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PROBLEM
OPPORTUNITY



Williamsburg Independent Film Festival is a place for 
the people of Williamsburg Brooklyn to be inspired.
The non-profit organization aims to, “nurture and 
celebrate new and independent filmmakers” and their 
unique stories through exposure to a diverse and an
enlightened community.

WillFilms’ current logo and typesetting is inconsistent 
and is not reflective of the community which it serves.
WillFilms’ problem provides an opportunity for Fest 
Grotesk a versatile and structured typeface, that is 
reflective of the Williamsburg creative scene.

A typeface that attracts, encourages and 
celebrates new independent filmmakers. 

WILLIAMSBURG
INDEPENDENT 
FILM FESTIVAL 
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Williamsburg Brooklyn in NYC is known as the creative 
Hub of the United States. Ever since the 1970s, it has 
become home to artists, designers, and filmmakers, 
creating a culturally rich environment. The area is 
known for its hipster culture, indie music performances, 
local artisans, exciting nightlife, and big coffee scenery. 
WillFest brings fresh filmmakers to this community. 
With this in mind, Fest Grotesk reflects the celebration 
and nurturing of new and independent filmmakers. 

Unique, culturally rich, artistic hub, hipster 
community, local artisans, enlightened 
And lively.

WILLIAMSBURG
THE  LOCAT I ON
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THE
PROCESS



In the ideation phase of this typeface, a set of rules 
established constraints in which the letter forms grew. 
The mono-line sans serif with a neutral x-height is the 
foundation of the Fest Grotesk letter form, identified as 
scalable and versatile. 

The “A” in the third row is the Fest Grotesk pioneer, 
establishing the structure, and guided the treatment of 
negative space. The flat-top allows for more negative 
space and an interesting trapezoid shape conquering 
tight corners and widening the space.

Testing and inauguration of a rule-set
That determens the direction and final 
Fest Grotesk outcome. 

INITIAL SKETCHES 
& BRAINSTORMING
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In efforts to make the letter forms less static and cold, 
the rounding of the corners adds more personality, 
moving closer to the look and feel of the Williamsburg 
creative scene. Drawing inspiration from existing forms 
in the initial bicycle logo, Fest Grotesk preserves 
elements of WillFilms history. This is reflected through 
the unique shapes within the negative spaces. 

Preserving elements from the initial logo 
adding personality and individuality.

BASIC ELEMENTS
INTERIOR FORMS
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Fest Grotesk is morphed and built from its skinny 
beginnings to its thicker and rounder letter form. 
Considering its versatile application, the thin structure 
serves as a wire-frame from which multiple variations 
and styles are built. As the letter increase in weight, the 
corners Increase in curvature, maintaining the unique 
shape that rests within the negative space. 

Fest Grotesk skeletal structure and the 
weight gained over the process. 

EVOLUTION
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These four letters display the basic shapes and widths 
used within most forms of the Fest Grotesk lettering.
The rounded divot on the B is used to add a more gentle 
element to what is usually a sharp corner. While the line 
width remains consistent, the interior corners in both 
the B and the H showcase the consistent rounding of 
interior corners throughout. Moreover, the flatter top of 
the A sets the groundwork for other triangular shaped 
letters like the V, W, and the M. Lastly, the curvature
spanning across the width of the letter O is apparent in 
letters like S, G, Q, and C.

Highlighting aspects as they are repeated 
to unify the typeface family.

ESSENTIAL 
ELEMENTS
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REGULAR
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LIGHT
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LIGHT NUMERALS
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REGULAR OBLIQUE
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REGULAR OBLIQUE
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BAQGRN

WILLFEST

FILM NOIR

PELLICLE PREMIERE

GALA FILMIZE PREMIERE
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PACK MY BOX WITH 

FIVE DOZEN 

LIQUOR JUGS

W H I L E  T H E  B R O W N  F O X 

JUMPS OVER

THE SUPER DUPER 

LAZY
W O O F  B A R K  D O G G O
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RANGE OF USE

YOU E ITHER D IE

A HERO 
OR L IVE LONG 

ENOUGH TO SEE 

YOURSELF BECOME THE

VILLAIN
IN  THE MOV IE
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search=free%20mockups
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