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The contradiclionc ssooein*~d with iherz Jrelations are belsng
skarpened at various levels in Tanzeni .,

-t

All ecQnamic estebliehnente cad edvcational instifutions
are permeated by these relations of comin~nice aud exploitation,
It is the intensification of +these relationé which has made the
workers and the lower sections of the pefty-~bourgeoisie (which
includes the students) to be the most alicnabtzd elemenfs in the
society, The wWorker is exploifed, mecde to submit to bureaucratic
working methods, ani deprived of initiative and freedom, The ptud eu=,
other hand are Torced to submit.to authoriiy, left at the
mercy of a disorganized education system which 1¢aves many of ihem
to face prospects of having their expéctations frustrated
L i oy due be!diminishing copportunities for better jobe
and gevent. living conditions, . 1

VT % ‘ T oeanlavLoars P
Eversince the' Arusha Declaration the ideological scene in
Tanzania has been characterized by the struggle hétween capitalist
and socialist ideas, This has ledl to.dhecréascd political awareness

amongst” the ¥arious clazses in society. - More particularly since
the Mwongozo, ‘the downtcoddér :f1358€3' have taken up the cell of
liberation, -Given their materiai’“dcrditions, the iicreased
ideological conscioiifness cantot’ but lead bo rebellion ageinst

the existing conditions,: ' The sharpest erd'most militent response
has come from the workers. enditke studentsy The péasants in the rural
areas have:aiso respwmded. to>thisicall, 0 T o

N PR, DA T

s i ol ~'}"‘|.'\"; ' ek e RS TS
.. Organised.in facto ﬁ@ﬁﬁ,"!b’g‘hébl?' -end iof'fices 'the ‘workers and
_students have refused. fo; continne peirg umbie and obedient-servants
of the existing system. ;They pent j¢ change . %,

1 the, aublioritigs also Teflédts’ the-

AT & v AT 2

°%  Mhe general reacfiioh. ol -the authorit! : N
existing social velations.; -Haying the-resources’ and powers of the
sbate, et their disSpcgély moFe add moTe Teprégsiod has-been” -

their énswer to ‘the Workeys: and the stulente, = All sorts.of
' Jabels have been pasted.on. them: !wrgekers of the. econoiy,! i
Wiroyble makers', "widisciplined juveniles” and the like, . ftudc:c-
Birt“this hes not’ deterred the workers and students in their
B§Miedlen: - “ T4 U FE AR RO LU PN S n T T e D 2T S

R 4 R .:".,:'\ Bl ‘ i ".A-‘,_'.-“_:'.«__‘f“. - —i' v X . R
In’ our opihion; these struggles, are progressive siruggles..
The energies;: enthusiasm and’militancy cf ‘the workers end students
should be,gwided along the.cormact lines to build,socialism,.
The 'peasentry. ond.the progressive plements: of the: pettybourgeoisie
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are, of course, their naturpl;alliese: .. ... . ‘
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Schoel Education and Underdevelopmont in Tanzenis
—— T I T I D T RIS N S DT

By + K. F. Mrejd

INTRODUCTLON

The education* system in Tanzania, or %0 V¢ mure ppecific, the
primary and the seconlary schools have been the suljeots of vimrus
debate and discussion recently, Btudents, tenchers, parents, lcurmniists,
politicians and memberas of the public - all have, voleel their opinions
through various channels.,: The delate joes on.

This debate is an outcome of generally wilespread feelin: thmt the
schools are at present underpoing some sort of 2 crisfs. Various ldeps
hawve been put forwarl to describe the nature of this crisie, explain
its causes and su7gest possille methods for reso lvim it. Prom these
diverse ideas anl proposnls, two basic trenla of thou cht emerge, Most
of the participants can Le classificd as alhering to esither ome or the
other of these two schools of thought, namely, apologetic idealiss and
vulimar realism,

. 1

For an idlealist, the primary and determining feature is the idea.
Movement from ncrstage to another is a process of realization of an
-ddeal state or form.” Thus those'who view the school system from an
idealist frame of raference put primary emphasis on the official aims
and objectives of education in Tanzania,. which emanate, in the main,

from Mwalimu's document “Education for Self-Reliance". The fundamental
objective is'to sirive for a social order Lased on three governing
principles: PR T 124

"eesieaeequality and respect for human dignity;:

- sharing of resources which are produced;by our ¢
efforts; work by everyone and explolta.tlon 19 i s 4
none,"(1) G B iha

A p ' “y ot

Hence, the education system needs to be tr:msformed so that it serves:

", . eess to foster the social goals-of-HviRg. . —mom o ot
together and wonkm* to Tether, for the common ;
gooditlay:. e »-..__“,____%_.,, TR G
o § t b A
For the idealist, the strc.sses and strains evident at present in the
school system are tut some’ tr'msz.tlonn.l problems ‘arising in the process

of realization of their cherished ideals, Thus, --wa.fmc. N._-’ﬁ’-MbWage

asserting that:

f {

,"““»{) (t)hose who ‘cannot' follow the socialist tide,
des}Prately*shout ‘that our eluco.tlornl st'md'mls '

are falling drast1cally."(3) il

- S

"”;‘»‘.’,.?
Further on he gays:

"I belrew “Wwe-are- ~9%ill 4n the transitional period ¢ . i)
"= "‘j*"“g,nd what lB ’mppemnb now is quite J.nentable."(d,)

% In this essay " 4duc'1'tn.on" is-gynonymous with formal G'l\lC'lthﬂ.

(1) J. K. Nyerere, Education for Self-Reliance, Mlmstry of Informatmn
and Tourism, Dar es Salaam, 1967.; Deb. ZHere'xftcr ‘referred to as

E-SOR.) . b b Ml s v S A -~_...,‘...

(2) Ibidt, P.B

(3) N. Tegambwaze, Focus on Education : The Problem of fallin? standands,

Daily News, 8th Iry, 1975

(4) Ibi\lo



Needless to say, the {dealist strategy is to bring about = change im

people's attitudes and moral values, amd o re-organise the schiorl sel-95

' curricula so that they serve the socinl aspirations aud chbjeciives

v conceived by thf.:ﬂ.(S) iittingly or unwittingly, these ldecliste

have tended to confuse the fdeal with the actusl, and hence, vhjectivaly,

their ideas eerve to provide un apologetic defense of the existiing

chaos in the education system,(6)
On the other hand, there are the realists who have not dared to se

beyond reality as it immedintely appears to them, Viewing the world

through » superficial and fragemented looking glass, they have just

picked on the various obvious shortcomin s here and there, and have

vigercusly propounded the thesis that the education system is in

shambles.(7) Of course, even these pragmatists have certain ideals

at the back of their minds which comprise their evaluation standards.

But unlike the egalitarian aspirations of the idealist, their aims do

not go beyond the existing neo-colonial socio-economit reality, Henc#®

they emphasize efficient organisation of the educztion system and maimie—

nance of high academic stard:trds.(B) These are to be achieved through

administrative measures to ensure smooth functioning of the system, DY

increasing teachers' salaries to provide them with an incentive, by

establishing proger discipline amongst the students etc. Their realism
is wulgar in so far as it does not go beyond surface appearances. Their

knowledge stops at the perceptual stage, so it just consists of a2
collection of isolated details,: However, factual these details may be,
they cannot be 2 bSubstitute for an interconnected picture of the whole
and provide a consistent explanation of the state of affairs of the
educaticn system,

The confliet between the two trends of thought noted above is bui
an aspect of the contradiction between utopian socialism and petty-bour-—
geois ideology which is the' characteristic ideological conflict in
Tanzania to-day. This conflict of ideas is moreover a reflection of real
conflict between the bureaucratic bourgeoisie on the one hand and the
middle and lower sections of the petty-bourgeoisie on the other.(9)

(5) cCf. J. H. Raza, Bducntion : The case for curriculup review, Daily
News, 3rd May, 1973 i

(6) For 2 classic case of sycophancy see, A, A. Lema, 'L hate it!
attitude is fast disappearing. - Sunday News, 15th April, 1973,
The author has the audacity to claim that the new policy of KSR
"has resulted in the making of new attitudes and values among
young Tanzanians in particular," Paradogically, q_u'it'e a different
impression is gained from an article by the same author! See,
A, A, Lema, 01d Attitudes Die Hard, Studies in Curriculum Develop-—
ment, No. 3, Institute of Education, University of Dar es Salaam,.

1973

(7) cf., True Patriot, Ministry should look into rural schools, Daily
News Letters, 29th Januapy, 1973; A Correspondent. Frustrating our
teachers, spoiling our education, Paily News, 19w April, 1973

(8) ©f. C, Ndamagi, Language, root.of school ills, Daily News Letters,
4th June, 1973 5

A T N L s
(9) For elaboration of these issue gee Shivjiy Tw G., Tanzenia s
The Class-Struggle Continues, (mimeo), 1973
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% ke viowepelntle, being represant f 1 1299
. (8, have boen ooioured and stapel by thasy Lblerielg, Koryersry,
ve enplojad unaclantifio nethodoloat as, it g ! sory 5 2 £
v Wthey have lunded up #4th erroncous conelusloss & Lol pes Sade
soh Curther thap shers they etactad frs,
ih .t ie required hewaver, ig + zounfete dyele of e prevadling
ditions, MNot only does the ide3] nsed to pe wxpliined &n Yems of
otual rea) conditions tut ales the inter-relatioelip belwesn Uwe
j@éd ~nd the real has e be analysed, More speoifically, the amalysis

~soncrete conditions ghould hg done A0 %2 to ldentify wdl revesl the

trodictions gperating In the eduontion sysben, % trace their
pocio-hiatoric roots, wd their relation #ith the peneral gociel
snntradictiona, For only susch an ammlyeis con toke ua beyond the surface
rpearence - the forrs - to an anderstan’ing of ‘the cssence wd its
tirection of motion - the subtatdnce,

<

This essry i8 n modest attempt to venturd in vhat direction. We
ghall first briefly review the historical hackground before dealing with
he present situ tion,

FISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Bduc:tion under Colonialisu(10)

=

The present day system of education in Panzanina(1l) has its
roots in the colonial poriod, Its foundations were 12id by the
wctivities of Christian Missionaries towards the end of the lust
century. The liissionaries were interested in propagating Christianity
and training Africen Priests. So by the beginning of "the present
century there were more than 600 mission "schools" df one sort or
anothér holding basic literacy and Bible study clnsses for about
50,000 pupils. As elsewhere in Africn, the Bible preceded the gun
and set the stage for formal colonization, Subjectively, the
Missionaries might have considered themselves as being on 2 "civili-
sing mission on the dark continent"., But objectively their role was
to prepare the ideological groundwork for the subsequent imperialist
penetration, It was missionary education which facilitated the
separation of the Africon from his traditional society for absorption

into the colonial socio-economic systen,

"Educnting" the African, needless to say, was not one of the
basic aims of the colonialists. Far fror it.

"When the Germans took over Tanganyika, education
for Africans was furthest from their thoughts. Like
all colonial powers their chief concern was the
ectablishnent of 1law and erder and opening up of the
country to trade nd commerce ssessesss But because
" they had, if only for the scke of economy, to
establish a junior and local civil service for their
adnministretive machine, they were soon forced into
creating an educntional systen to staff it,"(12)

30) For =2 more comprehensive analysis of education in colonial Africa
see W. Rodney, How Burope Underdeveloped Africa, T.P.H.; 1972,

pp. 261 - 309, " e

21) Here, as elscwhere in this essay, "Tanzania® refers to:the.
mainland only,
? {

'@2) J. Comeron and W. A. Dodd, Society, Schools & Progress in
Tanzania, Oxford : Pergwion Press, 1970, p.55.




(4)

) - c2ut nhout - g ol 8. 1
Forced by objective mecessity, the Gemans sel about in 2 Do Yiodiceld

mamier Lo achieve their adme, Alongside the micsicnary schocls,
govermment ‘Behool systerm was set up, Accoriing to an of fi¢ing
cireular, it hod the following ains:

"(a) To enable the native to be usel in governmont
admindstrtion,

(v) To inculeate a liking for order, eleardiness,
diligence, and dutifulness i 2 sound
knowledge of German custois and patriotism.”(13)

In other words to produce obedient slaves for the colonizersi One
positive fenture of the German schools was that the medium of
instruction was Swabhili, This was done so as to consolidate their
political domination over the territory., To man the lower ranks of
the political and administrative machine, and 4o establish their
inf'luence in the.interior, the Germans mainly used the Swahili
speaking perscnnel from the coast, Thus by the beginning of the first
imperialist war, much of the offiecial correspondence throughout the
country was conducted in Swahili,

With the coming of the British, the educational -set up underwent -
many changes, Swahili lost its prominent position and "knowledge of
German customs and patriotism" was replaced- by indoctrimmtion of -
loyalty to the British Crowm. More direct 1inks with nissionary
education were established and gradually the “racial" pattern of
education that Tanzania was confronted with at the time of indepen-
dence evolved. However, the essentlal function of education remained
unchanged i.e, to facilitate and reinforce .the functioning of the
colonial system.. Thus its output comprised clerks, tax ¢ollectors,
interpreters, primary school teachers, priests, artisans, ete,

Colonialism has ha,d a profound lmpact on ‘the soc.u.l and economic

_structure of Tanzania, Apart from whatever military and strategic
advantages that the possession of the .colony offered to them, the

~ colonialists were mainly 1nterested in obtumng economic advantages.
The natural resources of the colony were exploited using cheap local
labour, Production of raw materials for industries in‘the metropole
a8 encouraged and at the same time the colony became a protected
mrket for the various manufactured goods produced by these industries.
A transportation network was built in order to send the goods from
the interiorto the coast and vice-versa, The outcome of this process
was the integration of the Tanzanian economy into the un.lerdeveloped
half of the world capitalist system.,

Concomitmt with the changes in the economic base, came the
changes in the socinl structure.(14) whatever communal or nascently-
feudal socicties that were in existence before were shattered by the
establishment of commodity production for the world market. In fact,
the present day stratification amongst the peasantry, and emergence
of the working class in plantations and urban ayeas can be directly
linked with the development of production and processing for expert.
The commercial bourgeoisie i.e. the Asians, formed the essential link
between the peasant producer and the foreighi eapitalist in -the proeess
of generation of economic surplus by the former and its appropriation
by: the latter.

(13) Ibid., p. 56

(14) For an analysis of class-structure under colonialism in Tanzania,
see Shivji, I. G., op. cit. pp. 32 -54.



as haf .. rID0UBLY, this soommis spate sl
got function just by 1taclf, without thyr: being corpeapanding
clitieal and fdeologlonl nech@pdmm 46 s afrdaln 1he #ry)-ftstive

gelntdons of production, Tals was the fumction of the eolmdal
s42%@ Apparatus ineluding the sducetdon systen, (15, 1rs mowid
of the colonial political and sdmindstrstlv: appuratus contelimted
eignificantly to clnes fomatlon unier colonlalion, In o much a
gne class formation aronget the pessantiry wnd thy eeorgenes of e
gorking cliss can be necribed to the crangee 1n the scommis bese

the growth of a petty-bourgeolsic is 2 recult of the corvesponding
evelution of the colonial superstrusturs, The exr rwion of U
siate apparatus resulted in an expanding demand for 1o9eal poveommal,
ﬁge only qualification required to become  ¢clerk or n taacher wus
ftequn.te education, Thus education becam: o mijor instrument Lo the
roxmation of the petty-bourgeoisie.(16)

Paradoxically, it was this very petty-bourgecisie, » product
por excellence of colonial education, that wis to spearhead the
struggle ~Minet coloninlien,(17) Colonial education imbued its
geCi?ient with ilans of subservience to the colonizer, injected o
“arelgn culture in him, inculcated him with bourgeois individuzlism
ard worship of the cash-nexus, Yet it 2lso offered sections of the
p2tly-bourgeoisie opportunity to come into comtact with 1iberal and
progressive idens; with notions of bourgeois denocracy, freedom and
even soclalisn, Coloninl educition put the petty-bourgecisie in a
somewhat better economic position than most of ihe indegenous
populntion, yet the colonial system was incopable of satisfying, the
aSpirations of this class which were the result of this very process
of education, Being placed in the colonial state apparatus, the
petiy-bourgeoisie were, in a sense, nearest to the seats of political
power but being under the direct domination of the colonizer, they
pecame conscious of their powerlessness of their inability to do
anything by and for themselves or in other words by this inability -
they acquired a consciousness of themselves cs a class for itself
such more readily.than any other oppressed class in the society,
Thus, given the global anti-colonial struggles and sharpening of the
contradiction between the colonizer end the colonized, it is mot
sarprising that the petty-bourgeoisie successfully led the struggle

for independence,

The Early Post-Independence Period.

The nttainment of formal independence did not basically affect
the position of the Tanzanien economy in the world capitalist system,
If anything, the chamnels for siphoning off the economic surplus
were incre-sed through multilateralizetion of the links. and depen-
dency on fercigm capitel on foreign markets and technology increased,

"Inside Tanganyika, 2 map showing the major cotton and coffee
arens virtually coincides with a map showing areas in which colonial
educntion was availdble," W. Rodney, op. cit., pp. 266 - 267

The British, with their policy of indirect rule, used the
tradition~l rulers and chiefs to entrench their political
dominntion, In educ~tion, they gave preferemtial treatment to

the children of chiefs by establishing special schools for them,
But this in no way inwWidates the thesis of educntion being a major
instrumcnt in class-formation since firstly, numerieally, the
children of the chiefs were a snall proportion of those who joinsd
the eolonial administration and secondly, taat even for them,
education was a pre-requisitc for joining the -dministration,

. The early leaderships of TAA wnd TANU weyre mostly composed of
educnted Africrns, See, J. Illife, Toanzanio under German and
Bpitdsh Rule, in Cliffo and Saul (k2), Socialisn in Tanzania,
=arf, 1972, Vol. I, pu 14.
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1) b in both the public and privete sectors, 1P
Indastrial Jdevelopnent was to be restricted to export processing

and import substitution. In sum, the develdmment stritegy adopted
engured further develomment of unierdévelogment in Tanzania,

Undoubtedly, $deperdence did entail considerable changes in the
social set up. Politica) power was transferred in the haonds of = new
ruling class. Although inbued with militant nmationalism, the
reproduction of this class as 2 ruling class wis inextricably linked
with continuation and expansion of ¢conomic ties with foreign
capital, In temms of its cconomic aspirations, this class considered
the commercisl bourgecisie te be the major obstacle hindering their
realization.(19) - ;

What impact did a)1 this have on the system of education?
Firstly, certoin immediate organizational changes were carried out,
Coloninlism had 1lcft 2 legaey of three-tiered system of schooling
in which the children of the metropolitin bourgeoisie received the
best facilities those of the commercial bourgeoisie followed mext -
in order of preference and at the bottom were those of the ind 4genous
people, For example, in the year 1961 the annual expenditure per
pupil was Shs, 3,320/- and pupil : teacher ratio was 16 for the first
group., The corresponding figures for the second group are Shs.- 460/~
and 28; and for the last group Shs. 200/- 2nd 54 (20). This heipar-
chichal system considerably restricted the growth of the petty-bour-
geoisie 28 n clnss, One of the first steps taken by the govermment
after Independence was to abolish, in the name of racial equelity,
these restrictive feiters., In ite place, 2 national system of educa-
tion was set up with n Ministry of Zducation being responsible for
overall co-ordination. Various measures-in.rationalize the = . =~
~dministration of education, such as the establishment of Unified
Teaching Service, were introduced, The contents of what was being
tau'ght in schools did not change much, except for infusion of -
nationalistic ideas and orientation in the curriculum and 2 -greater
emphisis on Swahili,

Shivji, in his pioncering analysis of the contemporary history
of cless struggles in Tanzania(21) does not lay the due siress ‘on the
role of education 2s:one of the instruments of the petty-bourgeoisie
firstly, in its struggle against the commercial bourgeoisie and
secondly, %o -consolidate itself as a ruling class. - The abolition of
"racially" patterned education and of school fees in all govermment
aided secondary schools removed a principal bottleneck restricting
the reproduction, on an cxpanding scale, of this class, and undercut
the various advantagea aceruing to the commercinl bourgeoisie from
the colonial gystem:  Hoving the benefits of better educational
fadilities and higher economic status, the children of the commercial

(18) 4, Seidman, Comparative Develorment Strotegies in East Africa, |
EAPH, 1972., p.64 iy -

(19) shivji, Op.cit., pps 60 - T3

(20) A, Van @& Lonr, Tovnwis ldnpowbr Develoyment Strategy in Tanzan -i.a
in Cliffe and Soul (54,), Op. eits, Vol. 2, p. 226.. el
(21) Shivii, Op. cit.




(7)

bourgeoisie could, relatively spesking, more easily lole toe sisdls
and upper-achélons of the polenial eivil servics, Even the 2oionial
political atmesphere scoorded thes re l"i- 1y et opporwundiies

ta obtain such jobs, Bul the post inler r, u Agures put 1

trend to neutralize it ome ady ntiecs,

Further there was a vast expension of elucniins fniifitise in
the post independence pericd. Humerous new jrimery wd seconiapy
achools were bullt, more teacher training collogos sere baiit
together with eatabliehment of inatitutions of Lighe: olddition sach
as the University College of Dar s Oalnam.

"At independence; . there were oniy 41 jublie
and private secondary schoole with & Lotsl
enrolment of 12,000 and a teichling staff of stout
160. By 1971, there were 124 public and private
secondary schools ~nl = tolal onrclmemt of

7 43,352 which is over 3 times that at independunce,
with a teaching force of 2,111,"(22)

Foreign lomns mrinly “ror the Jorld Bank were significant in assisting
this expension, csrecially of secondary level education, (2}) But
it was the inturm:l subjectiv: and objective frctors which provided
the major driving force., Firstly,ther: wis the tremendous pepular
demnand for education from the people.. As has alréady been
mentioned. education, right from the colonial days, was considered
as a sure device for upward social mobility - o stepping stone for
higher income and comfortable lifestyle. Such an Attitude is not
surprising,’given the objective role of education in class formation,
In fact even before independence TANU had scnsed this popular demand
and had been setting up and running primary schools through TaPi.

Secondly, related to this, there was the manpower problen,
Qunlified personnel were required to fill up the vacant and new posta
in the state machine., Expanding bureaucracy and replacement of colo-
nial personnel by locals 2ll entailed increased output from the wvduca-
tion system. As dictated by the lop-sided economic development,
high-level manpower meant white-collar and administrative personnel ,
Thus, it is not surprising that expansion of technical education
lagged behind all others. Neither was it an 2ccident that the first
faculty in.the newly set up University College wos the Fa.culty of Law,
and was followed by the establishment of the Facult tg and
Social Sciences, %h'—‘ Faculty of Engineerings ‘was t te]é %hls ygarl

But the education system did achieve the cbjectives it was
set-up for. For although reliance on expatriates, espccially in
nany key jobe, continues to this day, thc proportion of local perscr-
nel has gone up. .Thus in 1962, out of a total of 4,723 senior and

middle grade civil servants, 38.5 per cent were Tanzamans. In
1971, the total had gone up to 10,723 qut of which local personnel
constituted 90.5 per cent.(24) e

ication, Class and State : Some Theoretical Reflections

sues before turning to discuss the system of educwtlon in Tc.nzmnatf
:sent. LT

>) The Economic Survey, 1971 - 72, Governmént Printers, Dar e¢s Salaam,
1972, p. 131

5) Ibid., p. 131. This dependence on foreign loars continues tr;
this day. See Daily News, 7lm/= boost to education, 16th May,

1973.

1) The Economic Survey 1571 - 72, p. 133
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L 4 BYen ‘-‘\\‘li‘mxn‘s'(zf’)
I Mis atrvbiment of purpose of aduo tion suffers from one major draw-—

pmak ehich sakea it susoeptidle ‘o ideallst interpretation. It ¢
pepresenta » geoeralization whieh ia true for any society, whether it

fg o olraaloes society op one strewn with fun.amental class contradic-
tiosd, Dhe otatament doea not relate the role of education in a class
sochety with the promolion or otherwise of interests of the nrioug classes
fn Wt soclety, Decause of thie lack of explicit qmllficatmn for the
case of » socdq t) livided inte classes, the statement can be construed
te mean that aducation is a sort of nuutf a1 process benefiting all
Dembary of that soelety, In any cage, the final test of any theory is
in practice, and a8 wo shall tr., to show in the later sections, it is in
metice that the policy of Bducation for Self-Reliance represents

idealise par excoellence,

Befere examining the rele of education in class societies, let us
priefly state the basic propositions of the materialist (26) conception
§ histery, Accorling to this, any socio-economic formation consists
the economic hasc ‘nd the superstructure, The economic base comprises
productive forces and the rolations of proluction, It is the develop—
t of productive forces which provides the vrifary motive force of all
¢lopment, The superstructure, which not only complements the economic
s hase tut i3 also in contradiction with it, has interlocking political,
i legnl wd ideological aspects, The principal ospect of this contradiction,
except in periode of transformation from one social formation to another,
is the ecomomic Lise, i,0, over on entire historical epoch the development
of the superatructurc ierives from the developm nt of the base.

In a socicty divided into antagonistic classes, the relations of
production are the exploitative relations of production. These relations
ensure the appropriation by the dominant class of the surplus generated
by the labouring classes. Th: supcerstructure essentially serves to
mzintain these relations of exploitation, The agency which ensures this
i the state,

Historically, the statc avolved 2longside with the inception of
rivate property in the means of production and thus with the division of
society into antagonistic classes. It arose primarily as the instrument
of the dominant class, those excercising control over the means of
production and exchange, for ‘Holding down the propertyless masses in
their servitude and to perform the various public functions that the

(25) Nyerere, op. cite, Pl

(26) The term "materialist" is used here in its phllosophlc sense a.nd
not the usual moralistic sense. et
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11 18 generally secepled thateduc tién in any soelety is the pr “
shorshy the knowlelge, ekills and walues are imporied from ote generatioe
\o the mext, This process sy be both formal and inforeal "l to &
sertaln extent, the milo of the former Yo the latter ip ¥ index ; u
ecmplexity of Vhe soginl orondeatior wnd of the level of technologiond
development attainel by thatsoelety. according to Mwalimu, the purpost

of edugation In any scclety 1l

Moesses t0 transmit from one generation to the next

the acoumilated wisdom and knowledge of the soolely,

and to prepire the young people for their future member-
shiy of the aociety ard their active participation in
its madnténanc: or ievgloment."(ZS)

This statement of purpose of education suffers from one major draw-
back which makes it susceptible to idealist interpretation. It -
rupreaunts a generalization which is true for amy socisty, whether it

is n classless society or one strewn with funlamental class contradic~
tiona. The statement does not relate the role of education in a claas
society with the promotion or otherwise of interests of the various classes
in that society, Because of this lack of explicit qualification for the
case of a society divided into classes, the statement can be construed
to mcan that education is a sort of neutbql process benefiting all
members of that society, In any case, the final test of any theory is
in practice, and as we shall try to show in the later sections, it is in
ractice that the policy of Education for Self-Reliance represents
idealism par excellence,

Before examining the role of education in class societies, let us
briefly state the basic propositions of the materialist (26) conception
of history. According to this, any socio-economic formation consists
of the economic base and the superstructure, The economic base comprisecs
the productive forces and the relations of production., It is the develop-
ment of productive forces which provides the primary motive force of all
development. The superstructure, which not only complements the economic’
base but is also in contradiction with it, has interlocking ‘political,
legal and ideological aspects. The principal aspect of this contradiction,
except in periods of transformation from one social formation to another,
is the economic Lase, i.e. over an entire historical epoch the development
of the superstructurc derives from the developm nt of the base.

In a society divided into antagonistic classes, the relations of
production are the exploitative relations of production. These relations
ensure the appropriation by the dominant class of the surplus generated
by the labouring classes. The superstructure essentially serves to
maintain these relations of exploitation, The agency which ensures this
i the state, o

Historically, the state evolved alongside with the inception of
.rivate property in the means of production and thus with the division of
gociety into antagonistic classes, It arose primarily as the instrument
of the dominant class, those, excercising control over the means of
production and exchange, for holdlng down ‘the -propertyless masses in
their servitude and to perform the various public functions that the

(25) Nyerere, op. citey ps 1

(26) The term "materialist" is used here in its phllosophlc sense and
not the usual moralistic sense, S

®
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sxreasing technological 2nd organizational complexity of the society
sanded, The provortled clisses need political power o perpetgmte
£ increasge their .eonomic wealth,

Hence the basic funotion of the state f{s %o ensure the reproduction
the exploitative relations of production, Thiz it does in two ways,
teh nre inter-related and which reinforce eoch othor, Pirsily, it
g¥ormg this function by violence i.e. by physical foree,” For s it
g institutions like the emmy, the police, the judieinry and the prisona
its disposal, But the state does not funciion only tnrough cosrcien
physical repression, Indzed, it is the very task of the stote
minimize conflict, to hold class antagonisms in check, According to

selsi ]

",evss in order that these zntagonisrs, classes with
conflicting economic interests, might not consume
themselves and society in a fruitless strugsle, it

- becomes necessary to have a power scemingly standing

. above society that wopld alleviate conflict, and keep

. it within bounds of “order"; and this power, arisen out of

. society, but placing itself above it, and alienating
itself more and more from it is the staie.™(27)

as to maintain social stability and harmény, what in legal jargon is -
smed "1aw and order", the state also ncels io function ty using '
rsuasive means i.e, by ideological force, Corresponding to these two
ans i.e. the coercive and persuasive, the siate apparatus is ‘composed
" two different, but at the same time, overlapping in certain respects,
@mponents. Thesg nxe the repressive state apparatus and the ideological
ate apparetus. Vhat are these ideologicel siate apparatuses? These
mprise the various religious institutions, the educational establish- '
nt, the institution of the family;~the system of laws, political -
rties; trade unions, the mass media and the cultural institutions .
me of these, like the legal .system also belong to the repressive state
paratus. According to fthusser, the state apparatuses possesse the .
Alowing characferistics: : € .

[ RS

"1, A1l the state Apparatusés function both by repression
‘and by ideology, with the difference that the .
(Repressive) State Apparatus functions massively and
predominantly by repression, whereas the Ideological
State Apparatuses function massively and predominantly

. by:;ideology. . i | i
2. \iMmereas the (Repressive) State apparatus constitutes
an organized whole whose different parts are centralized
beneath a commanding unity, that of the politics of class
struggle applied by the political representatives of the
ruling classes in possession of state power, the
Tdeological State Apparatuses are multiple, distinct,
1relatively autonomoustand capable of providing an .-
objective ficld to contradictions which express, in forms
which may be limited or extreme, the effects of the
clashes between the capitalist class struggle and the
proletarian class struggle, as well as their subordinate

forms.

3, héreas the unity of the (Repressive) State Apparatus

is secured by ils unified and centralized organization

under the leadership of the representatives of the -

classes in power executing the politics of the class

‘struggle of the classes in power, the unity of the - - -—

L3 X0

7) PF. Engels, The Yrigin of the Family, Private Property =nd the
State, Progress Publishers, Moscow, 1968., p. 166
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i fferent Tleclopteal Btate Apparatusss 18 ms"ur:l.
nm\Hv in eontrdictory forme, by th rulihy {icology;
the {daclopy of the vulin !‘]‘F‘i LI ¥ f\)

Cur ',rlnc{[ 1l task ia te Inveatigeto the le of edueation as an
tasolopioa) State Apparatus, Pefore wo didouss this with respeet o Lhe
fanzanian siWation, 164 us mike aome gencral remarks, Any idevlogical
atale apparatug funttiona Yo secure fhe !nrr"-\u tion of the exiniing
relations of preductiony The edushtion aysten'la no exception 6 this,
On top of this ‘u(‘ tion aleo ensurea the rveproduction of the productive
forcea Ly0. Lt o cm the trananisaion and expansion bf selentific
knowledge and tuchni\_ﬂ skilla from generation Yo generation, Eduoation
is indiapensable for the production of social wealth in #o far as these
akille and knewledge are nccessary for the production of this wealth, and
sence LU eontributes to the pize of the soecinl surplus approprinted by
the mling elasses,

Blueation contritutes to the maintenance of the existing relations
of preduction by itms role in the realm of eonsciousness, It promotes,
refines and gives newer expression to the dominant ideology, 11 impartg
thia to the young minde, teaches them to accept and fit inth the exinting
atate of affairs, diseiplines them, and imbues them with respect for
authority i.e. for the dominant clasees and their repregentatives. For
example, undey colenialiam; misslonary cdueation legitimized the
imperialist intruslon in Africa in religious terus, spread the spirit
of meeknesa, humility and sulmissibn amongst the peopla, oreated agenta
for spreading the colenizers' ideology, ete, . <

However, the educational apparatus is A dynamie eutltyo dhnnsins
together with the chn.nges in the conditions of dbeial exigtence, It
ghiould not be viewed as being static vig-a-y;tls both i'te sdbial function

as well as its internal structure, It partakes in’ thé general societal
contra;lictiona. a8 well as itself being strvewn with interhal contradic-
tions, It is the interplay of these contr: 1di‘otions whic’h detemine ite
cl.-nging nature, '

In a period of gocial alability, when the political supremacy of
th: raling elass is unolnllcn( sad, the educational npparatus functions
overwhelmingly in favour of. the preservation of atatus quos Lt is
pre-occupied with the transmission of knowledge, skills did” dominant
values in the interest of the puling c;lass. But society progresses
Lrough development and regolution of contradictions, The maturation of
general social contradictions accompanies the develdpment of ideological
centradictions in the educational apparatus. From being predominantly
a justifier, rationalizer and promoter of the rule of the rulers, the
educational apparatus becomes one of the bnttle-grounds of contendirg
ideologiea ropresenting the interests of the cohtending classes. This
i not surprising, For, the aduoutloml eatablishment, being a
c\lstodifm of the accumulabed intellectual wealth of the sociéty, offers

> posaibility to: individuals to acquire 4 scientific understanding
of the pocial reality and see through theé ‘prevailing ideological
mystifieationy: The seeds of the styu gie agajnst the existing orvder are
1aid by the propagation of thoae 1evo§utionary ileas, The congervative
role of the' edueational "apparatus is oliallenged and from solely being
a factory for the production of ruling ideology, it is split into
factions, some of whieh become ingtruments for the dissemination of
revolutionary ileologys \" « Phillips put this in a nutshell: "Insur-
rection of thought always precedes insurrection of arms." Thus i
commencea the period of clags-slruggle for state power.

f 5 |

)
§i

(28) 1, Althusser, Lenin anl Jhilosophy and Othed Eagays, Moy —————
London, 19714, PD. 14{-1;.-5-

13 y
£ R : \
\ ST B R W : 5L v £

. . ' . ~ m—



(11)

? Sducational apparatus in T-nzania

« With the theoretic:l premisce more or less ¢ rifiod wy pow

,s:entrate on the concrate ntuﬂ.mn in Tongamda, Ouy togk will bs 2 -
+lyse the role of the school syeien as part of the Z salosioal Jiate

ol paratus, to ilentify its internal and external (1,67 38T rmal wisss-vis

.v;e society as a whole) contradictions., For it i2 ?,; the Ldentification

o1 analysis of contradictions in any social pboncnenon Shat ome ean
ptain an unlerstanding of its naturs and development, Thus % ig epsentiad
p wncover the contradictions operating in the school systen ! truce
pelr soctal-roots to understand its socisl functios aml lirection of
velopnent

Jde have séen the role played by education in class formatlom under
glonial rule; The trend continued after iniependence. But now the
jucational pyramid had expanded vastly, This expansion brought =ith {1t

ndmber of problems, At the base, the problem of primary-school
savers was becoming more acute, At the apex, tie [uture members of the
gpex levels of the petty-bourgeoisie were overtly expressing dissatisfac-
jonwiththe curtailment of their privileges due to the introduction of

pe compulsory National Service, dAceompanying these problems of education
gre the problems of economic growth, The amount of. foreigm. invesimanta
pl loans -hed fallen telow the expeetations; the prices of basic export
roducts had fallen sharply reducing revenue and increasing unemployment,
gonomic growth; even within the linits imposed by the neo-coloniel
ramework, was .retarded,. - .

~- —The -consequence  of-all this was the proclamation of The Arusha ..
eclarntion in 1967 which set out major changes in the economic and
aliticnl policies of the Government, For the education system, the
crresponding document was Education for Self-Reliznce.

Before dealing with the question of education, we shall summarize
he impact of the new policies on the social and economic structures of
Le country. The most significant feature was the extent of direct

atervention of the state in economic affairs,” Widespread hationaliza-
fons took place. The commercial, financial and industrial sectors came
ader the hegemony of the state. .Infrastructure development and provision
[ social services were alréady basically in the h-nds of the state, 1In
sriculture an intensified programme of establishing Ujamaa villages was
mnched. The. ObJeCthu consequence of these changes was the change of
ipitalist metropoles. The mlddle men of the colom.al era, the commercial
mrgeoisie, were displaced by the state, British capital no longer held
dominant position, but rather, the new forms led, throuph various devices
ch as joint ventures, management agreenents, credit arrangements, etc.,

increased 1ink_§ with foreign capital from other sources, The essence

economic policiesremained the saine. The emphasis remained on:
cduction of primary commodities for export, and industrial developmnt
s restricted to export processing and import substitution, Ujamaa
Llages .grouped together isolated peasants and further integrated them
to the monetary cconomy by stréssing production of cash crops, - The
sic import-export orientation of the economy was uneffected by the

st-Arusha changes, Rather than leading to laying of the foundations

a natlonally integrated economy through comprehensive planning and
ss mobilization, these changes furthered the integration of the
s»nomy into the intern~tional capitalist system.(29)

1) For deteils see Shivji, I, G., Tanzania : The Silent Class-Strugdle,
CHECHE Publication, University of Dar es Salaam, 1970; C.Y. Thomas,
The Transition to Socialism, ERB, University of Dar es Salaam,
1972; Shivji, I. G., Capitalism Unlimited, U University of Dar es i
Salaam, (mimeo), 1973, L .
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market

- Prior to the Arusha Declaration education in Tanzania was more or
less under the direct conirol of the state. With the promulgation of i
Education for Self-leliance, a new policy was set Iorth to change the
contents, orientation ani methods of what was being taught in the schools.
We shall tackle the theory and practice of the major iscues dealt with
in this document,

E.S.R. tries to come to grips with the problem of primary school
leavers. Bazause of the much smaller number of secoudary schools as
compared to primary schools, only betucen ten to [ifteen per cent of the
output of the latter mnage to Join secondnry scnools each year, For
the rest, the future is uncertain. The seven years of education has
neither provided them 7ith any training or sills fc: any particular
jobs. In fact, all thec2 yeers they werc bein; educated on the assump-
tion that they would get further education aftir primary school} From
n survey carried out in five rsgions in Yanzeni-, G, Hunter reached
the following conclusions ac to the fate of taese primary school leavers:

’
t

(30) Shivji, The Jliss-8trugeie continues {mineo)
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wgetas ohll pei will #tas Lo tewh wt ey e et
gort: bhoiy alm may certaiply be whh ha s ) Lae
Joby of vitry khte o pegalar forr of traiednes
But aince only o very emsll proportiog will seaoesd,
the rest will probably be py . L Ve eapeel
marual work « on 8 Wildine alts, 6 o si=ad
plantationy, at o patpol pusp, behind % ¢ ib
hotel or gafa, Thimy ab Jeast ot fhred Lo o 23

g esamard, until the hopedsfor § « purtings
ng a meshenor Ln A overrment offjes « s
along. ?

For the Vvoya with vurel homes, the pain
pattédrn ie the same, lal pore AT lesin, Ty
will, if they ean, flrat slay with o yololive b
town and hunt for work, For Uhess 'sho went o a
boarding upper primary school, the Mo wih home bos
alrealy. been weakened, 1f thelr Fleat ey fafls,
cthey may et a bus=fre from a relotive and try
the next town, or a bl plantalion whiéh may toved
casual lnbour, They can aarn o few shillin e 'y
any pospible means whieh coren to hand, After this
trinl perie’, if they are pettih: lesperats (hay
may return to their home village for o while. [If
they earn n little money - workin: for a meighbouring
farmer or in other ways = they nay well sct off en -
their travels again, onee more take easual
employment and a;ain return hme.()l)

o recent studies indicate that the migration pattern between the rural
nd urban areas ie nore and more becoming a ons way exodus from the
ormer to the latter, contributing to inereased congestion and unemploy-
ent in the towns.(32) One wouldn't be much off the mark in nasestdng
hat those who have received some cducation in the rural arens constitute
. relatively greater proportion of the people migrating to the urban
reas, Anl given the limited expansion of jobs in the towns, whal hag
seen cnlled the 'revolution of rising expectatiors' induccd through
sducation rapldly becomes a reality of rising frustrations for the pri=
yary school leavers, The plight of the fifty per .cent or so of the
shildren who never obtain any achooling ie another, =nd perhaps A
rimer, story altogether. by, i )

LY |

BB 'Pt‘bpbée's to solve tho primary school leavers problem by
saking: the education’more practieal and relevant to 1life in the rural
‘rens, 1t recommends the rising of the enlry age into primary schools,
‘i the reorganization of echool structure and curriculun content,
schools must becone self-reliant communitice engaping in agricul tural
ind other practical detivitiess The all pervisive attitules of
sompetition and individualiem must give way to attitudes of co-operation
ind service to the community. In brief: '

"(1)nstend of primary school sctivities being geared to
the competitive examination which will relect tho few—— -~
who o on to seeondary'school, they must be a preparae

v Ahon for the life which the majority of the children

© 0 whll 1end (%) o - REST

(31) @. Hunter, !l
2 ‘Economy of Tanza

‘Q‘:I. il’l Gllffe 51111 Sl}u}" C‘p.. I\ t.' p. 251.

(32) See Freyhold, The Workers and the Nizers, (mimeo)

(53) Nyerer@, OGPy Gitn’ P 17' Tl 3 =
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Let 4t Lo point <yt 4t thism juncture that both the problem i thg
solutions proj-sel, nina some attd tulenal nepects, are not new, Boss
are colomdnl in ori An, The colondal begislative Couneil proceedings

for the year 1928 ztate clearly thath

"(i)n any vision of future development ngrieul ture pust
oceupy the foremost place, aseseeeesee Evarything,
therefore, points to agricul ture ns the basis of sur
educrtional system in the dementary atages."(34)

The 1953 primary achool syllabus is even more speeific,

"In the'teaching and education in school it would be
wrong to consider’the pupils and their individual

progress done, we must consider also their responsibility
in the com_\)mity and the-environment, so that their
les'sons may lead them to actions which will benefit
thelr‘country sesesense It is oblipgatory thatevery
primary school should have a gufficient farm seveses.

The purpose of this farm is educational, that is to

show the practice of good farming and to accustonm them

to follow these practices,"(35)

Two years later, the new syllabus for middle schools reiterated similar
points,

""I‘he middle school course is designed to be complete
in itself so that those who pass through it, whether
they procced further or not, will have received an
education which will assist them to follow in a more
intelligent and capable mammer whatever pursuits they
b take up and, generally, to play a more useful part in the
development of the locality to which they belong."(36)
0f course, one need not be taken in by the fine phrases uéed by the
colonial educationists, For beneath the flowery words lay the real
-purpose, whether explicitly stated or not, of colonial education which
728 to promote the underdevelopment of the Tanzanian economy and to
facilitate the exploitation of its people ‘by foreign capital. Rodney
correctly points out that under colonialism, 5enuirie scientific, tech-
nical and agricultural education to promote the complementary developmmnt
of industry and agriculture was ruled out.(37) Furthermore, the
introduction of farming and other mamual wexk was meant for African
« schools only, The children of the metropolitan bowrgeoisie " “he
commgrcial bourgeoisie received an education which was modelle” on that
‘btainable in Britain, Thus the colonial policy was based on the assump—
tion that manual tasks in society are neserved for Africans. It served
i %o perpetuate the colonial class structure in which the Africins wers
at the bottom, and it helped to maintain the exg;oitativg ‘I‘felations of

production, y

(34)" Quoted in Cameron and Dodd, op. cits, p+69.

(35) Muhtasari ya il~fundisho kwa Shule za Primary za ieafrika,
Dar es Salnam, Government Printer, 1953. 'Quoted in Cameron
aid Dodd; ops ety P3P el

——

Muhtasaril a liafundisho katika Middle Schools, Dar es s_alaqm! \
Verrment Printer, 1955, Quoted in Cameron ahd Dodd, op. cits,
p- 109 ' i 4y

(36)

(37) Hodney, op Citsy P+ 276,
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* What is striking, aowever, is the sBimilarity between the colonial
r~llcy statements quoted above and the reforms propose! in E.5.R. This
gimilarity is neither acecidental nor can it be atdributed to plagiariza-
tion, It simply points to the continuity, legpitc all the changes, of
zn economic reality, the reality of unlcplew&pr nt. The colcnizl
policy was designed tc create and maintain this state of affairs, And
E£+SiRy assumes an indefinite porpetuation of these structures of
anderdevelopment,

"eessess Tanzaria will contimue to nave 2 predomimantly
rural eccnomy “or a long time o come."(38)

fmplying that Tanzania will coniinuc to be an exporter of primary products
and importer of manuiactur:d goods for a long time to came. Or in sther
gords, it will remain in 1ts present satellite, d.pendent position
githin the world capit-li-t systen. In as much as the colonial policies
sere deliberately ..rimel to create and maintai- these exploitative
Production rel~iicrs L.S.R, represents an admission of the inability
of the bureaucratiic bcurgeoisie to transform these relations.(39)

thus E.3,R: proposes to fit education to the existing reality, rather
than to revolutionize this reality and have a correspondingly revolutio-
pary educational process, In its acceptance of the fundamental status quo
jies the conservative bias of E.S,R. In iis reliance on the changing

of attitudes as a princinal weapen to transform social inequality, or

in other words, to make a revolution by education, lies its idealisnm,
£.S.R. is caught up in the insoluble contradiction of wishing to eliminate
the class structure of the Tanzenian society without any prospects for
eradicating the structures of underdevelopment, It fails to perceive T
the fundamental interrelationship between these two structures., E.S.R.
recognizes the role of eCucation in class formation, but it hopes that
this process can be reversed, It proposes to use educ:tion as the

gajor means to destroy the existing class structure, in fact to recreate
sceial forms similar to the egalitarian societies of the pre-colonial
days. It is true, as the cultural revolution in Chin shows that
education, as part c{ geuerdl ideol.jical struggle, is an essential
weapon in transi tion towards socialism. But one must not forget that
the cultural revolution came lcng after *he’po itical revolution of

1949 which itself was the culmination of more than two decades of intense
and violent class-struggles, One must not mix up the role of education
in a pre-revolutionary society with its role in a post-revolutionary
situation, Thus ESKk ignores the historical truth that dominant classes
in any society never give up their vested interests by persuasion but
only by intense class-struggle and seizure of state power by the
exploited classes. T1 igmores the pcwerful social and economic forces
propelling thc f v ~%ion of classes in the Tanzanian socieiy. Caught up
in a2 maze of theorctical contradictions characteristic of utopian
radicalism, it is not surprising to find the practice of E.S.R. in
Tanzanian schools 2ittered #ith correspondmg contradictions. To these,
we shall come back latter,

To return to the colonial situation, it is not surprising to note
that the attempts to in.roduce a "practical and relevant" curriculum
in African schools met with vigorous resistance from the people. The
objective of the colonialists to keep the Africans at the bottom was
clear. to 2ll, Al the same time, academic education was identified as
2 passport to white collar employment with higher incomes. Thus there

(38) Nyefere, ops citey DeTe

(39) Not only are the import/export relationships exploitative but the

‘ intensity of ekploitation increases day by day. Thus "over 1967-T2
while the moncy prices of Tanzania's exportis remained about
congtant those of the imports rose about one tiird ...... The
real loss from tnes: shifts 1s now running at about g 80-90 m
annually," Africar Development, Dece 1972 po T 11.
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wvere widespred protoatfag inst "inferior" eduoation which led to mormal
sork and lower stamdards of elucstion, These jratesis reflected the
interests of the rising pettybourpeoieie, As Camoron and Dodd put it,
albeit inapolopotic termas

"t ° ‘hogghools besan producing mors than

coull Ve @ployed in the modern sector and the modern
gectsr in teen required entrants with more than just

a primary education, the educationdsts maturally
redoutled their efforts to make agriculture an integral
part of the syllabus in order to cater for the increas-
ing number of pupils who after some education would

now have to return to the land, Just as detemminedly,
the Africans resisted these efforts and demanded

more post-primary education (....,.s Bvery femily,
every kinship group in the areas where Jestern education
had taken root, spired to get 3t least ome of its
members away from home into paid employment from which
they would all benefit."(40)

3

: 4 Thus it was popular pressure,
together with the role of education in class-formation and the pattern
of demand for manpower which frustrated the aims of the colonialists.
Today, we find a simil~r phenomenon recurring, albeit at a higher level,
which hinlers the implementation of E.S.R.

The history of the crisis of school-lcavers is interesting to, trace.
This is related to the rate of expansion of educational system
and the actual prospects for the absorption of its output in the
seohomy, ' The logic of an underdeveloped economy is such that the former
lways runs aheal of thte 1atter, In the early colonial days, 4 or 6
years of primary elucation were sufficient for some clerical job. By
the 1950's,

"(t)he days when education upto Standard VI was the
gateway to paid employment had ended, Indeed, in 2
very short time, the gateway cpen to those with 8 years!
education was also to close,"(41)

In the 1960's, the situaticn of those receiving full primery educztion
pregressively worsencd, In 1964, 23 per cent of thcse completing

primary schocl found places in secondary schocls, By 1968, the output

of schools had increased by nearly two and a half-times. Of this, only
13 per cent were absorbed into secondary schools. - For the rest, it had
beceme corraspondingly difficult - find paid employment. In the past
three years or sc, the seme problem is affecting those who have four
years of sec ndary education. Increasingly larger numbers of Form IV
L avers can neither get places in Form V, nor can they get opportunities
for professional training, ncr can they find direct enployment, It is
not unrealistic to state thatsoon we shall be cenfronted with Form VI
leavers' problem and then even with graduate unemployment, Already,

at the University of Dar es Salaam, the allocation of increasing numbers
:f science graduntes not receiving teacher training is causing headaches
to manpower planners!™ The spectre of unémployment is haunting the educa-
tion system at all levels; a situation common throughout the satellite
economies of Asia, Africa and Latin America anl a basic cause underlying
gtudent unrest in the educational institutions of these countiries. Thus
we have identificd onz major contradiction which is an aspect of the
eontradiction botween *he education apparatus and the ecomomic base. ...
This is manifestod in tre rapidity with which the former expends and

the inability of the 1ntter to completely utilize its output, The
gubjective agpects of this contradiction are the high aspirations of

the educated and the fruciz-ticns cf unemployment, These frustrations
find 2 matural outlet in the inereasing crime rate which characterizes

the urban areas,

(40) Comeron and Dodd, cpe cits, .70
(41) Ivid., p. 103,
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Related 16 the pr llem of unemployment is the problem -f arder-
_clcyment or misemployrent, It has been rentioned provicusly that ome
" the functions of educeiion is to ensure thé reproducticn of the
cductive forceg to cusure Lhe repre ‘.'Acu n cf labour ;c.rcr. In the
~articular situation of an anderdeveloped seonvmy, this stitément hes to
elabsorated further, For in ”‘"‘Dl.r"\: um the lop-s j d natare of
pe-nomic expansicn, the demand for labour is 1.«:«:4‘,/ composed of two
~—-;cn nts. On the cne hand, workers are required for lowly paid jobs
squiring little skill or educnticn in frrus, mines, in the transport
4 construction sector, and the few industries, Formal sliscation
~ntributes little to train productive workers frr these sectors.
gn~tever skill that is required is ccquired within the production
~rocess itself, On the other hand, there is the dgnnnd for white collar
g-rkers to man the cmparatively larpe anl unproductive adminisirative
spparntus, The educaticnal establishment ig cared to meet this latter
3ezmanvl, to churn cut clerks and manazers, fit only to work with pen and
aper. As such, the function of formal education is to ensure ths
—eproduction of unproductive labour power and to ensure the throttling
=f productive forcas,

- )

This unproductive, white collar bjas of education is recognised by

.S.R. It is also reflected in all the manpower planning excercises that
»ave been carried out in.Tanzanin since Independence until present,
These  egercises have, without exception, assumed a contimuation of
r)ustixk patterns of employment, thus catering for only quantitative
expansion of jobs similar to existing ones, The so-called high level \
~npower planning has not meant planning for jobs associcted with rising
r-duction within the fremework of 2 natiomally integrated econcny.
~ther it has meant simple replacement of expatriate personnel and
infl~tion of jobs similar to existing ones. Bienefeld put this in a
nutshell: ;

¥

"On balance manpower plenning in Tanzania has been ”

conscientiocusly and effectively implemented, btut its
orientation has tended to be technocratic and de facto
conservative by making the future conform to the present.(42)

The contradiction of unemployment mentioned above is temporarily

and partially resolved by transforming it into,one of misemployment and
underemployment, This is associated with the expanding "services"
sector 2nd with spawling burcaucracy. In Tanzania, such a trend
gathered momentum after the srusha Declaration, State take over of
economic activities has made it the largest empleyer. The public sector
now accounts for nore than 657 of the total wage employment, In this
expansion the zowth of ~dninistration and infrastructurehas outpaced.
production, Devilupment of communication links and cconstruction of
luxmary offices for miristrics and parastatals has absorbed a large slice
i the investment funis, Even the expansion of production has  been
~-inly in the export-impert framework. aAs a result, there has been an
increased demand for office workers; for typists, telephone operators,
messengers, clerks, accountants, managers i.e. for type of manpower
which the education system 2s constituted at present is most suited to
supply. The growth of burcaucracy has occured unevenly. In some
Places, there is a shortage of personnel whilst a number of places are
overstaffed., Neither has the allocation of personnel been necessarily
in accordance with type of training received, A graduate with 2 degree
in BEptany is more likely to find himself behind a desk shufflmr files
from/-corner to the néext rother than in an vrlculture research station,
The problem of mlsenployment has been comp-unded by the problem of perpe-
tual transfers which has hindered Lmrovement of performance through
accumulation of experience,- The objective consequence has been the
paradox of increasing work force and facilities with déclining efficiency,

LY '

B

(42) M. A. Bienfeld, Planning People, in Towards Socialist Planning,
T.P.H,, Dar es Salaam, 1972, p. 173 ’ PR
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It is this o ntinued akewed pattern of lemr! for white collar

workers, togethoo sith the hich lncome anl status acecorded to them,

especially to t1 &c the upper level, that .;rev-;nts the implementation
of the recormmen ti-ng of u.8.R. remrding the introduction of practical
education in scho ls., Ior the educ~tion systen serves the socisl system

and not vice-versa, Rodpey has pointed out thats

"(1)n many colonial schools, agriculture hecame an

apology for a subject, It was part of the drudgery’

of the institution. The teachers reccived no agricultural
education, ani, therefore, they could not teach anythin;
scientific. Chilcren sequired nothing but distaste for the
heavy labour of shamba work, and in fact, it was unsed 28 a
form of punis}vmnt."izﬁ)

Wiord for word, this is the stoxyof se}f-reliance projects in mam,"'
Tanzanian schools todayl g

Incessant expansion of bureaucracy is 2 necessary precondition for
educntion to continue to be a major instrument of class formation in the
neocolonial situation, But given the narrowness of the economic base
such an expansion oamnot continue indefinitely. The bureaucracy may
be decentralized as has happened in Tanzania recently, But such
stop-gap measures camnot resolve the major contradiction, In Tanzania,
the ceiling hasn't been reached yet, Education continues to be 2 prime
agent of ¢lass formation, For example, in 1971 the wage-groupZof people
receiving more than Shs, 1,000/ - a month experienced the highest growth
rate (13%) to rise to a totel of 13,012, And the main criteria for
getting such a job is hisher education, But what has happened is ‘that
the previously upper sections of the petty-bourgeoisie who are in the.
top positions of thc state institutions have cut themselves off from
$heir base and ¢rndunlly been evolving into a ruling bureaucratic' -
bourgeoisie. The cleavage between the lower and middle sections of the
petty-bourgeoisie on the one hand ~nd the bureaucratic bourgeoisie on
the other has been widening recently, In this sense, we are witnessing
a plow; ‘but sure, saturation of the room atthe top. This diminishirg
upward social métility is a basic cause of the sharpening contradiction
between these two groups, ' g

In the educational sphere tHis contradiction is manifésting itself
by the ileological conflict between the vulgar .realists and ‘apologetic
idealists noted at thé begiming of this essay. The former -complain
about declining standards of education as a result of E.S.R., the
latter emphasize the nqtions of "relevance and practicality" in education
- very guch reminiscent of the compleints against inferior education in
the- coloniel era. 3 ' il St

, E.S.R. recommends deemphasis on competitive eéxaminations.  Tanzania
inherited the British system of heavy reliance on few hours of wrigiten
examinations at the ‘end a given stage of educdtion for selection of
successful students to enter the nextstage. The inadequacy of ‘such a
procedure which encourages rote learning and muzzled creativity is. .
obvious. But the crux of the matter is that it remains by far the -
best chopping'stick to eliminate the many and select a few to climb up
the educationzl 1adder. ‘From'the colonial days examinations have served
‘as an efficient sieving dévice. IWhen elucation is not, and in the
présént situntica eaniol.be, integrated with industry and.dgricul ture,
when it is isolotc) from pzactice, when pure bookléarning is aufficj.ent
%0 get the coveted certificate which -is regarded as a’ passport Qe
Sligher incomes, when the availability of such jobs is much}ess, than T.he;
nunber of dspirants, then it is but to te expected Pha? strict .comy.)etltlv
‘exemination procedures will dominate the scene,. This is the case in

Tanzanin today, ° y

i

(43) Rodney, op. cibey De 2717. See also A. A. Lema, 0P cite
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Inatead of the fomur Cambridre Exasinaticns, now there are National
pxaninations held annually, 8cheol curricula, whether in seience or
i ts subjects, remains primarily bookish snd examination orientel, In a
panber of subjects, eéven the title "Natioml" is imappropriate, For the
Wwllabi are an exact copy, excopt for the title, of the Crabridge syllabl,
Aack of clear policy quidelines on curriculun content has resul ted in
mcertainty in schools and unneccasarily conplicated system of examinn-
j2on papers, For example, subjects such 2o physlcs, chemistry and
pxthematics have been torn by the falee dichotomy between trajiticnal
;1 nodern curriculum content anl methods. Since their inception, the
fational Exaninations have been heset LWy two major problem., One is the
ywoblen of nlministering these examinmaticns and the secon! is the problem
f pro;ressaively declining performance in these examinations.

The administration of the examinations is beset by problems right
from the stage of setting the questions, through the stage at which the
rpandidates actually sit for these examinations upto the stage of marking
ml annopncement of the results, Only burcaucratic neglect can be blamed
for things such as the delayed arrival of question papers at various
rentres, and the mix-ups of the papers, plight of private candidates, -
ite. The stage of mrking faces the biggest bottlenecks. In some subjects
j@ss than half the numler of markers, who mostly,comprise: teachers from
i2condary schools turn up for the exercise, The teachers claim that
ince they are not given extra pay, they have np incentive for turning
@ = 2 claim commonly heard these days. from the lower and middle scctions
& the petty-bourpeoisie., Compounding this problem of absentee markers
s the lack of planning anl co-ordination by the Ministry of Nationnl
gucation unnecessarily complicating the whele:exercise. In:sum, inspite
f Mwalimu's critique of the examination system in E.S.R., we arz stuck.
idth a rigid system of examinations which qualify the candidates mainly
for white collar work. What is more, it is not, by any stanldards, an
ifficiont system!

The other major problem of declining performance in the Natigngl
pamination is more connectcd with the actual standards of instruction
n the class-room.. In some-subjects, the results are appalling. For
xomple, last year more than 707 of the candidates who sat for the
mbject mathematics at O'Level got less than 30 marks out of 100, The
gtionnl mean for this subject wis around 20 narks with about 1,200
2nlidates getting less than 4 marks! Lack of sufficient facilities,
nortage of qualified teachers and textbooks, frequent disruptions in.
chools andfrequent transfers of teachers from one school to another
zn 2ll be Llameld for the poor performance, But all these could be ovex-
ome ¢iven a committed cadre of teachers and ministry officials, That
uch cadres are only rorely enccurered, in:gpite of the National Service
nd frequent political clucation campaigns, is another manifestation of
ke growing contradiction between the petty-bourgeoisie and the
zreaucratic Lourgeoisie, i

The role of beachers is most crucial in'any education process.
een the educaters o not or cannot educate properly, then the entire
rocess is bound to be seriously affected., From personal conversation
»d other sourcds, my assessment loads m to believe that thc moralé of -
12 entire teaching profession is at a very low ebb at present.(44)
1is is a reflection of Loth their concrete conlitions as well as of
s2ir class intercsts, The téachers claim thomselves to be amongst the
8t overworked people; all their time Leing taken up by numerous
ttracurricular duties in and out of school, administr-tive and- preparatory
irk as well as the normal olass room teachjng. . ; a

1) BSee, for example the following Daily News Letters: 19th qu.mary, 1973
G. K. Mbiru; 5th april, 1973, I. M. J, Shikoyoni; 16th ipril, 1973
AFFECTED; 18th April, {975, M, J, Mtuip 2nd May, }975, M., S 0. lﬁaita
Daily News Feature, Frustrating cur tenchers, :fspmling our cdu:ih on
Ly A Correspenient, 19th April, 1975. Sunday 1Iews‘ L;tt;;s;w;)}l
Pebrunry, 1973, Ay T Kikubatyos 13th Hay, 1973y Fu Ju ana.
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At the same time, they vitterly complain about their salary scalea,

It is true that the primary school teachers do not carn much more than
. the official minimum wase in the country whilst the graduate secondary
schosl teacher compares himself with fellow sraduate in a parastatal
organization whe is bett:r off in terma of salary, fringe benefits,
oppertunities for promotion etes They complain about neglect and in-
efficiency on the part of the Ministry of Nationil Bducation, about
nepotism and frequeney of transfers, about unco-cperative pupils and
perents ete, In trief, they have 2 feeling that no onme is grateful to

them in aspite of their hard work.

However, true or false these may be, it is clear that only a few
teachers consider their job as a "moble" calling. In the first place,
quite a few become teachers only as a last resort, and the moment they
qualify as teachersithey are locking for better employmeni opportunities
cutside the teaching profession. In such an enviromment it is not
surprising to find widespread unprofessional conduct in schools, It is
common to find teachers frequaently skipping classes, not concerned about
completing the sylYabus, not bothered about correcting homework ete. .

Let alone any nationalistic or socialistic commitment, even the commitment
of 2 conscientious teacher towards his pupils 'is becominy a rarer phencmens

In such a situation, where the cash nexus predominates, it is futile
to resort to exhortations to the teachers to become more devgted and
serve the nation, Moral incentives cannot operate in a bourgeois ok
enviroerment in which individualism and lust for money reign.supreme. To
those aspiring -to -get to the top, these exhortations appear to be deceptive
moekery especially when they emanate from the lips of those who exhibit
little signs of believing their own words. At best, the teachers -rema2in
singularly apathetic towards the ideals expressed in E,S.R.

This is related to the general problem of politicel education in
the eountry. In schools, the pousition of political education is preca-
rious. In the first place, it has not been seriously realized that the .
political educators themselves need to be re-educated. Rather than g
political education being given to committed cadres well versed in scien-
tific socialist theory, it is assumed that any Tanzanian teacher is
qualified to teach it. This is to hWe expected given the absence of
socialist cadres and the class interests which .the education imparted
serves. Correspondingly, the quality of political education suffers,
encouraging the very opposite of what is advocated in E.S. R.:

" esese @n enquiring mind; an ability to learn from
what others do, ard reject or adapt it to his own.
needs....(45) * .

The contents are dominated sloganeering and sycophancy, the emphasis
being on forms, appearances, declarations rather than gcientific under-
‘standing of social reality, Theoretical studies are restricted te
regurgitation of a few books and pamphlets at all levels.(46) 1Im
E.S.R. Mwalimu remarks that there is no political "holy book" for
Tanzanians, But it is a fact that precisely his own works are being
used to that effect, Thus the atmosphere in which political education
is imparted Lecomes an artificlal one in which pretense rather than
genuine commitment prevails and where critical thought is unceremoniously

-

(45) Nyerere, op. cit., P.9. o
(46) For example,. the book "Origins and Developmenf.' of World Socialism™
Jbased on a geries of Lroadcasts on Radio Tanzania by M._Holness
is not being used in séhodls‘in spite of the fact that it was
~ distrituted to many secondary schools. :

.
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(45) Nyerere, op. cit.y p.9, L
(46) TFor example,. the book "Origins and Development of World Sceialism'™
based on a peries of Liroadcasts on Radio Tanzania by M. Holness

is not being used in schodls’in spite of the fact that it yas
distrituted to many secondary schools. -
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This combination of progressive ideas and material frustrations produce
the inevitable explosions. resounding throughout Tanzanin schools, Ome
day it ‘is Pugu Secondary School(47), next day it is Mkwawa, then

Rungwe and then Mzumbe and so on, Students are protesiing, stulents =re
on strike, students are expelledj that is the typical story, HRather
thgn try to come to terms with the students by discussions or persuzsicm,
the authorities react with force. Harsher punishments are metted cut,
According to one student at Njombe Secondary School, in October last
year, after some conflict with the teachers,

"sveess. pupils were ordered to have a shower while in

school uniform then commanded to roll on gravel or clay

soil, then forced to enter the class wihout changing

clothes. The barbarity they also launched was to beat

pupils with clubs on any parts of their bolies.(dﬂ)

7 bt ¥ ,
In other cases when the school authorities either cannot or feel unzble.
to control the situation, the forces of the state, in the fom of the
Field Force Unit are called in; as happened at Mzumbe Secondary School in
June this year when 187 students were expelled for "refusing to obey
the school rules"., A classic case of the repressive state apparatus
coming to the assistance of a2 crumbling education apparatus,

Thus we have identified another major contradiction of the educzticn
apparatus in Tanzania, This is the contradiction between progressive
ideas and the authoritarian structures. The major contribution of =~ —
~+S.R. is neither any profundity of analysis nor any spectacular
successes in implementation but the fact that it has pioneered the
injection of progressive ideas into the education system, It is these
ideas which are inspiring the youth to assexrt themselves, What Chaimman
Mao calls the contradiction between the old and the new is the most |
dynamic feature of the education apparatus in Tenzania teday, It is the
correct handling and resolution of this contradiction which will assist
in carrying the struggle for socialism in Tanzania to a higher level,

(47) For an informative account of the cris'}s at Pugu School, see
Crisis. at Pusmu Secondary’ School by*A Sixth Former, MAJIMAJI Ko.4

(48) Deily News lotter, Mvanafunzi Mfichaki, 5th February, 1973

"



(29)

Ty SUWUPION Ty UND'm0L ELOPYBHT
WUST BE_SOUGHT JU.SiLE THE

e 3
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The pr-er on education .n Tanzania aap exposed,
andlysed 2.3 pat into proper nistorienl perepective the
rootl ceuses of the main probleme besetting our educetion
system anag taeir reletion to ine overall neo-colonial
sacio-economic. system. Suca expositions ere alwaye
necessary lest we should fell into the common ervor
of undue self-congratulation due to our exagzerstion
of our efforte ¢nd the extent of our success.

What Hirji has obseTved sbout Tanzenie ia of
course observable elsewhere in Africe and the rest of
tae so-called "Third viorld", We notice in all these
neo-colonies the fact that at independence, the state
and economic syructures as well 2s the education
systems evected by the respective colonial powers 1o
serve their imperialist ends, were innerited virtuslly
intact. Thersafter, these structures have been
broadened and intersified, ~ \

The petty bourgeoisie which led the anti-colonial
etrugzles in the tespective countries bota because of
taeir 1deological confusion about colonialism and
imperialism apu their very class position, were from
the beginning unable to see the inter-connection
between the fact development of the imperielist
countries and tne underdevelopment of the colonies.
For the same reasong, they were also unable to see the
role of the inherifed structures in the process of
underdeveoopment, As a result, all the policies and
attempts 21 economic development: of the so-called
newly independent countries iaye been conceived and
carried out within the seme framework that perpetuates
underdevelopment and neo-colonialism.

P VY N

At the level of political theory, almost all the
petty bourgeois regimes and intellectuals heve inyeriably
tended to seck originel and irdigenous ideologies in
their pre-colonicl societies, In this way, the petty
bourgzeoisies. in the various countries heve been trying
without much success, to assert their independence
from the grand bourgeoigsies of Western countries.
Hence we nave been presented with =uch backward-looking
theories 28 "African socislism", "Berntu socialism",
"Avrab socialism" (includin, Gaddafi's "Taird Inter-
national Theory" based on the Quoran and alleged to be
more vevolutionery than scientific sucielism!?,
vpragmatic socialism", and so forth.

None of these "socialisms" shows any understanding
of the whole question of development and underdevelopment
snd their dialectical relationship. On the contrary,
they visuelize economic development as & function of
incrensed production of primary rroducts for export
mainly to the capiteliet couniries of the West,
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agpenmbly plante and locne from toe destern controlled
world Bank, individual Western gtatea ind rultinatiops;
corporetiona, HNone of them guenrtiors tac relevence
of the inacrited pnolitical 2rd culturel irstitutions
in the so-cAlled struzzle fzePinst imperialism, All
thin shows thet fhese "mocinlisms" ave devices for
deceiving the messes into believing that the ruling
cliquer (the buresucratic bour:enisie) are seriously
comnitted to the development #pd true independence

of the countriee in question; that they aold stote
power for tae sole bepefit of the toiling macwes.

In other wovrde, the petty bourgeoisie feced
witn the formidable problems of underdevelopment #nd
the resultant demsnds of the maseses for programmes
and projects of socio-economic development which
cennot be met within the existing system of prodmction
and distribution, 72€ been forced to justify tte-
continuing to be in power by expoundinz these peeudo-
theories. Since in the present epoch the only system
tart cen and does appeal to the toilinz masses ig
"eocielism", the petty bourzeoisie has couched ite,
petty bourzeois socio-economic policies ip populist
socialist Thetoric. ’

Tne true politicel and economic libeTation of
the toilin7z mAsses can only come 8bout tarough the
destr¥ction of the decadent colonial or peo-colonial
atatet and the vestructuring of the lop-=ided
economy. In their plece, there would have to be
erected 2 people's democracy in which the workere
and peasants would heve effective political control.
The economy would be comprehensively planned and-
transformed into »a locally based, industrially-
integrated, self-relisant and self-zenerating economy
geared to the propressive satisfection of the needs
of the messes ag opposed to tae needs of internationa
capital based in ‘eetern Lurope and North America.
And in particular, tae educetion system would have to
be changed 2ccordingly.

All theese and other related revolutionary
ahapges, would require a protracted struggle egeinst
imperialism. And precisely because tae petty
bourgeoisie as a class has vested political and
petty economic interests in the status quo which
they wieh to preserve And consulidete, this strugsle
would be necessarily ageinst them. THis would not
be so only if, as Cebral rigbtly observed, they
"eommit suicide" ae a pettiy bourgeoisie, Tae petty
bourgeoigie conaciously or ingtinctively is aware
of thia, That iz why the leading stratum, the
buresucretic bourgeoisie and ite intellecturl wing
(Univereity professors and the like) find it
absolutely necessaty to refute the proletarian
ideology whico exposes the cless neture of, and
contradictions in, the exieting system and advocates
clese strugzle snd scientific aocialiem. 2 Let us
briefly examine some of these attempted refutations.

1., Including tae civil service, the avmy
police force and pricons; the judiciary,
erd the coloniel and neo-colonial lews,

o, ind tant ie procisely why they ere into-
lorent to their true leftist crities whom
t/’Jp,V ‘.Lr‘(]n(\r('illy kO(‘p b(’hlnd th(’ prison
gﬁtvs: That ie wiy the progreesive petty

L T
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The very policies ol ind*g:: us "socia
re ferred t> earlier, are no* on'y feeble an
self-negnting cheilenges against n: imperisiist

{ am®
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ideolory ~% world Asminaticn arn” exploitation backed
Py & Sor0agd [ 00aL eenaculc sase, but also even feebler
challenges 1o stieptifi: soc.8lits They are feeble

and self-pegrti- challengss ageinst the imperialist
system, precisely vecause ihey =cvecate 2 backward
movenent of the present socleiies to their pre-cole-
nial cepitalist stages. Thie Is donz n total
ignoranée of the fact that those societies and their
idedlogies have been suffering defeat mfter defeat

at the hands of the Western Capitglist =zocietiesn

a nd ideoclogies especially from the slave trade ers
t0 the present day. And this is becszuse the, capita-
1ist mode >f production and its atierdant ideology
are superior to any pre-caepitaliet socisl formation -
the former represent superiocr technology. Therefore,
seeking political independence and sconomic develop-
ment in indegenous "Socialisms", is Iik: seeking
shelter in = bdurnt hut. ‘

The ideolcgical fight gzinst scientific
socialism and its advocates; however, in s:ite of
its thecretical importence, has nevertheless been
more intense and ruthless tian the so-called struggle
agairst impé-ialism. Under the umorella of "indege-
nous soclalism" bourgeois idenlogv continues to
thrive and spread under the nco- olonial education
syste ms, lhe naiionalised press and radio/television.
Religion ' ars given access tc the state contrelled
press =2a¢ vedic/television as well as schools to
“spreaed@ myths and idees of individualism which
reinforee thic process of underdevelopaent and
capitalism (of « neo-co_viia: type). "Indigenous
socialism" declares that there are no classes and
therefore, no.class struggle, that =11 the citizens
{in some cases excluding these of foreign ovrigin)
are brothers and sisters destined to live together
under "God's" provection in peace and harmony. The
princip8l contradiction between imperialism and the
people is deliberately mystified. All the fire is
turned on sgientific socialism and its advocates.

i Although larxism is a secular or materialist
world outlook that explains the historierl and
dynamic development of Mankind as d:nendent on the
productive powers of Hankind itscl?” nder different
but historically and dialecticcily linked modes of
production, it s branded as 'a theology' aad
'metaphysics' Marxism, as 2 methodology of thought,
researcn and enalysis has given the most authentic
and dynamic expisnation and expoeition of capitalism
from its enbrydnic stages to ite ..ghest stage. It
has not only exposed that the iorces that will destroy
capitalism were and contlnue to ¢ born and lodged
in capitalism itcelf, but also, it irrefutably
demonstrat~e that proletarian or sclentific socialism
is its only 1e-gitle and true negation. It advocates

2, (Cont.)
bourg:ois lerders (advocate- of indlgenous
80ciu. lum) rugerd siue lefi:st crities as
more dinge rous than rightists! Although

they tucmselves, by retaining and serving

in the culon’'a) s -ate and coonomic structures,
oblactively sepve 5nparAr;}sm. itsy gen: to
acouaice thei leftigt oxitics of ridag

Are Wy al T it the G018 18 1:A€
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that avery Uitunti(ﬁn Bh‘?\lld be st".l‘!iﬁd C'ﬁncr“t‘?]:"
within » dynamic and historical frame of reference
@n that the forces Hr Bubstance upderlying obasr-
vatle phenormens may be graeped. Only then should
conerete nnd relevant remedial steps be taken
aoccordingly. It demonstrates tne@retically and
coneretely that true socialiem 18 only f2asible
apd reassured where the workers in alliance with
peasants and other oppreseed sociel stratse, puideg
by & proletarian ideclogy, capture ptate power,
which they should use to destroy the old politico-
egonomic machine and construct their own in its
place.

Such is the world outlook and methodolog

?hich the petty bourgeois socialists brang asgg-
‘dogmatic' (i,e, undynamic)and 'foréign' -ideclogy|
Such is the ideology and systenm which -1s " mystically
presented as irrelevant and ipapplicable to, -the
;gggétigne of underdeve loped codntriés*whicgfare
tae tw1th problems of production in contr2distinc-

I to advanced capitalist countries where the main
problem is the bad system of distribution!

But if what is alleged was true, how could
explain the concrete hist%rical experiencé of i
soc;aligt construction 19 formerly colonial and
:gml;colon}al countries?? It is important to &sk
exe1 gllow1ng rhetorical questions. How can one
Peg i n'the fact that although both India and the
i dP €s' Republic of China became politically

ndependent almost at the same time (1947 and 1949,
respeciively) and had the same socio-economic
§r°blem of underdevelopment and overpopul&tion,

heir present positions are miles apart? Today,
India's position is probably worse than it wes in
1949." While China is'a fast developing socialist
natlon! capable of éxploding nuclear bombs, sending
sattelites singing "The East is Red " around the
globe, and constructing the epoch-making Great
.Uhuru Railway. How can we explain-the fadt that
NQrth.mgrea, a relatively tiny country with a small
population of about 13 million peoplej which 'was a
.poor, backward, underdeveloped country up to 1950,
1s today, in terms' of heavy industry, almost compara-
~ ble to VWest Germany? While the southern part, ‘under

3. The stereotyped retort to such .a question is
that Merxism is proved wrong anyway since
Marx predicted that socialism would be built
in nature capitalist countries. Anyone.who
has read Marx and Engles' views on the
possibility of building-socialism .in under-
.developed Russia, should see the weakness
of this argument. In any case, Marx-empha-
sized that his theory was not dogma but -a
guide.to action. Moreover, that view shows
that those who put it forward display their
snzllow knowledge of Marxzism which has been
further ellaborated by later Marxists who by
using the Marxian methodology of historical
and dielectical materialism and fthe class

Fia struggle have answered that question fully.
-Insubstance, the explanation is that capita-
lism at its monopoly stage has been able,
through the exploitation and underdevelopment
of the "Third VWorld", to temporarily bribe

(Cont.)



-:L'T*"-I‘icantmormopoly capital can only boast of lmport
substitution.and of wice 48 it8 main axport, iWhat
of the Loviet Union weich in the ecures of fifty
Y€3re had sprang from a backward end mean positisn
into the position of the second moot powerful and
economically advanced nation in the world? How can
WE eXplain the success of the revolutisnary and
?iggtc .itruggles in backward Indochina spainst

g Lty ilmperialis ologically and physically 1le
By thé.U.g.A. m ideologieally and physically led

Our failure to learn lessions profoundly
from these and other glorious successes of Selenti-
fic Soeialism cannot be attributed to our honest
belief that it is irrelevant to our Goncrete situation.
The reason is to be found in our petty bourgeois
POSitions and interésts which are epitomised in =nd
- well guarded by the status quo.

Only certain aspects of Marxism have been
accepted not only by the modern utopian socialists
in the Third World, but alsc by enlightened
bouygeois scholars ‘= particularly economists, gocio-
logists and enthropoleriets in the ipperislist -
countries. The llarxist political economy of
capitelism and dialectical =nd-historical materialism
have struck deep impressians on those bourgeois and
petty bourgéois intellectials who ‘have cared to study
them carefully, -This is because these theories are
derived from concrete historical experience. The
aspects which are unacceptable because their.
-implications are 'feared, are, mainly: materialism
and the logi¢al conclusion of; the historical class
struggle. : i e S

In the same way, only certain practices and
policies of socialist countries like central
planning, self'-reliance, ‘state frugality, people's
mili'tia, etc,, have"been appreciated and powportedly
emulated only without much succegs. -

- In both cases what:is not appreciated is .
firstly that Maerxism is a :comprehensive indivisible
body ‘of thought with a philosophical base in histo-
rical and dialectical materialism on which stand the
pillars of political economy,and scientific socialism.
Secondly, they fail to appreciate and refuse to
accept the pains it take a people guided by the
proletarian ideology to fignt and defeat imperialism,
progressively attain self-reliance in almost every
major field of life, and make monumental contribu-
tions to the general cause of human liberation from
the yoke of world imperidlism and neo-colonialism.

. 3., CCont.)
the European working class and mute the
otherwise antagonistic class contradic-
tions in the West. But precisely because
the contradictions in global capitalism

; are sharpest in the Third World, that is

¢ where the anti-capitalist struggles are

most natural and urgent. It is the
politico-economic owerthrow of imperialism
and neo-colonialism in the Third World
which will lead td the sharpening of the
class contradictions in the imperialist

Batssadwmd am



We must realise that our atierpte at achleving

at the young socialiet na~i.omni have achieved 1p
Rl 4 short period of t1sc will end in fotal failure
and ebye-ir ' dlsappointme.t. unless we commit suicid,
ap petty " 1 seoie intellectuals and leaders, adopt

a truly ecientific ideology that can gulde our

proper analyeis arnti-imperialist struggle and
reorganisation «f cur socie'y .along truly democratic
gocialist lines. Otherwise, we are bound to continue
seeking the solutions in zapitaliem and underdevelop-
ment in the imperiali:st cystem. It i because of
their trotting around tle viclious cirele of under-
development within the imperialist system that the
bureaucratic bourgeoisie everywhere fail to reconcile
the contradiction between their theoretically
egalitarian policier and their conecrete zctions,

I:' fact, this contradiction has become quite
apparent to the workers through thrir own bitter
experience in tne post-Mworigozo days in Tenzania -
an experience which they never expected.

The lower echelons of the petty bourgeoisie -

~‘includin; school teachers, secondsary.school pupils,
university students iand new greduates who have just
- Jjoined the bureaucracy, the lower ranking bureau-
.. crats and clerks - have also begun .to experience and

- note the contradiction. : Jleny =zr: complaining about
non-panticipation.in decision-mrking; about not being
~.entrusted with -enough res;onsibility so that they can
apply -their technoeratic :s'tills ceatively and to the
fqll;:about Lack of opportunities for promotions

(riot 'a-necessarily progressive complaint, but a
complaint nevertheless which.stems from the eXpecta-
tions which thc education system they passed through
bears out for its products).

_‘Many letters appearing in the press about
‘bureaucratic malpract:ces, . acts of negligencg and
- dinefficiency, come mainly-.from.this stratum.” As
Hirji predicts, we shall,soon-experience a deeper
and deeper crisis zs the bureaucracy's capacity
to .expand zud absorb the:.ever-increasing numbers of
‘school, conllege and univergity: leayers, -declines
and finally clcses up:’' This inevitability, which
has befallen such. countries:ag;Indis; Nigeria and
6ther neo-colonies, is quiterin sighv_as the trend
has actually begun to run itsrcourse.5

4. See.the 'Readers' Forums' of thé Daily News,
Sunday News, Mzalendo and Uhuru of the past
three years from which this will become
self-evident. AL

5. Notice the increased raie of crimes like
robbery with violence-(fire.arms), house-
breaking and burglery in which unemployed
Std. VII school lcavers have been mainly
involved., Notice the high rate of school
ieavers flocking into towns for non-existent
job opportunities, a state of affairs which
forces them to take to crime and prostitutio
- and notice the "back-to-the land" calls
by the bureaucratic bourgeoisie, usually
=2ccompanied by “orcéful police action,
Notice' the emp oyment of graduates in jobs
for which %hcy did not train at the univer-
sity, €ete. ;



The olution to these probleme, we repest,
cannot “e Jound in the manipulatlon and rationa-
1isntion of the e¢xisting neo-colon'+’ moclo-economic
systen, Lut ontelde it. It muet . sought in the
system that i: both suptYloY “ -, and the true
neégation of, internetional capitalism. 1t ie
important for the workers, peasants, socialiets end
pdtriots to understend that unsystematic etrikes,
aglteti-ne for higher wages and higher prices for
agricultural produce and agitation for democratie
rights, cannot yield substantisl results outaside
the realm of a fundamentally trineformed socio-econs-
mic syste m, This is what tney -aould egitate and

urge for, thig is what they rust struggle for until
VICtOry.
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"Anyone in the least acquainted with
philosophical literature wust know

that scarcely a single contemporary
Professor of Philosopay (or of Taeology)
can be found who, is not directly or
indirectly engaged in refuting materialism.
They have declared materialism refuted a
thousand times, yet are continuing to
refute it for the thousand and first time

o9 o 0 00 000000
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¥ I. Lénin, Materialism
' " and Empirio-Criticism,
: - pp. 10,
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Plave How COTE,

When we Tremsrs of syoul,
s enbigsty for @une,
How psedessy 5 Saesd,y
And needles,

weavicg for wiolesute,
In quest fsp jower,

tes,
We nawe Laved sue flogers,
Ard nelmed our naads,
In $hat Ses of Jervitude,
and we zre naked tailors,
Of po meguitude,
. In taz elgady atmogphere,
0f cneompazsed fear,
acar&téd for ypour survival.
ind aow we szy TEasDM#
Por consclous we tame,
: The patus of your wisels,

y MW ,fymiehe& tungzlows,
© Whieh saed 1ifelegsneds,
In ocur Shaaties;

And we shall powpour red tears,

Out of palue and necks,
In quest for power now,
For & hnckhone we are,
In all your Life spheres.
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denry lapolu

Dy any standards the progress made by t's working population
in Tanzania in the last rew years auv far as political consciocusness
is concerned is astounding. To begin witl, st no other tine in the
vhole history of thic country havs ctriles and industrial disputes

generally Y%een o much a day-to-day affair as has become pince 1570,
But nore important, at no other time have such strikes and disputes
been of such a political nature! jlot even at tho height of the
nationalist agitation against colonial rule in 1956-60 was such a
level ever reached.

It has indeed been a veritable revolution for the Tanzanian
worlcers; within a period of threcc years they have moved from a
State of docility, timldness, and above all disunity to onec of
tremendous bravery, initiative and class solidarity. The nore one
@Xaninos the issue the ifore one gets convinced that therc is plenty
of revolutionary potential in the Tanzanian working class still
Untapped.

In 1927 lao Tse-tung conducted a class investigation in the
Hunan province of/then seni-feudal and semi-colonial" China.
Vhat he then said of the peasant movement that he found there is
very much akin to what I feel the urge to say of the present
workers' movement in Tanzania. Substitute "workers" for '"peasantg"
and "Tanzania" Jor "Ciina in the following quote from lao's
report and you got what I have in nind:

...the present upsurge of the peasant movenent is

a colossal event., 1In a very short &ime, in China's
central, soutiizrn and northern »rovinces, several
hugdred nillion peasants will risc like a nighty
sterm, like a hurricane, = forcs co swift and
violent that no power, lovover great, will be able
to hold it back, They will swath all the tramnels
that bind them cad rush forward along the road to
liberation, They will swee» all the imperialists,
varlords, corrupt officials, local tyrants and

evil gentry into their ~raves. Dvery revolutionary
party and every revoluiionary comrade will be put
to the test, to be accented or rejected as they
decide. There are three alternatives, To narch at
their head and lead them? To trail behind then,
ges4iculating and eriticizing? Or to stand in
their way and oppose them? 3Zvery Chinesc is free
to choose, bdut gvents will force you to make the
choice quickly, &

But of course 1t is not possible for me to make the sanme
conclusgive Atatements on the Tanzanian workers' novenment., Chairman
Mao made those statements after a thorough investigation of what
vas going ¢~ in his country; I have not yet carried out such

1, "Report on an Investigation of the Peasant
piovernont in Jjunan" in Sclected Works of 1jao
Toa=tung (Peling: Foroign languages Press, 1965)
vol, i, P, 23=24,
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,ond as long as the factorica aro privately owned; : the only" pe

177)

5

investipation at close range to be 2ble Yo drew elmilar conclusiop,

For this reason, prescntly I =r not concerncd with 5"'11yuir_-
in depth the currcent vorkera' moversnt In Taszaniaj rather I uanmt
simply to put con record the trands of this uwovement viiel soem to
be very cloar, In thus doing 1 Lope® I shall be able to chart out
in very general tearns the direction and momesntun of ihe wovemsnt,
and porhajs also I shall indicate some of ti: major points which
rescarch on tihis subject should bo able/unravel. It hardly heeds
to be epphasisod that such research is long overdue.

(b)

The incidente of mid-June 1973 - thoush adnittelly very
dragatic - voro aimply a culmination of cvents that have been
unfolding since the late 1960s but nore spactacularly since 197p
Nevertheless, the action of workers to geize factories and ineu:
tutions owned by capitalists in June 1973 vas-indeed a landmarki
in the history of our couatry; it marked an unprocedented level
political corsciousnoss on the part of the workers, There is no "
doubt that the decision enmanated rom thé workers' realization at
last that disputes und conflicts with man&gora‘and enployers cénnot
cure, therefore, is for the vorling class to expropriate - gjltnenq
forcibly 1f nccessary - the capitalists. 5 i
L Tho ycars 1970 anrd 1971 in Tanzania were merked by ‘a strong
wave of strikes. Day in day out, strikes recurred again and again
ip some cnses as many as four stoppages occuring in ono factory '
within a year. have survoyed those strikes and their reasons in
anothar ur.ticlc. and I do not intend to go over‘t‘hom here,’” But
as I than noted, these strikes vere generally not concoerned with
wages, they vere directed mainly against the comnandism and abuses
of the manasers and bureaucrats. The pronulgation of iwongozb in
1¢¥1 vith o penchant clause on commandism srucd the workers with a
porter}t, Wweapon with vwhich to deal with tuc buroauérécy. For the
first time in history, we had in Tanzdnia numerous strikes not
concerned at all with vages and other remunorations. The age of
docility and hunbleness at the oppression and huniiiation of the
pctty,bourceoj?si'e had passed for the Tanzanian vorker. :

A socond point which I noted as tegards these strikes is
the isciplined naturc in which they werc organised and staged,
lio d 'mage was to be caused, everythiag was to be done according
to plan, petitions wé_rc' to be made in an orderly manner,
political principles enuficiated by the Party worc to be closely
adhered to, and where domands are mét by the relevant authorities
promptly cittra hours of work arc to be givén by the workers in
conpensation for ‘production lost while the strike was going on.

~We shpuld note however that tendencies towards repressing
the workers hava been considorable. Though generally the
burcaucracy has becen lenient in dealing with these cases - perhaps
fearing ‘orse repercussions in case repressive neasures are
adopted - attempts at high-handedness have been forthcoming

_cqnsiogzéntl'y. It is such ncasures that seem to have produced

higher consciousness on the part.of the workers, thus carrying’
. L] . ?

2, See ny "Crisis of Strikes"'in Jenga ilo. 12 *(1972)

.
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22 Abrugeie so pany eccpe shead, Fow tactics® amd methsds are
rasarted ty as ropression takes place,

For instance, this first phase of tae vorkérs' wovensnt

&R ?G Sald to have ¢ .2 Lo & cloas sometds AW August 1072 with
gas "‘?d‘s.; measures teken against the wor .er- of %he Bungura
rextile 811, In a rathor unprecoden ¢, some thirty
workaTs of the firm were chosen to %~ “jc .cepogoats, Isstead of
the Tecalcitrant management of '’ f{.rg, these were deslared fo
»® the cause of the frequent s.. .es at (he factory. They wepo
sxpelled from th: factory by ord ° - government. -

Since tie governuent st -ment then issucd harped a groat

deal at the "losses" incu:red -t the factory as a result of the
vork stoppages, the workers in factories g'enarally seéérp tc have
changed tactics from then cn.  In a very one-sided and subjective
manner, tlhc statement hpd serely rec.unted the metres &f cloth
jJost as o result of the strikes at Junguratex without sver
considering the outcome of those rt>ikes in terms of better manage-
¢=ont, political consciousncss, and zeneral involvenent of the
corkers in all thc alfairs of the firm,

Mevorthel ss, from then on the tactic of strikes genorally
faded; . _:is place the lock-out technique came to tho fore,
Instead of si-iking bccause of tho commandist o abusive
practices cf a boss, the workers would now “.apiy lock out the
»oss in question u il their grievances - e solved satisfactorily,
Efn this wcy, no one con come out with figures of losses since
production wou’d go on all the time the boss is refused permission
to enter the “irm's premises. At times the workers have made it
2 peoint to c:ep up production during that period just to ward off
=any accus tion from any quarters that they are causing 'Bnage to
the '"national economy'.

This second phase in the worker:' r.o"cment was also
characterised by another significrn: _oir.: the fact that the
workers' grievances shifted fro- che question of humiliation and
oppression on thoir persons by i nagecments as was the case in the
first phasc to issuec of general . smanagement and sabotage of
the country's econony nd its poiicies. Increasingly, the lock-outs
stemmed fron manag-rs micuking ublic funds, squandering resources,
failing to urhold national policies, and so forth. The clause
in Iwongozo rcferred to oftenly no longer became solely lio. 15
which dcals with commandisi, but No. 33 which says, in part,
=The Party must ensure “h:t the parastatals do not spend money
s=xtiravagantly on items which do not zontribute to the developnent
=f the nationali cconomy as a wholo',

Hence it iz clear -that this phase was much highor than the
®arlicer one, il workers videned their sphere of interest in their
Strugzglc . Lth vareaucracy from grievanceé concerning their own
P=rsons to those correrning the fate of ‘the country as a whole
=ven if they chems:lves arc not touched dircct.y. This phasc also
=howed tha> the Jor ers were now becoming cuare of the problems of
Snderdcvclopment 6.0 the tasks and requicements of socialist

Seonstruct-o: -~ wmd th. role of burcaucrats in sabotaging such
Efforts,
In i.=May 1973, for instance, the 900 . workers of tho

pritish-Anorice Tobacco factory in Dar es “ulaam charged their
porsonncl manager witi four counts: wisusing a company vehicle
for a private trip to Tukoba resultirs o o accident and hence
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coqats Yo U soqpany wmcuniling e some sin thousand hings.

sieusing seme ALl thousand el llinga For a (wival 1?‘:1:".::.;1::-
‘g‘n;al'uz_‘nt fo astiwities Uith other warwere (e ,w.~u Pho .‘;!,m
ranle it he rest f the vorkare As all athep &L¢ it 3 " oo
prastindng (TU% *-H.n in recrutting personnel, ot ln-u;qr ‘L,;,"\.;“,
subsequently leshod sub a8 Lhe sharges wors ocing Studied By TAWU,

WUTA, and iDE (hieh hio eontrolling sharce in ho fAra), end w1
.Im tiao of riting (firat wook of July) the Lsoue has set yet

peen sclyud nd the maner Ae atill out, (Om May 23rd he somwhow
panaged to ,11‘ through the gate, a fact witeh caused the 900
workera o otop 40:& completely for eipght hours until he wos

avictod),

This eecond phase has boon most crucicl as se have pointoed
aut. In thip the bureaucrats have in fuct Tound 1t difficult to
deal with the workers, It will Lo rocalled that in the earlier
phase apart from oxpulsions and orrosts of siriking workers, a
frequent tono that was chanted _-cecdingly was that the workers
wore misinterpreting Mwongozo and that clause 15 should be
nrevised". flow that in the sccond phase the workars were
referring to nany other clauscs the bureaucrats had no sther
alternative cxcopt asking ‘for the banning of Mwongoze altogether
- an idea vhich they definritely ontertain but one which they
cannot articulate publicly and loudly. Similarly, repressive

neasurcs in this phasc became very difficult to mount and rationa-
lize.

It was from this background that the third phase of the
~movement was finally reached in the niddle of 1973 when for the
first tine worl:ers resorted to seizing capitalist property. It
was indecd the zenith of political initiative and bravery on
their part. The consequences could not have been unclear to
anyone. Perhaps in this light the harsh manner in which the
bureaucracy reected to this initiative of: tl.c workers is not at
all surprising, for whut such actions by workers could have been
followed with was anyedy's imagination.

W
St ]

Beccuse of the importance of the action of the workers,
and becausc of the far-reaching naturc of the¢ steps taken by. the
bureaucracy in response, I would like to rccapitulate all the
developnents of l-lay/June 1973 so that we mey nover forget - then,

For this, I am relying counlct*l‘/ on press reports. This
should be borrain nind si nce in Yanzania the press has not
denonstrated much liking towards the workers. It would have beon
nore useful, of coursé, to investigate thesc developments at
source; but since I was not in a position to do such 1nvostigation,
I cannot but rely on the présc.

Oon May 25th the worliers of Rubber Industries ILinited locked
out the firm's managing director, lir. Ibrahim, and the assistant
personnel officer, Mr, Kiangala. Th2 nanager who was also the main
ghareholdomf the firm, was accusod of using abusive language
to tho workers, whilé the personncl officer was accused of
high-handedness. "The workers do not want lir, Kiangala because in
the scven nonths since he came to the firm he has already sacked
ten workers and gave warning to wore than half of the work-force.
Thoy claim lic has also rcfused to reinstate thrco workers whose
reinstatenent has been ordercd by the Permanent Labour Tribunal'.

3, 'hore reforcnce is to Uhury, the tra nclation
is minc,

4, Uhuru, May 28th



O lay 30th the workers, wdls skl s s U e

:fi\tl,\ur . dos Lo taka £ syt of AL
VS werkor doviapnd velore the | el 8 BELD Ay "l SAhny
Rl never sllsw (o, Ihrally glor e piis ;
SERAn and that they were copable of eunsiag ke (irv e
:‘ ‘j:w'l'.v:tly Lhan tholy forsar coplogwy, ‘?t as *oid
"r“‘\f !h y were ¢/ :hl’;, bhelr netros o0 l8 U8 (3 ('
-‘xru By It would open a pew chaptor An o RN
‘@3lation, hav would be foglordng ey of ovefsilss
&M rospect fop ranicind”,
Tho following day tho workers ro«zffiss toslr esriston ¢
Sontrol tuu firs ae W, Ibrahic rofus e &5 5i7n » 4pscse Vit
“R1d anable the workers to rocuive Luels wivog o 44 heigd the
i‘ld ©f the wonth, On Juno lst, & veskiy eoluss 42 1he 04 17
_"_":_2 by Jonarali Uldwwen u sppleuds ¢ rosre f4¢ avrf-i;i
Etep; v, ,.vhat the workors of jpbher 1 4 e 414 o Sodndetsy
=deciding to take ovor and run v [iym - i3 4 revolutismary et
and shogyld be oncoupated, Aleo, 3 Lloplicatisge in other
sugnu, differcnt eato-lloinen’s shovld be iaken serionsiy¥.
Moanwhile, the gomriseunt machi ory plis Ls al) in (woonis
of the workers' wovey the rroa compissionsr and oo regional
labour officer even take ' & upon thorselves tu snsure that 2.

Ivrahim is mad> to eign tic cheque wileh he dogs on Jume Zud.

But on the 1lat the workers ol the Might Watch Secusity
Force (T) limited "took over the rosponsibility for russing (ks
firm aftor the nenaging dircotor 1, Tomoy Kanji hed sbsconded
from thc country., Amnouncing the iove yesterdsy the Worhars'
goruai tteec saild that the workers had decided to $ake over the
firn becauss’ 'we feel that we are being oxploited by a man why
ie not oven in the country', Among the workers' thergos sgainst
the formor lanager »nd owner is that bhefore ha loft the coustry
without informing tl:en he had burnt all the accounte books of
the firm, and d@id not pay the firm's 1069 =25/ 1970 income tax,
Kanji 2130 had scld his two houses and tyo cars und got his money
in Buropz™,®

Subccquently the night guards clected a tensman committssa
to run tuc 500 strong force and draft a new constitution. “Bariier
}r. Kisumo accompanied by, the area commissicner, Mr. Shungu,
hailed the workers for their revolutionary action in fighting
against cxploiters in the country",”’

. The Party paper, in a froni-page rcoort, announcoe that
neapitalisn in Tanzania yesterdoy roceived anothor blow after eoms
500 workers of the MNight Vatel Szcurity Force took over completely
the manageront and runiding o the firi in a co-operative way
yesterday'". It also corrics gn editorial on the issue encouraging
other workers to follow ouit,

On Junc 9th the colunnist Chengeva Chenge - who is notorious
for his anti-workers sentiments and who has frequently expressod
nco-fascist views on the workers' uwovenent in Tanzanis = surpriscs
people by applauding this new step of the workers. Significantly
titling his coluun "Workors taks tuc Proletarian Line", he goe2s fi!

0f late, we in Tanzania have been enjoying exeullent
revolutionary tidings. “orkers have been sédzing
capitalist property and converting it into pzoplo's
proporty, How good! Jlow revolutionary! rhere is

5. Daily levs, lay 31st.
Je Duily “ows, June 2nd.
7. D:ill HEVIB, J'.li’lo 7th0

. Jhuru, June 7th.

+ Just a few weeke previously, for instence,
m



’ sthgier i Rd ¢ gopt ed )
ne had Lauhéhed » tiveds ajnet the TRPUEANARR
orsere clriping & ey were tp effect playing a
& UNkeYr=r o s §4 o tos€, Coufusing 7Rvicus Merxies
‘ neept P i ad they e leading force of the
0 L 3 & ! %
Tengrnid z’ Fevaiusiag) ai @ Lhe peeppnbry. Leb up 1look
At NAE a2ilh AY AT ¢

He proued tuet leadership 1y tne Turdl aresar ip ip

the herus of bhe mopt bevdworking pessente;

whes do we Find in tue fectoriee #nd offices waere
bae Bo-ve'led lesdere of the revolution work? de
find et elmopt ip all ceees, fhove eleoted 16 the
levdevetuip of vworkers! ¢onmitier? ond workera’
courcile rre @0 elected becruse Yhey Bre Lrouble-
ehovtere, Whet workerg would not kpow ihe ‘
differerve between 2 chatier-boz erd an exéhplary
fellow vorker. Tae eiwwption 1= pow thet we face
taue depger of workere' comamittecs end workers’
councile Leing Wrped into ingstrumente for perpetu..
eting "mejungi” insterd of ipetraments for the
inpienentetion of gocieliri policieg!

He argued thet Lhe peesente ere very well-orgenised
in ujr op villeges, sleuping out erxpleitetion and crime
end defernding the netion:

Thie ie the leeding pover of the pesgentd in Tenzenie
todey, The workers eeem to be good only in organi-
ging demopetreiions waen Lhe pemsents eccomplien
such feota in (cZopee of tae motherland!!! And of
course Jlob ue not forget, The workers slsy these
deye Beein %o be 7004 only in misinterpreting Tenu
policies %o suit non-productivity, Mwongezo is tae
areptest yiotim, Cleuss 15 and now 28 of Mwongozo
Are Lhe moet ebyeed, ;

He argued thet the workers are in feet exploiting
the pergente; :

JAnd yet, Lt ig the workers who benefit wost from even
the toil of the pessante, [t is the workers who live
relatively more confortebly in towns where there ig
electriecity, ample cleen free water, hospitals and
dispensaries, pood rosde, netional houging profects
and kincergevtens for their children, It ig elso
thece workere who enjoy pensiorne and N.P,F. benefitg,
Ie it not tne height of immeturity for them 1o
indulge in anti-production gestures when they ehould
be working day and night to compensate for the good
thinge of 1ife they are enjoyinz »t the expense of
the toiling peagentd?

Writing at e time when, ps we nnave seen, politicel
congciousness amonz the workers wee rifing 1o ever
hizher end higher levels, Shrougn Lie wey of reasoning
he coneluded:

Let'e face it, Theve are tendencies towards apeihy
apd oraveny emor: Lthe workers in Tenzenia today,

The perty nuet etep in to give the workers much
reeded politicel education to raise their congciousne:
which pt the moment ie in disgraceful shbepe,

(Deily Newe, September 2nd. 1972).
Ie thie the seme esuthor wio on June 9th was to write ¢

nenjoy .ng ezeellent revolutionary tidi..n,gs‘j anong tae
Panzenian workere? Yeg, 1o1 all opportuniste &#re double-)



no Road bo Justify the seizure oF sapitngd et peagurty
J Workore, The {eeus Lo os eloar as dajy I | VY
tha time for jJustifylng our sstlens e i) laites

08 pasaed,. ., flletory 18 rocsiining it # poar vl
T heonia and L ege who have for yesrs [ 8Vaind
iharolves o the ewoast and bl ] gusanian viruagy
ad pesianta sk wow fese oo psle, Thops 12 a9
orey. Capit liets in Teazesis sed eleswiars oo Afrien
2L troenble ¢ 12t i takineg place i Tnpacpid,

ey aust gnav thelr teelh And groem, 20 rewe Lat) anary
heal of history 1t closing steadlly on thad, fs 10
ald adnga goes, a elngle aperk com Stary 8 proleds firg,

Jaspite tho aloquencs and rhatorfu, ' was aot bs be bang bot-py
wo Dally Hews, in ito usual oprortundsb coumer, #as e Jswnih s
yirade gqgatnat workers coizing capitolist property, fub we rust
sob anticipate our ator ‘.

On Ju.o l2th the verkers of tho Alumlnium Africa Coupany
(Aluea) loeck ot the personnel officer, W. lesabela, aad the
production tancrer, Nr. Hayer, for szpolliang one workar vl thoeut
sny Teasonable causa, (The worker in question hed on Yhat [etafy]
jny driven a company vohiclo in order to gol to Lho houso of a
¢oupan! ochanic aftor the vohicle's driver had paid he 41d ney
gno® whero tho nechanie Uved, [r doing this, tho worker « who
pad served tho company for about ion years = won sackod forthulth) )

In tho tug-of-war that cnouad botween tho workers wyil the
sanagetent as to whether tho one worker should bo reinatated or
¢he two official  nhould be allowed to ro=ontor tho company
roevises, tho workers finally won and had thelr collengue ralnstated,
at thon chey decided to continue locking out the two offlearn
gntil chargot ngainst then (10 againet ilnyer rid 4 sgainet Jhsehala)
are investigalod and Ll issuo is solved cics and for all,

on Juno 17th the worlkers of lMount Carmel Mibber [:sotory
pedtcd dooide to take ~ver the firm frou the owner, I, Yozdani,
gho 15 t on locked out, Tho regionnl conndeaioner howavef
ceherontly opposes such move - although only a fow daya prior
s this ho had supported such nove as far au Rubboer Industries
(sh:ich is next to Hount Carnel) was concarr od,

Ir. Kisuno said that nlthough the yrineiple of
nationalisation 5f firus is honoured by the Party,
the wholo quec i, calls for n diseiplined proecedure
in foo inplemeiinsion. He o id the decimion taken
by the vorlors vas not consistent with prineiploes
of TA'"J. 1he workers elaimed thoir cuployer, Iir,
M.D. 7nzdani, was maltros :ing then and they had sont
thoir complainte soveral tives to higher Party
officials vithout any actlon bolng telon, fThoy
claimed he 'as doin; businoss uainly with capltalist
firae and countrios outsi i Tunzenia whilo thoro voro
industries in oyr count * which noedod tho products
of tho factory.

- b et
Dosplto the refusal of the reglonal cormissionor, hovever, tho
jorkors 5t111 insist on taldng over tho firm,

Cheir oaployor ronained loecked out of ‘ho firw whilo
thoy continucd worls under the svpervimion of tha TAIV
and wo iora' shupittoos, The workers olain that thoir

deiands wore ,ory sarious on labour agrounds or’
politically a; @ Lhat they wero not ab any tine

9, Daily llews, Juno 1l3th.
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L Jube VAN U paglood comietloser Lrlew bis bad Adain m

e wreers sl st *~mlm T e R
Nie preperty. Yo oo Bla et Mranger, hls tied b foes
9 thé Tastery wiiR & sostiaget o temne, b U W MRare APy
e lEpresesd: 2

Toi sarbers Lold the roglonsl segrissiconr whe
advised Ui yesterday Lo abids by U Farty's rulisng
Chat Wbny B0t propared 35 loave o (A &8) thee

i they ¥ 10 ‘w previded with Uresspert and lasd Vo
setablinh L. ir cwn wiman village, salher tAas acsept
tholr duploper a8 the loadop of S5 firw, (70 Mowo
told theni) "L advises rou 40 alle yowr wiplopay
to suter e irs pnummmumhu&
tegethar wit! k1.7 Anid epplowse 5 worisy assured

1r, Eisume Lhatl tasir docisicn was “ir. sad that all
werkore in tas iru were Jumbdore of AV, therefem
tholr deeirios was still 4a lieo ¥t Party policies,
Another worker told . Rlpume t'v @ ARL vorksrs were
roady to sccopl any ctiaer leader- iy "even youms” (I1),
byt pot that of ihe fopucr load.  #ac he salid wes o
nooescalonialiet, oy el .od tholr BOVE wes Lo 1
gapport 4o coona y and v . seeurity of this coumtry.

8¢ e rojiopal courlasioncr lasves the premises, the wopkors
resume work, '*d vuutn»mn recor . gusrding the factory lest .»,
Yandani sir>:lu appesr ir the nelchsourbood,

On the sawe day, Jure 19th, the workers of (otel Afriges la
the contre of Dor s Balans, stort urking preparations for the
tako=over of the punning of thoe .otel froc its mwl'.-‘f3 Perhago

this convinccs the regional commiesionar that be uust be wore
2 .
10, Dnily lNews, June 10th. 5

1), Daily Fews, Junc 21st. is this a clear indieation
that the burcauerscy alrcady is 2 fetter of productioen?

Producticn is increasing whon the production pamager is
lockcd out!

12. D';iy 'b'a' Ju.nﬁ Zaﬂh
13. m Ay Jlmd ZOth-



Wt and cgpea’ m wli e sghery. Fuw

— 5y the pnaoat 4 J ).t 1’ ! '» " fas Ve 7eal Topeds,
wi ka wr offfeor ~cevupanicd By poliamy 1o oty N
pAeEY L agmg wiile Vo vorire gpg  ani 1) ey mevisg,

2 effict ) from the Jinlstpy seeoppenied 9 & '

cals allod at e (aehewy 5 Chan'fads od
jasuad to ! “he workers whsl Mo eslls 1 0 fomrasest
ordor, Ne & L4 that Lhose sorsrs .7 eope ot posl)
to wori under 'r, Yasdanl should otay epsst s o Yo

y accopted hic leadersbip, ALl wophsrr 5 pofesd
weept thelr enployer's lesderediy vor? crdares b
entar parked voiicles. Bixty-tes wiry drives oy %
the Cantral Polico Statior lesving tio fodalry #ith
only 15 workers,.,At the central pelics sletion Um
ko ld workoers eald that ~dthough th- - dld pot kage thels
fate they still stood by thelr ro ' sal 4¢ work oder
Mr. Yazdani, vhou thoy descri®:4 . an exploiter wnd
an oppreaser. 'You are menborc of PANY and 18 wouid W
n sin for ua to vork under . .is pan, whoes charasias
itr-'iets TAID policies. I” we agree to work wndsr
L, thon ve suall be offan'ing Party policles, semetils,
whiclk 2 r all never d. as long as ve ars gembers of thy
Partyn,1é

it 2 pon, four workers of liount Carnel who had boen %o bospdts}
pon the saga at the facbory was taking place report for duty, Told
{ what had happercd, chey decide to side with their colleasues;
pay ther: ‘ore report also at tho central police station 2nd are
remptly loc"ed in with the others.

Meanwhile Yazdani i8 of course back at the factory. Ko tells
e few workers left not to worry "because he started the fire wity
ely one "oPker o 4 hec was optimistic that the firm would conticus
gani=s",~” He praicos the government action whicl he eays waa
& vary good exorciuc because the production of any factory dopends
a disciplin from tic workers"d He does .ot of eccirse say
Rythin- about discipline from cmployers and manageral

2t tlio police stction the workers have their finger-prints
paotographs taken - «as one would do with hard coro criminals,
government naturally issues a etekembnt on Mount Capmel and
¢ take-overs gencrally, It states that tie decision to erraign
he worltars "because it could no longer tolerate such unruly
ehaviour on the part of the workere".1® nile just a few daya
reviously take-overs had been hailed as "rovolutionary and
Sstoricnr, now it is sald that the -ct that workers at two cther
irns were allowed to toke over their firms "did not woan and
thall nc* neco: that TAIU and the povornment have now pernittsd
mew the workere ‘o invade inductrics_or that it should now be the
tethod of nationalising industries". 7

e
@ b

Th~ following morning <ne nore worker who had reportedly net
gddad with ic colleagues throughout the conflict with Yazdani
lecides he hus to cliow solidarity with his colleagues. Hs reports
it the central polic. station and asks to be arrested; the police
jpen the co21le and he ro-unites with his natos,

Mecanwhile the preso which had been praising the talze-overs
iow launches a tirade against tho "unruly behaviour" of workers.

e Doily HNews naturally editorializes praising the government

14. gq_‘_ly News, June 21st,

17. Ibid.

——

id,

————

17. Uhuru, June 2lst.
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sshion An srresiing, secking and otdering the Spapatriation”™ of
the worhere s the willages shere they were respectively bom.
(s Afrios, the placs for the posidesies of the "pative® le stil]
the: “peserve® dwez in the poategolomial ov5; thus when a "sativev
comnits & 2ip In the towne - the nesticr' - repidens® -~ Le must b
wpspatriatod” to the "rescrves®), © Ldly Wows mays asll this
was done for tic benefit of moeiali in Tensanlas
A

Scclalim 1e coulng., Thia nc one can prewenk...

T motien was not meant for the bomefit of a capl~

tailst or a group of capit-ilets. In the final

amalysis Lt was for igu vonefit of the workers of

Tanz: 'ie themaeslvea,

Needless o may, couplications develep as to how to "repatriat,
the sacked workers and thedr fanilies to their respective "homse"
undor policd escort as ordared, Their request that they be semt
where together they could start their own ujenan villages falls on
deaf eara. "once they have to resain in the cells for days and
dayn: 4
Yesterday was their third day in the cells. According
to the police, dolay in repatriating tho workers was
due to the failure of the warrant issuing of "icer to
report early onough for duty at the station. ilowever,
police did no: _seen to be sure on how to conduct the
ropatriation.

On June 26th the regional comnissioner, Mr. P, Kisumo, is
removed from the coast region. iHis place is taken by Rwegasira,
goneral manager of the Friendship Textile [ii1l.

How the workers will fare under ti- new commigsioner remains tc
be seen. Now they have a nanager hirself ‘as commissioner. But it
should be remeérbered that before beconing factory manager, Mr.
Rwegasira vas a lending official ol .TUTA and 13 a long-tine trade
unionist. *

And thus this brings us to thc question of NUTA in all this,
In the Jenga article I had pointed out that RUTA seems to have beeeyp
completely scparated fronm the workers! movement. lone of the
strikes of the 1970-71 was organiscd by NUTA; in many instances
NUTA was as ignorant of what was happening in the nmidst of the
workers as the managcments were. In some cases it is NUTA which
has been the organisation used to either clobber the workers or
hoodwink then to'accept compromises with capitalists-and bureaucratg

It is no wonder, therefore, that the workers have consistently
been oprosed to any intervention by NUTA in their conflicts. When
the workers of Rubher Industries started the ball of take-overs
rolling, -thoy -stated right from the start that they didvnot want
their caae to be'handled by NUTA. BENL S .

< &4 , §avap,
fle do not wan: INUTA officials because the firm's '
director has told us time and again that the whole
of the IUTA orzanisation is in his control and that
thereford we would never be listened to by that
organiuation. Vle have also proved that his words
are very true for we have beon recuesting the NUTA
officials to como and deal with cur problems since
April 9th but all in vain. The, have not cven
answered the three letters ' wrote to thenm,

18, Deily ‘fews, June 22nd.

19. Daily Nev:, Juno 23rd.
20. Uhiru, '@y 26th.
1




'\lr!fl‘l‘-. "'b Worke-n' comnitles gt i
AOEY had colafmea woal "BOEL WTA offic. o tannet contront
s WRBRTANG dipector uf the fim, W (' Ibrebls, begasss bo

g Beloed hon by employing thelr Ary riends spd relatlves
the firev, ' por thie pesson, * /A of ficlal who afrtved
@VAtRd ut )y faetory on the day of the prablécs "wsp not

jewad Qven to alight from his ear b the Forkers who wers buslng
s and calling hin a hypoerite (un (iki)", 313 thelr actusation
yAn8% the aasintant personnel officor of the firp, they sald

: Dad a1s0 threatoned us that nothing could be depe te ki

#<2 ha was brought to the firn by the Jdnister for Labour [whe

, @180 the NUTA General Sccretary) und that sipes he had jrevicusly
s%ed wkth NUT/ no oro would ldstén to us®,?d

Perhaps it was thore foro very surprising that WUTA cane out
gins™ the arprest and "repatriation® of the Mouat Carpel workets,

(UTA is to patition the Porty and Govermuent ower the
disniesal of 67 workers fron the Mount Caruel “ubber
factory, Dir ga Salaau, the union's Pirectsr of
Organigation and Publicity, Hr, D.7.5. Zinbihile, said
yestorday. Tae Gnion, he cald, whs catisfied that
thie Yovernocnt action in disrissing $he workers wase
wtoo rash and too harsh" and was given without
sufficlent cnd oroper investigations boing made. WUTA
had been jreatl- shockod by this "sev.rest action taken
against workerc in the whole history of our nation®.
Mr, Zinbihile charged that the diaz--asul of the workers
was 8 direct result of lack 6f revc lutionary wisdon on
the part of those individuals vho vore charged with 2
fi-ding a solution to tho iscucs the wor}'orn had raised.

Comin; !ron HUTA. this was indced a paradox. It was ‘€o not ‘only
jcauce of vhev o knovm apout NUTA, ut particularly eince only
wve days previcusly NUTA had oxpressod a total anti-worker stand

on the question of take-overs, and the stand was made ironieally
r the szme lNr. 4irbihile, {Mhen the workers of Rubber Industries
,cided to tal.c over the firm, NUTA oondenned then ;

The Mdrector of Organisation and Publicity of NUTA,
Mr. D. Zimbihile, yesterday said that the workers wore
. vory /rong in their decision and that the consequences
of their step might be grave for then, Mr. Zimbihile
'saii the workers had broken a law by locking out their

omployer ("tajiri wao"), the law that prohibite strikes.?’

(c)

It should be clear that there is something substantial in all
|at is going on in our factories. What the workers have been
dtating for sinee tho ond of tho 1960s has not yot been explained
| clear' 'torms; in fact the whole issue of thc workers in post-
wsba (and particularly post-Mwongozo) Tanzania .seens to have
en swept under the.carpot. The public authorities. and various
aolbguas heve dwelt on the peasantry - ar if the workers just did
T oz!.st' i

Is it cay wonder that they have heen anxious to attract
;gntiog ylt ";L_ver they folt an opportunity existed?

21. Uhuah.'w4/2sth

»

22. Ibiq.
§3. Ibid.

2‘ .Dai].! HC_\E}_' Juno 23rd. f

25. Uhuru, May 28t:.
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he mont Intricuing queation i.n,}nu whole Leewe, o 1
have podnted ouv ie sscihefr article,” " As the sanoss of organise-
Vien which hos made possitle the ssusdngly spontansous sotivss of
the sorkers, It wlli roealled that -~ partioulariy in ths firse
phase of the movessnt consiating o7 sirikes - workers mope often
than Aot ergasivod completaly outnide ihe ostablished arganises
Sicns, Meithar the workers' commitieas mor the TANY bronches
were beohind thase ctpihee, How ‘hom was it possibvis for the
vopkers 9 or anl o at such e soala without wsing the kaown
platiorus?

One sehool of thought has 4% Shat Lhera are no gouaioe
grisvances in this whole movenent of the workers, thet in astyasl
fact the tusmit s ell a resulit of troublesoro slements in the
nidet of the workars.

The sluplistic mature of this view iu readily apparent, 7o
begin with, it is impossible to explainm ! ov such » large ness of
wovkere could have been mobilised intc actiop time and again if
there wore no substantive grievances ~ since repression wes often
fortheomin: anyway. BSecondly, atterpts to uproot "ripgleaders®
and such othor “troublesome" elements do not seem to have
succeeded in scoifing off the rovoment, if saything they have
simply aggravatcd the situation, 1Irck at the Dar es Salsan Motor
Transpert company: it was decided th:t all thess who allegedly
agitated for strike action should be held in custody; the
bureaucrats got the shock when all the workers in unison went on
strike two days later -~ "ringleaders" or no “ringleaders"!

It may be true that some of the grievances of the workers have
not been articulated satisfactorily, and they may have appeared
far-fetched to some. When it is demanded that an officer be
ousted because of his "arrogance”, people may not easily be
convinced. They might tend to think that that is a very fesble
excuse of workers wanting to get £id of a probably hardworiing
manager! Even if this was so, it would seem that it is a matter
for really urzent investigation so as to unearth the fundamental
factors for the prescnt crisis.

But cur view is that the expressed grievances of the workers
are both genuine and substantive. The "arrogance! of thé petty
bourgeoisie should nover be underestimated. All those who, ke
me, have becn an industrial werker at oae time or another amd for
an extended period, will realize the sccial and economic weight
the worker shoulders in his relation with the manager and his
arny of overseers and supervisors. It ic nct only that he is
socially end psychologically represescd, tut his whole fate sscems
to be undcr the control of the manager 2nd his staff, And it is
well-known t~t n22nagerc utilise their power to "hire and fire"
according to whins only. Iisten to this:

Thirteen workers of the Tanz:nia Breweries Limited
have been disnissed. It is believed that the sacked
workers are alleged by their employers tc be
trouble-rouccrs and that thei> dismissal came under
the umbrells of the labour unrest experienced at the firm
firp on !fay 30th...It has been learned that some of
the sacked workers were not involwed in the (unrest),
but since they were on the firm's "black list"
alleged by their heads of dopartment to be "stubborn"
they had to be told to go. Browery wéficiale stated
yestercay that all the workers who were involved in
the May 30 work stoppagc would not get that day's pay.
Jut it is further saild some of the workers who were
not “nvolved would also not recetive }he day's pey

. bec-use thoy were somehow st;v.xhborn.2

26, Cf. "The Organisation and Participation of Workers in
Tanzania", 7,R,B. Paper 72/1.

27, Daily lews, llay 1lth,
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Such de £ p ]
OF Workepg! gaarches 1ol
eelniaon _1“3/:,1 t .1' !
Sirike, to jook BYF ihody ¢ i
18 1a ¢ kan tho aplovances y

Sloply rarrof wieo” on ¢ !

1111 natupally net undaratend, f
this han pogl moaning, in fact it
- ovoh 1 {y La nob 60 ¥e1l-8Pliculated!
ot have .u“,r{:um risking the loss sf
and owen aprort® and "ropatrintionan,

Ono other factor Lo that of Vi “ensiesral
or )y seenn to talk about these now,
Lhe ¥ the eyupeise 1R workora! particliation '
bas [01led lapentably, The panager va pyfused |

tho roing of power ovon for tokey |
the workefs have refisad to bg co-opf

1f thia wes preotically posaibla), Fnthar than Eo=gpes
botwoon the two 6ldog, what wo ses since t dgn oF Boy
particijrifon wal launched 18 atruggle i a pitier sty

at that!

A1l those nrc mnedters which shiolld te oz
aid ab close wange by all gocialists in Tans

mt as T suggostod at the beginning oné thing whic
cleap 16 that tho novement has inparted trewendous p
awaroness in the Tanzanian working people. In fack p
goon tha various phases of tho movement have been a result of
pigher and hi(;hox; understanding.

C‘oup')‘od with the' fact ‘that the vorkere have largely loct
their orthwhile migrant charactoristic, op:von Freyhold bes
demonstrated through research, 28 oy art ropidly becoming o
politically consclous claes. , It is no Yomder tnorefore that
1“crcusin/;l;f they have been conquorim; the various 44 Asive
barriérs omscted by the colonial situation. oy the nearly
ono thousand worliérs of pritish Anoricsd’ Tobacco accused their
porsonnol ranager of tribalisn in his recruitwent of staff,
pubsoquent investigations found out that 86 por cont of tho
conpany's staff (apart from those coming frou ie district in
which the firm is located) woro ofione.tribe, This ceant that
tho vast majority of those yorkers lagking hinm out and who went
on strike punctuplly when he gonpliovindnaged to ontor the [actory
wore of his own tribe).; Tkeéy were oj 1ng a divieive practice
even if thoy themselves were %hm its tenporar, benoficiary. :

On the obther hand, we'also know that what Shivji hos called
the "burcaucratic bourgeoisie! hag erystallized and’consolidated
iteolfus a clags =~ controllihg not only the adninistrativa_

- apparatus but also the economic reins of the country us a resilt »
of tho ‘nationalizations and the disintegration of “the Aslen
ngonmercial hourgoolsio,29

I i ==

It 18 not at all surprising, therofore, that it is increasingly
pveconing apparent that the major and sharpost contradiction internnlly
in Tanzania is that between the working cless and the "biimaueratic
bourgoolsio", I cannot arrogatoe to nyself the right to foracast
what this contradiction will give risc to in the near future. fo

_shall let time tell'us on this,

But one thing is definitoly sure: "tho struggle continues'.

28, M. von Iroyhold, "The Vorkers and the Mzers" mimeo.

29, "ihe Class Struggle Continues" - Institute of Developuent
Studies, nineo.
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REVOLU TLON ARD CLASS ALLIANCES:

———

A _BHOBT COMMENT

By

Nga Tableo

Henry Mapolu's article opens up the important question of the
role of the working class as an agency of rewolution in Africa,
The high political conselousness of the Tanganian workers that
Mapolu describes, at the leasi, throws doubts on the various theories*
of "labour aristocracy”, ote., bandied around not only by progressive
petty bourgeois regimes .tut even by scme who would describe themselves
ag Marxists. There is nothing wrong in Questioning or reasseesing
the role of any clas~ as the agency of revolutien for science requires
that a concrete analysis be made of each concrete situation. There
are no general formulae on these issues. But then it is precidely
the theorists of "labour aristocracy" in Africa who expound the genaral
formula of peasants as opposed to workers being revolutionary. The
level at which this debate is taking place is aroumd the question of
the role of the workers vis-a-vis the peasantry in the revolutions in
Africa, It is at this general level therefore that the following few
comments are being offered,

The fact that a.number of African progressive pefty bourgeois

regimes should be vehemently anti-worker and expound the theory
that the peasaniry is the most exploited and therefore the most
revolutionary should itself make a genuine revolutionary suspicious
of the hypothesis. It is true that'in a neo-colonial situation the
peasant finds himself at the "exploited" end of the world capitalist
system and lives in most miserable conditions. Therefore, in relation
t= imperialiam th,e.,geasant and the worker are both exploited. -But
tlds does not justify making both the peasant and the worker as |
simply members of the Same ¢lass - the all embracing 'working ¢lasg’,
ggf the purposes of a specific revolutionary strategy thi, is not *

Y mistaken but dangerous. The role played by a particular class
in the historically determined production process and its social ‘and
political relations with other classes in the system are crucial when
it comes t‘o determine the revolutionary potential of a particuldr °
BT RS SRR ) e

The peasant in Africa - (and probably it is truer to speak in
terms)of peasants _ the small-landholder or ‘the small-commodity !
p—ducer = rather than a peasantry) - is essentially a small-property
owner., His aspirations are those of a petty bourgeois., His social
milieu is woven around his land - land is the be-2ll and the end-all’
of hig life, ' In gsome cruntries like Tanzania where in large parts
there is no land problem and the feudal system of land owmership is
not wi%esp’i'éad, t ex-‘eVh is mot even a sgcia} consciousness of a
peasantry as such. /When one speaks of a 'peasantry' in such cases
one' is really referring to individual peasant-fouseholds dig{.q‘ ed
rather than united by their relation to land, For.a unity uf a class
becomes oteﬁHﬁTonl‘{ when' there is another cldss 3tandin8 in oppo-
sed relagicn to it with respect to the msans of production, This'is .
not the case with the small-landholder, Whereas th¢ private ownership
of the méans of production of a capitalist unites him with other
capitaliste bécause all of them in common stand Gpposed to the workers

as non-einers and vice-versa, ;tl]e‘ ownership lcaf.it,he amall-commodi ty
s A e e ‘|,:, ’ . J s

i . A i M :

; * These theories take various forms from those who argue that in the

.African situations workers are tprivileged! elite and tm'afefc_:i'et :
not revblutionaa:y to those who talk in terms of yorkle;'g ! exp 24ting
peasants.
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#ith the latter beciuse of Mg mode wuf ;r-‘}':u_rh.’

anall-owner was the rr:vlc::ewr,r ¢f the capivwelists ris sepirtiong
sere to become o capitalist wd therefore Le [vme tumesif w e2liy

Prcﬁucqr Alviia M- fror bie fellow, When i B i o1
jow technolcgy “nd ocutgat the shoor questilon of ‘amed] s eiad,
pecomen overwheluing, If wgthing \bia soresy syl owerelifss
common political coiecicuspess in e peussutry . 23l v Yoe
conaciousnsss beglns and erdp wils poti rnjfls 1ivns #° ¢ o lme
only secomarily msn: dupersdition Tonlnates, CaIR
But the Africen peagant dcoes mot sxisnt Lpn Lol ol as g ad
sf production is intégrated im ths serid ~opitmiing ;1;-'., -
aAfrican peaszant who hae undergome colordalisr wnd now wn puet =
¢he world capitalist syetes is, therefore, 4){feremt Fran Vs - iAaei-
cal peasant, though at the same lime sharing many raarw lsroeiiew
& -

af the bourgeoisie, In the African casy, on W otror pond, be ja
sbjectively uxslo,lhd by the internmaitiennl turgmolgase this bug ts
£ Yimited Bolidarii¥® mmong peasante. In oo far as lejemal.em Liso
exploits the workere, it ig¢ the commoft eanemy of both the woriers
and the peasants, Therefore, the peasantry fomms a reiinbis aldy
of the working class, albeit its mods of production doea et

allow it to seek for an alternative syviem besed or radically
opposite relations of producticn, Thie is what limits the reveli-

tionary potential of the peasantry, ¥hooe most radical idocliogy
lzannot transcend th¢ bounde of populier baged om private genersnij:
{"land to the tillerl"). Hencs, it canmot be a leading revoluytiomary
force but only the main force in alliancc with the working clase, the
only class which can fight for revolutienary gozls. .

In the African situstion the working clase. cannot do this
slone, however. The neo-colonial mature of the ecconemy keepe ine
smbers of that class very small compared to the whole pcrulatien,
in a protracted guerrilla struggle - and this appearz to be the mest
‘dable form that the actual armed struggle agrinst the forces of
smperialism is likely to take in many, if not 211, Africin countrisa
Z the numbers, i.e., the physical force and the ability to keep &

sase area counts decisively.*

Thus it follows that both, the objective intereats of the
.casantry against inperidlism and its mass physical farce, make it an
‘pdispensable ally of the working class., It is not swrprising,
iherefore, that many an urban-based petty bourgeois regines of Africa
snould want to drive a wedge between these potential allies by
sarpi: on workers as exploiting peasants. lNor it is surprising
shat !they should consider the workers rather than thc peasants 2s .
‘o_heiﬁl long-term class eneny,

Finally, the_success of such an alliance and the possibility
-f 2 genuine revolution czan only be guaranteed under the lcaderabj.g
-f the proletarian ide(plog{l.1 Consciously or unconsciocusly, the peity
wurgeaols regimes - being power and having =2n instinctive kmack

»r keeping it - realise this, Hence, their fanatic opposition to
sientific soeialism and the proletarian ideology. Ruthless suppre-
sion of the intellectunls and the lower sectors of the pstty
ourgeoisie - the potential carriers of revolutionary ideology to
‘e masses - is no accident CT,

2 s ri 3 sti ole ) o
ksectlgl% o? the ng%t;obggggggfgféOgnoﬁf;?gﬁ.fvlfhggeus)gctf:;; - like
ichool and ex-school students; lower ranks of the administrative,
:conomic and military personnel, etc., - arc finding tbamselves
mreasingly closer to wrmrkers rather ihan the core of the pety
sourgeoisie. Having had some education, their aspiraticns are

Again this dogs not mean that the urban-workor-guerrilla is ruled
out: in some situations (Uruguay in Latin America, for instance)
in fact he would be the leading fighting force as well. Amd

in any case, in 2lmost all situnations, the gconomically strateglic
position occupied by the workers means that at one or other

stage of the struggle the role of the workers as a fighting force
would be decisive in winning individual batiles along the path of

the revolutionary war,

g
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Once before

In 1904

We believed.

and believed it was en-ugh

To believe.

pelieved in the water.

Relieved it was weep n enough.

That it was shield ~ud sword

G~° and hongo.

Tnat anointment

inde sterile the colonizl infantryman
And fl:ing metal was impotence flourished.

And we died.
snd we failed.

Now again

We believe.

And again believe

That it is enough

To believe.

Now we believe in Azimio.

Believe -zain that it isweapon enough.
That it is

God and alchemy.

That utterance alone

Costrates the imperialist

And base metal is impotence flourished.

Not so, nct so.

Do not die.
Do not fail.
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