
Puddled
Pedagogies: 
A New Design 
School for 
Chongming 
Island

Olivia Champ Tremml + Lilly Saniel-Banrey
Nexus of Ecology, Education, and Design



3 of 68LSB + OCT2 of 68Puddled Pedagogies

The Basic Information

Premise
The new Design School 
at Yangtse Estuary on 
Chongming Island brings 
into balance the life of 
the designer through 
tender connection to one’s 
surroundings. Students 
live close to studios, 
workshops, and seminars 
under the greater canopy of 
departments as live-in artist 
residency program unique to 
the typical campus structure. 
The school purposefully 
slows down and intermingles 
making and reflecting, where 
students return to instinct, 
feeling, and exploring the 

Departments
Industrial Design
Furniture Design
Communication Design
Textile Design
Fashion Design

Workshops
Textile
Metal
Ceramic
Glass
Wood + Organic
Synthetic + Composite
Media Lab

Public Offerings
Herbarium
Large Theater (330 seats)
Light Box Theater
Design Library
Cafe
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A Building of Rooms

Department Canopies
The School acts as a garden for the campus, an ever evolving 
and unfolding experience for both student and visitor. Students 
move through the canopied landscape, providing both depth 
and breadth to the educational journey.

From Theater to Home
Within Department Canopies, students travel between work 
and home through restorative landscapes. At the ground floor, 
porous workshops and public programs land the theater of 
making. On the above floors, dwelling, sleeping, making and 
exhbit mingle in a skyward landscape.

Key
1     Textile Design
2     Fashion Design
3     Communication Design

Key
A     Studio
B     Admin
C     Workshop

4     Furniture Design
5     Industrial Design

D     Seminar
E     Living
F     Sleeping Unit

G    Public
H     Mechanical/
        Receiving
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L0 Paths of Circulation L1 Paths of Circulation

Intra-Department / 
Garden Paths

Inter-Department  
Paths
Trunks + Branches
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