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*Some selected images and artifacts serve as placeholders for future acquisitions

components and museum labels.
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The first known Chinese
female immigrant to the

el would not arrive until 1834.

Yl ? bl

The earliest surviving document produced by a Chinese
person in the U.S. was created in Connecticut. This document
was a friendship album produced at the Cornwall Foreign
Mission School by a student named Wu Lan. Friendship
albums were a trend among students in the 1820s; these
sturdy, leather-bound books were made expressly for friends
to leave emotional tributes to one another, through copying
famous poems and creating original drawings.

The Cornwall Foreign Mission School was one of many
Christian mission schools that existed across the U.S. during
this period.
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Many Chinese laborers worked
on the railroads, with as many as
12,000 workers playing a part in
the famous construction of the
Transcontinental Railroad.

While some were able to mortgage their farms
or borrow money from relatives, many used the
credit-ticket system to pay for their voyage across
the Pacific.

Under the credit-ticket system, the immigrant’s
journey was paid for by a merchant or company,
whowould then deduct it from his pay in the
ensuing months. Most of these immigrants were
men, who sent back money to support their families
in China and hoped to return home, not viewing
their residence in the U.S. as permanent.
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In Providence, Rhode Island, the
Providence Common Council proposed
aresolution in 1899 that would

prohibit the granting of licenses

to prospective Chinese restaurant
keepers. Despite there never being
a complaint against any of the city’s
Chinese restaurants, there was

a general perception that these
restaurants were bad influences due
to stereotypes that associated the
Chinese with opium and gambling.
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education had to be fought for in court, As a native-born
Californian Chinese American, 8 year old Mamie Tape was
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‘and thus sued the principal of the school, Miss Jennie M.
Hurley. In the famous Tape. v Hurley court case held in
California’s superior court, Judge McGuire ruled that the
refusal of Mamie's admission was deemed unconstitutional.
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1n 1892, the Geary Act was passed, a new law that required
every Chinese to carry a photo-identification card. It
provided for the deportation of Chinese who were caught
not carrying a certificate of residence, and it required the
testimony of two whites to confirm a Chinese person’s
immigration status. Thousands of Chinese protested,
risking deportation and a year of hard labor.
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1n 1873, Wong Kim Ark, a young man born in the U.S.
to Chinese parents, used the courts to challenge the.
government's refusal to recognize his citizenship. His
activism led to the Supreme Court ruling that birthright
citizenship applies o the children of immigrants, one.
of the most important legal decisions in U.S history.

Similarly, Yick Wo used the courts to challenge a San
Francisco laundry ordinance for ts discriminatory
enforcement against Chinese ownersin Yick

Wov. Hopkins.

Chinese activism wasn't only confined to the courts;
in 1905, Chinese merchants organized a arge-scale
boycott of U.S. goods in China, which dealt 2 pretty
noticeable blow to U.S. companies. Thus, even in the
face of incredible oppression, Chinese people resisted.
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By about 1870, there were
about 300 laundromats in
San Francisco, employing
nearly 3,000 employees.

Family associations called huiguan served

as a way for Chinese to stay connected in A bl
both the U.S. and China. Tongs were another |
type of organization that were based on a -

brotherhood, but many also partookinillegal
activities such as prostitution, gambling, and
drug dealing in order to fund their activities.

States like California, Texas, and Wyoming enacted Alien Land Laws
which prevented Chinese immigrants and other minorities from
purchasing or leasing-long term properties. These laws would be
ruled as unconstitutional by the Supreme Court in 1952. The Page
Act of 1875 and anti-miscegenation laws prevented Chinese men
from establishing families and skewed gender ratios in Chinatowns.
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[Poem #1 translation] courtesy of Angel Island
Immigration Station Foundation

[Poem #2 translation] courtesy of Angel Island
Immigration Station Foundation

[Poem #3 translation] courtesy of Angel Island
Immigration Station Foundation
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The U.S. military provided a safe haven from
deportation for illegal migrants during the war. The
Fourteenth Air Service Group consisted of nine units
with the highest concentration of Chinese American
personnel in the military.
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E Palmer Dlrgcts Raids in 35 Cmes, 650 Selzed Hen;

COMMUNIST
INFILTRATION
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UNITED| STATES

ITS NATURE AND
HOW TO COMBAT IT

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OF THE.
e sTaTes

waswweron 6, 0. c. 1946

"COMMUNST DASTY ORGANIZATION USA-FER 9,150
S -

The Palmer Raids was one of the most
significant events of the first Red
Scare, which was conducted by the US
Department of Justice and led by J.
Edgar Hoover. Between 3,000 and 10,000
individuals who were suspected of
communist, socialist, oranarchist ties were
detained or deported.
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AMERICA UNDER COMMUNISM!
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Why Stick Your Neck Out Now

WY SHOULD I BE AMONGST THE FIRST TO GO ON STRIKE?

This question is often used as a smokescreen for those individuals
unwtlling to make the sacrifice of class attendance to support the mucl

more vital implementation of the Third World programs. There uould b
to ansver this question 1f the large mumbers of stuents wi

support the d hide behind their anxioty that their fellow stu-

leats won't, Jotn w1 expresced thelr bellefs on the picket 1ines.

desands of the TULE will never be met.

Written and
Distributed by

Support

:ommitt:e )
\ for information
S“ call 642-6727

Errata: Demand 3u of the TWLF should read
Admission, financial aid and academic assist-
ance for all Third World students who can learn

et and contribute."

“The broader movement had a hard time with the Asian movement, in some
ways. Because it broadened the issues out beyond where they wanted to go,
beyond what a lot of people wanted to deal with: the whole question of U.S.
imperialism as a system, at home and abroad.” - Activist Steve Louie

The racial slur “gook,” initially used against
Filipino “natives” during the Philippine-
American War before reappearing as a general
anti-Asian epithet during the Korean War, made
o distinctions between Asians in Vietnam

and Asians in America. Asian Americans knew
intimately the danger of “gookism,” having
been on the receiving end of more than
century of anti-Asian exclusion and violence in
the United States.

The U.S. military's violently racist propaganda
posed an imminent threat not only to the
Vietnamese people soldiers encountered
overseas but to the Asian Americans they

met during and after thei training. Incidents
of Asian Americans being assaulted by white

Gl “back from fighting you communists in
Vietnam” were not uncommon. Former soldiers
recalled racist abuse from their superior officers
throughout basic training, from weathering a
constant barrage of slurs to being used to show
white recruits “the enemy”

, M
YOUR ASIAN WASN'T QUIET

She wasn’t a model minority. Wasn’t your Asian fantasy. Maybe
chose a path other than motherhood. ~She speaks truth to power.
This is what Asian America

looks like. Getused oit.  NOT CREATED IN YOUR IMAGE

And she thinks critically about media propaganda.

Bruce Iwasaki, writing for Gidra in
January 1973, explained:

“The U.S. involvement in Vietnamese
affairs began around the time we
were born; stayed hidden from the
national consciousness during our
years of innocence; escalated as we
matured; and has reached climactic
proportions while our generation gains
the will and seeks the means to end
that involvement. Much as we forget,
ignore, or grow numb to it, the war has
been a constant shadow in our lives.”

Movement

“Oriental was a rug that everyone steps on, so we ain’t
no Orientals. We were Asian American.”

- Richard Aoki, activist involved in the Asian American

The undeniably gendered nature of the Vietnam
War added another layer of complexity to the.
Asian American anti-war movement.

“The military machismo that turned Gls

into "human killing machines” was doubly
dangerous for the women who bore the brunt
ofviolence in Southeast Asia—for they were.
dehumanized not just as “gooks” but as sexual
objects. Many soldiers believed all Vietnamese
‘women were promiscuous, and expected them
to show a certain amount of “gratitude” to their
American saviors. This casual misogyny fueled a
sense of entitlement to women's bodes.

‘Asian American women recognized racist
atttudes about Asian women and identified
with the women of Southeast Asia not only as
Asians fighting Western imperialism, but as
‘women living at the intersections of racism

and sexism.

UC BATTLE -y

STUDENT MASSES WIN

[ SIGNSOFTHETIMES | sueer
Rle ) =

SCABBING DONE
THE LIBERAL WAY
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With a career spanning from 181910 1961, Anna May.

i more than 60 movies throughout her career,as well
as on televsion, theater and radio.Her legacy s still
remembered today, asshe frequenty resisted the
practice of typecasting She was a rare case during the
early Hollywood era, as most Asia roles during this time
went to white actors in yellowace.

“Iwas so tired of the parts | had to play,”
she said in a 1933 interview. “Why is it
that the screen Chinese is nearly always
the villain of the piece, and so cruela
villain—murderous, treacherous, a snake
in the grass. We are not like that”

ROSS HUNTER 255 JOSEPH FIELDS 4
RODGERS & HAMM ERST| NS
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Media has the power to create the narrative
foundation for how peopleare perceived and
treated inthe realworld. According t th
Geena Davis nstitute on Gender n Media, 80
55 of media consumed worldwide s made

in the United States” Thus, Hallywaod has
aprofound responsibiiy to acknowledge

it global influence on how cultures and
communities are portrayed and perceived.
Representation s a social ustice concern.

“The lead is who you empathize with; the lead
is the person who holds the emotional content
of the story... Because of that, [API characters]
are reduced to being information givers, people
who progress the plot along, but are never
really what the story is about. We are in service
of the larger central story, which is usually a
white storyline.” - Pun Bandhu, an actor and
member of the Asian American Performers
Action Coalition

TS NEVER TOO LATE TO FALL IN LOVE FOR THE FIRST TIME.

Jgan Chan Michalle Krusie
B pithisk

() (rmiee)

Saving Face

1011993, Amy Tan's book The Joy Luck
Clubwas adapted nto  flm and
became a commercal and critical
success, The Joy Luck Club follows
thelves of four Chinese mothers

writerbeing hired for the lm,
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