic development of the oppressed coun €1
but underdevelop them, by perpetuating the present socio-economic
relations.

(7)  On pe 2 of your letter you referred to "most loans and credits
are in directly productive sectors of the economy's You do not show
what these productive settors are. Are they roads, production, comm
The Qquestion is in what form are these Bectors to the overall econom

structure stand? Do they facilitate economic development or don'® ¢

(8) On the same page 2 of your letter, you seem to use catchy wox¢
which you don't substantiate nor explain. For i stance, you argue |
that papge) that, "the indebtedaess problems only arise with the Wox]
Bank Loans if the money is not put to good use, Zaire and Turkey, !
example, get into trouble because so much of the money lent is sipiu
off by curruption and inefficiency".
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orld Bank's Articles of Agreement, the Loan n ' ¢ ¢
iations and what is gemerally ificluded im separate loasm and cv. it
~eetonts, (See Chapters 1, 2, 4 and 5 of my dissertation) jou
5 ii8e that the World Bank monitors the atilisation of ite loans
pediits and implementation of its supported projecte wery closely. I:
ir Siphoning of capital is made by corruption it is really minis-l,

Tises nis is & svasenent whish Buss Reve Besn Sads i - oy
{ ‘A8 terms of ¥

" For further information ~ Sese World Bank Appraisal Reports and
fpe®yisory Reports).
3 .,‘snin on p.z you argue that "-ao. if the project is Zﬂly half
+ ished and generating no revenue then there will be problems in find
spney to repay the loan, This is where some countries get in¢-
ss8 to repay loans whieh ies a vicious circle. But this really 's
pr 8%y ever happen with World Bank facilities on such 'soft' termgs
- o&8 indicated in Table 1",

Wy g =
A

B

You argue that once the project generates revenue then the Lorr op
. ~ald have no problem repaying the lodn: You are forgeting that tic
=m and interest or charge repayment it made in the currency to which
.y were demopinated. For Tanzania, for instance, to pay part of the
inoipal and interest in a given year, she must earn foreign exch-nre
.+ af which she pays, If is not only onme loan or credit that amaturcs
. manys As their number grow so is the difficulty of debt servicir ,
~t is why the World Bank's Appraisal report of the Tanzanian economy

- ised recourse to external financing but warned that it should be on
..reet free basis. Hence the many World Bank credits to Tanzania,

£

o

Besides, should you care to analyse the contemts of the Progranm
. an Nos 23:= Table 1 in my paper of $30, million at 8% interest ratc _
4 program credit of $15 million, in 1977 you will find out that they
; ro .a loan and a credit for payments for imports and if your examing
= 1974 imports you will find out that most of the goods imported were
. ~meumer necessities. B¢ a cematry is forced to borrow for paymen® of
«~.dss Where & country borrows for the payment of loans of credits then
+ s can be sure that such a country is in criticslly bad foreign exzhor-.
Lssitions This is because in almost every oppressed member borrower's
- untry, World Bank's loan or credit repayment, is given priority, (Cect
- touch with Central Bmnk - Foreign exchange control Department or thc
~-.asury External Finance Department for information on this),

110) Lastly you apologized because in your discussion of figures you i-d
.~ ase capitalist terminology, but what is ironical, is the fact th~t
~sur arguments are capitaliste

Since you based your criticisms on mere assumptions that your
.r-uments were right, they become wrong once the assumptions have beap
“roved wrongs

But the only point you might have is that the amount of intercst
' wni charge the World Bank charges against the loans and credits in Table1
'~ of my paper or table 16 of my dissertation is much less than indicated,
he reasons being that I could not get amortization, debt repayment and
Li‘!‘nrsenent schedules which are inc 4 pensible for an exact calculatiorn of
' iaterests or charges, Therefore, the above is a fault which could not be

A‘.do

I could have discussed with you these points orally but since you

| put your criticisms in writing and copied them to my supervisor, I am
pelled to put my answer in the same forms Only that I will also send
extra copy for your unnamed economist.

H. Sinare,
FACULTY OF LAW
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o HATIONAL STRUGOLE TO BURVIVE
BY

HGUGL ¥a THIONG'O

A CENTRAL fnot of Kenyan 1ife today 16 the fierce Btrugele Lo tlng,, E
the eultural forcea reprosenting forelgn interecst and those rul'f'):’O-'i-;»
patrictic nationsl interest. Thie struggle msay not alweysd be 'Jbvu’:un
to n casunl visitor, for such a visitor will almost certeinly o 8%c.q,
by the vipsasl @Aosination of Kenyan Llife by foreigners and forelgror,
and foreign cultural interests.

&

If such a visitor should want to mec a film he will find the cin..
all owned by foreigners (20th Century Fox for instance) snd he will L.
seeing only American offering on the screen, These offerings rence
the moderately good, like Coming Home, which are slightly criticsl of
Amoricun imperinlist adventurism in the continually underdeveloped couse
ries, to the mess market scare trash, like Omen and Magic whero theanss

and possibilities of change are seen in terms of doomeday and Yhe end 9(
human civilisations

P
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The message is clear; any change from the American~ douminated pr
is the end of civilisation. Agents of change are devilse. The herves
(nll American, of course) are those fighting ngainst the villédns from

Hades or outer space who threaten the present world stability guarante
by Americsn dollar and guns.

Should the same visitor want to buy o dally newsepaper, his chcice o
between the Nation newspapers owned by the Agha Khan im Paris, or %o
Stendard newspapers omned by Tiny Rowlands' Lonrho in London, %hus i
two major means of mass communication to Kenya's rending public are
by foreign firms. The editors may be Kenynnsj; but when there is o ;
conflict between the cditorial policy amdnshat of the foreign ownexr, is
is the interest of the Kenyan employee which must give way to these of
his foreign empleyer,

If our visitor should want to visit book publishing houses in Kex
he will be welcomed by Kenyan directors of branches of such well-knous
foreign concerns as Heinemann, Longmans, Oxford, Holsone, McMillan, ¢
the 1likes. The only exception is the Government owned Kenys Literatirs
Burcaus. These firms gometimes publish books by Kenyans, but bock

production, both in quantity and quality, is by the grace and ot the
mercy of foreigners.

Now our visitor might visit schools. The English language dou
a Kenyan child's 1life from primary school to University and after Se=
the all-Kenya national language is not only not compulsury, but is of
offered as an optional alternative to French and Germane Therec is
neglect ofrthe lanpuage of the rn-tionalitiés that make up Kenya.

A Kenyan child gprows up admiring the culture carried by thess fg
lenguages, in effect Western Buropean ruling class cultures, and ‘
down upon the culture promoted by the language of his particular nat
lity, in effect Kenyan, peasant rooted national cultures. 1In other
the school trains him to look down upon what is national and Kenyan, =
to look up to what is foreign even if it is anti-Kenyane

The present language situption in Kenya means that over 90 per ©

of Kenyans (mostly pensants) and completely excluded from any W"-id
tion in national debates conducted in the written word,
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poys moBt patrioctic Kenynns about the tha
4s not the foreign presencss but the fane
e8, the Kenya Cultural Centre md the Ke
pe controlled by foreigners offering for
goreign cultural mission ~ the British C¢
; all the officee at the Yenye Cultural Cens
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tional Theatre, which is run by the gove
dominated by foreign-besed theatre grou;
ut:u-e Ltd. What these groupe offer has noth
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piost of the groups at the Yenya liational Tho
£ctorBy costumes,’ orchestral pieces, and actor

= giving the impression that there are no Ke
4 lﬂ!’m ¢lothes, no Kenyan actors, and no Kenyan g

The Kenyan reply to all %thie over the yeare
fegrost of success and failture. In the cinemg
. gicoes8e A fenyan film-mpker, Hilary Ng'wenc's
Lirobd Times., The Weekly Review has been publ

: gonunt and outlock however is ertirsely ancther

in the schoole, Kenyan teachers of litera
sne next three years or so produced far-reachi
oz the teaching-of literature in Kenyan school
government to replace the present syllabus, bz
sith one which would be Kenya and African-bpee
gint through all the necessary administrative
thusiastic approval until the time of imple
seen shelved. Janc husten is deecmed more rel
johebse §

Kenyan musicians like Kamau are etruggl-
~ they have survived - and continue to enliven
zational lanpguages, thus reaching a mass aud

But it is in the theatre that the stru
in culture is most manifest. Kenyan drama
. Drama Group which produced lgugi and Micere
| f{imathi end Imbuga'’s Betrayal in the City;

Tree Trayelling Thesfre which tours the co
fre.of ‘playe 4in English and Kiewahili; the
carent -production of Imbuga's The Succese
Collages dram festivale, have all tried %
domingice in the theatre.
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The trend is virtualiy the same in music and plastioc arts. It
{48ar foreign music, or Kenyan pusic but produced by foreign-ownod
st it is elther foreign sculpture and painting, or Kenyan mcul tiso
nting but exhibited in foreign-owned art galleries.

i

%% is in the theatre where this domination by foreign cultural

ests is nakedly clear. HNairobi has recently seen a mushroomine
”fiargign cultural institutions like the French Cultural Centrej the
Beman Goethe Institute; and of course the American Information Servicos,

A most ludicrous colonial affair is the Domavan Maule Theatre in
mirobi, With productions like the Killing of Bister George and Micliol
‘sayn'as Clouds, they see themselves as offering a touch of civilizati-n
Weoot End and Broadway combined) in theatrically darkest Africa, One cf
‘heir favourite advertisements in tourist brochures carries the sloganj
14 Professional Theatre in the Heart of Africal" They just about avoid
sAvertising "A Professional Theatre in the Heart of Darkness."

¥hat annoys most patriotic Kenyans about the theatre scene in their
sen country is not the foreign presences but the fact that the Governmenta
pened premises, the Kenya Cultural Centre and the Kenya National Theatre,
shiould also be controlled by foreigners offering foreign theatre to
Kenyans, A foreign cultural miesion - the British Council ~ occupied
wirtunlly all the offices at the Kenya Cultural Centre. The governing
s uncil of the same centre is chaired by a British national and the
firitish Council, is in addition, represented in the Council.

The National Theatre, which is run by the governing counpil, is
scmpletely dominated by foreign-based theatre groups like the City Players
~r4 Theatre Ltd. What these groups offer has nothing to do with Kenyan

itd except.when may be they offer racist shows like the King and I or
frchinson Crusoss

§

Most of the groups at the Yenya National Thoatre often import
iirectors, costumes,’ orchestral pieces, and actors from England and
Ganadn giving the impression that there are no Kenyan directors, no
¥enyan clothes, no Kenyan actors, and no Kenyan musical instruments,

The Kenyan reply to all this over the years has met with varying
Jeppeee of success and failture. In the cinema there has not been any
cuceesss A Kenyan film-maker, Hilary Ng'weno's Weekly Review and the
ioirobi Times. The Weekly Review has been published for four years; itc
sontent and outlook however is erntirely another matter.

In the schools, Kenyan teachers of literature met in 1973 and ‘for
ihe next three years or so produced far-reaching detailed recommendations
on the teaching-of literature in Kenyan schools, basically asking the
Government to replace the present syllabus, based on foreign culture,
4ith one which would be Kenya and African-based. The recommendation
yont-through all the necessary administrative organs often meeting with
snthusiastic approval until the time of implementation. They have now
boen shelved. dJanc Austen is deemed more relevant to Kenya than Chinua
Achebes

Kenyan musicians like Kamau are struggling against great odds but
they have survived - and contihue to enliven the musical scene in Kenyan
national languages, thus reaching a mass audiences

But it is in the theatre that the struggle for a national expression
in oculture is most manifest. Kenyan drama groups like The Festac 77
Drama Group which produced lgugl and Micere Mugo's The Trial of Dedan
inathi and Imbuga's Betrayal in the City; the University of Nairobi
free Tra!ﬁlling-Thﬂﬂtre which tours the country every year with a recperte=
iroiof ‘plays in English and Kiewahilij; the University Players with their
current production of Imbuga's The Successor; and the Kenyan Schools and
Colleges dram festivals, have all tried to challenge tpis foreign
dominance in the theatree.
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In the process, they have ualarwd a G~y of Kenyan talonts i
~ating and directing that pute-to shame the production of the fori

And yet offen these talented Kenyans have no yenue for 0 ir
heatrical outlets They have to go ¢ap in hand in the foredgn cul’
{notitutes like the French Cultural Centre to beg for a stage buenuos
there 18 8o roca fer them at their own national premisese Very ©9@as
1ly they may get a night or two at the Kenya National Theatro = Bu*
when the visiting European groups are resting.

11 THE CHOICE FOR KENYA
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It seema to me that the choice in Kenya today is between the foi
theatre in foreign languages, and the naticnal patriotic efforts like
those of the peasants and workers of Kamiriitho Community Educntion azd
Cultural Centre in Kenya's own national languages,

The two positions are irreconcilliable because they represent Luc
opposed intercats: ant-Kenyan foreignj and pro-Kenyan, patriotic and
nationals The first choice can only lead Kenya to cultural sterility
and death; the second womld lead Kenya to cultural regeneration nnd
otrengthe

In making their choice the Kenyan people may want to look back
to history and realise that no civilisation on earth has ever thrived
on blind imitation and copying; that foreigners no matter how well—
{ntenticned, no matter how clever and gifted, can never develop our
culture and our languages for us,

It is only patriotic Kenyans who can develop Kenyan culture and
langungess, And only that culture which is a product of a people's
history and which in turn correctly reflects that history can push Kzpzh
to the forefront in the comity of nations and in the building of a mco-?
human civilization free from the social cannibalism which has reduced
over threequaters of mankind to beggary, poverty, and death, not bec:.=%
they don't work, but because their wealth goes to feedj clothe and

shelter a few idle classes in America, Europe and Japane

In the present cultural struggle between foreign and nation~l
interests, most Kenyans would take the view that a modern Kenyan nationa
culture should reflect in the strength and the confidence of a people wi
have completely rejected the position of always being the ragged-trouser
philanthropist to money-mongers in London and New York and in the other
Westorn seats of horons living on profit snatched from the peasants and
workers of the world,

III+ FOR THE FIRST TIME, THE PEOPLE COULD SEE THEMSELVES:

One of the weaknesses of national efforts in the theatre is that
the writers, directors, and actors often operate within the same tradi-—
tions as the foreign theatre they are setting out to challenges First
their theatre has mostly been in a foreign language; i.es English, and
therefore inspite of any radical innovations in content and metpody
their target audience can only be the foreign, English-speaking audien:
or the Kenyan English-speakin, bourgeoisie.

These groups have not tried to exploit the resources of the Kenyan
national languages (that is, the languages of the several nationalities
that make up Kenya) and the cultural traditions carried by these lapngu=:
Hence these groups inspite of their achievements have not yet appealed
to a truly national audience.

Most Kenyan writers for the theatre have not tried to change the
content of their drama to take a pro-Kenyan patriotic stands Their pla
have espoused the same class values of their Western counterparts. A
good example is Kenneth Watene's Dedan Kimathi which depicts Kimathi,
the brilliant Mau Mau guerrilla leader against the British colonial



Sie theusands of jpeesents and workers wuo ofteg wouid Lire buses or tiicn
Cap Teet in order o come anfdl see the play, For the first %ime, ths rus-d

Lin p positive menner, For the first time in their poételndependence
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Whes the show opened 4o a paying audience, foe group perlospad

ccople tould see themselves and their lives and toeir sistory portray.!
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b8
*
~

1eodt gme thitherto their lots the bar or tie churche

Tiz pesovel of the ligence %9 perfore ths play end the subseqicnt
:tontiem of ome of the zutnors in Decesber 1977 was a severce tisw
o efforte of Kenyaps 1o successfully challenge the foreign fheats and

 wultursl estotlishment in Kenye, In spite of this setback, Kamiriitin

exeople provided the fire¢ meaningful challenge £o foreige culturzl
luninntion in Ketys by changing the shole terms of the strugzle -

© logntion, audience, langunge, values and even in prodaction - Uy
introducing commupal perticipaticn,.



