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birdie / bittersweet

birdeie (bar’dé) n. Golf. One stroke under par
for any hole.

birdelime (bfird’lim’) n. A sticky substance
smeared on (W to capture small birds.

bird of paradise. Any of various birds of New
Guinea and Australia with characteristically
showy plumage.

bird’s-eye (birdz1) adj. 1.Patterned with
small spots: bird’s-eye maple. 2.Seen from
high above: a bird’s-eye view.

blereteta (ba-rét’a) n. A square cap worn esp.
by Roman Catholic clergymen. [< ML bir-
retum, cap.]

Biremingeham (bar'ming-him’). 1. A city in N
Alabama. Pop. 341,000. 2. (bir'ming-am).

The second-largest city in England. Pop.

1,103,000.

birth (barth) n. 1.a. The act or condition 48

being born. b. The act or pro
young. 2. Origin .
[< ON burdhr.)

birtheday (barth’dd’) n. T
sary of one's birth.

on the body from birt
birtheplace (birth’pli J8
someone is born or,
nates.
birtherate (birth’rat’,
in a specified popu’
per 3
birtheright (borth’g
which a person isg
birthestone (burtky
with the month ot
him good luck.
bisecuit (bis'kit)

*biscoctus (par
blesect (bi’s

into two equal
-SECT.] —bi'sec
—bi'sec’tionsal«ly 48
biesecetor (bi
line that bise
biesexeueal (bi-s
to both sexes. 2.

74

bleson (bi'sen, -zan) n. A shaggy-maned,
orned bovine mammal of W North
America. [L bison.]
bisque? (bisk) n. 1. A thick cream soup usually
made with shellfish. 2, Any thick cream soup.
3. Ice cream mixed with crushed macaroons or
nuts. [F.] L
bisque? (bisk) n. Fired unglazed potter
BISCUIT.] 3
bisetro (bé’strd, bis'trd) n. - - A
bar or restaurant. [F 1« 4
bit! (bit) 7. 1. A -4l
moment. 3 04%%
short scer
4. Inform
<
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~fo the moy
gain. [< O
idl) v. -di
nestle; sn|
j’al) n.

cuing).

zeuff! (kif) . 1. A fo
sleeve. 2. The turned-

£ a trouser leg.
temporaneously. [M
cuff? (kaf) v. To strike
—cuff n.

cuff links. A pair of
fasten shirt cuffs.
culerass (kwi-ris’) n.
breast and back. [<

én’) n. A

preparing food: .3
cookcry.]g /}<
cul-de-sac (kal'di-sik’, -
sacs. 1. A dead-end stre
“bottom of the sack.”
—cule. comb. form. Smal]
~culus, -cula, -culum.]
cuelienarey (kygo'lo-nér
kitchens or cookery. [<
cull (kiil) v. 1. To pick oy
2. To gather; collect.
LECT.] —cull'er n.
culemienate (kiil'ma-nat’)
reach the highest point o
L culmen (culmin-), top
na‘tion n.
culspasble (kiil'pa-bal) g
wrong or error; blamewq
to blame.] —cul'pag;y
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imposter syndrome is so beautiful in that it makes you feel like you’re the only

P —

RAThL,

“ one that has ever experienced it
BSEN | can’t understand classic literature. I'm a bookworm that had to purchase
sparknotes “no fear Shakespeare” books to even begin to understand them. I
B have a box set of Jane Austen books I've never read. I bought wuthering heights
=== because the cover was pretty.
3 life is a big group project where you do all the legwork and still feel like you
! didn’t do enough to deserve the A. like when the teacher hands out the
anonymous slip of paper asking who did or didn’t do enough work and even
2 though you made the whole powerpoint youre still terrified your teammates are
going to throw you under the bus. i
1 say I can play bass but I only know feels blind and seven nation army. i practice
i for 15 minutes once every two weeks.
% Sometimes my mom still ties my shoes for me because my hands shake too
much to make the bunny ears.
i’m a photographer that hasn’t taken photos in 6 months.
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To Kill a Kingdom by Alexandra Christo is a dark fantasy
romance that is a SLIGHT retelling of the Little Mermaid. The
imagery is astounding and truly brings the reader into the world
: of pirates and sirens. The world building is surprisingly well
fleshed out for a stand-alone novel and the character
| development is realistic in the context of the novel. The book
includes the classic “I have to kill you but now we're falling in
. love” trope that provides oh so much tension. Highly
recommend it if you enjoy reading fantasy about morally grey
characters.

A Court of Mist and Fury by Sarah J Maas (18+) is another

fantasy romance from the A Court of Thorns and Roses series.

B The series is highly polarizing and a topic of heated debate in
many booktube/booktok/book twitter communities. In all
honesty, the writing is lackluster at best. But, where it lacks in

& writing it makes up for in complex and likeable characters. I
absolutely love the found family in this novel and it immediately
became a comfort book. It is character driven so plot people
beware as nothing happens in this book besides pining. It’s

# completely worth suffering through the mess that is the first
book in the series to get to the actual good stuff.

o .

b | HATE THE FACT THAT EVERYTIME | OPEN MY MOUTH, |
s — T b - HAVE TO PREPARE EXTRA TO DEFEND WHAT | SAY.
Know My Name by Chanel Miller (TW Sexual Assault) is a g ¢ MEN GET TO SAY WHATEVER THEY WANT. THEY DON'T
memoir in which Miller recounts her experiences navigating life [ { ) | {R— SN HAVE TO EXPLAIN THEMSELVES. i
after her assault on Stanford’s campus. Miller was the victim in Pt X g U TS ALWAYS “NOW WHY DO YOU SAY THAT?" OR “PROVE
the highly publicized Brock Turner case and the book provides % O RS SS T" FOR ME.
an inside look at the legal proceedings and how Miller was ; _ \ A f 704 R IT'S ALL PLAIN AND SIMPLE FOR MEN.
g treated by the public during the two year legal process. Miller F 2o 2 gL | DESPISE THAT.
discusses her experience with trauma and anxiety intimately and R ; e s A2 Y
¥ allows the reader to be truly placed in her shoes. An especially
¥ interesting aspect of the novel is her discussion on character
g assasination on the witness stand and how the defense tried to
| break down every little part of her to prove that she was
' somehow responsible for the assault. While the book is
completely different from the others on this list I feel it is
extremely important to recommend. The news story was so
' heavily publicized from Brock Turner’s perspective and how
much the ruling would ruin his life when Miller was the one that
was dealing with far worse. Miller also covers the systemic
| things that allowed this to occur. As someone who lives in the
county where these court proceedings took place, I was
especially affected by this book and I could not recommend it
highly enough.




Romance is hands down the most popular genre of
literature. But, it has never reached the level of critical [
acclaim that other books receive. Romance is looked down
upon by academics and deemed not worthy of studying but
it's understandable because a few authors like Jane Austen
slip through the cracks and are given the status of a classic
author. But, just why is romance given the short end of the
stick? The answer is simple, the primary readership of the
romance genre is women. Anything women or teen girls
enjoy is immediately looked down upon in popular culture.
Romance is viewed as “trashy” due to its high volume and
cheesy covers. The popular perception of romance has
been pigeon-holed into that of erotica you find in that one
aisle in Safeway with long haired, muscular men on the
cover leaning into kiss a beautiful woman clad in a tightly
fitting gown. Fifty Shades of Grey was treated as the butt

of the joke in many literary circles as it was deemed
something only horny middle-aged housewives read. I
have my own opinions about the series and what it
portrays but that’s for a later date. "

i One of my core memories is showing up to 6th
grade with a copy of Twilight and getting relentlessly
l?ullied by the boys in my class, even the ones who also
liked to read. I never brought Twilight to school after that
and the great sense of pride I felt in loving romance books
tu.med into a deep sense of shame, My own internalized
misogyny caused me to shit on other romance readers for
the rest of my middle school career and even into high
_school while I still read those books in secret. I even fell
into the habit recently. Last month, my friend Emma (she
has an amazing zine called Night Owl go check it out!!)
and I decided to buddy read a book called A Court of
Thorns and Roses. The goal of this buddy read was to

make f}m of the book together, but we quickly grew to love
the series.
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Even now, I'm still terrified to tell people that
romance is my favorite genre and I’'m deeply embarrassed
by some of my favorite books. But, 'm lucky enough to be
surrounded by other romance readers that have helped me

become more confident in discussing the books that I
enjoy reading.
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Every time life feels easy I dread the inevitable rough patch.

icis going to fade | “If you find yourself asking yourself (and
It feels like I'm going through a movie montage and the music is going

1Citing action O “Id | you i d ) ’ "Am I reall a wri ter? Am I
n { W i iti acti faconﬂicl.h are % r friends :
i to lhe bﬂckg Ound and Ilm leﬂ llh ‘.he mncitu g

i i 5 i really an artist?"
to kiss the prettiest girl in the room” moment if you will. That these fleeting y
you S

] e counterfelt innovator S wll Y
oments O h ppme S h' to end n 'Omelhlng hOC lng EVen When l W, Th dl

S aus ’s happening ’ 2k
movies, the montages make me tense because I knc;\: liwhat ;;[Zh e Vo ’ ? ‘
i j S ss, even i ' P ITE
afterward. Like I can never enjoy these moments o S -
fictional.
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To attest to that, yesterday I went to put on an outfit but took it off after I realized
that I hadn't worn it since I had a falling out with a friend. like the combination
of plaid pants and a cherub shirt would bring about my downfall. i sleep with a
black onyx under my pillow because i haven’t had some
i’ve started doing it. i’m terrified that if i stop,
first protection candle to the nub within a week because i was terrified that when
i stopped, my bubble of safety would pop. i listen to the same podcast every
night before bed because i don’t know what would happen if i didn’t. I have to
keep going because God knows what will happen when I stop.

thing bad happen since
things will get worse. i burned my
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i never thought my fatness was“someth_ing bad until i was told
d so. i still remember everything everyone has ever done to me 1
and the ways they made me feel simply because i was fat- the
looks given, the words said (to my face or behind my back), and

{ the constant alienation (whether or not i was with a group of

| beers or on my own). i was always last to be picked, and first to W /
§ be out. to them my fatness was an excuse for them to treat me /

as something other than a human being, and to consider me
different from just a kid. i was expected to have some level of

“emotional maturity”. they'd always tell me that words can’t

¢ hurt, and yet i was in such pain. | ‘

(v

F-:.X:ak s < - g
%] they tell me my fatness makes me ugly.

i’'m going to prove them wrong,. 8
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thét the u.s. has no official

m always pissed when i see
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When I was a kid, I used to have a big fear of the dark.
Going to sleep would be tricky for me; I always insisted on
sleeping with the lights on- not with a lamp or a night-light, but
with the lights on. As I got older my mom got tired of my |

bullshit, and she put those glow in the dark stars on my ceiling for

= me. Every night I stared at those stars, and when it stopped |=&

glowing, I started imagining myself laying in an open field staring
at real stars in the sky. It wasn’t safe for little girls like me to be §
out dark on my own, so one of my dreams was to be able to stare
at the stars for as long as I could. One of my most thought-of
scenarios was catching a shooting star.
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I've been inadvertently creating falling asleep scenarios since |
was a little kid. When I was in late elementary school/middle
school I used to call it “setting up a dream”. I would form
elaborate scenarios in my mind in hopes that my subconscious

¥ would latch on to them and carry them into dreamland. The most
prevalent scenario in my young mind was that of Camp
Half-Blood. I would create elaborate storylines regarding who my
godly parent was and training and how well I would get along
with the main characters of Heroes of Olympus. While I have
(kind of) moved on from the world of Percy Jackson, the dream
crafting stuck. Now it’s quite more detailed. It’s as if I'm writing
fanfiction in my head about whatever fictional character T am !

| most obsessed with at the time. Currently, I'm stuck in the world
of Shadow and Bone. I didn’t realize how prevalent falling asleep
scenarios were until after I started talking to my friends about
them and I found out they had their own scenarios they used.
Still, I feel like they have a weird stigma around them. Escapism
is fun and helpful to a certain extent and we shouldn’t be afraid to
share what helps us calm down. If you don’t have a falling asleep
scenario I implore you to make one.,
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