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PROBLEM STATEMENT

The limited accessibility of diverse Ethiopian
and Eritrean art hinders cultural archiving and
weakens collective memory.



AFFINITY MAPPING
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KEY FINDINGS

Stigmas around the field

of art

Not considered financially
viable or legitimate until a
certain level of success is
reached

Cultural perception of
Habesha art

Most visible Habesha art is
insularly centered around
religious themes

Lack of alternate
Habesha art visibility

Various forms of art exist
daily but are viewed as
labor rather than artistic
expression

Lack of reliable digital

Sources

Existing online sources are
limited to a narrow view of
Habesha art and lack variety



FLOW

Scenarios, stories, tasks

Ideate & Group

Brainstorm ideas around an area of concern. Then cluster them into groups.

Scenario

Netsi is studying cultural
art and design and wants
to do a project around the
different styles of art from
her Ethiopian culture.

Story

Tasks

Log in with google,
discord, or reddit?

She starts to brainstorm
ideas of where to find
resources and image
references for her project
and tries checking social
media pages on her phone
for Ethiopian art.

Have a fast way of looking
at Ethiopian art inspiration
that involves a social or
community aspect to
connect with other
creatives.

Link to web archive
discord or reddit
moderated with rules to
avoid censorship and
offensive engagement.

She finds some videos on
youtube and tiktok about
Ethiopian textiles and
traditional paintings but
none of them featured the
many other styles of art
she hopes to research.

as a Habesha artist or designer, | want to...

Find more than just the
most traditional styles of
art from my culture and
learn more about the
contemporary.

Page with different
contemporary styles of art
OR timeline of art
evolution.

Thinking those platforms
wouldn’t be as reliable
anyway, she switches to
her laptop and googles
“Ethiopian art” in hopes of
finding websites and/or
articles that feature her
research topic.

Make sure my research
sources are reliable to
reference in my project(s).

Vetting process for
archive submissions to
qualify for posting (maybe
with votes from audience
included?)

As she’s scrolling through
the search results, she
notices almost all of them
focused solely on
traditional and religious
paintings, but one archive
website called AddisFiles
sticks out.

Find diverse Ethiopian art
resources with a simple
google search so that |
don’t have to look for
them through other
methods.

SEO with specific
keywords and website
content + structure

She clicks on the link and
sees that the website
features different
categories of Ethiopian art
ranging in mediums,
themes, art movements,
etc.

Have an archive website
that continues to expand
the types of Ethiopian art
it features.

Detailed form with
guidelines for new archive
submissions with
encouragement to submit

Her first instinct is to click
through the art from
different regions of the
country and read about
them. She spends the
good part of her afternoon
exploring that and the rest
of the site while taking
notes on her laptop.

Be able to explore various
categories within Ethiopia
with the option to search
and filter other themes.

Search with keywords and
filter by categories/
themes.

1. regions

2. mediums

3. themes

4. artists

5. years

She bookmarks the
website to continue
referencing it throughout
her project and sends the
link to her other Habesha
friends who study art.

Save the resources | find
and send them to people
in my field of study.

Link with invitation text
encouraging joining and
submitting archives?

Deprioritized this since it
would come later in the
process and it's an add-on
that’s not necessary if
community aspect is
implemented into the site.



COMPONENTS

External Ul library components
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COMPONENTS

Navigation components
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COMPONENTS

Content components

+* Section

Section title
Section description

+ Section Row

Section title
Section description

« Collectionl tem

Collection title
Artwork count

Section title
Section description

« Artwork Item

Artwork title
Artist name

Date
Section description

Themes
Section description

Medium
Section description

+ Description

A digital archive of Ethiopian art and design-AddisFiles is a
growing resource for Habesha artists, researchers, and
enthusiasts exploring Ethiopia's diverse artistic forms.
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A digital archive of Ethiopian art and design-AddisFiles is a
growing resource for Habesha artists, researchers, and
enthusiasts exploring Ethiopia's diverse artistic forms.
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Ambara

Regions Decades Mediums

Addis Ababa Tigray Afar Amhara X

Central Ethiopia Dire Dawa

Somali Anseba

Northern Red Sea

Floating Gity BX
Addis Gezehagn

Date Medium

2024 Acrilic painting

Themes

Daily life, Deconstruction, Urban landscapes

Gambela Harari Oromia

Central (Maekel) Gash-Barka

Southern Red Sea

Explore  About

Themes

Benishangul-Gumuz

Sidama

Southern (Debub)

Single Painting
Hana Yilma Godine

Date Medium
2022 Painting, Textile

Themes
Myth and folklore, Contemporary, Spiritual

Submit

Resources Newsletter

Priests 0
Kibrom Gebremedhin

Date
2006

Themes
Spiritual, Non-figurative

Medium
Woodcut drawing

Sign In Create Account

T6e Spiral
Kirubel Melke

Date Medium
2023 Textile

Themes

Abstract, Figurative, Education, Social justice, Tradition




O @ W~ AddisFiles X +

& CcC O @ addisfiles.com

by

Explore  About Submit Resources Newsletter

Single Painting #1

Date Artist
2022 Hana Yilma Godine

Medium Themes
Painting, textile Myth and folklore, Contemporary,
Spiritual

In Single Painting #1, the earth appears on a table in front of a
seated woman. At first glance, she appears to be holding a pen and
gazing sternly at the planet. Closer inspection reveals she is in fact
filing her nails with a focused expression. Bottles of nail polish,
including one that resembles another tiny globe, are scattered on
the table—tools of self-care. In the background, Godine has used
various colorful advertisements and images from newspaper, many
alluding to travel. She has also prominently featured a painting of
female lions next to the seated figure, blurring logic as one lioness
gingerly steps out of the field of the painting and onto the table. The
figure and animals seem to be in harmony, as if there is a mutual
understanding of respect and care.

Source:
Submitted by https://brooklynrail.org/2024/02/artseen/Hana-Yilma-Godine-A-Brush-in-the-
@sOuluna on April 23rd, 2025 Universe/

suggested artwark




SCREENS
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About AddisFiles

AddisFiles is a growing digital archive of Ethiopian art and design, providing a valuable
resource for Habesha artists, researchers, and enthusiasts. It offers access to diverse
artistic forms, helping to enrich the creative landscape and preserve cultural memory.
Ethiopian art is often narrowly defined by traditions associated with the Ethiopian
Orthodox Church—a perspective reinforced by scholars, popular writings, and Western
museums. This focus overlooks the culture’s many other creative practices and their
evolution over time. Archiving serves as both a means of preservation and a catalyst for
innovation in cultural heritage. My pursuit of this project is a result of being an Ethiopian
and an artist who yearns for a safe archival space to channel the sense of warmth and
storytelling from back home. Habesha is used to describe the universal yet distinct
culture of the people from the Ethiopian and Eritrean region. By expanding the concept
of Habesha art, AddisFiles aims to foster a broader understanding of its cultural
narratives and their relevance in contemporary contexts.

Gommaunity Guidelines

Everyone who identifies as part of this culture should decide what is a part of Ethiopian
and Eritrean art history. AddisFiles account holders are responsible for understanding
and supporting the following community guidelines:

All Ethiopian and Eritrean art is part of the historical record. Please help the Archive
identify work or comments that some may find offensive.

AddisFiles does not claim any ownership of items in the Archive. The rights holder retains
the trademark and copyright.

Anonymity and aliases are strongly discouraged, but we understand may sometimes be
necessary.

Propaganda, hate speech, and censorship of any nature is not permitted.

Be kind and combpassionate when addina comments or addressina the moderators.
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AddisFiles X o

@ addisfiles.com/login

AddisFiles

Sign in to AddisFiles

75 Continue with Google

¥ Continue with Discord

Password Forgot password?

By proceeding you acknowledge that you have read,
understood and agree to our Terms of Service
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AddisFiles

Explore  About Submit Resources

Submit new artwork to AddisFiles

We encourage creatives and art enthusiasts in the culture to contribute to
AddisFiles. Submit digital images of Ethiopian or Eritrean artworks, designs,
photos, letters, oral histories, anecdotes, published and unpublished
literature, and other art or design material.

Title Artist

Description

Medium

e.g. Painting, Textile, Sculpture

Themes

e.q. Spiritual, Memory, Contemporary

Regions Source

Select regions

Save draft

Newsletter

Drag and drop files here or click to upload




1. Localize to Amharic + other dialects
o 2. Update working site with new Ul
Future plans for AddisFiles

3. User test with Habesha artists

4. |terate based on user input
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