


an ever increasing 
relationship between 
parisians and ground 
beneath their feet



historical context





















problems

counterculture
the underground exists as a needed space for expression and 

cultural practices that are typically viewed as “othered” and 
opposite of that of the general populace.

generating a space for expression and celebration of the 
cultural exchanges that occur on daily commutes throughout 

the city’s underground transit infrastructure.

disconnect
an overall disconnect between life above and below ground, 

despite the transit station existing as an extension of the 
community and even an individuals front door to their home. 

also a disconnect between existing transit infrastructure, bus 
and tram stations exist as a different system from that of the 

underground and lack an overall vertical connection.



precedent / protest



red square / moscow



tiannamen square / beijing



tahrir square / cairo



returning to paris



site + context / place de la republique



late 19th to early 20th century

june 3, 1849

2000s

creation of its current momument of the republic

communist party held march from Gare du Nord finishing at Republique, banned 
by the government and heavily policed, 1934

first leftist demonstration against prince-president Louis Napoleon and the 
proclamation of war against the roman republic

following this, the Hausmann intentionally creating the large open square we 
recognize today, with it sitting at the convergence of large avenues, to allow for 

easy movement of parisian police and military. 

overall increase in protest and the use of the square, 2002 100s of 1000s 
protested Le Pen and the increase in fascist solidarity.

14th century - 1811
destruction of the Charles V Wall and its Temple Gate, creating a 

large open square in its place, Napolean Bonapart inagurated 
the site with a huge fountain, naming it the Chateau d’Eau place de la republique



place de la republique

TVK Office
program - skate park, water features 

+ fountain, expansion of public 
pedestrian space, direct 

connections to western roads for 
pedestrians, seating, new building



place de la republique

pedestrian usage



place de la republique

car + vehicle traffic



place de la republique

bus routes + stops



place de la republique

metro stations + entrances



place de la republique / further analysis



phygrian cap

crown

breast plate

olive branch

toga

tablet

symbol of the french republic, symbolizing 
freedom due to its comparison to pileus - 
caps worn by freed slaves in the roman 
empire

symbol of celebration 
and freedom

breast plate and harness encircling the 
toga symbolizing power and strength

tablet reading Decleration of the Rights of 
Man and of Citizen, writing that described 
the democratic principles of the french 
republic and natural laws

the wearing of the toga generally 
symbolizes the wise and the philosophers, 

provides a basis of knowledge and 
academic backing

symbolizing peace and tranquility 
throughout the republic

“let the weapons give way to the toga”, 
meaning civil order takes precedance over 

the military

sword
symbolizing strength of the citizen and 
their power over the oppressor

marianne
named after Juan de Mariana, a professor 

from spain who taught in paris 
from 1569 - 1574. developed theory of 

natural law and formed the basis of the 
Decleration of Rights of Man and of the 

Citizen, and stated that the monarchy 
reveives the power from the hand of the 

people, who are the true sovereign

revolutionaries were then described as 
marians, during the french revolution

coat of arms
the coat of arms of paris 

enscribed with  the words “to the 
glory of the french republic - the 

city of paris 1883”

enscriptions
“freedom, equality, and fraternity”, the 

motto of the french republic. freedom and 
equality are outlined in the Decleration on 

the Rights of Man and of Citizen, with 
freedom allowing for individuals to do 
everything as long as it does not harm 

others, and equality being stated within 
that “men are born with freedom and 

equal rights”

fraternity is much more subtle of a 
statement as it exists within the sphere of 

moral obligations rather than law, 
relationships rather than status, harmony 
rather than contract, and the community 

rather than the individual

the lion
symbolizing nobility, courage, strength, 

and resistance. it stands guard of a ballot 
box, outlining the republic’s promise of 

universal suffrage

statues
ecalite, holds the flag of the republic in 
their right hand - indicated by the initials 
“R.F.” - and in their left hand, a carpenters 
level, symbolizing equality

fraternite, situated with their back to the 
republic, the collective group showcases 
a mother holding her two children while 
reading “Allegories of Knowledge”, while 
holding a wheat root, symbolizing 
abundance

liberte, carries a torch in their left hand 
while their right hand rests on their knee, 
holding a broken chain, lighting the path 
towards freeedom

ecalite fraternite liberte

crest reliefs
bundles of lictor beams, instruments used for 
punishment in rome that combined rods and 
axes, adopted by the french revolution to 
symbolize justice and demand for legitimate 
authority, the revolution as a whole, the 
republic, and collective strength

atop the bundles writes pax and labor 
meaning peace and work

reliefs
at a visitors eye level, high reliefs formed 
in bronze showcase 12 events that explain 
the timeline of events in the formation of 
the french republic

each connected by rossettes, a symbol of 
revolution and freedom

june 20, 1789
the oath of the game of the palm
solemn committment to end the ancient 
regime taken on the 20th of june, 1789

july 14, 1789
the capture of bastille
an innagural moment in the french 
revolution in which parisians overtook and 
stormed the palace at bastille

august 4, 1789
the night of august 4th, 1789
the night in which the national constituent 
assembly voted to abolish fuedal 
priveledges

july 14, 1790
federation day
first anniversary of the capture of bastille

july 11, 1792
proclomation of the fatherland in danger
in response to prussia joining austria in 
war against france

september 20, 1792
battle of valmy
first official victory within the wars of the 
revolution

september 21, 1792
proclomation of the abolition of royalty
establishing a de facto republic within 
france 

june 1, 1794
battle of the 13 prairial year II
important naval battle between the british 
and french

july 29, 1830
the second revolution
the “three glorious” days of the second 
revolution sets in place a new regime 
under king Louis-Philippe I, the july 
monarchy

march 4, 1848
universal suffrage
adoption of universal male suffrage, this is 
also the date in which slavery was 
abolished, acting as the third revolution

september 4, 1870
proclomation of the republic
establishing the third republic after the 
fourth revolution, occurs after the decay 
of napoleon III

july 14, 1880
first national holiday
establishing the first national holiday to 
celebrate the formation of the republic 

steps
the base of the monument is open to 
visitors and parisians for seating and 

occupying the monument as a whole, 
standing as a symbol for open protest

monument a la republique

rose relief
 a symbol of democracy and freedom, now 

associated with the fist and the rose logo 
of the socialist party of france, officially 

adopted in 1971



counterculture / graffiti + expression



counterculture / graffiti + expression



counterculture / protest + strike



problems

counterculture
continued use of the plaza as a center for protest, however the 

plaza lacks grade separation from street level to protect from 
police vehicles.

lacks an overall celebration of countercultural expression and 
graffiti painting prevalent in the area.

disconnect
still a lack of visual and physical connctions between the above 

and below ground spaces.

heavy road traffic and bike/pedestrian crossing in front of 
vehicle traffic. heavy traffic also resulting in significant delays 

in bus routes.

lack of a physical separation between road and plaza.



solutions

counterculture
maintaining the plaza’s integrety as a place for protest and 
expression of marginalized people, extending the plaza’s 
monument below the ground to become a center for 
counterculture/graffiti practices

using architecture to protext protesters from policing and 
harmful governing practices

disconnect
creating a vertical connection through light and 
sound, with multiple visual connections scattered 
throughout the plaza

better navigating pedestrian and bike traffic, 
allowing for easier connections between transit 
modes

simplifying the station as a whole to allow for further 
ease of use



gestures

creating specific platforms and squares that break 
down the plaza into more comfortable sizes for 
pedestrians, and allow for potential changes in 
program and interaction of the visitor.

using the monument as a vertical center to move 
downward below into the underground and act as a 
center of countercultural practices and expression, 
makes a physical connection between grades.

adjusting the grade of the road to allow for buses to 
potentially meet the level of the metro lines (the top 
ones), and allow for pedestrians to transfer with ease 
and at grade.

maintaining the integrity of the plaza, while 
adjusting the topography to accomodate for 

multiple uses and changes in grade/slope. using 
these changes to bring light underground.

celebrating the existing monument as a 
centerpiece for counter cultural practices and 

protest, celebrating the surrounding area’s use of 
graffiti as expression.

making a transit connection between different 
modes - bus, rail, and bike, allowing for an ease of 
transfer between modes of transit and potentially 

accessibility.



design



ground plan



bike plan



pedestrian plan



metro entry plan



rail plan













gestures

creating specific platforms and squares that break 
down the plaza into more comfortable sizes for 
pedestrians, and allow for potential changes in 
program and interaction of the visitor.

using the monument as a vertical center to move 
downward below into the underground and act as a 
center of countercultural practices and expression, 
makes a physical connection between grades.

adjusting the grade of the road to allow for buses to 
potentially meet the level of the metro lines (the top 
ones), and allow for pedestrians to transfer with ease 
and at grade.

maintaining the integrity of the plaza, while 
adjusting the topography to accomodate for 

multiple uses and changes in grade/slope. using 
these changes to bring light underground.

celebrating the existing monument as a 
centerpiece for counter cultural practices and 

protest, celebrating the surrounding area’s use of 
graffiti as expression.

making a transit connection between different 
modes - bus, rail, and bike, allowing for an ease of 
transfer between modes of transit and potentially 

accessibility.





thank you




