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Gentrification in Oslo has significantly shaped neighborhoods, including St. Hanshaugen, where I curre
ntly live. One major milestone in this process is the gentrification of Grünerløkka, once a working-cla
ss district, now transformed into a trendy area with rising rents and boutique cafés. As highlighted in
 The directors of urban transformation: The case of Oslo, this shift has made housing less affordable 
for students and low-income residents, forcing them to move to less central areas. I have personally 
noticed the high rental prices in Oslo compared to Seoul, making it challenging for students like me 
to find affordable housing. 
 
Another example is the Barcode Project, a modern high-rise development along Oslo’s waterfront. Wh
ile it symbolizes economic growth, critics argue it has led to social segregation and an exclusive urba
n space, as discussed in the Barcode Project article. The contrast between luxury apartments and the
 struggle for affordable housing reflects a growing divide in Oslo, similar to gentrification trends in Se
oul’s areas like Itaewon. 
 
As a student, I see both the benefits and downsides of gentrification. While it revitalizes urban space
s, it also creates financial barriers for many residents, reshaping Oslo’s social fabric. 
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