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In moments of unexpected animal encounters, like the crocodile resting
behind a car in Sherry’s neighborhood, our first response is often fear,
amplified and shaped by how media frames the story. Headlines scream
“danger” and “attack” without context, turning tired, displaced creatures
into threats. The crocodile in St. Cruz wasn’t hunting or charging, it was
simply seeking shade, worn out and lost. Yet it was met with panic, res-
traint, and flashing cameras.

This story reveals a deeper issue: we mistreat animals not because they
pose real danger, but because we are taught to see them through a lens
of fear. Media often strips animals of their context, framing them as
villains in a narrative that sells urgency and spectacle. As a result, public
perception shifts from empathy to hostility, and instead of helping these
creatures return safely to their habitats, we react with aggression, control,
or apathy.

But as Sherry knew, having worked closely with snakes and misunders-
tood wildlife for years that these animals are not invaders.

They are simply trying to survive.
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A recent crocodile-sighting 11 Goa

was mustepresented by.the media-as
a-threat; despite-the antmal’sharmless
behaviot. This project challenges such
tear-based pottrayals and highlights
the-tole of local knowledge in promoting

peacetul human-wildlife coexistence.
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