The Land Is Not Running
Matthew Maganga, \Writer

The land is not running.
The pitter-patter of feet as children play, carefree.
The land is not running.

Cities are cleaved, areas demarcated—implicitly and
explicitly—for those who have resources and those who
do not.

The land is not running.

Vast, beautiful farms churn out rich produce, the fruits of
their production grasped by a
few.

The land is not running.

There is a shortage. Of houses to sleep in, to live in. Tow-
ering apartments lie empty and
still, devoid of life.

The land is not running.

There is a shortage, supposedly. Of land to exploit, to cap-
ture for profit. Displacement

follows, populations shaken—tossed—from their way of
life. The land is not running,

but there’s a line of thinking that presumes it does. Where
the goal is to establish

scarcity—despite its abundance on the planet.

The land is not running. It watches, throughout the planet,
as it is dug into, as conflicts

reverberate over its possession. It watches as it is tended
to in difficult climactic times, as

it is built upon by those who envision egalitarian or ex-
ploitative futures.

The land is not running.

Matthew Maganga, London, United Kingdom, and Dar es Salaam, Tanzania
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