Cherry Blossoms—the Art of Slow Gazing

Yuqing (Eva) Cao




o
e
9
Z
-

C
©
o

o
e
—

(@)}
£
=
U—

O
M|






ARNOLD ARBORETUM

Zmearp pnvers™

7

ark, Tokyo

‘ow of a cherry grove in Uero P:

Bird s € VX chinicks Phoro)

| sovanese e

Dute

MAY ) 1955

L Cottector

1 ORIGIN AND HISTORY OF
SAKURA CULTURE

Japan is fondly called ¢ Cherry Land " or the “ Land

of Cherries”  We need scarcely dwell on the abundance

of cherry trees in this country. To understand why

Japan abounds in cherries, and why the country s rich

in the trees with such singularly beautiful flowers, one

must know the very remote origin of the nation's love

of the flower and the long history—more than one

thousand years—of her culture of the cherry tree.

No other country has so many species and varieties
of cherry trees, particularly the flower-bearing cherries,
as Japan. In fact Japan is the centre for the distribu-
tion of cherrics. Besides having 2 large number of
cherrics growing wild in the mountains and forests, the
Japanese people have from ancient times made efforts to
cultivate their favourite trees—cherries—and to produce
and multiply excellent garden varicties. These garden
varieties have been planted ecither in gardens, on the
roadside, or in the compounds of Shinto or Buddhist
temples found in every nock and corner of the land,
and their beautiful blossoms are admired by the public.
The nation’s love of the flower has also largely con-
tributed to the development of a cherry culture and to
the propagation of superior garden varieties.

Of the numerous kinds of cherries found in the
land the most common are Yama-zakura, or mountain
cherries that grow in the woodlands everywhere
throughout the country. Since the cherry trees blossom
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peculiar adhesiveness of the
bracts of its flowers and
leaves, and the dark-brown
colour of the bark of its
stems and branches. The
trees of this category grow
mostly in the mountains in
the provinces of central and
northern Japan, and are
very common in the Ou
district and  Hokkaido.
Full-grown trees, quite
large. are found in the |
bl S neighbourhood of Chuzenji |
Mountain Cherries) in Nikko. They are also |
found in Karafuto (Sagha-
lien) and the Amur dis-
trict.

(2) Sato-zakura  (the
Domestic Cherries; Prunis
serrulata)

Sato-zakura is  the

generic name given to
those cultivated cherry trees

~ planted from old days in
gardens. The flowers, single B . i erange ofth

~ or double, are large com- .
d with those of the
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The Living Herbarium
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