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Hannah'Ré¢ speaks with Yves Mathieu

Yves Mathieu is a model in every sense of
the word — even his designer namesake
is saintly. The 25-year-old Afro-Asian
American independent musician-freestyle
dancer-male model was born in Brooklyn
but raised by his adoptive family in
Florida. Growing up, Yves always knew
that he was gay and he hated himself for
it.

As a teen, he was bullied and used drugs to fit in, but by the time
he turned 17, he got sober and has stayed clean ever since through
the grace of God. After attending college for dramatic writing,
Yves began to pursue a career in modeling; it was during the 2018
Women’s March in New York that he really stood out. With a sign
that said, “TRANS WOMEN, TOO!,” the world was introduced to
Yves the Activist. In addition to volunteering at homeless shelters,
LGBTQ+ runaway centers, and senior citizen homes, he also
fosters rescue Pit Bulls.

You can find him on Instagram, @the_yvesdropper, spreading his
indelible message of love, acceptance, and equality.

As a multihyphenate, what is
your current artistic focus?

My focus lately has been really driven by
politics. To me, politics are such a good
source of fuel for action. Everyone has
their own interpretation of it, but it encou-
rages me so much to know that | can
pump my art heart and my political pulse
all into a song or all into a look.

In the past, you have
described your music as “sad
pop you can dance to”. What
has been the progression
of your sound from when
you started until now?

My sound has definitely always had a
more purposeful feel, but what | am proud
of is how much more carefree my appro-
ach is now to what | am creating. It’s just
fun, it feels fun, it sounds fun, it smells
fun, but it's also still me, it always will be,
because | write it all.

Who are some of your favorite
writers or poets?

Maya Angelou’s words impact me as if
I've heard them before but in a different
lifetime. It's hard to explain thoroughly,
but it’s just familiar to my soul like I'm re-
lated to her.

Robert Frost’s ‘Stopping by Woods on a
Snowy Evening’ ends in ,and miles to go
before | sleep.” It's a very famous line,
people have gotten it tattooed and used
it for weddings, funerals, you name it. It's
remarkable how one line, let alone one
word, can have a designated intention
but is interpreted to mean so many diffe-
rent things to so many different people.
The words of Nayyirah Waheed make
my heart cry and feel peace butin such a
beautifully minimalistic way. They're sim-
ple and to the point, which is something
| like to do not just in my life but in my
own writing.

Matt Healy is someone whose music I've
laughed to, danced to, cried to, and stared
at the ceiling to.
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Everything he writes resonates with me,
and as a singer/songwriter/writer my-
self, | can only hope thatanything | create
will make someone feel the way I've felt
listening to his words.

| personally know Jeremy O. Harris, so
my opinion is slightly biased, but | must
say, it is truly a privilege to be alive and
exist at the same time as a black writer
who is as unapologetic, purposeful, and
impactful as Jeremy. His words cut, they
bleed, they bandage you, and they also
free you.

What was it like being a
cheerleader for Thom
Browne’s Thanksgiving
football match alongside
Lil Uzi? What is it about
Browne’s ethos that reso-
nates with you?

Thom Browne has a beautiful way of
bringing people together in a fashionable
way. Uzi is a homie. You know how you
can be a part of a family all existing in the
same universe, but you feel like everyone
comes from a different world? That’s what
it was like, the same universe but different
worlds coming together. | am from my own
damn world and in a skirt, of course ;)
Thom isn’t trying to change your style or
who you are, he simply amplifies who
you are. He reminds me of the color
black — everyone looks good in it.

Who is one designer that you
would love to work with?

Christopher John Rogers because | love
his entire vision, the way his designs
look like they make people feel, and,
of course, because he’s a young black
designer. Seeing POC designers being
recognized and given a space to simply

be is such a beautiful thing to witness as
a POC creative.

How would you describe
your personal style?

With all due respect, | just don’t really
give a fuck what people think, and | go
for it. If I'm feeling it, I'm feeling it, but |
ALWAYS have on jewelry, always.

What is your most meaning-
ful tattoo?

The most meaningful tattoo | have right
now would probably be the equality sign
on the bridge of my nose. One of the
toughest parts in the fight for equality
is when your own people don't treat
you as an equal. Every tattoo | have is
meaningful to me for its own reason,
and certain tattoos stick out to me more
during different seasons of my life.

In keeping with this theme’s
issue, what does a utopia
look like to you? What does
a dystopia look like to you?

Utopia = God, clean water, trans rights,
all black lives are valued, there’s a block
party every Friday with endless amounts
of food, and music loud enough to make
your ears bleed. Dystopia = the world
currently.

What makes you hopeful for
your future and your
country’s?

The hope for my future is more than just
my future, it's the future of all those that |
represent and carry with me. My hope is
that | can pave our own sidewalk where
we do things our way so that we don’t
have to fight for space on a sidewalk
that never wanted us there in the first
place. | do a lot of work with kids and
teens. Seeing how passionate and dri-
ven they are not only in their craft but
about making their voice heard shows
me that the future is in good hands;
they’re so dangerous and in the most
beautiful way.
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