
Roadside Picnic

artists as stalkers in forbidden zones
            laying the ground for fertile fictions and fragile realities 

		  seeing	
			   debris as species 
		               crystals as portals 
			   plants as companions and lovers

	 and filling bags of beginnings 
	
(it’s Scorpio season and there was a devil’s coach-horse beetle in the gallery)
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That's the way everyday goes
Every time we've no control
If the sky is pink and white

If the ground is black and yellow
It's the same way you showed me
Nod my head, don't close my eyes

Halfway on a slow move
It's the same way you showed me

If you could fly then you'd feel south
Up north's getting cold soon
The way it is, we're on land

So I'm someone to hold true
Keep you cool when it's still alive

Won't let you down when it's all ruin

In the wake of a hurricane
Dark skin of a summer shade

Nosedive in the flood lines
Tall tower of milk crates

It's the same way you showed me
Cannonball off the porch side
Older kids trying off the roof

Just the same way you showed me (You showed)
If you could die and come back to life
Up for air from the swimming pool
You'd kneel down to the dry land

Kiss the Earth that birthed you
Gave you tools just to stay alive

And make it out when the sun is ruined
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Plot introduction and setting of Roadside Picnic (1972), a novel written by Arkady and Boris 
Strugatsky, which inspired the movie Stalker (1979) by Andrei Tarkovsky. Wikipedia.

Lupinus, commonly known as lupin, lupine, is a genus of flowering plants in the legume 
family Fabaceae.
Lupin beans. 
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‘Roadside Picnic’ exhibition at Pada Studios 
with works by Anna Spearman, Avleen Kaur, Jack Shearing, Lauren Pirie, Na Liu, Paddy 
Critchley, Paula MacArthur, Sarah Delaney, Serra Behar, Willie-Meike Brand.
Words gathered by Manon Klein
30/10/2021
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